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Services and Events   
for Advent and Christmas 2017

Winter Markt—December 1-3      
Pictured, left: St. Nick ( Jon Wickens) and Carole Woolsey at 2016 Winter Markt
Members of the church will be staffing our tent in Shain Park, selling goods to 
benefit Alternatives for Girls. Please stop by and say hello as you stroll around 
this fun family event.

Breakfast With Santa—December 2, 9 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. seatings   
We host the Birmingham Youth Assistance’s trademark holiday event.

St. Nicholas Day—December 3, 10 a.m.   
Not to be confused with Santa Claus... St. Nicholas will be in church for a visit 
at the end of the service today, with treats for the kids!

Advent Glow—December 8—6 p.m.   
This special evening for women is an opportunity in the midst of the busy 
season to slow down, to remember what we are celebrating, to visit, and to pray. 
Join us and bring some quiet and beauty into your life.

Advent Lessons and Carols—December 10, 4 p.m.   
A service meant for contemplation and stillness, Advent Lessons and Carols 
reminds us of the importance of waiting and listening. Beautiful music and 
lessons prepare us for the coming of Christ into the world.

Christmas Pageant, Brunch, & Santa’s Helpers—December 17, 10 a.m.
The Liturgy of the Word at the 10 a.m. service is replaced with a dramatic 
retelling of the Christmas story. Afterward, join us for fellowship and brunch. 
Don’t forget that the gifts for Santa’s Helpers are due this day!

 

Christmas Eve Family Service—December 24, 5 p.m.   
Our first Christmas service is designed for children but also meaningful for 
adults. Our youth and bell choirs will help lead worship and we will hear the 
story of that first Christmas.

Christmas Eve Festal Eucharist—December 24, 10 p.m.   
Traditional lessons will lead shepherds, angels and us to the manger. Favorite 
carols sung by our choir will fill the church with beauty and make your soul 
soar. And Candlelight will remind us of the arrival of this one small light into 
the world in the person of the Christ child. 

Christmas Day Eucharist—December 25, 9 a.m.   
A quieter, more meditative service in which we break bread and sing  
Christmas carols together.

See inside for more details.
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The Reverend Joshua A. Hoover,  
Rector
St. James Episcopal Church
355 West Maple Road 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
www.stjamesbirmingham.org
Phone    248.644.0820

The Spirit is a monthly newsletter 
published for members and friends 
of St. James. We are always looking 
for photographs of church events! 
The deadline for submission is the 
15th of each month for the following 
month’s issue. Please email articles 
and/or photos to: churchoffice@
stjamesbirmingham.org or call the 
Parish Administrator, at ext.7200.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays 8 and 10 a.m. 
Wednesdays 7 a.m.  
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
PASTORAL CARE
For pastoral emergencies, please 
contact Fr. Josh Hoover at 810. 
620.5402
SUNDAYS
8 a.m.          Eucharist (Church)
9 a.m.          Educational          
                    Opportunities
10 a.m.        Eucharist (Church)
10:10 a.m.   Church School (Pre-K  
                    through 5th grades)
TUESDAYS
7 p.m.          Toastmasters (2nd, 4th)
7:30 p.m.     AA
WEDNESDAYS  
7 a.m.          Eucharist (Chapel)
7:30 a.m.     Fellowship & Coffee 
12 p.m.        Bible Study (Lounge)
7:30 p.m.      MA    
THURSDAYS 
12 p.m.        AA
SATURDAYS 
9 a.m.          Knitting (Lounge)

Two-Minute Theology
Advent
The Rev. Josh Hoover

Advent this year begins on Sunday, December 3. The world around us is already 
saying Merry Christmas and having parties. The chances are good that you  
already have a tree up in your house and lights on the outside. And there is 
nothing wrong with getting a running start to the holiday season. But the 
church is different. When you enter St. James it isn’t yet Christmas… we save 
that for the 24th. Instead, we are marking a period of preparation, of getting 
ready for what is to come.
The word advent means coming, and during this season, we prepare ourselves 
for the coming of Christ in three different ways. The first is our Christmas cel-
ebration, Jesus’ coming to be amongst us in bodily form, to take on our form in 
order to welcome us into God’s family. The second is the many ways in which 
Jesus continues to come to us in our lives today, in moments of reflection, in  
nature, in the face of a friend or someone in need. The third is our looking 
ahead to when Christ will come again to heal the divides of this world, to  
conquer death and sin, and welcome us into his kingdom.
During Advent, the church invites you to slow down, to take a few moments 
for quiet and to consider how it is that Jesus is coming into your life. Even 
as we prepare for our Christmas celebration, we will make time on Sunday 
mornings, at Lessons and Carols, and throughout the season for contemplation 
about what this festival means to us. We invite you to also participate at home 
with an Advent wreath or our booklet, “An Illustrated Advent for Families.”
 How is it that you need to prepare your heart, your mind, your life for the 
coming of Christ into the world? What do you need in order to not just  
celebrate a holiday, but to be more aware that God is with you, to give thanks 
for the fact that the creator of all came to be like one of us, to celebrate the 
promise that he is coming back? This is what the season of Advent is for,  
and we hope you will find some moments to do just this during the month  
of December.

December 24: One Day, Two Seasons (this year)
Only ONE service in the morning – 10 a.m. – for Advent 4
Christmas Eve is also a Sunday this year, which makes the morning the fourth 
Sunday of Advent. Because of this, and to save our staff, Altar Guild, and other 
volunteers from being overworked that day, the vestry has decided to cancel 
the 8:00 service that morning. St. James will celebrate the Fourth Sunday of 
Advent at the 10:00a.m. service that morning.

Briefly Noted
New 12-Step Program Comes to St. James
On Wednesday evenings, St. James is 
now hosting a Marijuana Anonymous 
meeting. This meeting, hosted by a 
member of the Birmingham commu-
nity, is  
a closed meeting – meaning that meet-
ings are open only to those recovering 
from marijuana addiction.The group 
will be meeting in the Lounge on 
Wednesdays beginning at 7:30 p.m.

Greening of the 
Church
Tuesday, December 19, 3 p.m.

We invite you to join us as we 
decorate the church with trees, 
greens, and lights to help prepare 
for our Christmas celebration. We 
give especial thanks for Margo 
Campbell’s willingness to keep us 
straight and make sure everything 
goes in the right place.
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Music Notes
GLENN BURDETTE—ext. 7206 
music@stjamesbirmingham.org
The choir will sing the beauti-
ful candlelight service of Lessons 
and Carols for Advent this year on 
Sunday, December 10 at 4:00 p.m., 
joining the congregation on several 
favorite Advent hymns, and prepar-
ing for the joyful sounds of Christ-
mas to come. Bring a friend, escape 
the thronging shoppers, and hear 
and proclaim the real reason for  
the season. 
The youth choristers of the St. James 
Choir are preparing the 5:00 service 
on Christmas Eve, at which they’ll  
be joined by the St. James Ringers. 
For the 10:00 p.m. service that day, 
the choir will begin with an abbrevi-
ated Christmas lessons and carols 
leading into the Holy Eucharist.
Many thanks are due to the Se-
nior Choir for their care and skill 
in singing the Faure Requiem on 
November 5. And I am especially 
grateful for those who helped us out: 
Elaine Linstedt, Michele and Steve 
Wogaman, and David McDonald 

Financial Update
These are our financials updated through the end of October. Please feel free  
to talk to vestry, Peggy John, or Fr. Josh if you have any questions.
   Actual  Budgeted Difference
October Income  $ 28,005   $ 30,533  $ -2,528
YTD Income  $ 415,825  $ 429,702  $-13,877
YTD Expenses  $ 600,738   $ 610,926   $ -10,187
     YTD Total: $3,689 worse than budget
Transfer Amount from Parish Fund to date: $ $136,661   
Budgeted Transfer for Year: $ 183,700 
5% of Parish Fund (goal number for transfers): $140,000

Vestry Update
At their November meeting, the vestry:

•	 Received	reports	from	Stewardship,	Property	and	Personnel
•	 Heard	plans	for	Winter	Markt
•	 Chose	to	have	one	service	on	morning	of	Sunday,	December	24
•	 Received	and	discussed	job	description	for	new	PreSchool	Director
•	 Chose	to	end	lease	with	Khao	San	and	open	discussion	about	catering
•	 Discussed	retreat	for	February	2018	and	topics	to	cover

in the choir, and Debbie Wogaman, 
who played horn on three Requiem 
movements. David McDonald, 
Chris Peters, and Sara Carlson 
handled the solo sections wonder-
fully; Janice LaMarre and Mauricio 
Betanzo did a superb job as well 
on violin and cello respectively.
In fact, several of our singers were 
doing double duty that weekend: 
our ad hoc ensemble of Sara Carl-
son, Susan McDonald, Lauri Chris-
tianson, and Chris Peters showed 
their musical versatility in singing 
“Lean on Me” and “O Happy Day” 
for the Stewardship Big Event on 
the evening before. It was equally 
fine, though in a different way, as 
is entirely fitting and proper.
The Oakland Choral Society 
returned to St. James for a con-
cert on November 19. Though not 
specifically a holiday program, one 
did get a foretaste of the Advent 
and Christmas seasons in several 
numbers. But for the full effect, 

Did you know?
Janice LaMarre, who played violin for 
us during the Fauré Requiem on All 
Souls, offers violin lessons right here 
at St. James! 
Ask Glenn for information if you 
know a child or an adult who might 
be interested!

please be sure to come to the 
Advent Lessons and Carols on 
December 10 and the Christmas 
Eve and Christmas Day services. 

—Glenn

Amazon Smile 
If you’re planning to do your 
Christmas shopping online, re-
member that St. James can get a 
small percentage of any purchase 
you make from Amazon.com at no 
extra expense to you. 
All you have to do is go to https://
smile.amazon.com and when asked 
who you want to support, type in 
“St. James Protestant Episcopal 
Church”. One small step can make 
a real difference. 
Thank you for all the ways you 
continue to support St. James!

Archivist Sought 
Over many years, Nancy Platz did a 
wonderful job keeping our archives. 
She clipped newspaper articles, 
printed out obituaries, compiled pic-
tures, and made sure we have a re-
cord of the good work being done at 
St. James. We are currently looking 
for her successor. Ideally, this would 
be someone who could not only 
compile new items for the archives, 
but could also begin the process of 
digitalizing the good work Nancy 
did in the past. If this sounds like 
you, please contact Elaine, in the 
office, or talk to Fr. Josh.
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From the Associate for Formation and Outreach
CHRIS GANNON—ext. 7203 
chris@stjamesbirmingham.org
G.A.P. (God’s Awesome People) 
YOUTH FELLOWSHIP GATHERINGS
Our youth (grades 6th and up) meet on the 1st and 3rd Sundays for a time of 
fellowship, fun, prayer, and food, from 1pm to 3pm.  
Dress for the cold weather on  
December 3 as we’ll be in Shain Park staffing the Winter Markt booth! On the 
December 17 we’ll be assisting with Santa’s Helpers immediately following the 
Pageant Brunch and then we’ll have our annual Christmas celebration. Please 
bring a wrapped gift ($10 limit).  See you there!

ADVENT FOR FAMILIES
Beginning on Sunday, December 3,  
please be sure to pick up your Advent booklet, “An Illustrated Advent for 
Families” – a meaningful way to engage our families in faith formation this Ad-
vent season. It’s the perfect time of the year to try something new. This resource 
encourages us to slow down, ask questions, have fun, and be intentional about 
how we spend our time this holiday season. It includes coloring pages, devo-
tions, an Advent Wreath activity, and an Advent Calendar.
A VISIT FROM SAINT NICK
Sunday, December 3  
at the 10:00 a.m. service

Once again we will be graced by a visit from Saint Nicholas.  Join us as we 
celebrate St. Nicholas on this day in Advent. Learn more about the life of this 
follower of Christ who helps us remember Christmas is a feast of love, hope, 
kindness and generosity. 

PAGEANT BRUNCH
Sunday, December 17  
following the Christmas Pageant at the  
10 a.m. worship service. 

Please sign up in Centennial Hall or by contacting the Church Office. Share 
this special Advent Sunday with a friend and neighbor.

GREENING OF THE CHURCH
December 24 starting after the 10:00 a.m. service

Come and help us as we decorate the church for the holidays. All hands on 
deck! We’ve got a job for everyone. Please let Pastor Chris know that you’ll be 
here so we have enough refreshments!

Moonbeams  
For Sweet Dreams
Being a patient in the hospital can 
be a very lonely experience, especial-
ly for children.  Beyond the physical 
challenges of illness, they also face 
psychological and emotional stress 
during hospitalization.  They miss 
their friends and school. They miss 
home. They’re scared.  They’re iso-
lated in the hospital, often unable to 
leave their rooms, as the rest of the 
world continues without them. 
Through Moonbeams For Sweet 
Dreams, Beaumont’s Pediatric Fam-
ily Advisory Council has found a 
way to let them know they’re not 
alone. With our help, they can make 
sure the kids go to bed with smiles 
on their faces.  During the month of 
December, groups are asked to bring 
flashlights and take a moment to 
join together outside of Beaumont 
Children’s each night to say good-
night to the special young patients.  
The children will be anxiously 
awaiting our arrival with flashlights 
of their own. At 8pm every evening, 
they will flash their lights from the 
hospital windows and look for you 
to flash back from outside. It’s sim-
ple and easy. It only takes a few min-
utes, but it will mean a great deal 
to our patients and their families. 
St. James has signed up to be there 
on FRIDAY, DECEMBER 29th 
with flashlights in hand! Please plan 
on meeting at the church at 6:45 
p.m. so we can carpool down. Af-
terwards we’ll head on down to the 
Detroit Bubble Tea Co in Ferndale 
for a treat.
Please let Pastor Chris know you’ll 
be joining us.
This is in place of a Fifth Sunday 
Outreach Project this month.

Adult Forum
Sundays at 9:05 in the Lounge

Our survey of the Bible is nearly complete and we have a somewhat shortened 
month in December, but we hope you can join us for our final two genres. On 
December 3 we will learn about the Epistles, the letters written in the New 
Testament. Then on December 10 we will wrap up with Apocalyptic Literature. 
There will be no Adult Forum on December 17th and 24th.
Plans are underway now for the winter and spring, so if you have something 
you would like to study or just a topic that might be interesting, please contact 
Nan Cowan, Michele Wogaman, or Fr. Josh. 
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Church Officers Needed 
We are looking for volunteers to fill 
the roles of Treasurer and Secretary 
to the Vestry. 
We are grateful to Katy Noser for 
several years of dedicated service 
as Treasurer, and would like to let 
her move on to other things. The 
Treasurer works with the Finance 
Committee in crafting a budget to 
recommend to the Vestry. In ad-
dition, he or she reports on the 
church’s financial performance to 
the Vestry.
The Secretary of the Vestry attends 
Vestry meetings and records minutes 
which are submitted to the Parish 
Administrator to be approved in the 
following Vestry meeting.
Interested? Speak with Fr. Josh or 
contact the Church office.

We Welcome the Newly Baptized - Liam Christianson

On October 29, we observed the Feast of All Saints, enriching our celebration 
with the baptism of a brand new saint: Liam Christianson, grandson of Lauri 
and Murray Christianson. Liam’s parents are Karen and Keith Christianson. 
He was sponsored in baptism by a great cloud of witnesses – Lauri and Murray 
Christianson, Melinda and Andrew Campbell, Craig Campbell, Christine  
Campbell, Carolyn Campbell, Graeme and Melanie Christianson, Deirdre and 
Eric Hennebury, Virginia and Jon Aucutt, Penelope and Robert Hewer... and the 
congregation of St. James Church!
Photos (clockwise, from above): Parents and sponsors look on as Liam is baptized in the name  
of the Holy Trinity, sealed by the Holy Spirit with the oil of Chrism, and presented with a  
baptismal candle, lit from the Paschal candle, representing the light of Christ.

Santa’s Helpers
(Psst – That’s YOU!)
Each year St. James adopts families from the Metro Detroit area who need 
a little extra help. They are chosen by outside agencies, including Greenfield 
Union School, where our tutors work. We receive wish lists for each family and 
members of our church community shop for the items requested. In addition, 
each family receives boxes of food to make the holiday extra special. If you 
would like to sponsor a family, you can contact Margo Campbell, or find her 
after church in Centennial Hall. All gifts need to be in by Sunday, December 
17 so they can be delivered the following day. In addition to purchasing gifts, 
you can also help on Sunday afternoon sorting all of the presents and food, or 
on Monday the 18th when we will deliver the presents.
This is the time of year when we celebrate the gift of God among us, when we 
give thanks for the fact that God loves us so much that he was willing to come 
and be like us. It is a wonderful tribute to our faith in that fact that we live out 
his command to love one another, to share the joy, and to help others also share 
in this wonderful holiday. Thank you for helping so many families and children, 
that we hear every year about the tears of gratitude. Thank you for living out 
your faith, by choosing to love and serve your neighbors.
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St. James Preschool
SHAR WICKENS—248.644.4071
preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org

The holidays are upon us and things 
are getting busy everywhere. At St. 
James Preschool we are planning for 
all the holiday crafts and activities 
the children look forward to! We are 
preparing to make holiday projects 
for decorations and very special gifts 
for the family. 
We have families from a variety 
of different cultures who celebrate 
different holiday traditions. We 
have parents come in and talk about 
family activities and show the many 
different ways they enjoy this time 
of year.
It is a good time for us to discuss 
giving to other families who don’t 
have as much as we do. St. James 
Church’s “Santa’s Helpers” is a won-
derful opportunity for the children 
to really experience this by bringing 
an item for the family the preschool 
is sponsoring.
Thank you for your support with the 
‘Pie Fundraiser’! The children have 
enjoyed using the new light box and 
basketball hoops!
Our holiday party will be held on 
Thursday, December 14th.  Please 
join us in Centennial Hall from 
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. to make 
candy houses, decorate cookies,  
visit with Santa and enjoy the  
music program.
We wish you and your family a very 
happy and healthy holiday.

— Cathy, Engrid, Jaclyn,  
Melissa, Marie, Tracey,  

Allison, Fabie, Ann, Peg,  
Renee, Katie, Patty,  

and Shar

Greenfield Union Tutors Needed
Tutoring continues at Greenfield Union School and our reputation at the 
school is a positive one. A new first-grade teacher personally requested tutoring 
assistance for her class. We may be able to honor her request from our cur-
rent group, but it would be even easier to provide help if additional volunteers 
could join us. Is this outreach work for you? Professional teaching experience 
is not required. Anyone willing to listen to a child and help him/her navigate 
school work already has excellent credentials. Please contact Susan McDon-
ald at elizamc428@comcast.net if this kind of experience speaks to you.
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“The Big Event” in Pictures
This year, we celebrated Stewardship in style. On Novem-
ber 4, we gathered as a church family to enjoy each other’s 
company and think about the wonderful legacy of St. James.
After a reception in the lounge with favorite appetizers pro-
vided by members of the Vestry, we were treated to a  
program of entertainment with music by the St. James 
Quartet (Sarah Carlson, Lauri Christianson, Susan McDon-
ald, and Chris Peters, pictured, right). Debra Lawson read a 
poem by Jack Ridl, and David Stout performed “Ode to a 
Krispy Kreme” by John MCutcheon. 
In his meditation, Fr. Josh shared a little of his own spiritual 
journey and those who had been an influence on him. He 
asked us to think about and give thanks for those who have 
helped us grow our faith, and to consider how we have and 
might continue to help others in their own relationship with 
God.
After the program, everyone enjoyed a delicious meal.  
Thanks to the Stewardship Committee and Shay Pendray 
for all their hard work planning this event!
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Our Mission 
INVITE you to the table 
ILLUMINATE our spiritual journey
SHARE Christ’s love with the world

St. James Vestry
2015–2018
David Lydy
Susan McDonald
Pam Righter
Nate Schmidt

2016–2019
Marty Bones
Lauri Christianson
John Everett
Daniel Righter

2017–2020
Ralph Castelli
Katie Haenggi
Pam Landgraf
Emily Johnson

Intercessions
IMMEDIATE PRAYER LIST: Kiera, Neil Everett, Ella, David K., Penny, 
Shirley, Liam Kessel, The Hurd family, Maritza, David, Mark Principe, John 
Slocum, Meghan Baxter, Danny, Barb, Pat Smith, Jerry, Cynthia, Rich, John 
and Sue, Rena Sutter, Claire, Susan Danley, Kathy and Jim, Nicole Toth.
SUSTAINING PRAYER LIST: Ed Proctor, Jill, Steve, Michelle Wells, 
Richard Wells, Jeannine, Ted, Trevor Sullivan, Judy Hoeffler, Engel Metaj, 
Vince Cardinale, Bertha Pastor, Dot and Dave, Dad, Lucy, Truman, Logan 
Moralez, Merle Goatley, Elsie Righter, the Jensen family, the LaRocca-
Hammond family, James Olson and family, James, Pat Semivan, Benjamin 
Ziogas, Eula Fyke, James, George Stannis, John Womack, Anne, George, 
Joe Hardig, Barbara Livy, Isabel Ziogas, all those affected by hurricanes and 
forest fires.
IN MEMORIAM: Julia Wilson.

Mark your Calendar
BYA Breakfast With Santa 
Saturday, December 2, Centennial Hall 
Seatings at 9 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.  
Right here at St. James!  Children 
can have their picture taken with 
Santa, and there will be a live rein-
deer! And there’s breakfast! All for 
$20 per person; benefits Birming-
ham Youth Assistance.

Winter Markt 
December 1-3 in Shain Park 
Thank you to all who are volunteer-
ing to staff the St. James booth! 
Stop by and get some of your holi-
day shopping done early.

Advent Glow:  An Evening for Women 
Friday, December 8, 6 p.m. 
An evening of prayer and fellowship 
to set the tone for the season of Ad-
vent so that women can be inspired 
and leave with a “warm glow” of fel-
lowship to carry through the season.
Christmas Pageant 
Sunday December 17  
during the 10 a.m. service

This year’s pageant focuses on the 
telling of the Christmas Story 
through the eyes of all four evan-
gelists. We hope you will come and 
enjoy hearing the familiar Christmas 
story told by our youth and learn 
something about what each of the 
gospel writers wanted us to know 
about Jesus. 
Afterwards, join us in Centennial 
Hall for brunch and some holiday 
cheer. It’s a great day to invite a 
friend to church!

The Greening of the Church 
Tuesday, December 19, 3 p.m.
We invite you to join us as we  
decorate the church with trees, 
greens, and lights to help prepare  
for our Christmas celebration. 

Upcoming Church Office Closures
December 25 through January 1  
Church offices will be closed from 
December 25 through January 1 for 
the Christmas holiday. 
Please note: There will be no Wednes-
day Eucharist on December 27.
January 15  
Church offices will be closed in  
observance of the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Holiday.

 

The “Big Event”—Were You There?
Photos inside!  (see p. 7)

Save the Date!
Girls’ Night Out  – A Benefit  for   
St. James Preschool
March 2, 2018 
We have some new vendors this  
year to add to the “Fashion, Food, 
and Fun with Friends” activities. 
Tickets cost $30.00 before March 
2nd and benefit St. James Preschool.


