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St. James Preschoolers enjoyed a Thanksgiving Feast in 
November.

Advent and Christmas Schedule
St. James is offering many ways to celebrate the coming of 
God into the world this year. We hope you find and partici-
pate in ones that bring deeper meaning to your Christmas. 
You can learn more about many of these inside the Spirit.
Winter Markt 
November 30 - December 2   
Members of the church are staffing our tent in Shain Park and 
selling wonderful items from our knitters, youth, and preschool 
classes. Please stop by, say hello, and support their work.
St. Nicholas Day 
December 2, 10:00 a.m.  
It may not be Christmas yet, but St. Nicholas will be in church 
for a visit at the end of each service to remind us that this feast 
is about love, hope, kindness, and generosity.
Advent Glow 
December 6, 6:00 p.m.  
This special evening for women is an opportunity in the midst 
of the busy season to slow down, to visit with one another, and 
to pray. Join us and bring some quiet and beauty into your life.
Carols and Calories 
December 8, 6:00 p.m.  
Sing your favorite carols, and enjoy wonderful desserts as we 
gather in Centennial Hall for some pre-Christmas fun.
Music for Advent and Christmas 
December 9, 4:00 p.m.  
The St. James Choir presents festive music, accompanied by a 
brass group, featuring the Pinkham Christmas Cantata and 
carols for singers and listeners alike.
Christmas Pageant and Brunch /Santa’s Helpers 
December 16, 10:00 a.m.  
During the 10:00 service, our youth will use drama and time 
travel to retell the Christmas story and invite us all to ponder 
what we want to give God this year. Afterward join us for 
fellowship and brunch, and don’t forget that the gifts for 
Santa’s Helpers are due this day.
Greening of the Church 
December 22, 9:30 a.m.  
On the weekend before Christmas the greenery comes out. 
There are jobs for everyone as we work to make the church 
look beautiful for our holiday services.

Christmas Services
Christmas Eve  
Family Service
December 24 
5:00 p.m.
Our first Christmas 
service is designed 
for children while 
trying to keep 
meaning for adults. 
Our youth and bell 
choirs will help lead 
worship and we will 
hear the story of that 
first Christmas.

Christmas Eve Festal Eucharist
December 24, 10:00 p.m.
Traditional lessons will lead shepherds, angels, and 
us to the manger. Favorite carols sung by our choir 
will fill the church with beauty and make your soul 
soar. And candlelight will remind us of the arrival of 
this one small light into the world in the person of 
the Christ child. 

Christmas Day Eucharist
December 25, 9:00 a.m. 
A quieter, more meditative service in which we 
break bread and sing Christmas carols together.
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The Reverend Joshua A. Hoover,  
Rector  
josh@stjamesbirmingham.org
St. James Episcopal Church
355 West Maple Road 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
www.stjamesbirmingham.org
Phone    248-644-0820

The Spirit is a monthly newsletter 
published for members and friends 
of St. James. We are always looking 
for photographs of church events! 
The deadline for submission is the 
15th of each month for the following 
month’s issue. Please email articles 
and/or photos to: churchoffice@
stjamesbirmingham.org or call the 
Parish Administrator.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. 
Wednesdays 7:00 a.m.  
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
PASTORAL CARE
For pastoral emergencies, please 
contact Fr. Josh Hoover at  
810-620-5402
SUNDAYS
8:00 a.m.     Eucharist (Church)
10:00 a.m.   Eucharist (Church)
10:10 a.m.   Church School (Pre-K  
                    through 5th grades)
TUESDAYS
7:00 p.m.     Toastmasters (2nd, 4th)
7:30 p.m.     AA
WEDNESDAYS  
7:00 a.m.     Eucharist (Chapel)
7:30 a.m.     Fellowship & Coffee 
7:30 p.m.     MA    
THURSDAYS 
12:00 p.m.   AA
SATURDAYS 
9:00 a.m.     Knitting (Lounge)

Ministry Opportunity
Funeral/Memorial Reception Committee
Hospitality – a virtue commended throughout Scripture – is at the heart of 
many ministries here at St. James, from ushering to Coffee Hour and various 
outreach programs. One ministry with a strong tradition at St. James is cur-
rently in need of rejuvenation: the Funeral/Memorial Reception Committee. 
For many years, Margaret Moran chaired or co-chaired the committee, and 
Shay Pendray and Pauline Veil served as interim co-chairs after Margaret 
stepped down. Their service, and the service of all past committee members is 
greatly appreciated. However, if this ministry is to continue, we need to find a 
new chairperson.
The Funeral/Memorial Reception Committee would help to offer a caring 
presence from St. James whenever a funeral or memorial service is followed by a 
reception in Centennial Hall. Members would assist caterers in their set-up, 
particularly if they are not familiar with our space. In addition, members would 
offer our “silver service,” preparing and often serving coffee and tea and cleaning 
the silver afterward. This simple gesture lets grieving families know that their 
larger family at St. James cares and supports them in their time of loss.
While a new chair could reconfigure the ministry, in the past, members have 
been scheduled in pairs for a few weeks during the year to be on call in case 
their help was needed. Those members would then call on others to help 
according to the needs of a particular service. 
Anyone who is interested is welcome to consider joining the committee - men 
and women alike. If you are interested in serving on this committee or in 
serving as chair to re-organize it, please contact the church office.

Notes on End-of-Year Giving
From Financial Administrator Peggy John 
financial@stjamesbirmingham.org
• Stocks must be transferred before December 17, 2018 to be credited to your 
2018 year pledge or your 2019 prepayment.  Please notify Peggy John to 
identify any stock name transferred. 
• Your 2018 year-end pledge statements will be mailed in early 2019. 
• If you need to know the balance on your pledge, please call the church office 
and ask for Peggy John, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. daily.  
• The books will be closed as of January 7, 2019.  
• 2019 Envelopes will be in Centennial Hall beginning Sunday, December 16, 
2018.  If you do NOT find an envelope box and would like to receive one, 
please call the church office to request a box.
Direct Giving to St. James from your IRA
Many of our members are required to take a minimum distribution out of their 
IRA each year. In 2015 Congress made it possible to give this minimum 
withdrawal, up to $100,000, directly to a charity tax free. This means that you 
can pay your pledge or give an extra gift to St. James and avoid paying taxes on 
the money you have to take out of your IRA anyway. In order to qualify, gifts 
must be transferred directly from your IRA to St. James. You can speak to your 
IRA trustee in order to set up this transfer. 

mailto:josh@stjamesbirmingham.org
www.stjamesbirmingham.org
mailto:churchoffice@stjamesbirmingham.org
mailto:churchoffice@stjamesbirmingham.org
mailto:financial@stjamesbirmingham.org
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Music Notes
GLENN BURDETTE
music@stjamesbirmingham.org
On Sunday, December 2, at 4:30 
p.m., the violin and piano students 
of Janice LaMarre join with their 
parents, siblings, and/or other family 
members to present their annual 
Christmas concert at St. James. You 
might hear a carol in soirée style, 
with brother playing violin, sister a 
flute, Mom singing, and Dad play-
ing a drum, but it’s always fun. All 
are welcome; it will be a good way 
to get in the spirit of the Advent 
season.
On the following Sunday, Decem-
ber 9, at 4:00 p.m., our choir will 
be joined by a superb brass quintet 
and guest organist David Enos in 
presenting a program of music for 
Advent and Christmas. We’ll sing 
Daniel Pinkham’s rhythmic Christ-
mas Cantata, and offer together 
several well-known carols in fresh 
arrangements for choir, congrega-
tion, brass, and organ. The choir and 
I need your help to pull that off, so 
please come and bring your friends, 
family, and passing acquaintances. 
Then bring them back on Christmas 
Eve, when they can help the senior 
choir and congregation at the 10:00 
service!
The St. James Ringers will play the 
prelude to the 10 o’clock service 
on December 9 (as well as provide 
coffee hour; they are wonderful and 
hard workers indeed) and play for 
the 5:00 service on Christmas Eve. 
The junior choir will also sing at 
5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service. 
Among others they will offer “Night 

Financial Update
This is a summary of our financials through October 2018. More details are 
available on the blue and green sheets in Centennial Hall. Please feel free to 
talk to vestry, Peggy John or Fr. Josh if you have any questions.
   Actual  Budgeted Difference
October Income $   20,864        $   29,088 $   -8,223
YTD Income  $ 400,773 $ 415,428 $  -14,645
YTD Expenses  $ 609,913 $ 611,944 $     2,032
YTD Total vs Budget      $  -12,614
Transfer Amount from Parish Fund to date: $175,692   
Budgeted Transfer for Year: $ 174,360 
5% of Parish Fund (goal number for transfers): $155,017

Vestry Update
At their November meeting the vestry:
• Were updated on plans for Winter Markt and a Property Study
• Received reports from Nominations, Personnel, and Stewardship Committees
• Discussed compensation of personnel in the 2019 budget
• Acted to fund an employee’s pension
• Recommended to the Bishop that Chris Gannon receive Postulancy
For more detail, the approved minutes from vestry meetings are regularly 
posted, along with financial statements, in Centennial Hall. 

Kroger Update
August 1, 2018 - October 31, 2018
• 43 households participated
• St. James received $ 113.93 in 

total donations

of Silence,” a beautiful treatment of 
“Silent Night,” in celebration of the 
200th anniversary of that beloved 
hymn this Christmas.
Thanks to our senior choir for all of 
their hard work preparing and pre-
senting the Requiem by John Rutter 
on November 4 at Holy Name 
Church, with the choir of that par-
ish and the choir from St. Mary of 
the Hills. The music and the experi-
ence were both very powerful and 
moving, not only for the listeners, 
but also for the singers.
The choirs and I wish you all a very 
blessed Christmas.
—Glenn

St. James was one of three choirs 
presenting Rutter’s Requiem on 
November 4.

Winter Weather Reminder
Please note that whenever the Birmingham Public Schools close due to inclem-
ent weather, St. James Preschool and the Church offices also close. Any meet-
ings scheduled for that day in our building are also canceled. 

mailto:music@stjamesbirmingham.org
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From the Associate for Formation and Outreach
CHRIS GANNON 
chris@stjamesbirmingham.org

Youth and Families
G.A.P. (God’s Awesome People)  
YOUTH FELLOWSHIP GATHERINGS
Our youth (grades 6 and up) meet on 
the 1st and 3rd Sundays for a time of 
fellowship, fun, prayer, and food, from 
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm.  
December 2 – Dress for the cold 
weather as we’ll be in Shain Park 
staffing the Winter Markt booth!
December 16 – We’ll be assisting 
with Santa’s Helpers immediately 
following the Pageant Brunch and 
then we’ll have our annual Christmas 
celebration. Please bring a wrapped 
gift ($10 limit). See you there!

Advent for Families 
Beginning on Sunday, December 
2 please be sure to pick up your 
Advent to Go Box – a meaningful 
way to engage our families in faith 
formation this Advent season. It’s 
the perfect time of the year to try 
something new. This resource en-
courages us to slow down, ask ques-
tions, have fun, and be intentional 
about how we spend our time this 
holiday season. It includes coloring 
pages, devotions, an Advent Wreath 
activity, and an Advent Calendar.

Carols and Calories
Saturday, December 8, 6:00-8:00 p.m.
What is your favorite Christmas carol? When is the last time you sang your 
favorites with a group of friends? December 8th is your chance to sing old 
favorites and maybe learns some new ones as we gather around the piano in 
Centennial Hall and celebrate the coming of Christmas. All around us will be 
scrumptious desserts supplied by Rite 13 and J2A families (including the 
opportunity to make s’mores right at your table). Hot cocoa, coffee and cider 
will also be on offer, and we encourage you to BYOB. If the singing tires you 
out, seconds on dessert are encouraged.
We are asking for a donation of $5 per person, with a $20 limit per family, to 
support our youth on their pilgrimage this summer.

Christmas Pageant and Brunch
Sunday, December 16 at the 10:00 a.m. worship service. 
This highly creative pageant presents the Nativity story including the tradition-
al characters, and a few less traditional ones, with a bit of time travel thrown in. 
Expect both laughter and poignancy as our youth tell the story of the first 
Christmas in their own, inimitable way.
After the service, we invite you to join us for Brunch in Centennial Hall. Please 
sign up online or by calling the Church Office with how many family members 
are coming. This is always one of our biggest and most memorable Sundays of 
the year – share it with a friend and neighbor.

Christmas Pageant Rehearsals
Sunday, December 2 following the 10:00 a.m. service
Saturday, December 8  –  9:30-11:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 9 – following the 10:00 a.m. service
Saturday, December 15 – 9:30-11:00 a.m. DRESS REHEARSAL

Greening of the Church
Saturday, December 22, 9:30 a.m. 
Come and help us as we decorate 
the church for the holidays. All 
hands on deck!  We’ve got a job for 
everyone. Please let Pastor Chris 
know that you’ll be here so we have 
enough refreshments.

mailto:chris@stjamesbirmingham.org


5December 2018

Moonbeams for Sweet Dreams
Thursday, December 27
Moonbeams for Sweet Dreams is a program created by the Beaumont Chil-
dren’s Pediatric Family Advisory Council at Beaumont Hospital, Royal Oak. At 
8:00 p.m. every evening in December, pediatric patients will shine flashlights 
from the hospital windows and look for community members standing outside 
the hospital to flash them back.
“Many children are unable to leave their rooms and can feel isolated in the 
hospital as the rest of the world continues without them,” Beaumont Children’s 
Child Life Supervisor Kathleen Grobbel said. “With the help of the commu-
nity, we can make sure they go to bed with smiles on their faces.”
Last year we were part of the more than 10,000 community members who 
shared a sweet good night with more than 700 children throughout the month 
of December. Parents of hospitalized children were brought to tears upon seeing 
the number of people who stood in the cold to express their genuine care and 
concern. The beautiful community gesture brought delight, giggles and wonder 
to children during a difficult time in their lives and showed that no one is alone 
who has community.
St. James has signed up to be there on Thursday, December 27 with flashlights 
in hand! Please plan on meeting at the church at 7:15 p.m. so we can carpool 
down. Afterwards we’ll head on down to the Detroit Bubble Tea Company in 
Ferndale for a treat. Please let Pastor Chris know you’ll be joining us.

Connections and Compline
Every Sunday night at 9:00 p.m.

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may 
watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace.   – BCP, p. 134

What better way to end one week and begin the next but with the Daily 
Office of Compline with your friends? Each week on Sundays at 9:00 p.m., 
people young at heart from across our diocese join together on the online 
Zoom video communication platform to share their peaks, pits, praises, and 
prayers before praying Compline together. It’s a great way to stay connected 
with your old friends and make some new ones. Here’s the link: https://zoom.
us/j/829031464. Need help with Zoom? Contact Pastor Chris.

Advent Glow for Women
Thursday, December 6, 6:00 p.m.
A quiet evening of prayer and fellowship for women, hosted by the women of 
St. James. At one of the busiest times of the year, our hope is to set the tone for 
the season of Advent with a quiet, stress-free evening so that we may be 
refreshed, renewed, and inspired: leaving with a “warm glow” of fellowship to 
carry us through the season. We begin in the Lounge with some light appetiz-
ers at 6:00 p.m. We then move into the church for a short service with music, 
scripture, and prayer. Our evening continues with fellowship around the tables 
with delicious desserts and treats. Join us and be a guest at someone’s table! 
Stop by the Check-In on Sunday in Centennial Hall to sign up to attend.

https://zoom.us/j/829031464
https://zoom.us/j/829031464
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Melissa Wojciechowski—248-644-4071
preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org
The holidays are upon us and things 
are getting busy everywhere! We are 
planning for all the holiday crafts 
and activities the children look 
forward to. We will be using art as 
an opportunity to make Christmas 
decorations and very special gifts for 
their families. 
Some of the classes will also be de-
voting a week in December to learn 
about Holidays around the World. 
We like to see culture brought into 

the classroom and take a glance 
into what people in other countries 
celebrate and what that might look 
like. We want the children to leave 
our preschool with a view of not 
only their community, but knowl-
edge of the bigger picture as well.
It is a good time of year for us to 
discuss giving to others who don’t 
have as much as we do. The Santa’s 
Helpers program is a wonderful op-
portunity for the children to really 
experience this by bringing an item 
for the family the preschool will be 
sponsoring.
Be sure to stop by the St. James 
booth at the Winter Markt and 
check out some projects the chil-
dren have been working hard on. 
The younger children used mark-
ers to color tissue paper, which was 
melted onto candles to make them 

look festive for Christmas. The older 
children used Scrabble tiles to spell 
out holiday themed words and turn 
them into Christmas tree orna-
ments. They will be sold at the Win-
ter Markt and the proceeds earned 
will go to support our preschool 
programs.
Our Christmas parties will be held 
on Thursday, Dec. 20 and Friday,  
December 21. Families will gather in 
Centennial Hall from 10:30 - 11:30 
a.m. to make candy houses, decorate 
cookies, visit with Santa and perform 
a short music program. It’s the most 
wonderful time of the year!
From myself and all the staff at St. 
James Preschool, we wish you and 
yours a very Merry Christmas and  
a blessed New Year!
—Melissa

Left: Preschoolers enjoy Halloween-
themed activities, such as dressing up 
in costumes and playing with slime 
and other objects to stimulate sensory 
development. Below: More photos from 
the Thanksgiving Day feast.

mailto:preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org
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Animal Magic 
On Halloween, Preschoolers enjoyed 
a visit from Animal Magic, a show 
that has been voted Nickelodeon’s 
Michigan Entertainer of The Year. 
Mark Rosenthal (pictured,  right, 
with a parrot, snake, armadillo, and 
sloth) not only takes the show on the 
road but also runs an exotic animal 
rescue. Too often, people buy exotic 
animals thinking they will make 
great pets...but of course, they don’t. 
Animal Magic saves them from 
being released into the wild, and 
brings them to venues like St. James 
Preschool where children and adults 
can see, touch, and learn about these 
beautiful creatures.

Winter Markt
St. James will again be hosting a 
booth this year at the Birmingham 
Winter Markt, from Friday after-
noon, November 30 all the way until 
Sunday afternoon December 2. This 
is a way for us to interact with the 
greater Birmingham community and 
show support for an important event 
in the life of our neighborhood. We 
will be offering beautiful hand knit 
items from our Knitters, including 
scarves, socks, hats, and adorable 
sweaters. St. Nicholas chocolates 
wrapped by our youth will make ap-
pealing stocking stuffers for all ages. 
In addition, our preschool classes 
have made some wonderful Christ-
mas ornaments and decorated can-
dles, the proceeds from which will 
help support the preschool. Everyone 
who purchases something from our 

tent will receive a St. James Church 
and Preschool bag and a Flat Jesus, 
as well as information about our 
services and the life of our congre-

gation. We hope you will stop by our 
booth, thank those working, and pick 
something up for someone on your 
shopping list. 
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Our Mission 
INVITE you to the table 
ILLUMINATE our spiritual journey
SHARE Christ’s love with the world

St. James Vestry
2016–2019
Marty Bones
Lauri Christianson
John Everett
Daniel Righter

2017–2020
Ralph Castelli
Katie Haenggi
Pam Landgraf
Emily Johnson

2018-2021
Bill Booth
Julee Parker
Bill Ward
Michele Wogaman

Intercessions
IMMEDIATE PRAYER LIST: Kiera, David K., Penny, Shirley, David, Pat Smith, Claire, Kathy, Jim, Nev Curtis, Lucy, 
Althea, Mary, Tom Woodside, Lisa, John, Steve, Natalie, John Slocum, Joe Walls, Horace Conley, Kirsteen, Alonna, Noah 
Russell, Mildred Smith.
SUSTAINING PRAYER LIST: Steve, Michelle Wells, Richard Wells, Jeannine, Ted, Trevor Sullivan, Engel Metaj, Vince 
Cardinale, Bertha Pastor, Dot, Dave, Truman, Logan Moralez, Merle Goatley, Elsie Righter, the Jensen family, James 
Olson and family, Pat Semivan, Eula Fyke, James, George Stannis, John and Sue Womack, Anne, George, Joe Hardig, 
Barbara Livy, Elsie Overy, Jon Wickens, Meghan Baxter, Tommy, Rachel Heeren, Susan, the Joiner family, Pete.
SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Bret Anstett, Andrew and Michelle Crowe, Brian Hertenstein, Geoffrey Hertenstein, 
Theodore Moran, Jeff Schultz, Hugo Stange.
IN MEMORIAM: Molly Smith, Ella Blonsky.

Mark your Calendar
Winter Markt
Friday, November 30 - Sunday,  
December 2 in Shain Park
St. Nicholas Day 
December 2, 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. 
Pageant Rehearsal
Sunday, December 2 following the 
10:00 a.m. worship service
Advent Glow 
Thursday, December 6, 6:00 p.m.
Pageant Rehearsal
Saturday, December 8, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
Carols and Calories 
Saturday, December 8, 6:00 p.m.
Pageant Rehearsal
Sunday, December 9 following the 
10:00 a.m. worship service
Music for Advent and Christmas
Sunday, December 9, at 4:00 p.m.
Pageant Rehearsal Dress Rehearsal
Saturday, December 15, 9:30-11:00 a.m. 
Christmas Pageant
Sunday, December 16, during the 
10:00 a.m. service
Pageant Brunch
Sunday, December 16, following the 
10:00 a.m. service
Santa’s Helpers Ingathering
Sunday, December 16 
Santa’s Helpers Deliveries
Monday, December 17

The women of All Saints Guild send their many thanks to the St. James parishioners 
for their generous support of the Halloween Bake Sale. The Guild is now able to 
adopt a large Santa’s Helpers family and give them a wonderful Christmas! 

Greening of the Church 
December 22, 9:30 a.m. 
Church Offices Closed
Tuesday, December 25-Tuesday, January 1
Christmas Eve Family Service
December 24, 5:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve Festal Eucharist
December 24, 10:00 p.m.
Christmas Day Eucharist
December 25, 9:00 a.m. 

No 7:00 a.m. Eucharist
Wednesday, December 26
Moonbeams for Sweet Dreams
Thursday, December 27
8th Annual Golden Pin Bowling 
Tournament
Sunday, January 6
Annual Meeting
Sunday, January 27


