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Nan Cowan and Emily Wogaman 

On Sunday morning, you may 
see Emily Wogaman serving as 
a lector, lay eucharistic minis-
ter or an acolyte, but that is only 
one part of her commitment to 
the church and her community. 
She enjoys being a leader and 
is proud to have received the  
Emily Lloyd award for leadership  
and team spirit from her Bloom-
field High School swim team, which 
she has been captain of this year. 
She also was the rector of the dioc-
esan Happening retreat this past fall.
A self-described math and science 
nerd whose favorite class was AP 
calculus, Emily also enjoyed her 
AP history class where she had the 
chance to discuss issues she is pas-
sionate about: equality for all races, 
feminism and LGBT equality. She 
is a member of the National Honor 
Society and will be attending the 
University of Michigan next year. 
Emily plays viola in the Detroit 
Symphony Youth Orchestra, is prin-
cipal of the viola section for her 
school orchestra and has played in 
the pit orchestra for school musicals.
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The following is an edited version of my remarks at the annual meeting. I thought it 
important for everyone to hear how we are doing and some of what we are looking to 
in the future.
Friday afternoon, Altar Guild set-up for a funeral, cleansed the altar, prepared 
for today’s service, and cleansed the altar yet again; Glenn Burdette came in to 
practice on what is supposed to be his day off; Elaine Belz, our new Parish Ad-
ministrator, stayed late to make sure we had enough copies of the annual report, 
after we had some network issues; Souri Gaillard made dinner for customers of 
her new Thai take-out restaurant, Khao San.
Saturday, we showed hospitality to about 100 members of AA who could not 
meet in their normal space; The Memorial Committee and Quenten spent over 
an hour setting up for a funeral reception, and then poured coffee and tea dur-
ing the reception; About 100 more people gathered in church as we prayed for 
Arline Gaudet and her family, gave thanks for her life, and laid her ashes to rest; 
In the afternoon, food that was prepared by Chris and members of GAP the 
week before was delivered to First Baptist church to feed homeless guests of the 
South Oakland Shelter; In the evening, members of the church attended a din-
ner at Community House celebrating those who give back to Birmingham, and 
St. James was highlighted several times.
And on Sunday after the service and Annual Meeting, several people met at a 
church in Hazel Park to collect mattresses for SOS and deliver them to First 
Baptist; In the evening, members of our church and friends prepared a meal and 
welcomed people to their new home for the week.
I remind you of all of this, to remind you that the money we spend as a church, 
on building, salaries, and program, goes to make a real difference in people’s lives. 
We are doing our best to use the resources with which we have been trusted to 
fulfill the mission of the church.
We had a great investment year. Despite taking far too much money from our 
Parish Fund, we were able to end the year with slightly more than we started 
it. But this is a dangerous pattern for us to get into, and one we are working to 
break. Our current practices are unsustainable. If we continue to spend as we 
have without significantly raising revenue, we will be facing a crisis in the next 
3-5 years. There are only three ways, I know of, to avoid this.

1. Increase Pledges. This could happen through increases from current 
members or new members. We have and are continuing to work on this, 
but while we have seen growth in new families, deaths of others has kept 
there from being a significant increase.
2. Add to the Parish Fund. Bringing the value of the Parish Fund up 
means we use a smaller percentage of that fund each year to balance the 
budget.       

Getting to Know our 
Confirmands & Mentors

continued, p. 2
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The Reverend Joshua A. Hoover,  
Rector
St. James Episcopal Church
355 West Maple Road 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
www.stjamesbirmingham.org
Phone    248.644.0820
Fax         248.644.4405
The Spirit is a monthly newsletter 
published for members and friends 
of St. James. The deadline for 
submission is the 15th of each month 
for the following month’s issue. Please 
email articles to: churchoffice@
stjamesbirmingham.org or call the 
Parish Administrator, at ext.7200.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays 8 and 10 a.m. 
Wednesdays 7 a.m.  
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.–4 p.m. 
PASTORAL CARE
For pastoral emergencies, please 
contact Fr. Josh Hoover at 810. 
620.5402
SUNDAYS
8 a.m.          Eucharist (Church)
9 a.m.          Rite 13/CnC 
        (most Sundays)
10 a.m.        Eucharist (Church)
10:10 a.m.   Church School   
        Preschool-Grade 6
TUESDAYS
7 p.m.          Toastmasters 
7:30 p.m.     AA
WEDNESDAYS  
7 a.m.          Eucharist (Chapel)
7:30 a.m.     Fellowship & Coffee
Noon        Bible Study        
THURSDAYS 
12 p.m.        AA
SATURDAYS 
9 a.m.          Knitting (Lounge)

During our Lenten series this year we will be reminding people of the 
importance of this fund and asking all of our members both to remem-
ber St. James in their will, and to consider a gift now while they are still 
alive and can see it used to support the good work happening here.
3. Cut the budget. We have worked hard, with a special hat tip to Carrie 
Cardinale, at doing this in every way we can think of that doesn’t hurt 
our programs. We are fast approaching a point when the only thing left 
to cut will be personnel. Almost 70% of our budget is salaries and ben-
efits for employees, who took a pay cut already this year by picking up a 
larger percentage of their health care costs.

Remember all the good things we did this past weekend? Which of those things 
should we not have done? Which are you willing to have no longer supported by 
staff? This is the extraordinarily difficult question that I will be asking the vestry 
this year as we plan for the future. If we can’t raise enough money, we will have to 
cut staff. And every staff position will be discussed, including mine. But we will 
need to move carefully and with great deliberation.
It is important to note that we expect NO CHANGES until sometime in 2018 at 
the earliest. If you hear anything else, please talk to me or a vestry member before 
spreading that news. We will discuss many different possible models of church 
before we decide on any action, and we will let you know as soon as a decision is 
made, if one needs to be.
And all the while we talk about cuts, we will hope that we don’t need to change 
our structure at all. We will hope that the growth we are seeing, especially in 
younger families, the vibrant programs happening all around us, and the generos-
ity of our members will increase giving so we don’t have to cut at all.
We have great parishioners and a wonderful staff. Chris, Elaine, Glenn, Peggy, 
Quenten and Shar do more for this place they love both within and beyond their 
job descriptions than I have time to tell. But know we are blessed to have them, 
just as they are blessed to work with all of you. This is a great parish, with great 
plans for the year to come and beyond. We are doing some excellent ministry and 
growing into the people God is calling us to be. And finally, most of all, I feel 
blessed to be able to work amongst you, the people and staff of St. James and am 
excited to see what God has in store for us. 
Faithfully,

Vestry Notes
At their January meeting the vestry:
• Received news that the small group sign-up is going well and groups should 
launch immediately following the  
  Annual Meeting
• Discussed Christmas Services and gave feedback for next year
• Authorized contract with auditors for next triennium
• Authorized expenditure for a new computer for Josh
• Authorized signing of contract with Khao San for use of church kitchen
• Received update from Nominating Committee 
• Received update from Property Committee on repairs to HVAC and contract 
for new front doors 
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Music Notes
GLENN BURDETTE
ext. 7206 
music@stjamesbirmingham.org
After a busy Advent and Christmas, the St. James Choir rose to the 
occasion yet again in a beautiful service of Lessons and Carols for 
Epiphany on January 15. Thanks to all of our singers, readers, and ushers 
for the extra work. Thanks also to Elaine Linstedt and Rick Jackson 
for serving as cantors on Sunday, January 29, which gave the rest of 
the choir time to sleep in (a bit) on the morning of the parish annual 
meeting. The senior choir's next non-Sunday program will be to sing on 
Ash Wednesday, March 1, while the junior choir will sing on February 
12 and February 26.

Harpsichordist Yago Mahugo in Concert February 19
On Sunday, February 19, at 4:00 p.m., Spanish harpsichordist Yago 
Mahugo will visit St. James to present a recital. Yago studied in Spain 
and Germany, earning an MA in harpsichord and early piano, and later 
earned a Ph.D. in music. He has studied with the renowned artists 
Christophe Rousset, Malcolm Bilsom, and Kenneth Gilbert, among 
others, and has released several critically acclaimed CD recordings, 
some as soloist, and some with Impetus Madrid Baroque Ensemble, 
a group that performs on period instruments, and which he founded 
and conducts. He has signed a multi-year recording contract with 
Brilliant Classics, but also frequently performs for European television 
and radio audiences, and has made several performances available via 
iTunes and YouTube. Yago has won prizes at international performance 
competitions as harpsichordist--including those at Budapest and 
Bruges, the latter considered the most prestigious in the field of 
early music, that is, music composed before 1800. He is professor at 
the Escuela Superior de Musica Reina Sofia and the Teresa Berganza 
Conservatory, both in Madrid.
Mahugo is remarkable in another way. Several years ago he suffered 
a massive stroke which left one side of his body paralyzed. Though 
doctors said he would never be able to play again, he  fought back and 
regained his musical abilities. He will be making his North American 
debut at Carnegie Hall, New York, on February 14, will perform with 
Impetus back in Spain in April, and will perform at several concerts in 
Brazil in June.
Don't miss hearing this exceptional musician at St. James on  
February 19.

Congregational Life
Adult Formation 
Coming in March – A New Lenten Series:  
Preparing for the End of Life

Thursdays, March 9 – April 6, we will have 
guest speakers share with us information 
about preparing wills and estates, decisions 
to be made at a funeral home, the spiritual-
ity of dying, options for healthcare, and so 
much more. Join us for soup supper each 
evening before the program. Sign-up sheets 
will be available by the end of the month 
for those able to help with the Lenten Soup 
Suppers.
Adult Confirmation Class
Sundays during Lent: March 5 – April 2 
we will meet in the Lounge at 9:00. All 
are invited to attend, though those adults 
interested in confirmation or reception at 
the Bishop’s visit in May are particularly 
encouraged. Topics will include the begin-
nings of the Anglican Church, Anglican 
Theology, how we worship and why we do 
it that way, and what we believe. Questions 
will always be encouraged.
Ash Wednesday
March 1- Services at 7am, noon, 7pm
Each year we start our Lenten observance 
with a truth about ourselves, “you are but 
dust, and to dust you shall return.”  The sea-
son will end with another truth, the Eas-
ter reminder that we are children of God, 
promised that life does not end when we 
become dust.  Only by acknowledging and 
considering the first truth can we fully re-
joice at the second.  We hope you will join 
us at one of our Ash Wednesday services as 
we begin our Lenten observance together. 
Need Prayer? Let Us Know!
The members of your church want to pray 
for you and possibly visit you when you are 
sick. But if you don’t tell us, it is hard for us 
to respond. 
We ask you to please call or have a family 
member call the Church Office to let us 
know when you are headed to the hospital. 
We care deeply for you and want to be able 
to support you in times of ill health. 
If there is an immediate concern and 
you want prayer or a visit, please contact  
Fr. Josh.
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Rite-13 Ceremony
Feb. 12th at the 10:00 a.m. service 

Mark your calendars to be here to celebrate our young people. 
The Rite-13 Liturgy is a rite of passage that recognizes 
the gift that God bestows upon each one of us: the gift 
of manhood or womanhood. Please share your ‘Words of 
Wisdom” with them, see below…

St. James’ Book of Wisdom for Our Youth
In the spirit of such books as “Life’s Little Instruction Book”, 
we are compiling advice from people at St. James. Please use 
this insert to give a small bit of advice (one sentence or less) 
to our teenagers who will be celebrating an important rite of 
passage (“Rite-13”) on Sunday, February 12th. Your advice 
can be something practical (like “Don’t go to bed with gum 
in your mouth.”) or something more profound (like “Be 
content to seem who you really are.”) Both are important 
to know!!
Please identify yourself by your first name and your age or 
stage in life. (For example, Bob – Age 41, Susan – mother 
of toddler, Charles – grandfather, etc.) Bits of wisdom may 
be placed in the offering baskets or emailed to Pastor Chris’. 
Deadline is Sunday, Feb. 5th.
Example… “Be kind; be faithful; always do your best; be 
honorable.”  – Nancy, mother of two - age 41

National Day Of Unplugging
Join with Fr. Josh and Pastor Chris in the National Day 
of Unplugging! It’s a respite from the relentless deluge of 
technology and information. With roots in Jewish tradi-
tion, this modern day of rest was developed as a way to 
bring some balance to our increasingly fast-paced way of 
life and reclaim time to connect with family, friends, the 
community and ourselves. Shut down your computer. Turn 
off your cell phone. Stop the constant emailing, texting, 
Tweeting and Facebooking to take time to notice the 
world around you. Connect with loved ones. Nurture your 
health. Get outside. Find silence. Avoid commerce. Give 
back. Eat Together.  The National Day of Unplugging runs 
for 24 hours, from sundown Friday, March 3rd, to sun-
down, Saturday, March 4th. 
Holy Hangout
Saturday, March 4th starting at 5pm

What is Holy Hangout?  Holy Hangout is a safe place for 
young people to 'hangout' and experience Christian fellow-
ship with youth (grades 6-12) from St. David’s, Southfield.  
Holy Hangout is a lock-in complete with great food and 
games, awesome music, karaoke, movie screening, fellow-
ship, mission opportunities, and worship.

The Spirit

From the Associate for Formation and Outreach
CHRIS GANNON
ext. 7203
Souper Bowl of Caring
Sunday, February 5th 2017

On Sunday February 5, 2017 over 160 million Americans 
will tune in to the Super Bowl football game.  There will 
be parties with abundant food, friendship, and fellowship. 
At the same time, there will be people worrying about 
staying warm, finding shelter and a warm meal.  Please 
join young people around the country as they demon-
strate God’s love by loving their neighbors through the 
Souper Bowl of Caring.  It’s a simple, yet significant act 
of caring for others.  Drop $1 (or more – you will even be 
able to use your credit card) in the soup pot as you leave 
worship on February 5.  Our young people are develop-
ing hearts for giving that can last a lifetime.  Please sup-
port their efforts and help us ‘tackle hunger’ this year.

Empty Bowls Detroit – Painting Project
Feb. 5 from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

All members of the church are invited 
to join with the members of G.A.P. 
and paint a pre-made bowl to be 
donated to the March “Empty Bowl 

Detroit” fundraisers to benefit Cass Community Social 
Services. No experience necessary. $5 donation per person. 
Please email Pastor Chris to let you know you are attending 
to ensure that we have enough supplies.  

G.A.P. – God’s Awesome People
G.A.P., our Middle and High School youth, will meet on 
Sunday, February 5th and February 19th  from 1pm to 
3pm for an afternoon of fellowship and fun!  That’s the first 
and third Sundays from 1pm to 3pm. How easy is that to 
remember?

Scout Sundays
February 5th is the day designated by the Boy Scouts of 
America as Scout Sunday, where we recognize the contri-
butions of young people and adults to Scouting. The Scout 
Sunday tradition was started to make people in houses of 
worship aware of Scouting, and to allow Scouts to live out 
their "Duty to God" pledged each week.  
Mark your calendars for March 12th and if you are a Girl 
Scout plan on wearing your uniform. And yes, the Girl 
Scouts WILL be selling cookies following the 10 a.m. ser-
vice on the 12th of March.
Please let Pastor Chris know if you are involved with scouts 
and plan on joining us on these Sundays. We are proud of 
all of our scouts!
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Confirmands and Mentors, continued from p. 1 

Fun Facts: She attended music camps in my hometown, Omaha, Nebraska.
Emily loves driving, especially long trips on highways across the Upper Peninsula 
on the way to visit extended family in Minnesota.
In tenth grade, Emily became involved with the Diocese through a YAYA Hap-
pening retreat, where she met Daniel Righter. She met Chris Gannon at an Epis-
copal Youth Event in Philadelphia, and then reconnected with Daniel and Chris, 
in addition to meeting Rachel Cryberg, as a part of the EDOMI youth presence 
at the General Convention in Salt Lake City. These connections led Emily and 
her family to St. James, and we are blessed to have them as new members. It is a 
joy getting to know Emily and sharing in her Confimation preparation.
-Nan Cowan

Michaela Hennebury
When asked to describe 
Michaela Hennebury, the 
words thoughtful, focused, 
poised, and caring come 
to mind. Most parishio-
ners know her as the tall 
acolyte who serves with her 
sister and brothers during  
many 10:00 a.m. worship 
services. The Junior Choir is 
another St. James ministry 
that welcomes Michaela's 
participation. 
Michaela plays four musical instruments with proficiency; piano,  
clarinet, violin, and viola. She is a member of her high school band which had 
the honor of presenting a concert at Carnegie Hall. Performing with her high 
school orchestra, she traveled to Italy last year. Michaela is looking forward to an 
upcoming orchestra performance in New Orleans this spring. 
In addition to school music programs, Michaela plays the viola with the Bran-
denburg Project, a baroque ensemble for highly motivated young musicians, af-
filiated with the Ann Arbor Community Music School. Students admitted to 
this program receive instruction from experienced performers and teachers who 
foster imagination and creativity.
It is easy to see why Michaela describes one of her favorite classes as Humanities, 
as it links together the fine arts, literature, and philosophy.  Michaela also plays 
field hockey, is active in the Girl Scouts, and participated in outreach opportuni-
ties such as working at a local soup kitchen.
A commitment to her family, a love of music, and a dedication to excellence in 
her studies make it a pleasure and an honor for me to be a mentor to Michaela 
during the St. James confirmation preparation process.
-Susan Kelly

Watch for more installments of this special series on Confirmands and Mentors  
in upcoming issues of The Spirit!

Michaela Hennebury and Susan Kelly

St. James in the  
Community
New Restaurant in St. James Kitchen
We are delighted to share that  
Khao-San Birmingham, a to-go Thai 
restaurant, is now open and operat-
ing out of St. James kitchen. Souri 
Gaillard, a Laotian immigrant, serves 
a variety of foods all made with fresh 
ingredients in our own building. 
She is open for lunch and dinner on 
weekdays. To thank us for the use of 
our kitchen, Souri will give a portion 
of the proceeds from Khao San to 
St. James. She is also willing to serve 
as a caterer for special events at the 
church, so keep your eyes open for 
some great food at church programs. 
If you are interested in ordering you 
can do so at this website: https://
squareup.com/store/khao-san/ or 
call at (248)480-3524, and remember, 
when you support Khao San, you 
support St. James.   
 

CONGRATULATIONS  
to John and Janet Grant 
who became members of the Bates 
Street Society at the Community 
House last month. We thank them 
for all that they give to St. James and 
the Birmingham community.

Reminder: Your  
Everyday Shopping Can 
Support St. James!
KROGER REWARDS PROGRAM 
Kroger Rewards Program is an 
easy way to help earn money for           
St. James. 
AMAZONSMILE The AmazonSmile 
Foundation will donate 0.5% of 
the purchase price of your Amazon 
order. To shop AmazonSmile go to: 
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/38-
1362834 and designate St. James as 
your charity.
Anything you purchase on Amazon 
can be purchased through the portal 
AmazonSmile.com.
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St. James Preschool
SHAR WICKENS
ext. 7103
preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org
http//stjamesschoolblog.blogspot.com

Even though February is the short-
est month of the year we have much 
going on at St. James Preschool! It 
is the international month of friend-
ship which we will honor with dis-
cussion, stories, and encouragement 
on how to show love to friends. It 
is national children’s dental health 
month, so we will begin introducing 
our students to health and nutrition 
which will play a greater note in the 
upcoming months.
Our valentine curriculum will feature 
many art exploration using theme 
colors and heart shapes to decorate 
our classrooms. The children will be 
making you a valentine! Be sure to 
look for the red basket on Sunday, 
February 12th, there will be a val-
entine card made just for you, with 
love, from a St. James’ preschooler! 
Take one for your friend or fam-
ily member. Our reading focus will 
be on Shel Sliversteins’ “The Giving 
Tree” and Sam McBradney “Guess 
How Much I Love You” and many 
other Valentine books we have in the 
school library. We will also continue 
with winter related projects, making 
snow globes, building with ice blocks 
in the water table and occasional in-
door snowball fight.
The children’s artwork will be on dis-
play in the Youth Room of Baldwin 
Library during the month of Febru-
ary. Take a moment when you visit 
the library to admire their work. We 
will walk them to the library for a 
special story time at the end of the 
month.
Look for the flyer with details on 
Girl’s Night Out (GNO) on Friday, 
March 3 at 7pm. We had a wonder-
ful turnout of St. James parishioners 
last year and hope to see that number 
grow.

Meet Your New Vestry Members
Daniel Righter steps into the Vestry class of 2016-2018, in place of Bill Ward. Ralph 
Castelli, Katie Haenggi, Emily Johnson, and Pam Landgraf make up the incoming class 
of 2017-2019. Thanks to all Vestry members for their service to this congregation!

Ralph Castelli 
Ralph and Debbie have been members of St. James for 20  years or so. Ralph is 
an usher at St. James, and was a member of Vestry and both Jr. and Sr. Warden 
at St. Andrews Episcopal Church of Clawson. He is the CEO of Kemp Klein 
Law Firm, and practices business law. Ralph served on the Pleasant Ridge City 
Commission for 25 years (20 as Mayor), and on various boards and committees 
of for-profit and non-profit organizations.

Katie Haenggi
My name is Katie Haenggi and I live in Beverly Hills, MI. I have been mar-
ried to Miles Haenggi for 16 years and we have two children, Reagan (6) and 
Thatcher (3). I am a stay at home mom and also a cabi clothing stylist. Miles is 
an engineer at Ford Motor Company.
I was born in Evanston, IL and lived in the Chicago suburb of Northbrook, IL. 
I was baptized at St. David’s Episcopal Church in Glenview, IL. I grew up in the 
Episcopal Church and my family were members of St. James the Less in North-
field. At 20 years old, my parents moved to Indianapolis and I moved to the City 
of Chicago and went to Columbia College. After some time, I started working 
in the Financial Services Industry, an industry I enjoyed working in for 18 years. 
While I was living in Chicago, I met my husband Miles through mutual friends 
and we hit it off right away.
In 1999 Miles proposed to me and we moved to Austin, Texas so Miles could at-
tend Business School at the University of Texas. On August 12, 2000, Miles and 
I were married at St. Lukes Episcopal Church in Evanston, IL. In 2001 Miles 
graduated from Business School and was recruited by Ford Motor Company so 
we moved back to the Midwest. We have lived in Beverly Hills, MI since 2003 
and love raising our children here.
Our family likes to travel a ton! Both of our families live out of state so we travel 
to California to see Miles’ family and Florida and Indiana for mine. Usually 
at spring break, we drive o Siesta Key, FL for our family vacation. Reagan and 
Thatcher love the beach and ocean, not the drive so much. We also travel to Wis-
consin and Illinois to visit friends and some family. In the summer, we belong 
to Cranbrook Swim Club and it is seriously our second home. Reagan is on the 
swim team and loves it! Thatcher loves the water too and is just learning to swim! 
It helps Miles and me relax, too.
We have been attending St. James since 2008 but really started attending church 
after my daughter, Reagan was born in 2010. Miles, Reagan and Thatcher have 
all been Baptized at St. James. Reagan attended St. James Preschool for 3 ½ years 
and loved it. Thatcher is attending the 3’s Preschool program and is flourishing. 
St. James has always been so welcoming and comfortable to our family, we truly 
believe it is our home.
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Pam Landgraf
My name is Pam Landgraf, and I’ve been a member at St. James since 2008. I grew up in Wilmington, Delaware, and have 
lived in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York, and Massachusetts before coming to Michigan. I’ve been married for to Paul 
30 years and have three children: Emma, a graduate student at University of Chicago/Booth and full time employee for 
United Way of Chicago; Kyle, a production coordinator for a television, internet and film production company in Los An-
geles, CA; and Matt, a prep cook at the Woodshop in Clarkston.
I graduated from Cornell University with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Industrial and Labor Relations, and worked in 
human resources and employee benefit consulting until I chose to stay home with my three children. Once my oldest was 
able to drive (and thus get herself and her brothers places) I got my Masters Degree in Information Science (formerly Li-
brary Science) from the University of Michigan, as well as a teaching certificate, and began my next career as a school librar-
ian. I retired this past year and am finding opportunities to get involved in many activities, especially at St. James. 
While I can’t claim to be a cradle Episcopalian, having been baptized by my grandfather at his All Faith’s chapel, I’ve been 
active in the Episcopal church since I was a child. I’ve sung in junior and senior choirs. I’ve rung handbells and taught Sun-
day school. I’ve taught the both the Rite-13 and Journey to Adulthood curriculum in three churches. I completed the Edu-
cation for Ministry (EFM) program from the University of the South, and mentored an EFM group at All Saints in Pontiac. 
I believe strongly in the importance of youth in our churches. As a parent of an adult with autism, and as a former member 
of All Saints in Pontiac, I want the church to be more welcoming and inclusive for all. I feel it is important that we reach 
beyond our neighborhood and comfort zone to help those in need.

Daniel Righter
Hi, My name is Daniel Righter, and here's a little bit about myself. I'm 17 years old, attend Seaholm high school, and  
I have been going to St. James Episcopal Church for my entire life. As a student, classes take up much of my spare time, and 
with the additional challenge of taking college level (Advanced Placement) classes at Seaholm comes a great responsibility 
of keeping everything on track. In addition to classes, I'm on the cross country team and a part of the Seaholm marching 
band. Outside of school, I love to sleep, hang out with friends, and occasionally read. 
Ever since I became an Acolyte at St James around the age of 11, I've taken part in many activities within the community 
of the church. I've volunteered at Mission Possible and New Beginnings, I've gone on Pilgrimage and to General Conven-
tion with fellow members of St James, and have been a part of the youth group here ever since I was old enough to join. I've 
appreciated all of these opportunities to help the church grow, but this chance to join the vestry for the church is one of the 
biggest opportunities I have ever received! I greatly appreciate how the people of St James have influenced my life and all I 
want  is to pay my gratitude back in any way that I can. 

Emily Johnson
Hi. My name is Emily Johnson. I am 41 years old and a mom of four kids (Luke- 10, Vance-8, Kate-6, and Bobby-11 
months). I have been a member of St. James for 3 years. We live in Birmingham, MI near Poppleton Park.
My faith background is Protestant. I grew up in a non-denominational Christian church. My husband, Tim, grew up 
Catholic. We have found our home in the Episcopal church as it provides much of my Protestant roots while also holding 
reverence for liturgy like the catholic faith.
I grew up in Atlanta, Georgia. Interestingly enough, my husband Tim and I grew up in the same neighborhood – meeting 
in the 2nd grade. My maiden name is “Hudgins” and because most of our teachers sat their classes in alphabetical order, 
we sat beside each other for years (Hudgins/Johnson), but actually never dated until we were in our late 20’s. After high 
school, I attended Auburn University in Auburn, Alabama. Later, I completed my Early Childhood Ed. Degree at Georgia 
State University in downtown Atlanta. Before becoming a mother, I taught Kindergarten and first grade for 8 years.
Almost four years ago, we set out on an adventure as a family, moving across the country to Detroit, MI. Tim had gotten 
an in-house job for Comerica bank. After being an attorney at a firm for several years, we had decided to pursue in-house 
attorney positions to provide our family a better work/life balance. Since moving to Detroit, Tim is home for dinner every 
night! It has been a wonderful blessing for our family and we have fallen in love with Michigan.
I am so excited and feel so privileged to be able to serve on the vestry at St. James. Most days are extremely busy at our 
house, but we are committed to making time for St. James and are honored to be a part of this church community. Thank 
you so much!
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Intercessions
IMMEDIATE PRAYER LIST

Mary Slocum, Logan Moralez, Carol 
Nicholas, Ron Gable, Cameron, Paul 
Kobb, Joe and Carolyn Hardig, Neil 
Everett, Josh, James Olson and fam-
ily, Dennis, Ella., James.
SUSTAINING PRAYER LIST 

Cathy Nelson, Jill, Steve, Henry 
Moye, Joan Adams, Phil Werner, 
Michelle Wells, Richard Wells, 
Jeannine, Ted, Trevor Sullivan, Judy 
Hoeffler, Ray McPartlin, Engel 
Metaj, Vince Cardinale, Bertha 
Pastor, Dot and Dave, Dad, Lucy, 
Truman, Merle Goatley, Elsie 
Righter, the Jensen family, Dick and 
Pat Smith, Benjamin Ziogas, the 
LaRocca-Hammond family.
SERVING IN THE MILITARY 
Bret Anstett, Andrew Crowe, 
Michelle Crowe, Kirk Jackson, Eric 
Kaltz, Brian Hertenstein, Geoffrey 
Hertenstein, Katie Koetting, Jeff 
Schultz, Isabel Ziogas, Theodore 
Moran, Hugo Stange.
IN MEMORIAM

Please offer up prayers for the souls  
of Janice Hawkins and Arline 
Gaudet, and for their families. May 
their souls and the souls of all the 
departed, through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace. 

Our Mission 
INVITE you to the table 
ILLUMINATE our spiritual journey
SHARE Christ’s love with the world

St. James Vestry
2015–2018
David Lydy
Susan McDonald
Pam Righter
Nate Schmidt

2016–2019
Marty Bones
Lauri Christianson
John Everett
Daniel Righter

2017–2020
Ralph Castelli
Katie Haenggi
Pam Landgraf
Emily Johnson

In the St. James Gallery
Antelope Canyon: Photos by Chuck Green
On display this month

Chuck Green's photos share with you 
places you perhaps will never travel to see.  
These new ones show why Lower An-
telope Canyon was on his photographic 
bucket list.  It is located on the Navajo Na-
tion Lands in northern Arizona.   Floods 
over millions of years have worn away the 
sandstone walls to create patterns and 
flowing shapes along its' 1/4 mile length.  
About 20 feet wide at the surface, light 
from overhead shines and is reflected down 
onto the interior sides revealing beauti-
ful pastel colors along its narrow interior.

Mark your Calendar
Shrove Tuesday
Tuesday, February 28th, 5pm - 6:45pm

Suggested donation is $10 per family; $5 for individuals. Make reservations 
by contacting the Church Office at churchoffice@stjamesbirmingham.org 
or ext.  0. Sign up to help as well as to attend. Volunteers are always welcome.

Ash Wednesday Services
Wednesday, March 1 
7 a.m/ Noon/ 7 p.m. in the Chapel

On Ash Wednesday, we turn our focus from Epiphany light to 
the darkness of the cross. During the season of Lent we will journey to that 
cross with Jesus, and the Ash Wednesday liturgy helps us start that jour-
ney. By admitting our mortality and need for God, we start to prepare our-
selves for the joy of Easter resurrection. We hope you will join us at one of 
our Ash Wednesday services as we begin our Lenten observance and Easter 
preparation together. While the 7a.m. service is spoken and the others have 
some music, all three include both the imposition of ashes and Holy Eucharist.
ASHES -TO-GO!
Wednesday, March 1, 8 a.m. – 9:15 a.m. Martin Street, on the corners of Chester and Maple

We hope to see you in church – but we also offer Ashes-to-Go outside the walls 
of our church, as a way to extend our services and engage with our community.  
If you can't make the service times (7am, noon, 7pm), please stop by!

Holiday Closure
THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED,  MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20  
in recognition of Presidents' Day.

Winter Weather Policy
Winter Weather: Please note that 
no matter what the weather is 
doing there will always be worship 
services on Sunday. The rest of the 
week (Monday-Friday) the church 
will follow the Birmingham School 
District’s school closing schedule. For 
pastoral emergencies, please contact 
Fr. Josh Hoover at 810.620.5402.


