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A Message from the Rector
JOSH HOOVER; ext. 7222; josh@

stjamesbirmingham.org

April 2016

Whether he was healing, telling stories, teaching, or eating in people’s homes, 
Jesus never did ministry outside of relationship with others. He was always 
in dialogue with the disciples, with strangers, with Pharisees, scribes and 
lawyers. He would go o!  to pray by himself, but his ministry was always about 
relationships.

In the Book of Common Prayer, our catechism tells us that we, like Jesus, are to 
have a ministry that is centered in relationships. “" e mission of the Church 
is to restore all people to unity with God and each other in Christ (p. 855).” If 
this is our mission, then we must be about building, strengthening, and healing 
relationships. " is is why the vestry has chosen to make the building up of 
relationships our primary objective this year. 

We will be especially focused on two areas of our church, fellowship and 
evangelism, this year. Fellowship will be tasked with new ways to increase 
relationships within the church, to provide opportunity to meet and enjoy 
one another’s company, and also to # nd times and places for more meaningful 
conversation. Evangelism will be focusing on our relationship with the 
community around us, looking for opportunities to meet our neighbors, listen to 
them about their concerns and # nd ways we can support those who live around 
us. Speci# cally we are planning the following:

Fellowship

•  Host two major events for the church to come together. A square dance is 
already planned for April 23 (see article on p. 6) and another event will be 
coming in the Fall.

•  Begin a regular, small group opportunity in September that gives space for 
fellowship and growing together.

Evangelism

•  Form a group with the purpose of # nding ways to participate in local 
community activities such as Art in the Park, Winter Market, Summer Concerts, 
and the Farmers Market.

•  Host an Open House for members of the community.

•  Complete work interviewing non-church goers by the end of summer and 
bring results to the vestry by the end of the year.

None of these plans for the year to come are small in scope. We ask that you 
consider prayerfully how you might help our church become stronger in love for 
one another and our neighbors and contact Fr. Josh or a vestry member if any of 
these excite you. We thank you for your support in making St. James a wonderful 
place to worship and grow, we look forward to working with you to make 
ourselves even stronger throughout the year.

Faithfully, Josh and the Vestry 

Palm Sunday procession from Shain Park to the 
church was well attended.

Members of the Hennebury  family (Ian, 
Dierdre and Adeline) listen to the story of Jesus’ 
triumphant entry into Jerusalem.
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" e Reverend Joshua A. Hoover, Rector

St. James Episcopal Church
355 West Maple Road, 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
www.stjamesbirmingham.org
Phone    248.644.0820
Fax         248.644.4405

! e Spirit is a monthly newsletter 
published for members and friends of 
St. James. " e deadline for submission is 
the 15th of each month for the following 
month’s issue. Please email articles to: 
churcho$  ce@stjamesbirmingham.
org or call the Parish Administrator, at 
ext.7200.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sundays 8 & 10 a.m.  and  Wednesdays 
7 a.m.  

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Monday- Friday, 9 a.m.- 3 p.m.

PASTORAL CARE

For pastoral emergencies, please contact 
Fr. Josh Hoover at 810. 620.5402

SUNDAYS

8 a.m.          Eucharist (Church)
9 a.m.          Rite 13/ J2A
9:05 a.m.     Adult Forum (Lounge)
10 a.m.        Eucharist (Church)
10:10 a.m.   Church School    
 Preschool–Grade 5
11:30 a.m.    Jr. Choir Rehearsal
TUESDAYS

6:30 p.m.     Bell Choir Rehearsal
7 p.m.          Toastmasters 
7:30 p.m.     AA
WEDNESDAYS  
7 a.m.          Eucharist (Chapel)
7:30 a.m.     Fellowship & Co! ee
12:00 p.m.   Bible Study
7:15 p.m.     Senior Choir Rehearsal
7:30 p.m.     AA
THURSDAYS 
12 p.m.        AA
6 p.m.          Spirited Conversations 
SATURDAYS 
9 a.m.          Knitting(Lounge)
11 a.m.        SJ Book Club (Lounge; 
every second Saturday of the month)

OUTREACH  continued on  p. 4

St. James Outreach
In his front page article this 
month, Fr. Josh lifts up the vestry’s 
choice to make the building up of 
relationships our primary objective 
this year. One of the ways we build 
relationship with the community 
is through our Outreach programs. 
When we do Outreach, we meet 
neighbors, both near and far, learn 
about how brothers and sisters 
who are very di! erent from us 
live, and discover ways that we can 
support those in need. In addition, 
by working side by side with fellow 
parishioners we increase relationships 
within our own congregation.

" is year the Outreach Committee 
is meeting quarterly to discuss 
potential needs and opportunities 
that have come to our attention. 
We are committed to working with 
agencies and organizations that 
our parishioners have an ongoing 
relationship with, areas that can use 
not only our funds but our time and 
talents.

During Outreach’s meeting in March 
we voted on two opportunities that 
presented themselves. 

House Detroit

We met with Isabel Ivanescu, a 
high schooler who is undertaking 
the ambitious project of starting a 
home for the homeless. Her project, 
called House Detroit, will purchase a 
house in Detroit and refurbish it so 
that as many as six homeless people 
can live together there. In looking 
at issues of homelessness around the 
country, Isabel learned that many 
parts of our country are having great 
success with a housing # rst model. 
" is model starts with a stable living 
environment and then supports 
people in # nding employment. 
It turns out that having a reliable 
space makes it much easier to get 
and maintain a job. " e Outreach 

Committee was very impressed with 
Isabel’s commitment, the research 
she had put into this project, and 
the work she has done to partner 
with existing agencies. " erefore, we 
voted to do two things, the # rst is to 
o! er a matching grant from 
St. James. ! e Outreach 
Committee will match the " rst 
$500 given to support this program 
in the month of April.

In addition, as this program turns 
from plan to reality we have plans 
for contributing to its success. As 
it gets close to launch, look for 
an opportunity to meet Isabel on 
a Sunday at an Adult Forum. In 
the meantime, you can read more 
about House Detroit here: http://
housedetroit.us. If you send a check 
to St. James with House Detroit 
on the memo line, we will happily 
double your donation.

Pinwheels for Prevention

Are you wondering what the blue 
pinwheels are doing on the church 
property? 

Did you know that April is Child 
Abuse Prevention Month?

Every kid deserves a great childhood 
that’s carefree and full of promise. 
Pinwheels for Prevention® is a 
nationwide campaign, created by 
Prevent Child Abuse America 
(PCA America) and its state 
chapters. " e goal of Pinwheels of 
Prevention® is to engage people 
in taking “extraordinary ordinary” 
actions that can reduce stress for 
families and increase resilience for 
kids—anything from writing a letter 
to the editor in support of family 
support programs to o! ering to 
babysit for a neighbor.

St. James is partnering with 
Birmingham Youth Assistance 
(BYA) and the Birmingham 
Public Schools (BPS), to help raise 
awareness through the Pinwheels for 
Prevention campaign. " e campaign 
is built around the symbol of the 
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Financial Update
" ese are our # nancials updated through the end of February. Please feel free to talk to vestry, Peggy John or Fr. Josh if you 
have any questions.

Feb. Actual Income:   $50,633  Feb. Budgeted Income: $50,240  Di! erence: $393
Actual YTD Income:   $199,164 Budgeted YTD Income: $199,450 Di! erence: $14
Actual YTD Expenses:   $124,369 Budgeted YTD Expenses: $124,199 Di! erence: $-170
De# cit YTD:    $-75,096 Budgeted De# cit YTD: $-75,251 Di! erence: $-156
Transfer Amount from Parish Fund to date: $0  
Budgeted Transfer for Year:  $193,955
5% of Parish Fund (goal number for transfers): $140,500

! ree Minute ! eology
THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION

How many angels can dance on 
the tip of a needle?

Can God create a rock that even 
God can’t pick up?

" ese are two of the infamous 
questions that were debated 
by scholastic theologians who 
seemed to delight in ever less 
important and more esoteric 
ideas. It didn’t do any harm 
necessarily for them to debate 
these topics, except that these 
have very little real world 
purpose. " e problem is that 
there can be no answer to these 
questions and even if we could 
# nd one, it would tell us nothing important about God.

And this did do harm, because it turned theology into a 
game that was played only by academics who had been 
versed in philosophy, metaphysics, and all the classics 
of Christian thought. " eology became something that 
the ordinary people weren’t allowed to do. And yet, 
being a theologian, that is one who studies God, is the 
responsibility of every Christian. And not only to learn, 
adding your voice to that of Christianity is part of your 
baptismal identity. How you understand the baptismal 
covenant, the creeds, or the great commandment greatly 
enhances my faith. When we disagree, we grow in our 
understanding of how vast God is.

You are called to be a theologian, to explore your faith, 
to ask questions of God that have meaning. Why 
did Jesus have to die on the cross? If God is both 
omnipotent and benevolent then why do bad things 
happen? Where is God at times of great sorrow or 
su! ering? " ese are the real questions of our lives that 
are not only worth exploring, but necessary to have 

considered before we # nd 
ourselves confronting them 
in our lives.

So I invite you to think 
theologically, to begin to 
ask questions about God 
and what it means to be 
a follower of this God. 
To get you started, here 
are few exercises worth 
considering:

•  Read an article from the 
newspaper and ask yourself 
where God is in this story. 
Consider that God loves 
all people no matter what, 

does that change your answer? How does God feel that 
this story is what people are reading today?

•  " ink about the Bible stories that you have heard. 
What character comes closest to your life? What 
character do you deeply respect and want to be more 
like? (No fair choosing Jesus here, that is cheating.)

•  Take a few moments for prayer # rst thing in the 
morning. Ask to see how God is working in the world 
around you as you go about your day. Try to pay attention 
even in the most mundane moments to how God is 
present. At the end of the day consider if you learned 
anything.

I invite you to try one or more of these this month, to 
re< ect theologically on your life and the world around us, 
to begin to live into your baptismal identity.

Needless to say, church isn’t the only 

place where the holy happens. 

Sacramental moments can occur at any 

moment, 

at any place, and to anybody. 

Watching something get born. 

Making love. A walk on the beach. 

Somebody coming to see you when you’re sick. 

A meal with people you love. 

Looking into a stranger’s eyes and finding out 

they are not a stranger’s.

If we weren’t blind as bats, 

we might see that life itself is sacramental.

 -Frederick Buechner
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St. James Preschool

SHAR WICKENS

ext. 7103

preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org

http//stjamesschoolblog.blogspot.com

We seem to # nally be enjoying some 
warmer weather.  “April Showers 
bring May Flowers!” We are excited to 
spend time outside, where climbing, 
running, playing ball and jumping 
help grow muscles!  " is month we 
will also be taking time to discuss all 
the changes around us.  We will start 
by learning about < owers growing 
with a Spring clean-up and planting 
of gardens in the courtyard. " is will 
help point out all of the wondrous 
miracles God shows us everyday.

We will integrate our Spring theme 
in our dramatic play center with 
sunglasses, visors and gardening 
gloves.  We will go # shing using 
construction paper # sh and magnets. 
We’ll set up a greenhouse, a < orist 
shop and a farmer’s market.

Our science area will come to life 

Music Notes
GLENN BURDETTE

 ext. 7206 

music@stjamesbirmingham.org

Many, many thanks are due to our 
dedicated singers for wonderful 
music during Holy Week and Easter 
and to the St. James Ringers who 
will continue the jubilant mood in 
an arrangement of the hymn “" is 
Joyful Eastertide” on April 10. 
" anks to our Holy Week cantors: 
Chuck Furchak, Rick Jackson, and 
David Stout on Good Friday; Pastor 
Chris Gannon on Saturday. On 
Easter, the choristers of our Junior 
Choir joined the Senior Choir at the 
10:00 service, singing by themselves 
and with their more experienced 
colleagues. On March 6, the Detroit 
Lutheran Singers sang a superb 
program.  " ey were very grateful for 
our hosting. On March 20, I played 
Marcel Dupré’s Chemin de la Croix 
(Way of the Cross) with a sensitive 
reading by Michelle Boice of Paul 
Claudel’s accompanying poetry.

Several special events coming up 
need particular mention:

On Sunday, April 3, Christopher 
Peters will be our soloist, giving 
the rest of the choir a post-Easter 
holiday. Chris is our new bass section 
leader--stop by to meet him after 
the service! On Sunday April 17, at 
4 p.m., the Senior Choir will present 
K. Lee Scott’s Band of Angels, a 
work written in 2013 for the 50-
year commemoration of what has 
become known as the “16th Street 
Bombings” in Birmingham, Alabama, 
and all “the children who died in 
racial violence.” " e choir will be 
joined by soloists Alice Tillman and 
James Moore, with Alvin Waddles 
at the piano and Joanne Clark at the 

pinwheel, a happy and uplifting 
token of childhood. It stands as a 
symbol of hope and the bright futures 
we want for all of God’s children. A 
great childhood requires a loving and 
supportive family and community.

Pinwheel gardens will also be 
placed at Groves High School and 
Bingham Farms Elementary School 
as a promise that BPS and BYA is 
committed to helping our families 
give their children a safe and loving 
childhood.

What can you do?

•  Talk to your neighbors:  Be willing 
to look out for one another’s children. 
Encourage a supportive spirit among 
the parents in your community. 

•  Mentor a new parent in your 
neighborhood: Sometimes families 
go from receiving a lot of support 
when a baby # rst arrives to getting 
little or no support just a few months 
later. " is can leave a parent feeling 
overwhelmed. Check in often with a 
new parent. Just holding or changing 
the baby can allow a new mom or 
dad to # nish an errand or take a few 
minutes for themselves.

•  Be a friend to the parents that you 
know: Ask how their children are 
doing. Ask them how they are doing! 
If a parent seems to be struggling, 
o! er to baby-sit, run errands or lend 
a friendly ear. Remind them that 
raising children is a di$  cult job.

•  Volunteer your time: Start a 
parent support group, spend time 
mentoring a child, or volunteer at a 
local child-serving agency.

•  Welcome the entire family at 
church: Make sure all of the family 
knows that you are happy that they 
are here on Sunday. Smile at them 
and let them know that children do 
not have to be silent in church.

•  Remember: Anything that supports 
the children, parents, grandparents, 
and caregivers in your community 
helps strengthen families and reduce 
the likelihood of abuse.

OUTREACH  continued from p. 2 Check out the church’s Facebook 
page for more ideas on how you can 
make a di! erence to build a strong 
environment that will allow all of 
God’s children to grow into healthy, 
productive citizens.

organ. It should be a very moving 
and powerful presentation. Please 
invite your friends to come along. 
" en, on May 4, at 7 p.m., we will 
sing Evensong for the Feast of the 
Ascension.

St. James Preschool " eld trip to Robot 
Garage included lego, Topher and 
Pastor Chris- oh my!
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From the Youth Pastor
CHRIS GANNON

ext. 7203

chris@stjamesbirmingham.org

Happening Retreat for 
High School Youth
APRIL 29 - MAY 1
Host: St. Paul’s Episcopal, Flint

Happening is a retreat weekend “for 
youth” “by youth” that allows young 
people (grades 9-12) to explore 
their relationships with Jesus, each 
other and the world. Concentrating 
closely on the person and teachings 
of Jesus Christ, Happening gives 
those who attend the desire to 
understand and serve the church. 
What’s more, it provides a means to 
continue the Christian formation 
process, which is just begun in the 
three-day program. And it is lots of 
fun! Happening begins on a Friday 
at 6 p.m. and goes until 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday. Participants are expected to 
be at Happening the entire time. " e 
Dioceses of Michigan and Eastern 
Michigan share in this ministry for 
young people.

Happening is…

• a retreat weekend for high 
school students. We do 
everything from praying to 
playing, and from singing to 
sleeping. " ere are talks, small 
groups, free time and fun. We 
come together to praise God in 
an amazing environment, and 
hope you will join us!

• open to all youth in grades 9-12. 
Adult sponsors from parishes 
are also encouraged to attend. 
Adults must have attended 
Safeguarding training.

• more than a Youth Event. It’s an 
experience. You’ll # nd yourself 
telling your friends, family 
and complete strangers of the 
things that you encountered at 
Happening!

Happening #18 is being hosted at 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Flint.  
Safety is our biggest concern, so 
only bottled water will be used this 
weekend. 

Contact Pastor Chris for scholarship 
information.

Erin Yeats and Sarah May share a 
smile during our successful Girl Scout 
cookie sale. 

NightWatch: Detroit
APRIL 9 - 10

What is Nightwatch: Detroit?
Nightwatch: Detroit was conceived 
to show our participants just a tiny 
bit of the grand and awesome nature 
of the God who loves us constantly, 
completely and unconditionally.

Nightwatch: Detroit is presented 
by the Nightwatch Design Team 
(including our own Daniel Righter) 

Movie Outing
SUNDAY, APRIL 3
12:30 p.m. showtime of God is Not 
Dead 2, so leave right after church 
to the AMC Star South" eld

We watched the # rst movie together 
last year and had great discussion 
about it.  Join us as we head to the 
theater to see the sequel. Bring 
money for the ticket and snacks.

as we observe growing plants and 
root a sweet potato.  We will do an 
evaporation experiment and make a 
“nature” collage.

Bienvenidos a la clase de espanol!  " is 
month the children will be learning 
opposites in Spanish through musical 
exercises.  " ey will also learn the 
names of di! erent fruits and will 
sing cancion del mes (the song of the 
month) about fruits.

Some of the children and their 
families went to the “Cute & Cuddly 
Show” at the Baldwin House. It was 
educational and fun event put on by 
Exotic Zoo. 

" is is a great month for discoveries! 
Be sure you take a peek at the eggs 
hatching progress staritng the week 
of April 25th.

and the Diocesan Youth and Young 
Adult Ministry sta! .

Why Nightwatch: Detroit?
It’s a chance for you and 50 of your 
closest friends (most of whom you 
have not met yet) to grow closer 
to God. " e event begins when 
the Nightwatch: Detroit bus drives 
around the diocese picking up 
participants. Once the bus is # lled, 
all are taken to the Cathedral where 
a safe, Christ-centered atmosphere 
of joy, contemplation and fun awaits 
them. Nightwatch: Detroit is a place 
where God happens.

" is is a weekend, overnight 
program. Young People gather 
around themes designed to # t in 
with the Journey to Adulthood 
( J2A) curriculum and many other 
Christian formation programs.

Who Can Attend. . . Nightwatch: 
Detroit is open to students in grades 
6-12 and their friends in the diocese.

Meals. . . Saturday dinner, Sunday 
breakfast, and a snack for the 
ride home as well as snacks and 
beverages throughout the time you 
are at Nightwatch will be provided. 
Vegetarians will # nd plenty to eat, 
but if you have other special dietary 
needs we ask that you bring your 
own food.

! e Cost. . .for this event is $25. 
Contact Pastor Chris for scholarship 
information.
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Supporting 
St. James is Easy!
KROGER REWARDS PROGRAM 

April is the month to sign up for the 
Kroger Rewards Program. It is also 
the time for those who are currently 
enrolled to re-enroll in the program.

If you need assistance in signing up 
for this program,  parishioner- Ted 
MacKinnon has volunteered to help 
guide you through the process.  By 
working with Ted it will make re-
enrolling in the program super easy! 
Contact Ted at 248.647.1628  or 
nw8w@arrl.net.

AMAZONSMILE " e AmazonSmile 
Foundation will donate 0.5% of 
the purchase price of your Amazon 
order. To shop AmazonSmile go to: 
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/38-
1362834.

Anything you purchase on Amazon 
can be purchased through the portal 
AmazonSmile.com

Mother’s Day Photo 
Exhibit
MAMMA MIA!

Family photos and stories link each 
one of us to a loving community.  
During the month of May 2016, our 
St. James gallery will feature photos 
of your mother, step or foster mom, 
or grandmother or even a great-
grandmother. 

All you have to do is provide us 
with a duplicate or original photo 
or a scanned copy of a photo of 
your mother at any time during her 
life – from infant to adult. We’ll 
have a card available for you to note 
a few facts such as name of your 
mom, approximate date of photo, 
where taken and any interesting 
information you would like to share. 

Photos of any size will be accepted 
from Sunday, May 1 through Friday, 
May 6. Please place the photo along 
with the information card provided 
in the basket in Centennial Hall on 
Sunday, May 1. " e basket will be 
moved to the volunteer o$  ce from 
Monday, May 2 through Friday, 
May 6. " e photo exhibit will begin 
on Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 8. 

Be sure to note your name and 
contact information on the reverse 
side of the photo so we can assure 
its safe return to you after Memorial 
Day. 

Questions?  Contacts:  Nan Cowan 
at nancowan1@gmail.com or Susan 
Kelly at kellysl@sbcglobal.net

Square Dance
APRIL 23 
5:30 p.m. in Centennial Hall. 

Everyone is invited to join in on the 
fun! Wear your favorite plaid shirt 
along with leather-soled shoes as we 
will be dancing on carpet. 

Please sign up in Centennial Hall so 
we know how many to plan food for. 

Questions? Contact Shay Pendray at 
shaypendray@comcast.net.

Wear Your Jeans to 
Church Sunday
SAVE THE DATE

SUNDAY,  MAY 1 following the 
10 a.m. service; RAINDATE: 
Saturday, May 14 at 10a.m.

Everyone is invited to wear their 
jeans (or their favorite yard work 
clothes) to church on May 1st to 
do some spring clean-up of our 
church grounds after the 10:00 a.m. 
worship service. " is is a great way 
to actively show your support of St. 
James while having fun and getting 
to know other members of our 
church family. 

Need another reason to help? We’ll 
be saving St. James money. If we 
don’t do the work we’ll need to hire 
a company to do it. 

What do you need to bring?

• A willing spirit! " ere will be 
work for every ability level, we 
promise.

• 4 leaf bags (if you can)

• Your favorite pair of work gloves

St. James parishioners (L to R) Mary 
Walker, Jere Green, Jean Clark, Rachel 
Herbst and Peggy John visited Pingree 
Farm’  baby lambs. 

Look for upcoming events at Pingree 
Farms in " e Light and the May 
edition of " e Spirit.

St. James Preschool fundraiser, Girls 
Night Out, was a wonderful success for 
the second year in a row.
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Adult Forum
EVERY SUNDAY
9:05 a.m. in the Lounge

April 3 and 10 

Viewing of the movie- ! e Way.

With our youth going on pilgrimage 
this year, we will experience the 
classic pilgrimage to Compostella, 
Spain and the tomb of St. James 
through the eyes of Martin 
Sheen. Sheen plays a father 
whose estranged son died on this 
pilgrimage and decided to complete 
the walk his son could not. " emes 
of pilgrimage and how one can 
shape us are the message of ! e Way.

April 17 

We begin a series on immigration. 

Hear some of the legal issues 
involved when trying to come to 
America,. Learn about cultural 
challenges, and hear from an 
educator about the struggles recent 
immigrants have had when entering 
our schools. Look for details on 
topics and presenters each week in 
! e Light.

Wednesday Bible Study
EVERY WEDNESDAY
NOON - 1 p.m. in the Lounge

Join us for an exploration of the 
coming weeks readings, as we 
discuss together the meanings 
we # nd in the book that is the 
foundation of our faith. " e group 
is welcoming and no preparation 
is needed to participate. Pack a 
lunch and join us for the laughter 
and camaraderie that helps us grow 
together.

Wednesday Morning 
Eucharist
EVERY WEDNESDAY, 
7 a.m. in the Chapel 

Join Fr. Josh for Holy Eucharist 
followed by fellowship in the 
Lounge. 

Spirited Conversations
EVERY THURSDAY EVENING

April 7 
7 p.m.; O! site at Michigan By " e 
Bottle, 29932 Woodward Ave, Royal 
Oak, MI 48073;  (248) 850-7175

Let’s talk about Easter! But wait, 
Easter is over… or is it? We are in 
the liturgical season of Easter. What 
does that mean to us, and more 
importantly, what does it mean to 
live as an Easter people?

April 14 
7 p.m. in the Lounge at St. James

During Holy Week the House of 
Bishops of " e Episcopal Church 
unanimously approved a letter to the 
Church. Among other things it says, 
“We reject the idolatrous notion that 
we can ensure the safety of some by 
sacri# cing the hopes of others.” You 
can # nd the letter online or on p. 8 
of this copy of ! e Spirit. How does 
their letter speak to you about living 
as a Christian? Would you have 
signed on?

April 21
7 p.m. in the Lounge

Our youth are heading out on a 
pilgrimage. It’s the # rst time in over 
a decade that St. James has sent 
folks out on pilgrimage. So let’s 
talk about pilgrimage. Why go on a 
pilgrimage? What good do they do? 
Are they only for youth?

April 28
7 p.m. in the Lounge

" is month nine more states voted 
in primaries or caucuses, and with 
only ten more states left we are 
nearing the end of the nominating 
phase of what has already been an 
incredibly acrimonious presidential 
election. Doing our best to avoid 
focusing on particular candidates, we 
will discuss how we, as Christians, 
decide how to vote.

St. James Book Club
EVERY SECOND SATURDAY
11 a.m. the Lounge

Please mark your calendar to join 
us on Saturday, April 9. " e book 
discussion will be on “" e Great 
Swim”.

All parishioners and their friends are 
welcome to attend. 

St. James Readers is registered 
on www.bookmovement.com  
Questions? Contact Barb Spencer at  
bsallena@yahoo.com.

St. James Bridge
EVERY SECOND THURSDAY
1 p.m. in the Lounge 

Do you enjoy playing bridge? Join 
this great group that meets every 
second " ursday of the month here 
at St. James. Call Rachel Herbst or 
Virginia Johnston for details of how 
you can get involved.

Our Mission 
INVITE 

you to the table; 

ILLUMINATE 
our spiritual journey;

SHARE 
Christ’s love with the world

Fr. Josh joined in on the fun of the 
St. James Preschool " eld trip to Robot 
Garage.
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Vestry Meeting Highlights
" e vestry spent a weekend in retreat this month. During that time they got to 
know each other better, discussed dreams for what the church will look like in a 
decade, and began to choose # rst steps toward achieving those goals.

At a short meeting on March 20, after the Palm Sunday Service, the vestry 
heard # nancial, attendance, property, and parish fund reports. " ey also 
# nalized goals for the year and chose areas in which they will work. For more 
on their goals for St. James in 2016, see the front page of ! e Spirit.

House of Bishops Report

" e House of Bishops of the Episcopal Church met March 11-15th in Camp 
Allen, Texas. " ey met in groups for discussion and did some of the business of 
the church, and they also unanimously passed the following statement for the 
entire church.

A Word to the Church Holy Week 2016

“We reject the idolatrous notion that we can ensure the safety of some by 
sacri# cing the hopes of others.”

On Good Friday the ruling political forces of the day tortured and executed an 
innocent man. " ey sacri# ced the weak and the blameless to protect their own 
status and power. On the third day Jesus was raised from the dead, revealing not 
only their injustice but also unmasking the lie that might-makes-right.

In a country still living under the shadow of the lynching tree, we are troubled 
by the violent forces being released by this season’s political rhetoric. Americans 
are turning against their neighbors, particularly those on the margins of society. 
" ey seek to secure their own safety and security at the expense of others. " ere 
is legitimate reason to fear where this rhetoric and the actions arising from it 
might take us.

In this moment, we resemble God’s children wandering in the wilderness. 
We, like they, are struggling to # nd our way. " ey turned from following God 
and worshiped a golden calf constructed from their own wealth. " e current 
rhetoric is leading us to construct a modern false idol out of power and 
privilege. We reject the idolatrous notion that we can ensure the safety of some 
by sacri# cing the hopes of others. No matter where we fall on the political 
spectrum, we must respect the dignity of every human being and we must seek 
the common good above all else.

We call for prayer for our country that a spirit of reconciliation will prevail and 
we will not betray our true selves.

Intercessions & ! anks
With ! anks

Many thanks to our St. James 
parishioners who reach out and visit 
our home, hospital, or rehab bound 
parishioners. We love to hear when 
someone has taken time in their day to 
go and check in on a fellow parishioner.

Intercessions

IMMEDIATE PRAYER LIST: 
Suzy Williams, Elsie Righter, Judy 
Hoe[  er, Ronda Harris, Merle Goatley, 
Laura Woodhouse, Joseph Hardig, 
Jr., Logan Moralez, Lindsey Boswell, 
Nancy, Art

SUSTAINING PRAYER LIST: 
Henry Moye, Joan Adams, Jeannine, 
Ted, Vince Cardinale, Phil Werner, 
Cathy Nelson, Michelle Wells, Richard 
Wells, Bertha Pastor, " e Deneweth 
Family, Rosa Matthews, Alex, Jill, 
Bob Pullar, Ramiro Lopez, Engel 
Metaj, Trevor Sullivan, David Hayes, 
Jessica Jensen, Less Lessenthien, Ray 
McPartlin, Dot, Dave, Mark Roby, 
Dad, Pam, Sarabeth, Steve, Lucy, 
Truman, " e Brainerd Family, Cathy 
McGarvey

SERVING IN THE MILITARY: 
Bret Anstett, Andrew Crowe,  Michelle 
Crowe, Kirk Jackson, Eric Kaltz, Brian 
Hertenstein,  Geo! rey Hertenstein, 
Katie Koetting, Matthew Koetting, 
Je!  Schultz, Isabel Ziogas, " eodore 
Moran

Vestry members (L to R; backrow) Mark Gable, Tom Libby (Senior Warden), Fr. Josh 
Hoover (Rector), Lauri Christianson, Matt Horn, Nate Schmidt;
L to R; front row) Shay Pendray, Elaine Parson, Marty Bones, John Everett, Pam 
Righter, Bill Ward ( Junior Warden).  Not pictured: David Lydy.

Prayer and the Hospital
" e members of your church want to 
pray for you and possibly visit you when 
you are sick. But if you don’t share the 
fact that you are in the hospital or laid 
up, it is hard for us to respond. 

We ask you to please call or have a 
family member call the church to let 
us know when you are headed to the 
hospital. We care deeply for you and 
want to be able to support you in times 
of ill health. 

If there is an immediate concern and 
you want prayer or a visit, please contact 
Fr. Josh at 810. 620.5402.


