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An early Easter this year also means 
an early beginning to Lent. Tuesday, 
February 9 we will enjoy Shrove 
Tuesday, and the next day we will  
mark our foreheads with a cross 
of ashes and be reminded of our 
mortality. ! is start to the Lenten 
journey is an important moment for 
those of us in liturgical traditions. We 
" nd deep meaning in placing ashes on our foreheads in the same spot where we 
were marked with sacred oil to remind us that we are eternal beings, adopted into 
God’s family as brothers and sisters of Christ.

! is is the tension that we live in as Christians. ! e tension between knowing that 
we will one day die and having faith in Jesus’ promise that eternal life waits for us 
on the other side of that day. Lent is a time to dwell in the truth of our mortality, 
the truth of our sinfulness, the truth that we often separate ourselves from God. In 
Easter we will celebrate God’s resurrection and our ability to join with God, but for 
this season, and especially this day, we recognize our humanity.

! is year we are doing something di# erent in addition to our traditional services. 
! is year, we will be standing on the corner of Chester and Martin streets between 
8 a.m. and 9:15 a.m. o# ering Ashes-to-Go. ! is program is from a desire to o# er 
the sign of mortality to those who will not make it to church on that day and help 
them, also, mark the beginning of the season of Lent. It also, quite literally, is a way 
to get our church out into the world. We will show our neighbors that we are active 
and faithful people here, in the midst of Birmingham. We will put a friendly face on 
this building so people who are in need of support or a conversation might choose to 
look us up in the future. Finally, we will not only place the sign of the cross on their 
foreheads, but also place in their hands ideas for keeping Lent and a reminder that 
there are things going on during this season all through the church.

If you are in the area and want to stop by to show support of this new endeavor, 
we would be delighted. Come, stand by the " re, and be a witness to the work St. 
James is doing in the world. But I would prefer that you not join us here for ashes. 
We will have three services that day, at 7 a.m., noon, and 7 p.m., all with moments 
of re$ ection, with the opportunity to celebrate the Eucharist, and a chance to dive 
more fully into this beginning of the Lenten Journey. Ashes-to-Go are meant for 
those outside the church, to give a taste and, possibly, invite them further in. I would 
much prefer that you join us at one of our liturgies for the full meal. Whatever way 
you choose to observe your Ash Wednesday, I pray that your Lenten journey may 
be full of insights, rich in meaning, and prepare you to greet with joy the news of 
Christ’s resurrection.

Faithfully,  Josh

Vestry Meeting 
Highlights
At their meeting on the third 
Monday of the month ( January 
18, 2016) the vestry took the 
following actions.

• Received a report from Deric 
Righter detailing the transfer 
of investment monies to our 
new company;

• Unanimously passed a new 
letter of agreement for our 
relationship with Fr. Josh;

• Discussed the liturgies from 
the Christmas Season and 
ideas for next year;

• Heard a report from the 
nominating committee on 
the slate for new vestry 
candidates;

• Discussed plans for Ash 
Wednesday and Lent this 
year;

• Discussed plans to change 
contracts and some vendors 
to bring telecommunications 
and other o%  ce expenses 
down, and thanked Carrie 
Cardinale for her hard work 
in evaluating contracts;

• Passed the 2016 budget.

St. James celebrated a New Ministry on Saturday, 
January 30th and welcomed ! e Reverend Josh 
Hoover as Rector.

ASHES -TO- GO!  8  – 9:15 a.m. 
at the corner of Martin and Chester 
Streets on February  10. (See p. 1 & 2)
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! e Reverend Joshua A. Hoover, Rector

St. James Episcopal Church
355 West Maple Road, 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
www.stjamesbirmingham.org
Phone    248.644.0820
Fax         248.644.4405

! e Spirit is a monthly newsletter 
published for members and friends of 
St. James. ! e deadline for submission is 
the 15th of each month for the following 
month’s issue. Please email articles to: 
churcho%  ce@stjamesbirmingham.
org or call the Parish Administrator, at 
ext.7200.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sundays 8 & 10 a.m.  and   Wednesdays 
7 a.m.  

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Monday- Friday, 9 a.m.- 3 p.m.

PASTORAL CARE

For pastoral emergencies, please contact 
Fr. Josh Hoover at 810. 620.5402

SUNDAYS

8 a.m.          Eucharist (Church)
9 a.m.          Rite 13/ J2A
9:05 a.m.     Adult Forum (Lounge)
10 a.m.        Eucharist (Church)
10:10 a.m.   Church School    
 Preschool–Grade 5
11:30 a.m.    Jr. Choir Rehearsal
TUESDAYS

6:30 p.m.     Bell Choir Rehearsal
7 p.m.          Toastmasters 
7:30 p.m.     AA
WEDNESDAYS  
7 a.m.          Eucharist (Chapel)
7:30 a.m.     Fellowship & Co# ee
12:00 p.m.   Bible Study
7:15 p.m.     Senior Choir Rehearsal
7:30 p.m.     AA
THURSDAYS 
12 p.m.        AA
6 p.m.          Lenten Soup Suppers &          
        Study
7 p.m.          Spirited Conversations
SATURDAYS 
9 a.m.          Knitting(Lounge)
11 a.m.        SJ Book Club (Lounge; 
every second Saturday of the month)

Lenten Soup Suppers & 
Study
LENTEN THURSDAYS: 
FEBRUARY 18 thru MARCH 17

Soup Supper at 6 p.m.;
Lenten Study for Adults and Youth 
6:45-8 p.m.

Soup Supper – We break bread 
together each week, and are fed at 
God’s table. ! is meal has a deep 
meaning to us and helps de" ne 
us as a community. In a di# erent, 
but no less profound way, any time 
we share a meal, we are building 
relationships and growing closer to 
one another. We encourage you to 
join us on ! ursdays during Lent. 
You can play a part by signing up to 
donate soup or for set-up. But even 
if you are only bringing yourself, we 
highly value that gift. Please do take 
a moment to sign-up to let us know 
you’ll be attending, we want to make 
sure we have the right amount of 
food.

Lenten Study - ! is year our 
Lenten Study will be led by a 
Franciscan priest and expert on 
mysticism and contemplation, Fr. 

Shrove Tuesday Family 
Supper
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9
5 - 7 p.m. in Centennial Hall

Suggested donation is $10 per 
family; $5 for individuals. Make 
reservations by contacting the 
Church O%  ce at churcho%  ce@
stjamesbirmingham.org or ext. 0. 
Sign up to help as well as to attend.
Volunteers are always welcome. 

Ash Wednesday Services
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10
7 a.m/ Noon/ 7 p.m. in the Chapel

ASHES -TO-GO!  
8 a.m. – 9:15 a.m. at the corner of 
Martin and Chester Streets

On Ash Wednesday, we turn our 
focus from Epiphany light to the 
darkness of the cross. During the 
season of Lent we will journey to 
that cross with Jesus, and the Ash 
Wednesday liturgy helps us start 
that journey. By admitting to our 
mortality and need for God, we 
start to prepare ourselves for the joy 
of Easter resurrection.  We hope 
you will join us at one of our Ash 
Wednesday services as we begin 
our Lenten observance and Easter 
preparation together. While the 
7a.m. service is spoken and the 
others have some music, all three 
include both the imposition of ashes 
and Holy Eucharist.

Lenten Stations 
of the Cross
LENTEN FRIDAYS
Noon in the Church

If you are looking for new ways to 
observe Lent this year, we invite 
you, every Friday, to join us at noon 
in the Church to walk the Way of 
the Cross. ! is service, also known 
as Stations of the Cross, gives us the 
opportunity to walk with Jesus 
from his sentencing by Pilate to 
Gabbatha, the hill on which he was 
cruci" ed. It is quiet and meditative 
in nature and a relatively short 
service. We would love to see you 
there to walk the way with us.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY:
We invite you to volunteer as a 
greeter for the Stations of the Cross. 
Please contact the Church O%  ce.
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Financial Update
! ese are our end of year " nancials. For more detailed information, you can pick up a copy of the Annual Report in the 
Church O%  ce. Please feel free to talk to vestry, Peggy John, the Financial Secretary, or Fr. Josh if you have any questions.

Dec. Actual Income: $41,420   Dec. Budgeted Income: $42,643  Di# erence: $-1,476

Actual YTD Income: $514,035   Budgeted YTD Income: $514,400 Di# erence: $-465

Actual YTD Expenses: $755,960  Budgeted YTD Expenses: $787,469 Di# erence: $-31,509

De" cit YTD: $241,925    Budgeted De" cit YTD: $272,969 Di# erence: $31,044 

Transfer Amount from Parish Fund to date: $240,451  
Budgeted Transfer for Year: $240,451
5% of Parish Fund (goal number for transfers): $151,935

! e Saintly Smack 
Down! Lent Madness 
Returns
ASH THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11

! is unique Lenten devotion began 
in 2010 as a fun and engaging way 
for people to learn about the men 
and women who have inspired 
generations of Christians. Based 
loosely on the NCAA basketball 
tournament, Lent Madness pits 32 
saints against one another in a single-

be dreary as we “prepare with joy 
for the Paschal feast.” What we can 
learn from the saints is that they, 
like us, are $ awed human beings 
through whose lives Christ’s love 
shone brightly. If this love can shine 
brightly in their lives, perhaps we 
too can be beacons of the Good 
News.

If you’re looking for a Lenten 
discipline that is fun, educational, 
occasionally goofy, and always joyful, 
join the Lent Madness journey. Lent 
needn’t be all doom and gloom. 
After all, what could be more joyful 
than a season speci" cally set aside to 
get closer to God?

Copies of the 2016 Lent Madness 
bracket can be found online (www.
lentmadness.org) or in Centennial 
Hall. Be there on Shrove Tuesday 
when the sta#  announces their pick 
to win the “Golden Halo”. Follow 
along and see how the sta#  does 
in their picks!  Up to the minute 
results will be posted on Facebook. 
Make sure you “like” and get the 
noti" cations from the St. James 
Facebook page.

Richard Rohr. Over " ve weeks we 
will focus on how our faith can 
be shaped by a deep prayer life, a 
commitment to compassion and 
justice, and the great wisdom of 
centuries of church leadership. After 
a short presentation, we will discuss 
in small groups what we have heard, 
how we feel about it, and how it 
might speak to our roles as disciples 
in the world. We hope you will 
join us and be fed in body, mind 
and spirit as our community grows 
together.

Youth Study - See p. 5 for invitation 
to join in on the soup suppers and a 
study on Meeting the Saints.

elimination bracket. It is a Lenten 
discipline that is both inspiring and 
entertaining. 

! e format is straightforward: on 
the weekdays of Lent information 
is posted at www.lentmadness.org 
about two di# erent saints. Each 
pairing remains open for 24 hours 
as participants read about and then 
vote to determine which saint moves 
on to the next round. Sixteen saints 
make it to the Round of the Saintly 
Sixteen; eight advance to the Round 
of the Elate Eight; four make it 
to the Faithful Four; two to the 
Championship; and the winner is 
awarded the coveted Golden Halo.

! is year Lent Madness features an 
intriguing slate of saints ancient and 
modern, Biblical and ecclesiastical. 
! e 2016 heavyweights include 
Julian of Norwich, Albert 
Schweitzer, Sojourner Truth, 
Columba, Absalom Jones, Clare, and 
Dietrich Bonhoe# er. How much 
more exciting can you get?

! is all kicks o#  on “Ash ! ursday,” 
February 11th. To participate, visit 
www.lentmadness.org, where you 
can also print out a bracket for free 
to see how you fare or “compete” 
against friends and family members. 
Like that other March tournament, 
there will be drama and intrigue, 
upsets and thrashings, last-minute 
victories and Cinderellas.

Yes, Lent is a sacred time of 
preparation, penitence, self-
re$ ection, and renewal, but there’s 
no reason a Lenten discipline need 

Services on ASH WEDNESDAY, 
February 10; 7 a.m/ Noon/ 7 p.m. in 
the Chapel. ASHES -TO-GO!  8 a.m. 
– 9:15 a.m. at the corner of Martin and 
Chester Streets. (See p. 1 & 2 )
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St. James Preschool

SHAR WICKENS

ext. 7103

preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org

http//stjamesschoolblog.blogspot.com

! rough my job as Preschool 
Director I have gotten to know 
many new families that have joined 
St. James Church.  I feel blessed for 
this opportunity and want you to 
know how much I enjoy my work.  
Every day,  each child who walks 
through our church door is such a 
blessing to work with.

As our registration is ongoing, I 
want to take this opportunity to 
encourage you to be ambassadors 
for our preschool program.  Please 
take the time to tell your neighbors, 
friends and family about our 
programs.  We hope to have a large 
amount of new applicants for next 
Fall and you can help us with this 
by spreading the word, passing 
out application forms and $ yers 
encouraging a new family to visit 
our preschool.  Preschool brochures 
are available in Centennial Hall and 
at the Chester Street entrance across 
from the Preschool Director’s o%  ce. 

Please be sure to visit the Baldwin 
Library during the month of 
February. Every preschooler will 
have a piece of their artwork 
displayed in the Youth Room.  We 
will be taking small groups of 
children to the library to enjoy a 
story-time, see the art display, and 
borrow a book to take home.

Look for the amazing “milk jug” 
igloo to be built in the courtyard 
soon. Your donations of empty milk 
jugs made this fun and interactive 
structure a possibility to build. 
! ank you!

St. Valentine’s Day is coming up 
and there will be a valentine card 
made just for you, with love, from a 
St. James’ preschooler! Take one for 
your friend or family member who 
would surely enjoy such a thoughtful 
card.

We continue to fundraise for         

Meet some of the J2A Pilgrimage youth 
at the February 20th concert fundraiser

Music Notes
GLENN BURDETTE

 ext. 7206 

music@stjamesbirmingham.org

It was a pleasure to get back with 
our dedicated singers and ringers 
this month after a sabbatical, and 
to see and hear them in such good 
shape. ! is, of course, is thanks to 
Fred DeHaven, who " lled in for me 
as organist and choir director during 
that time, and to Susan McDonald 
and Matt Horn, who guided along 
the St. James Ringers and Junior 
Choir, respectively. All together 
made for a beautiful Advent and 
Christmas season.  And since 
January, we are even more blessed 
by the addition of Carol Sandy and 
Christine Lawson to the choir’s 
ranks.

By the time you read this, all of our 
musical groups will have joined in 
our Celebration of New Ministry 
with Josh, adding their expressions 
of happiness in a way beyond 
that of words. In fact, it may be 
di%  cult afterwards to feel somber 
enough for Ash Wednesday and the 
beginning of Lent, but we will try. 
! e choir will sing as usual for the 
7 p.m. service on Ash Wednesday,  
February 10.

In March, the Detroit Lutheran 
Singers will visit us again on Sunday, 
March 6. (I will have more details by 
next month.) ! en, on Palm Sunday, 
March 20, I will play the Stations of 
the Cross (Le Chemin de la Croix) by 
Marcel Dupré. ! is work comprises 

Concert Series: On A 
Cold Winter’s Night
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20 & 
SATURDAY, MARCH 19
7 - 9 p.m. in Centennial Hall

Members of the J2A (Journey to 
Adulthood) class are hosting a co# ee 
house concert series. Mocktails and 
scrumptious snacks will be available 
and served by our youth. ! e 
evenings will be a chance to warm 
up from the winter’s chill and enjoy 
an intergenerational experience, 
learning more about our own young 
people and their upcoming J2A 
Pilgrimage to New York City and 
Washington, D.C. Tickets are $10 
each.

MARCO AZIEL/ February 20

February brings us Marco Aziel. 
! is singer-songwriter duo from 
Southeast Michigan blends folk, 
pop, and alternative in$ uences. 
Comprised of Travis Anderson 
and Aaron Hernandez these two 
young men are also widely known in 
diocesan youth circles, leading music 
at many of the YAYA events such 
as New Beginnings, Happening, and 
Bass Lake. An amazingly talented 
duo!

COOPER ANSTETT/ March 19

We end our concert series with St. 

St. James Preschool so that we may 
continue to provide all the resources, 
training and materials needed to 
provide the fantastic experience we 
do here at St. James. Our February 
event is a Girl’s Night Out (GNO)
on Friday, February 26 at 7 p.m. 
We had a wonderful turnout of St. 
James parisioners last year and hope 
to see that number grow. Look for a 
$ yer with details in Centennial Hall 
and at the Chester Street entrance 
across from the Preschool Director’s 
o%  ce.  

14 short organ meditations on the 
Good Fridy story from Christ’s 
condemnation to his entombment. 
Spoken prayers and re$ ections will 
alternate with the musical ones. 
! e program will be another way to 
experience the Way of the Cross this 
Lent at St. James.
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From the Youth Pastor
CHRIS GANNON

ext. 7203

chris@stjamesbirmingham.org

SouperBowl of Caring
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7
Following both services

On Sunday February 7, 2016 over 
160 million Americans will tune in 
to the Super Bowl football game.  
! ere will be parties with abundant 
food, friendship, and fellowship. At 
the same time, there will be people 
worrying about staying warm, 
" nding shelter and a warm meal.  
Please join young people around 
the country as they demonstrate 
God’s love by loving their neighbors 
through the Souper Bowl of 
Caring.  It’s a simple, yet signi" cant 
act of caring for others.  Drop $1 
(or more) in the soup pot as you 
leave worship on February 7.  Our 
young people are developing hearts 
for giving that can last a lifetime.  
Please support their e# orts.

G.A.P. (God’s Awesome People)

SUNDAYS: FEBRUARY 7 &21
1 p.m. in the Youth Room

G.A.P., our Middle and High 
School youth, will meet for an 
afternoon of fellowship and fun!  

Lenten Education for 
Our Youth
THURSDAYS DURING LENT

During Lent our youth (all ages) 
can gather on ! ursday nights, after 
having feasted at the Soup Supper, 
youth of all ages will Meet the Saints 
this year, and discover how Christ’s 
light has shone brightly in the lives 
of women and men through the 
centuries, meeting so many who 
have led us on our way!

Meet the Saints:  February 18:  
Peter & Paul, & Mary (not the 
band); February 25:  Saint Clare 
& Sojourner Truth;  March 3:  J.S. 
Bach; March 10:  Oscar Romero;  
March 17:  St. Patrick & St. Brigid 

Pilgrimage 2016
JUNE 22 to JULY 1

For the " rst time in over ten years 
the Journey to Adulthood ( J2A) class 
will be embarking on a Pilgrimage 
this summer. ! e theme is “It’s 
OUR Story” and our travels will 
take us to New York City and 
Washington, D.C. with a stop in 
Pittsburgh on the way back. Please 
keep the pilgrims in your prayers 
– Daniel Righter, Rachel Cryberg, 
Shane Guenther, Samantha 

New Beginings
FRIDAY, MARCH 11 - SUNDAY, 
MARCH 13
For Middle School youth

Here at St. James!

New Beginnings is a weekend 
retreat based on relationships with 
friends, family and God for middle 
schoolers, run by high schoolers 
and adult leaders (including some 
of our own). ! e event is designed 
especially to respond to issues and 
needs of youth in grades 6-8. It was 
created to help participants grow in 
their love of themselves, others and 
our Lord Jesus Christ.

! e program begins at 7 p.m. on 
Friday evening and continues 
through to 4 p.m. on Sunday. 
During the weekend, participants 
meet peers from across the diocese, 
enjoy skits, listen to talks, and 
participate in small group activities 
and discussions. ! ese activities 
focus on self, friends, parents, 
siblings, school, God’s love, prayer 
and the church. Free time is built in 
for youth and sponsors to have an 
opportunity to fellowship with their 
newfound friends. Participants are 
expected to be at New Beginnings 
for the entire time of the program.

Interested? Sign up with Pastor 
Chris.

James’ very own, Cooper Anstett! 
We have followed Cooper’s amazing 
musical journey these last few years 
and are so happy that he is going 
to share his gift with us to wrap 
up our concert series. Cooper has a 
passion for songwriting and a knack 
for creating unique melodies and 
lyrics. He has traveled to Nashville 
and had a chance to develop his 
own collaborative song writing 
style, which resulted in his " rst 
professional EP, For A Reason, that 
reached number 12 on the iTunes 
Singer Songwriter chart in the fall 
of 2014.  Cooper spent the summer 
working on new music in Los 
Angeles that he is very excited to 
share. 

Questions on the concert series? 
Contact Pastor Chris or any one of 
our St. James youth!

Tousignant, Malcolm Machesky, 
Peyton Capp, Kyle Catchpole, Abby 
Righter, Michaela Hennebury, 
Adeline Hennebury, Matt Horn, 
Pastor Chris, and Fr. Josh – as they 
prepare for this journey. We also 
ask that you consider " nancially 
supporting the pilgrimage. Check 
out the orange PILGRIMAGE 
board in Centennial Hall for a 
variety of options.
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Spirited Conversations
THURSDAYS: 

FEBRUARY 4 & 11
7 p.m. in the Lounge

During our " nal two meetings 
before the Soup Suppers we will 
discuss the season of Lent. 

On Feb. 4 we will learn a little bit 
about the origins of Lent and then 
discuss what it means to us today to 
have this season before Holy Week 
and Easter. 

! en, on Feb. 11, we will talk about 
spiritual disciplines, ways to engage 
prayer in Lent and throughout the 
year. We welcome you to come with 
your ideas or simply to listen. 

Look for Spirited Conversations to 
return after Easter with new topics 
and opportunities to engage our 
faith.

Flower Ministry
Our sta#  and those visiting 
homebound or hospitalized 
members of our parish love to take 
fresh $ owers with them on their 
visits. 

We have a wonderful team of 
women who help to ‘deconstruct’ 
altar $ owers on Mondays.  Should 
you know of a homebound 
parishioner or have a friend in the 
hospital that you wouldlike to take 
$ owers to-- just let the Church 
O%  ce know by dialing ext. 0 or 
churcho%  ce@stjamesbirmingham.
org.

Vases Needed: We welcome small-
medium or large vases to donate to 
this pastoral outreach please leave 
them in the kitchen on the counter 
labeled Flower Ministry. .

Daughters of the King 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2
7 p.m. 

All women are invited...

! e Daughters of the King are 
doing a Bible Study with emphasis 
on Women of the Bible.

We will be reading about Mahlah 
and the Challenged Inheritance 
[Numbers 26:33; 27:1-11; 36:2-
12 and Joshua 17:3-6] and 
supplemented with pages from All 
Women of the Bible by M.L. Del 
Mastro. We will be providing the 
supplemented pages so there is no 
need to buy the book.  

We are inviting all women of the 
parish to our meeting February 2 at 
7 p.m. in the Breakfast Room. Any 
women with questions can contact 
Betsy Austin 248.219.2777 or Julia 
Wilson 248.547.0051.

St. James Art Gallery 
NOW THROUGH FEBRUARY
Visit the hallway to Centennial Hall 

Currently in the St. James Gallery 
are Nan Cowan’s drawings that 
explore how memories and 
imagination in$ uence the making 
and viewing of art. Rather than 
a literal description of a space 
in nature, they evoke how the 
landscape is experienced through 
color and lines.

Church O#  ce Closed & 
Winter Weather Policy
! e church o#  ce will be closed 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15

! e church o%  ce is closed in 
recognition of President’s Day.

Winter Weather:  Please note 
that no matter what the weather is 
doing there will always be worship 
services on Sunday. ! e rest of the 
week (Monday- Friday) the church 
will follow the Birmingham School 
District’s school closing schedule. 
So that means if the schools are 
closed then all church meetings and 
gatherings will be cancelled.

For pastoral emergencies, please 
contact Fr. Josh Hoover at 
810.620.5402.

All Saints Bake Sale
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14 
Following both services 

It’s that time of year: buy your 
Valentine sweet treats TODAY!  
Please visit the bake sale table where 
Guild members will be selling cakes, 
cookies, breads, jams and jellies for 
your enjoyment.  Sales begin after 
the 8 & 10 a.m. services.  Proceeds 
will make up Guild charitable giving 
contribution for this year.

SouperBowl Blitz for 
South Oakland Shelter 
(S.O.S)
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7
Noon  - 1 p.m.; SJ Kitchen

All of our youth and their families 
are invited to be part of our 
SouperBowl of Caring BLITZ by 
preparing Sunday night’s meal for 
S.O.S. Join us in the kitchen as we 
prepare the salad, the main course, 
some sides, and decorate some 
cookies! And we’ll be able to do all 
this and still catch the game!  Please 
let Pastor Chris know if you would 
like to be a part of the Souper Bowl 
of Caring Team.

+
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Adult Forum
EVERY SUNDAY
9:05 a.m. in the Lounge

In the month of February, Adult 
Forum turns to the topic of Social 
Justice. On the " rst and last Sundays 
of the month we will hear about 
concrete examples of making 
a di# erence in the world from 
a dentist who donates his time 
overseas and a representative from 
Food for the Poor who work to 
provide sustainable food to people in 
Latin America. In between, we will 
discuss the biblical basis for reaching 
out to others and ways we can think 
about systemic needs in society. 
With di# erent presenters each week, 
who all have a passion for serving 
others in the name of Christ, this 
month is a great time to think about 
how you are called to serve the 
world in God’s name and love your 
neighbor as yourself.

Wednesday Bible Study
EVERY WEDNESDAY
NOON - 1 p.m. in the Lounge

Schedule Change: NO STUDY on 
Ash Wednesday, FEBRUARY 10

Join us for an exploration of the 
coming weeks readings, as we 
discuss together the meanings 
we " nd in the book that is the 
foundation of our faith. ! e group 
is welcoming and no preparation 
is needed to participate. Pack a 
lunch and join us for the laughter 
and camaraderie that helps us grow 
together.

Wednesday Morning 
Eucharist
EVERY WEDNESDAY, 
7 a.m. in the Chapel 

Join Fr. Josh for Holy Eucharist 
followed by fellowship in the 
Lounge. 

St. James Book Club
EVERY SECOND SATURDAY
11 a.m. the Lounge

Books chosen for February 13: ! e 
Boys in the Boat by Daniel J. Brown 
and for March 12: ! e Great Swim 
by Gavin Mortimer. 

All parishioners and their friends are 
welcome to attend. 

St. James Readers is registered 
on www.bookmovement.com  
Questions? Contact Barb Spencer.

St. James Bridge
EVERY SECOND THURSDAY
1 p.m. in the Lounge 

Do you enjoy playing bridge? Join 
this great group that meets every 
second ! ursday of the month here 
at St. James. Call Rachel Herbst or 
Virginia Johnston for details of how 
you can get involved.

Memorials and 
! anksgivings
Altar $ owers and the candle in the 
Sanctuary Lamp, given to the Glory 
of God, are provided each Sunday 
(except during Lent) through your 
gifts. If you would like to remember 
a departed friend or relative, honor 
a birthday or anniversary, express 
gratitude for God’s gifts and bless-
ings, by providing altar $ owers or 
the candle in the Sanctuary Lamp, 
please make your donation to St. 
James Episcopal Church with Altar 
Guild on the memo line. ! e sug-
gested donation for an altar arrange-
ment is $75.00. To make arrange-
ments, please contact Ellen, Parish 
Administrator, at ext. 7200 or at 
churcho%  ce@stjamesbirmingham.
org. 

Our Mission 
INVITE you to the table; 

ILLUMINATE our spiritual journey;

SHARE Christ’s love with the world

Good News to Share
Wedding

On February 5, Kari Karho#  and 
Michael Tyranski will be married here 
at St. James. Congratulations and 
blessings for life-long happiness and 
health in your marriage!

Births

Congratulations to Erin, Tracy, 
and big boroher-Davis Rogers who 
announce the birth of Paul William 
Rogers (9 lbs., 6 oz.) on Friday, 
January 22 at 2:15 pm. 

With " anks

Water for Detorit  Many thanks to 
all who contributed gallons of water 
to this outreach, and to Jim and 
Margo Campbell for their matching 
grant. At last count we had reached 
300 gallons to help those whose water 
has been shut-o# . What a great way 
to help our neighbors.

Many people in Detroit are living 
without water, and many more are 
in danger of shut o# . ! e people of St. 
Peter’s Episcopal Church in Detroit are 
collecting water to help and the whole 
diocese is getting in on the action. 
! ank you for making a di# erence to 
the people of Detroit.
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! ree Minute ! eology
PRIMATES AND THE 
ANGLICAN COMMUNION

! e Primates of the Anglican 
Communion met in Canterbury 
from January 11 – 15th. Like 
most meetings of bodies from 
our worldwide communion, this 
meeting could easily have stayed 
under the radar. However, from 
questions I have heard from many 
of you, you caught pieces of what 
happened there from one news 
source or another. Unfortunately, 
most of what I have heard in the 
mainstream media has been at least 
overstated. Not that we can blame 
them since most reporting by people 
from inside the church has been full 
of spin from one angle or another. 
I would like, here, to share a little 
about the Primates Meeting, the 
results, and some resources. I will do 
my best to merely state what is true 
and not get into my opinions and 
speculation.

! e " rst Primates Meeting was in 
1978. Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Donald Coggan, started it as a way 
for the head bishops or archbishops 
(Primates) to get together for 
“leisurely thought, prayer, and deep 
consultation.” ! ink of it as a retreat 
for those who are peerless in their 
own part of the world. ! e meeting 
has happened on an irregular but 
no more than once a year basis 
ever since. And in that time the 
Primates have chosen to use the 
occasions not only for thought, 
prayer and consultation, but to voice 
concerns about world events and 
clarify teachings of the Anglican 
Communion in something we call 
communiques.

At last month’s meeting, all 
38 Anglican Primates were in 
attendance for at least part of the 
meeting. Some of the items that 
were discussed include: Climate 
Change and its e# ects, religiously 
motivated violence, a proposal for 
church wide comprehensive child 
protections, evangelism e# orts, 

and the calling of a Lambeth 
Conference (a meeting of all bishops 
in the communion) for 2020. 
! e topic that received the most 
attention, and was by far the most 
controversial going into the meeting 
was the competing understandings 
of same sex relationships in our 
various churches.

! is last topic came to the forefront 
after our church made changes to 
our canons this summer to allow for 
marriage of same sex couples with 
permission of a bishop in any part of 
the church where such a marriage is 
legal. While many Anglicans around 
the globe applauded this change, 
it was treated with suspicion and 
even hostility by the majority, who 
continue to hold up the traditional 
Anglican belief that marriage should 
be between a man and a woman. 
Some believed that these feelings 
were so strong that the communion 
would fall apart at this meeting.

! is did not happen. Speaking with 
one voice, the Primates instead had 
three things to say that touched 
on these issues. First: ! e Primates 
made clear their commitment to 
“walk together” as one church 
despite the sometimes painful 
di# erences between parts of the 
church. Second: ! e Primates 
called for consequences for the 
Episcopal Church since we have 
chosen to walk separately on this 
topic. Speci" cally they do not want 
members of the Episcopal Church 
to serve on bodies in ecumenical or 
interfaith dialogue, or to be a part 
of making decisions that pertain to 
doctrine or polity of the Anglican 
Communion. In other words, they 
said that our decision to take a stand 
that is counter to what most of 
the communion believes means we 
should not be able to speak for the 
communion. ! ird: ! ey recognized 
that the church has treated people 
di# erently because of their sexual 
orientation in ways that have been 
hurtful. And they condemned 
all prejudice and violence aimed 
at people because of their sexual 

orientation while a%  rming God’s 
love for all people and committing 
to giving pastoral care and loving 
service regardless of sexual 
orientation.

I want to add a note about the 
consequences to the Episcopal 
Church. ! e Anglican Communion 
has a very loose political structure, 
and the Primates are unable to make 
anything happen outside of their 
own provinces. While they can and 
do provide important leadership and 
give guidance, they can not speak for 
the church or dictate consequences. 
! is role belongs to the Anglican 
Consultative Council, which is 
made up of representatives from all 
orders from around the church. ! ey 
will take up the decisions of the 
Primates this April at their meeting 
in Zambia and decide whether or 
not to enforce the consequences.

Finally, there have been any number 
of responses to the Primates’ 
decisions. I recommend to you the 
following if you want to learn more 
since they come directly from a few 
Primates. I have also included a 
statement from our Bishop. If you 
have any questions, please don’t 
hesitate to ask.

Primates Communique: http://

www.anglicancommunion.org/

media/206035/Communiqu%C3%A9_

from_the_Primates_Meeting_2016.pdf

Statement from the Archbishop 

of Canterbury http://www.

archbishopofcanterbury.org/articles.

php/5659/archbishop-justin-re$ ects-

on-the-primates-meeting-canterbury

Statement from our Presiding Bishop: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZN

EPvGYhnes&feature=youtu.be

Statement from the Presiding Bishop 

of New Zealand: http://www.anglican.

ink/article/statement-new-zealand-

archbishop-philip-richardson-primates-

gathering

Statement from our Bishop: http://

www.edomi.org/in-light-of-primates-

action-we-must-maintain-our-mission-

to-unify/


