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Palm Sunday, April 14
Holy Eucharist with Liturgy of the Palms – 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. in the Church. 
(The 10:00 a.m. procession begins in Shain Park)
We will hear the stories of both Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem and his passion. 
Choral Concert – 4:00 p.m. in the Church
Our choir will present music for Holy Week featuring Mozart’s Solemn Vespers and 
choruses from Handel ’s Messiah.
Monday and Tuesday in Holy Week, April 15 and 16
Holy Eucharist – 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel
Quiet and less formal, we join Jesus for the moments of his final week and witness the 
events that led to his betrayal and arrest.
Wednesday in Holy Week, April 17
Holy Eucharist – 7:00 a.m. in the Chapel
Tenebrae – 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel
The ancient service of Tenebrae combines monastic services from the Triduum as we 
descend with Christ into the darkness.
Maundy Thursday , April 18
Holy Eucharist with Agape Meal and Foot Washing – 6:00 p.m. in Centennial Hall
We remember the final night Jesus spent with his disciples and his institution of the 
Eucharist, then strip the altar when we hear the news of his arrest.
Good Friday, April 19
Liturgy for Good Friday – 12:00 p.m. in the Church
Ecumenical Stations of Holy Week – 3:00  and 6:00 p.m. in the Church
The most painful day in the church year, full of solemn silence. At noon we focus  
on John’s passion account. The afternoon and evening services are Ecumenical stations of 
Holy Week for all ages.
Holy Saturday, April 20
The Great Vigil of Easter – 4:00 p.m. in the Chapel
This multi-generational service is the most important of the year. We join the disciples in their 
fear and loss, and then hear the glad tidings of Resurrection from the women who have been 
to the tomb.
Easter Sunday , April 21
Holy Eucharist  – 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. in the Church
The Sunday on which every other Sundays is based. Join us for a wonderful celebra-
tion with brass and our choirs singing at both services.

Holy Week and Easter Services



2 The Spirit

The Reverend Joshua A. Hoover,  
Rector  
josh@stjamesbirmingham.org
St. James Episcopal Church
355 West Maple Road 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
www.stjamesbirmingham.org
Phone    248-644-0820

The Spirit is a monthly newsletter 
published for members and friends 
of St. James. We are always looking 
for photographs of church events! 
The deadline for submission is the 
15th of each month for the following 
month’s issue. Please email articles 
and/or photos to: churchoffice@
stjamesbirmingham.org or call the 
Parish Administrator.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. 
Wednesdays 7:00 a.m.  
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
PASTORAL CARE
For pastoral emergencies, please 
contact Fr. Josh Hoover at  
810-620-5402
SUNDAYS
8:00 a.m.     Eucharist (Church)
10:00 a.m.   Eucharist (Church)
10:10 a.m.   Church School (Pre-K  
                    through 5th grades)
TUESDAYS
7:00 p.m.     Toastmasters (2nd, 4th)
7:30 p.m.     AA
WEDNESDAYS  
7:00 a.m.     Eucharist (Chapel)
7:30 a.m.     Fellowship & Coffee 
7:30 p.m.     MA    
THURSDAYS 
12:00 p.m.   AA
SATURDAYS 
9:00 a.m.     Knitting (Lounge)

Three-Minute Theology
Palm or Passion?
Sunday April 14th is the date of what we commonly call Palm Sunday this year. 
The Book of Common Prayer calls it The Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday. 
This title denotes its two different and somewhat contradictory themes of Palm 
and Passion, that is the celebration of the triumphal entry into Jerusalem and 
the remembrance of Jesus’ final hours and the pain he endured. We begin by 
reading the story of Jesus’ arrival in the holy city, with the blessing of palms 
and shouts of Hosanna. That will soon turn to prayers and lessons that focus on 
Good Friday and the cross, culminating in the reading of Luke’s Passion Narra-
tive. For some of us who really want to live the liturgy, this change in mood can 
lead to a certain amount of emotional whiplash. Some have complained about 
having both together and asked why we must do them on the same day.
The short answer to why we do both of these together is that the writers of the 
prayer book chose to uphold two ancient customs without choosing between 
them. A Palm procession on this day goes back at least to the 4th century. Both 
writings from that time period and an old lectionary show that Christians in 
Jerusalem would march with palms from the Mount of Olives into the city 
stopping occasionally to hear different accounts of the triumphal entry. And by 
the fifth century, this practice had spread well beyond Jerusalem.
This procession of the palms, however, was never a part of the Sunday ser-
vice. In the early church, it was done in the afternoon. After morning services, 
people would go home for lunch and then meet for the procession. Later, it was 
moved to early morning and the procession would end at the church, where 
the service for the day would include the account of the crucifixion, and there 
was never mention of the palms in the official Eucharistic service of the day. 
This was especially true of the Sarum Rite which was used throughout England 
starting in the 11th century. When Cranmer edited the 1549 Prayer Book there 
was no mention at all of the palms, but rather a first reading of the passion on 
this Sunday. Every service during the week would read a different gospel ver-
sion of the crucifixion in order to keep it in front of people right up until the 
Easter Acclamation.
So when the writers of the 1979 Book of Common Prayer created our current 
liturgy, they were faced with two wonderful and important practices. One was 
to reenact the palm procession. The second was that the reading of the passion 
be not relegated to a single day, but used to frame the entire week. The result is 
our current service that lifts up both, and only leaves one very significant ques-
tion: Does the preacher preach the palms or the passion? Join us on April 14th 
to find out this year’s answer.

Adult Forum
Luke and Acts 
April 7—the final Sunday before Palm Sunday—will conclude our study of the 
gospel of Luke, and after a break for Palm Sunday and Easter we will switch 
our attention to the Acts of the Apostles. This is the second book that Luke 
wrote, changing the story from being about the life of Jesus to the beginnings 
of the church. These two books make up the biggest piece of the New Testa-
ment and studying them is very helpful in understanding both Jesus’ ministry 
and how the church tried to spread it to the world. As always we meet in the 
lounge between services for learning and discussion. Grab some coffee or tea 
and come join us.

mailto:josh@stjamesbirmingham.org
www.stjamesbirmingham.org
mailto:churchoffice@stjamesbirmingham.org
mailto:churchoffice@stjamesbirmingham.org
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Music Notes
GLENN BURDETTE
music@stjamesbirmingham.org
On Palm Sunday, April 14, at 4:00 p.m., the St. James choir and soloists, with 
organist Julie Ford, will present a musical program for Holy Week. Choruses 
from Handel’s Messiah will lead us from Christ’s entry into Jerusalem to a 
foreshadowing of his Passion; several newer works will explore the theme of his 
wondrous love for the world; and in the magnificent sounds of Mozart’s Sol-
emn Vespers, K. 339, the words of the Psalms are used to proclaim that God’s 
promises to the faithful will be fulfilled. 
Mozart once declared that he had been “thoroughly familiar with church style 
[in music] from childhood.” Such a boast could perhaps be expected from a 
precocious young boy who had won enormous acclaim for his keyboard playing 
from the age of six, and whose baptismal name was Theophilus or Amadeus, 
“beloved of God.” But it was no boast. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart had com-
posed his first mass while only eleven, and had conducted its first presentation 
himself before the Austrian emperor, assorted archdukes, archduchesses and 
the like. The Solemn Vespers, composed in 1780, were probably intended for the 
cathedral in Mozart’s hometown of Salzburg, Austria. The text is a set of five 
Psalms (110, 111, 112, 113, and 117) and Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55), and is one of 
two complete vespers services composed by Mozart--both of which, inciden-
tally, employ the same psalms.  The musical styles are varied, ranging from the 
bright Classicism of “Dixit Dominus” and “Beatus vir” to the somber emotive 
counterpoint of “Laudate pueri” to the elegant operatic lyricism of “Laudate 
Dominum.”
Please come and make this musical presentation the start of your Holy Week 
journey.
—Glenn

Financial Update
This is a summary of our financials through February 2019. More details are 
available on the blue and green sheets in Centennial Hall. Please feel free to 
talk to vestry, Peggy John or Fr. Josh if you have any questions.
   Actual  Budgeted Difference
February Income $  21,783           $  25,546   $    -3,763
YTD Income  $155,856           $160,712   $    -4,856
YTD Expenses  $131,955 $135,970 $    -4,015
YTD Total vs Budget      $        -841
Transfer Amount from Parish Fund to date: $0   
Budgeted Transfer for Year: $ 242,734 
5% of Parish Fund (goal number for transfers): $142,000

Vestry Update
In February the vestry joined other vestries from around the diocese for a 
workshop day. We learned ways to evaluate ourselves as a vestry and the work 
that we are doing. In March, vestry met to have further conversations. We 
chose liaison areas within the church and discussed the strengths and weak-
nesses we see in each. There will be no minutes for the March meeting because 
it was a planning meeting and no decisions were made. One thing we will be 
trying for the rest of this year is going to a consent agenda in order to spend 
more time on leadership and visioning at vestry meetings.

Lenten Soup Suppers 
and Formation
Thursdays, April 4 and April 11
The final two soup suppers of Lent 
will conclude our study of the 
Spirituality of the Book of Common 
Prayer with a focus on the Holy 
Eucharist. On April 4 we will have 
the first St. James viewing of the 
“How2Charist.” Our church assisted 
in making possible this presentation 
by the Rev. Callie Swanlund that 
will teach about the beauty and deep 
meaning found in the things we do 
on Sunday mornings, all while 
viewing a celebration of the Eucha-
rist. On April 11, we will discuss 
what we learned the week before, 
learn about how we are shaped week 
by week by participating in the 
Eucharist, and ask our questions.
Soup is served at 6:00 p.m. and the 
study begins at 6:45 p.m. Since we 
need to prepare food for the right 
number of people, we would appre-
ciate if you would let us know you’re 
planning to come by signing up in 
Centennial Hall or contacting the 
Church office. You can also let us 
know of your willingness to help set 
up, to bring soup or cookies, or to 
help clean up. We look forward to 
seeing you.

Chris Gannon, Jessica Gable, and 
Elaine Linstedt preparing the meal for 
Soup Supper on March 21. Following 
dinner, participants discussed the sacra-
ment of Holy Baptism in the Book of 
Common Prayer and looked at biblical 
references to baptism

mailto:music@stjamesbirmingham.org
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From the Associate for Formation and Outreach
CHRIS GANNON 
chris@stjamesbirmingham.org

Youth and Families
G.A.P. (God’s Awesome People)  
YOUTH FELLOWSHIP GATHERINGS

Sunday, April 7, 1:00-3:00 p.m.
(No meeting on the 3rd Sunday, April 21 – because it’s Easter!)
On April 7, G.A.P.—our middle school and high school youth—will meet 
from 1:00-3:00 p.m. for an afternoon of fun and fellowship. At Euchre Night 
last month, Hank won the Grand Prize, earning the honor of planning what 
happens at G.A.P. for a Sunday. You’ll have to be there to find out what he’s got 
planned!

Happening For High Schoolers
April 26 - 28
Happening is a retreat weekend for youth by youth 
that invites young people in grades 9-12 to explore 
their relationships with Jesus, each other, and the 
world. The weekend brings together youth from the 
dioceses of Michigan and Eastern Michigan.
A Happening weekend is filled to the brim with activities, worship, and talks 
led by other youth to offer Christ’s message and ask the real questions about 
God and faith. William Hoover is on the Planning Team!
Happening is Friday, April 26, 6:00 p.m. - Sunday, April 28, 5:30 p.m. at St. 
Christopher’s, Grand Blanc. The cost is $50. Learn more and register online by 
April 12 at https://www.edomi.org/yaya/events/happening/

St. James’ Book Of Wisdom For Our Youth
In the spirit of such books as Life’s Little Instruction Book, we are compiling 
advice from people at St. James. Soon, you’ll be seeing a Sunday bulletin insert 
for you to use to give a small bit of advice (one sentence or less) to our teenag-
ers who will be celebrating Rite-13, an important rite of passage, on Sunday, 
May 5th. Your advice can be something practical (like “Don’t go to bed with 
gum in your mouth.”) or something more profound (like “Be content to seem 
who you really are.”) Both are important to know!!
Please identify yourself by your first name and your age or stage in life. (For 
example, Bob – Age 41, Susan – mother of toddler, Charles – grandfather, etc.) 
Bits of wisdom may be emailed to Pastor Chris.
Example…

“Be kind; be faithful; always do your best; be honorable.”
Nancy, mother of two - age 41 

So be thinking (and praying!) about the advice you want to give to our beloved 
young people this year.

SAVE THE DATE

Vacation Bible School

Monday, June 17 to Thursday, June 20, 
2019, 5:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
Once again, we’re joining forces 
with St. David’s Episcopal Church 
in Southfield for a super Vacation 
Bible School!  The theme is: Who 
Is My Neighbor?! 
Neighbors are more than people 
who live next door. Neighbors are 
more than people in our families or 
communities. Through four Bible 
stories, we’ll lead children on a 
journey to discover more about 
God’s great love. From looking at 
how to be a neighbor to diving into 
what it means to live out our faith, 
our time together will lead children 
deeply into Bible stories focused on 
God’s care and compassion for 
neighbors close at hand and around 
the world. Join us as we discover 
neighbors near and far!
Each night we’ll gather first for  
a simple dinner, followed by 
activities, music, crafts, and recre-
ation! It’ll be a great way  
to start our summer adventures. 
We’ll need lots of help so be on the 
lookout for the sign-up sheets!

Mission:Possible Detroit
August 4-9
Mark your calendars now. Mission: 
Possible Detroit is a ministry 
experience for Youth and Young 
Adults ages 12 and up. More details 
will be coming soon!

mailto:chris@stjamesbirmingham.org
https://www.edomi.org/yaya/events/happening
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Trivia Night
Fundraiser for J2A Pilgrimage
Saturday, April 27, 7:00 p.m.
Quizmasters Josh and Allie Hoover 
are all set to test your knowledge in 
areas ranging from pop culture to 
science to history and many, many 
more. How many charting songs can 
you name that have a fruit or vegeta-
ble in their title? How many feet in 
a furlong? Can you name the NFL 
teams that have changed cities more 
than once since the AFL-NFL 
merger? None of these questions 
will be part of Trivia Night. To find 
out what will, you will need to 
attend. Bring some friends or join a 
team, and help our J2A Class as they 
prepare to head to Quebec this 
summer.

SIGN UP FOR  
Shades Of Pink Walk at the Zoo
Saturday, April 27, 7:00 a.m.
We've prayed for our sisters, Barb, Jean, Sharon, Marianne, Mary, Peggy, Elaine, 
and Pam as they have battled breast cancer; now we walk with and for them! 
We walk to support them and help all those struggling with this brutal disease. 
We walk because we are called to be God’s hands and feet in the world. 
Please join our team Breast Friends of St. James, rally your friends and family 
for donations, and get your walking shoes ready for Saturday, April 27. If you 
can’t walk with us we ask that you would consider making a donation to our 
team. 
Go to: https://shadesofpink.securesweet.com/stjames
Schedule:
7:00 a.m. On-Site Registration/Ticket Pick-Up 
8:00 a.m. Opening Ceremony 
8:30 a.m. Zoo Walk Begins 

Calling all Beginner Gardeners!
A Proactive Approach to Organic Gardening  
Including Vermicomposting 101
April 10, 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Garden Outside The Box is hosting this class  
right here at St James Episcopal Church.
Vermicomposting is a method of cold compost-
ing that is super easy to create and is done 
indoors in a short amount of time with abso-
lutely no odors!
In this workshop you will learn about the 
importance of being proactive instead of 
reactive to successfully garden organically. You 
will also gain an overview of soil health and 
living soils. No previous gardening experience 
required.
Tickets are only $10 (early registration) before 
April 3 / $15 after April 3 / $20 at the door. 
Recommended age: adult
Worms will be available for order at a discounted price
Pre-Registration is recommended:
https://www.gardenoutsidethebox.com/store/p59/CLASS_Registration.html

Easter Vigil
Saturday, April 20, 4:00 p.m.
The Easter Vigil is the central 
service of our entire year. No one 
service represents the whole of 
Christianity better than this service 
that starts in the grief of having lost 
Jesus and ends with the Easter 
Acclamation and the celebration 
that follows. As one writer put it, 
this is the day on which all other 
Sundays are based. Our mini Easters 
each Sunday morning are all meant 
to help us remember this one 
moment in time when the world 
was turned upside down.
Because this service is so important, 
we want to make it more accessible 
for all of our members this year. 
Young and old, new to the Episcopal 
church or a member since the cradle, 
no matter the depth of your faith, 
this service will have something for 
everyone. Fire, interactive readings, 
Baptism, engaging and fun music, 
and lots and lots of Alleluias. Join us 
at 4:00 p.m. on Easter Eve for this 
amazing celebration and a party to 
celebrate the resurrection afterward.

A Special Baby Shower
Thursday, April 4, 5:30-7:30 p.m., Henry Ford Hospital, Detroit
Jean Clark, Carrie Proctor, and Sarah May will join many others at a special 
Baby Shower at Henry Ford Hospital, Detroit in the Buerki Auditorium (on 
the Main Floor). At the shower, gifts are presented for preemies and other 
infants who are patients at the hospital. Among the other gifts will be more 
than 50 hats from the St. James Knitters. We are so thankful to them for the 
way they continue to give back to our church and our area. Join them and 
Saturday at 9:00 a.m. Free valet parking is available at the East Entrance.

https://shadesofpink.securesweet.com/stjames
https://www.gardenoutsidethebox.com/store/p59/CLASS_Registration.html
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Melissa Wojciechowski—248-644-4071
preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org
https://stjames-preschool.org/

We seem to finally be enjoying some 
warmer weather! We have spent 
so much time indoors and will be 
excited to spend time outside. Our 
children strengthen growing muscles 
when they are climbing, running, 
and jumping. 
The preschool will be closed April 1–5 
for Spring Break and again on April 
19 in observance of Good Friday.
Easter is just around the corner and 
that will be the main focus when the 
children return from Spring Break  
on April 8. They will be having fun 
with bunnies and eggs in their class-
rooms and learning in Chapel about 
the sacrifice that God made for all 
God’s children. 
This month, we will also be tak-
ing time to discuss all the changes 
around us. The children will be learn-
ing about the weather and the April 
showers that will bring May flowers 
next month. 
Ms. Kortney Surowiec will be tak-
ing individual and class pictures on 
April 15 and 16. They will be back 
just in time for Mother’s Day!
On April 26, the preschool will be 
hosting its first Sweetheart Dance. 
The children will have the oppor-
tunity to bring a special person in 
their life to enjoy a treat with and 
dance the evening away!
Continued blessings to you and yours.
—Melissa

Photos, right: Preschooler’s art displayed 
in the Birmingham Public Library 

(top); group art projects auctioned off 
at Girls’ Night Out, clockwise from 

top left: Tots; 4-year-olds; 3-year-olds; 
4-year-olds; Kindergarten Readiness 

Class. 

mailto:preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org
https://stjames-preschool.org
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Rally Night – Preschoolers and their families enjoyed the annual tradition of Rally Night, racing Matchbox cars and sam-
pling healthy snacks (including carrot “dip sticks” and fruit “traffic lights”). They also assembled edible race cars for dessert!
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Our Mission 
INVITE you to the table 
ILLUMINATE our spiritual journey
SHARE Christ’s love with the world

St. James Vestry
2017–2020

Ralph Castelli, Finance
Katie Haenggi, Outreach
Pam Landgraf, Jr. Warden
Will Yeats, Worship
2018-2021

Bill Booth
Julee Parker, Fellowship
Bill Ward, Property
Michele Wogaman, Sr. Warden
2019-2022

John Hoeffler, Personnel
Christina Lawson, Formation
Barrett Newgeon, Property
Ed Sutter, Pastoral Care

Intercessions
IMMEDIATE PRAYER LIST: 
Kiera; Penny; Claire; Nev Curtis; 
Lucy; Althea; Mary; Lisa; 
Natalie; Alonna; Noah Russell; 
Mildred Smith; Grace; Margot; 
Jason; Bobby; Martha; Marcia; 
Irene; Mark; Katey Yeats; 
Amy; Betty Hall, Bill, JoAnn, 
Mike Kostrzewski, Theresa 
Washington, Justin Kelly.
SUSTAINING PRAYER LIST: 
Steve; Michelle Wells; Richard 
Wells; Jeannine; Trevor Sullivan; 
Engel Metaj; Vince Cardinale; 
Bertha Pastor; Dot; Dave; Merle 
Goatley; Elsie Righter; Pat 
Semivan; John and Sue Womack; 
Joe Hardig; Barbara Livy; Jon 
Wickens; Rachel Heeren; David 
K.; the Joiner family; Pete; Elsie 
Overy; Tom Woodside.
SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Bret 
Anstett, Andrew and Michelle 
Crowe, Brian Hertenstein, 
Geoffrey Hertenstein, Theodore 
Moran, Jeff Schultz, Hugo 
Stange.
IN MEMORIAM: Judith Bow

Mark your Calendar
Preschool Spring Break
April 1-5
Community Baby Shower
Thursday, April 4, 5:30-7:30 at  
Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit
Join the knitters from St. James who 
each year donate hand-knit caps to 
be given to premature babies.
Lenten Soup Supper
Thursday, April 4 
Dinner at 6:00 p.m. 
Formation programs at 6:45 p.m.
See p. 3 for more information.
G.A.P. (God’s Awesome People)
Sunday, April 7, 1:00-3:00 p.m.
Vestry Meeting
Monday, April 8, 6:00 p.m. in the 
Breakfast Room.
A Proactive Approach to  
Organic Gardening  including  
Vermicomposting 101
April 10, 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.
A workshop by Garden Outside the 
Box. See p. 5 for details.
Lenten Soup Supper
Thursday, April 11 
Dinner at 6:00 p.m. 
Formation programs at 6:45 p.m.
Palm Sunday
Sunday, April 14
8:00 a.m. – Holy Eucharist with 
Liturgy of the Palms
10:00 a.m. – Holy Eucharist with Palm 
Procession, beginning in Shain Park 
Palm Sunday Choral Concert
Sunday, April  14. See p. 3 for details.
Monday and Tuesday in Holy Week
April 15 and 16, 7:00 p.m. in the 
Chapel  – Holy Eucharist
Tenebrae
Wednesday, April 17, 7:00 p.m.  
in the Chapel
Maundy Thursday – Agape Meal with 
Footwashing and Holy Eucharist 
Thursday, April 18, 6:00 p.m.  
in Centennial Hall
Good Friday - Preschool Closed
Friday, April 19

Good Friday
Friday, April 19
Liturgy for Good Friday, 12:00 noon 
in the Church
Ecumenical Stations of Holy Week, 
3:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. in the Church
The Great Vigil of Easter
Saturday, April 20, 4:00 p.m. in the Chapel
Easter Sunday - Holy Eucharist
Sunday, April 21, 8:00 and 10:00 
a.m. in the Church
Church Offices Closed
Easter Week, April 22-26
Trivia Night
Saturday, April 27, 7:00 p.m. in 
Centennial Hall
Robert Booth Memorial
Saturday, May 4, 11:00 a.m.  
in the Church
Pat Smith Memorial 
Saturday, May 4, 2:00 p.m. 
in the Church
Ministry Fair
Saturday, May 4 
at Diocesan Center in Detroit 
4800 Woodward Avenue (corner of 
Warren)
Kate Rosen Studio Recital
Saturday, May 11, 4:00 p.m. in the 
Church
Mission:Possible Detroit
August 4-9
A local mission experience for Youth 
and Young Adults ages 12 and up. 
More details will be coming soon!

Bishop Election Schedule
Visit edomi.org for updates
Walkabouts
Friday, May 17, 7:00 p.m.  
Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Detroit
Saturday, May 18, 4:00 p.m. 
All Saints’, East Lansing
Sunday, May 19, 3:30 p.m.:  
St. Clare’s of Assisi, Ann Arbor
Electing Convention 
Saturday, June 1, 2019  
Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Detroit

http://www.edomi.org

