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Marty Bones, who is never afraid to 
tell you what she is thinking and to 
bring common sense to an issue in 
order to find a solution, and often 
helped shorten vestry debates. 
Lauri Christianson, who in addi-
tion to sharing her musical abilities 
also shares a deep and thoughtful 
faith and a caring for the rest of the 
church community. 
Daniel Righter who, despite his 
young age, has the ability to con-
verse with almost anyone on almost 
any subject, to really listen, and to 
bring what he hears, so when he 
talks in meetings it isn’t only from 
his own perspective, but with many 
others in mind.
John Everett, who brought a sense 
of humility and a sense of humor 
to his role as Sr. Warden these last 
two years, supporting many areas of 
the church, listening to your voices, 
taking on new projects, being willing 
to learn, but always thoughtfully 
contributing. 
These four have been such an amaz-

ing gift to all of us over the last few 
years. I hope you will take the time 
to thank them for their service when 
you see them around. In addition, I 
want to name how a few others have 
served the body of Christ in often 
less noticed and honored ways, but 
in no less faithful ones. 
Pete Kass has served as a volunteer 
and part of the SOS planning team 
for almost 30 years. He took on the 
unenviable task of finding, schedul-
ing, and training volunteers to spend 
the night with the residents. This 
is always the hardest job to fill. In 
addition, he has been a welcoming 
face and helper as usher, week in and 
week out, at the 8:00 a.m. service. 
Pete doesn’t look for accolades, but 
continues week by week and year by 
year to serve.
Jane Schmid may only be well 
known by people on altar guild. For 
decades now, every piece of fab-
ric that touches the altar has been 
cleaned by Jane. Corporals, purifica-
tors, fair linens, all go to Jane’s house 

Below is a summary of what I reported 
to the congregation during my report at 
the Annual Meeting on January 27th.
In church today we heard Jesus quot-
ing from Isaiah 61, giving the mis-
sion statement for his ministry, and 
I talked about how we are a part of 
furthering that mission. The question 
for us, the members of St. James, is 
how do we do this? How do we con-
tinue the work that Jesus started, take 
up the mantle in our own time, and 
equip this place so those who come 
behind us will have the resources to 
join in the work as well.
Paul’s letter to the Corinthians helps 
us answer this question. He calls the 
church the body of Christ. Each of 
us, he says, is a different part, and 
each of us has different gifts; leader-
ship, teaching, interpretation, proph-
ecy and healing. He misses prayer, 
listening, writing, organizational 
skills, music and other arts, finance, 
courage to try new things… an 
endless list. But his point remains. 
Our role is to use our giftedness to 
work with one another, support one 
another, value those who are differ-
ent, and without jealousy be about 
building up this church and God’s 
mission in the world.
This is exactly what I see so many 
people at St. James doing. We 
are a community blessed with an 
abundance of gifts and I watch you 
using those gifts and resources to 
support our work. Rotating off of 
vestry alone, we have four incredibly 
talented and giving people:

From the Rector
JOSH HOOVER 
josh@stjamesbirmingham.org

Family Fun Night – See p. 6 for more photos from our January Family Fun Night with 
recording artist Justin Roberts. 

Please see RECTOR’S REPORT, p. 7

mailto:josh@stjamesbirmingham.org
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The Reverend Joshua A. Hoover,  
Rector  
josh@stjamesbirmingham.org
St. James Episcopal Church
355 West Maple Road 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
www.stjamesbirmingham.org
Phone    248-644-0820

The Spirit is a monthly newsletter 
published for members and friends 
of St. James. We are always looking 
for photographs of church events! 
The deadline for submission is the 
15th of each month for the following 
month’s issue. Please email articles 
and/or photos to: churchoffice@
stjamesbirmingham.org or call the 
Parish Administrator.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. 
Wednesdays 7:00 a.m.  
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
PASTORAL CARE
For pastoral emergencies, please 
contact Fr. Josh Hoover at  
810-620-5402
SUNDAYS
8:00 a.m.     Eucharist (Church)
10:00 a.m.   Eucharist (Church)
10:10 a.m.   Church School (Pre-K  
                    through 5th grades)
TUESDAYS
7:00 p.m.     Toastmasters (2nd, 4th)
7:30 p.m.     AA
WEDNESDAYS  
7:00 a.m.     Eucharist (Chapel)
7:30 a.m.     Fellowship & Coffee 
7:30 p.m.     MA    
THURSDAYS 
12:00 p.m.   AA
SATURDAYS 
9:00 a.m.     Knitting (Lounge)

Three-Minute Theology
Heresies: Pelagianism
Orthodoxy, defined as right thought or belief, took a long time to develop in the 
early church. Over the first two hundred years the church was mostly bent on 
how to spread the good news of what Jesus had done, without trying to turn it 
into a formula. However, from time to time, people would teach things in the 
name of Christ that other Christians found incompatible with their faith. Over 
time, these teachings were condemned by the church as a whole, or at least a 
large majority of it, and labeled as heresies. Through these heresies, the church 
began to find the limits of the faith, the boundaries within in which one needed 
to believe in order to be truly Christian.
But these heresies did not go away. Many are very easy to fall into and end up 
becoming a part of our thinking even today. One of heresies that Christians fall 
into all the time is Pelagianism. Pelagius believed that no part of God’s cre-
ation could be evil and that included both humanity and God’s gift of free will. 
Therefore, he argued, we have the capability always of choosing what is right, 
that we can be justified on the basis of our merits. Our need for Jesus is not in 
order for his sacrifice to save us, but as an example of how to live a life that leads 
to salvation. We are in fact, according to Pelagius, able to achieve salvation by 
imitating the life of Christ. This viewpoint is considered heretical because of the 
way it limits Jesus. If what he did is obtainable for us it diminishes his divinity. 
It also raised humanity to a point of not really needing God at all.
While the church is clear that Pelagianism is heretical, and pretty much no one 
would claim to think they can earn their way into heaven, it is still easy for us 
to slip into thinking in this manner. Any time that we think we deserve a faster 
route to heaven or a larger room because of something we have done, we think 
that somehow we should get more on merit, instead of accepting that salvation 
comes through God’s love for us. We see this in jokes that talk about earning 
our way into a book and in the judgment we sometimes make of others, instead 
of recognizing that we need God’s love as much as they do.
If this happens to you from time to time, don’t despair. When I took Church 
History in seminary, we were told that any paper without a heresy in it couldn’t 
get an A, because we wouldn’t really be putting ourselves into it. We, all of us, 
fall into heresies sometimes. This doesn’t make you a bad Christian, it is part of 
working out our faith in a messy and broken world. Knowing what the church 
teaches can help us see earlier when we are making these mistakes and think 
about what a more faithful response might look like.

Connections and Compline
Every Sunday night at 9:00 p.m. via Zoom
Youth and young adults, and those who love them, are invited to connect with 
old friends and make new ones every Sunday night at 9:00 p.m. for Compline 
via Zoom. Zoom is an online video conferencing platform that you can access 
from your computer, phone, or tablet. We come together and update one 
another on what’s happening in our lives and then join together in the service 
of Compline. It’s a great way to stay connected, to meet new people, and start a 
new week! Tell the youth and young adults in your life to check it out.

mailto:josh@stjamesbirmingham.org
www.stjamesbirmingham.org
mailto:churchoffice@stjamesbirmingham.org
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Music Notes
GLENN BURDETTE
music@stjamesbirmingham.org

Evensong, March 3, 4:00 p.m. 
Don’t miss the last chance to hear 
Alleluias sung until the Easter 
Vigil! Wednesday of that week is 
Ash Wednesday and will usher in 
our yearly fast from Alleluias and 
other things we may choose to give 
up. But on this Sunday we will 
celebrate with a Magnificat setting 
by Mozart; the beautiful anthem, 
“Be our Light” by American com-
poser Michael Wolniakowski; and 
other spoken and sung prayers and 
canticles.
—Glenn

Financial Update
This is a summary of our financials through December 2018. More details are 
available on the blue and green sheets in Centennial Hall. Please feel free to 
talk to vestry, Peggy John or Fr. Josh if you have any questions.
   Actual  Budgeted Difference
December Income $  41,116           $  70,118    $ -21,861
YTD Income  $489,097 $514,600 $ -25,503
YTD Expenses  $738,108 $ 733,023 $     5,085
YTD Total vs Budget      $  -30,588
Transfer Amount from Parish Fund to date: $222,741   
Budgeted Transfer for Year: $ 174,360 
5% of Parish Fund (goal number for transfers): $155,017

Vestry Update
At their January meeting the vestry:
•	 Received a report from property detailing some of the large projects on the 

horizon
•	 Approved replacement of the ice machine
•	 Discussed the process for replacing church software
•	 Thanked retiring vestry members and made planning preparations for a 

new class
For more detail, the approved minutes from vestry meetings are regularly 
posted, along with financial statements, in Centennial Hall. 

An Invitation From Your Cathedral
Annual Absalom Jones Celebration
Saturday, February 16 at 11:00 a.m.
Please join us for the diocesan celebration of the Reverend Absalom Jones, the 
first African American priest ordained in the Episcopal Church.
The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville Burrows, Bishop of the Diocese of Indianapolis, 
will be our guest preacher. Bishop Jennifer is from New York, and is a graduate of 
Smith College, Cornell University, and the Church Divinity School of the Pacific. 
She has expertise in historic preservation as well as spiritual direction, and a passion 
for issues including gun violence, social justice, and racial and class reconciliation. 
An offering will be received to assist Episcopal Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities.
The Cathedral Church of St. Paul is located at 4800 Woodward Avenue, on the 
corner of Warren Avenue, in Midtown, Detroit. Set your GPS to “Cathedral 
Lane, Detroit.” There is plenty of free, well-lit, gated parking available.

Parish Fund Update
Our Parish Fund Meeting was held on Sunday, 01/27/19 to confirm the Ves-
try’s appointment of David Lydy as a new member replacing Margo Campbell 
whose term had expired.  (Thanks to Margo for your service and leadership). 
Rick Cowan is the new Chair of the Parish Fund with Melissa Hendges, Miles 
Haenggi, Becky Smith, and David Lydy as the other committee members.
We have tentatively scheduled our next meeting on April 28 and plan fund 
updates to the congregation.
If you have questions, please contact me or a member of the Parish Fund.
—Rick Cowan 
E-Mail:  richard.cowan@gmail.com
Phone 248-270-0358

Shrove Tuesday
The pancakes are coming! On 
Tuesday March 5, from 5:00-6:30 
p.m., join us for that traditional (at 
least in England)  last celebration 
before Lent as we eat pancakes 
together, and prepare ourselves for 
the fast to come. Pancakes, including 
gluten free options, sausage, and 
applesauce will all be on offer, and 
you can put your bracket in for this 
year’s Lent Madness.

mailto:richard.cowan@gmail.com
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From the Associate for Formation and Outreach
CHRIS GANNON 
chris@stjamesbirmingham.org

Youth and Families
G.A.P. (God’s Awesome People)  
YOUTH FELLOWSHIP GATHERINGS

G.A.P., our Middle and High School youth, will meet on Sunday, February 3 
and February 17 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. for an afternoon of fellowship and 
fun!  That’s the first and third Sundays from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. How easy is 
that to remember?
February 3 – The World is Watching
February 17 – What’s Love Got to Do With It?

Souper Bowl of Caring
Sunday, February 3

Just a reminder that we will be tackling hunger on Superbowl Sunday!
On Sunday February 3, 2019 over 160 million Americans will tune in to the 
Super Bowl football game.  There will be parties with abundant food, friend-
ship, and fellowship. At the same time, there will be people worrying about 
staying warm, finding shelter and a warm meal. Please join young people 
around the country as they demonstrate God’s love by loving their neighbors 
through the Souper Bowl of Caring.  It’s a simple, yet significant act of caring 
for others. Drop $1 (or more – you will even be able to use your credit card)  
in the soup pot as you leave worship on February 3. Our young people are 
developing hearts for giving that can last a lifetime. Please support their efforts 
and help us ‘tackle hunger’ this year.

Scout Sundays
February 17 (Boy Scouts) and March 10 (Girl Scouts)
On February 17, we will observe Scout Sunday, where we recognize the contri-
butions of young people and adults to Scouting. The Scout Sunday tradition 
was started by the Boy Scouts of America to make people in houses of worship 
aware of Scouting, and to allow Scouts to live out their “Duty to God” pledged 
each week. 
If you are a Girl Scout, plan to wear your uniform March 10, when we will 
celebrate and recognize your contributions.
Please let Pastor Chris know if you are involved with scouts and plan on 
joining us on these Sundays. We are proud of all of our scouts!

Your Star Word
On Epiphany, those present 
were asked to pick a “star word,” 
a word for them to reflect on 
for the coming year. Didn’t get 
yours? No worries, just let us 
know and we’ll get one to you!
You are invited to ponder what 
significance this word might have 
in your life, and how God might 
be speaking to you through this 
simple message. We used over 
150 words, each with its own 
message and significance.
Allow this word to speak to you.  
A word that might seem unclear 
in the beginning might gain new 
understanding as the year goes 
on. We ask you to ponder what 
this “star word” might be tell-
ing you in the upcoming weeks 
and months? What is it show-
ing you? Pointing you towards?
We’d love for you to share the 
discoveries of your star words with 
us as the year goes on. One blog-
ger reflected on the star word she 
was given last year – peace. “So the 
word didn't mean what I thought it 
meant. It meant a great deal more. 
Was it more in a good way? I don't 
know, but I'm awake to see it.” An-
other star word recipient wrote, “Of-
ten the words seem very timely, as if 
they were indeed designated for the 
recipient. It is this sense of serendip-
ity and wondering how God might 
be working through this simple 
process that keeps people engaged.”
One of our young people filling out 
college applications got the word 
‘intelligence’, while one of our col-
lege students got the word ‘plan-
ning’. What did it mean that one 
of our teachers got ‘teaching’ and 
one of our faithful choir members 
picked ‘singing’? We can’t wait to 
hear back from these folks! What 
are you finding your word to mean? 
Where is that star leading you?

mailto:chris@stjamesbirmingham.org
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Safe Church Training
In September of last year, the Diocese of Michigan passed a new policy  
called Safe Church: Creating a Healthy Environment for Children, Youth, 
and Vulnerable Adults. This policy comes from our deep love and caring for 
all people, and an awareness that churches have not always been a safe place 
for everyone. In order to do this, we need to pay special attention to children, 
youth and vulnerable adults. The goal of the new policy is to keep all people, 
and these especially, free from sexual abuse, physical abuse, personal abuse,  
and exploitation.
A part of this policy is to train people throughout churches in the diocese. 
The training comes in two levels, Universal and Specialized, depending on 
the responsibilities and ministries of the individuals. The goal is to have an 
understanding of both how to keep people safe and what to look for if abuse 
is suspected. Guidelines on whether you should take a training and which 
training you should take are below. No one needs to take both trainings.  
The initial training will be in person, with the possibility that online updates 
are being explored. As we understand it now, if you were trained in a face to 
face class under the former policy, you are covered until three years after your 
last training.
St. James is currently planning to schedule at the very least a Universal Train-
ing in the near future. Specialized trainings are already scheduled in multiple 
churches near us over the next few months (with Pastor Chris as one of the 
facilitators at the upcoming February 9 and March 9 classes), and you can  
register for them at http://www.edomi.org/whitaker/programs/safe-church/. 
You can also contact the church with questions or to have us sign you up.

You should take Specialized Training if:
•	 You are a church employee of any kind or clergy
•	 You are a Vestry member, Eucharistic Visitor, or involved with any of our 

children or youth programs
•	 You supervise or have oversight over children, youth, Eucharistic Minis-

ters or Visitors

You should take Universal Training if:
•	 You have key access to the church and are not one of the above
•	 You are a Eucharistic Minister and are not one of the above

Scheduled Specialized Training classes in our area (There will be more throughout 
the year, scattered around the diocese):

Each session runs from 8:45 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
•	 February 9: St. Paul’s, Brighton 

200 W. St. Paul St., Brighton

•	 February 16: Christ Church, Cranbrook 
470 Church Rd, Bloomfield Hills

•	 March 9: St. David’s, Southfield 
16200 West Twelve Mile Road, Southfield

Adult Forum
Sundays at 9:05 in the Lounge
In February, Adult Forum continues 
its exploration of Transforming 
Questions. We will ask what heaven 
looks like, why bad things happen to 
good people and several other 
probing questions of the faith. On 
Sunday, February 10, we will take a 
break from our questions to wel-
come Jane Collins and Michelle 
Kotwicki from St. Anne’s Mead for 
an opportunity to learn about 
supporting those we love who are 
struggling with dementia (see the 
article below for more information). 
We are excited to welcome our 
guests and to continue working and 
learning and sharing together as we 
seek to live as disciples in the world. 

Supporting Loved Ones 
with Dementia
Sunday, February 10 at 9:05 a.m. in 
the Lounge
Sooner or later, most of us will hear 
the diagnosis of “Alzheimer’s 
Disease” or some other type of 
dementia given to someone we love.  
How can we can support them 
throughout the progression of this 
disease?  Jane Collins, Executive 
Director and Michelle Kotwicki, 
Program Director of Memory Care 
at St. Anne’s Mead will offer advice 
and education for anyone facing this 
issue today and for those who want 
to prepare for the future.  They will 
share from their personal experience 
and their professional training.  
Michelle Kotwicki is a Best Friends 
Certified Master Trainer.

5th Sunday Outreach: 
2019 Dates
Mark your calendar now! There’s 
a fifth Sunday this year in March, 
June, September, and December. 
Plan to stay after Coffee Hour to 
help with fun outreach projects for 
all ages.

https://www.edomi.org/whitaker/programs/safe-church/
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Melissa Wojciechowski—248-644-4071
preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org
February is the shortest month of the 
year but we still have so much going 
on at St. James Preschool.  It is Na-
tional Dental Health Month, so we 
will begin introducing our students 
to health and nutrition. Valentine’s 
Day is also this month. The children 
will celebrate with books about love, 
projects with lots of hearts and a 
special Valentine’s snack.
On Friday, February 8 at 6:30 p.m., 
the preschool is hosting their next 
Family Fun Night. It will be a 
Movie Night complete with the big 
screen and popcorn! The children 
(and parents!) will be invited to wear 
their pajamas and bring their pillow 
and blanket to snuggle up in Cen-
tennial Hall. 

The children’s artwork will be on 
display in the Youth Room of 
Baldwin Library during the month 
of February. Take a moment when 
you visit the library to admire their 
work.  We will walk each class to 
the library for a special story time at 
the end of the month.
The preschool will be closed on 
February 18 and 19 for a short mid-
winter break. Classes will resume on 
Wednesday, February 20. 
Ladies, mark your calendar for Girls’ 
Night Out, Friday, March 1, from 
7:00-10:00 p.m.
Enrollment is now open for the 
2019-2020 school year. If you know 
of anyone looking for a quality 
preschool in the area, we always 
appreciate your referrals. Word of 
mouth is the best advertising we 
can get! They can visit our website 
at stjames-preschool.org or call 
Melissa at (248) 644-4071 for more 
information or to schedule a tour. 
Thank you for your continued sup-
port. We couldn’t do it without you!
—Melissa

Family Fun Night
With Justin Roberts
Our first Family Fun Night of 2019 
will be hard to top. Preschool and 
Church families enjoyed the music 
of Justin Roberts (below, standing at 
microphone), a three-time Gram-
my-nominated artist who performs 
for children that their whole fami-
lies enjoy (just ask Fr. Josh!).

mailto:preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org
stjames-preschool.org
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Donations Needed for 
Silent Auction
On Friday, March 1, 2019, from 
7:00-10:00 p.m., the Preschool is 
holding its fifth annual Girls’ Night 
Out event in Centennial Hall, with 
shopping from popular vendors, a 
silent auction, refreshments, and 
hors-d'oeuvres. 
While we hope ladies from the 
church will plan to attend, we could 
use some help from anyone in the 
congregation: we're looking for 
items to include in the auction.
•	Do	you	have	connections	with	a	
restaurant that could donate a gift 
certificate?
•	How	about	time	at	a	property	up	
north?
•	Donations	of	goods	and	services	
are great – computer repair, photog-
raphy, catering, cleaning, lawn care 
– might you have some connections 
you could point us to?
Your involvement is a win/win situa-
tion, as the school will benefit from 
the funds raised from your donation, 
and not only will you receive the 
goodwill from your donation, but 
publicity among the women in the 
area attending the event as well. 
 If you are interested in supporting 
our silent auction, please contact 
Melissa Wojciechowski to discuss 
your contribution further or to make 
arrangements for the pickup/drop 
off of your donation. Thank you for 
your support!

where it is spotted, laundered, and 
ironed so it can be lovingly placed 
on the altar, and get wine spilled on 
it all over again. She works as far 
behind the scenes as possible, and 
faithfully has cared for God’s house 
year in and year out.
And finally, I am announcing that 
the day we all feared has come: 
Peggy John is planning to retire 
this summer. Peggy has brought her 
financial acumen to this church and 
served it faithfully for years, but this 
is a small part of what we will miss. 
Peggy remembers our history and 
knows where people are now living. 
Peggy is the one former members 
call when they want to be in touch. 
Peggy also opens the church up for 
the 7am Wednesday service and 
the Saturday knitters, and more 
importantly, creates a hospitable 
environment by putting the coffee 
on. I am already in discussions with 
her about which of these things she 
does as her job and which she will 
continue to do as a member of the 
church. I fully expect there to be a 
formal way to celebrate her service 
and thank her near the end of the 
program year.
These people, and so many more 
of you, know what it means to be a 
part of the body of Christ. We are 
a deeply gifted congregation and 
your generosity in sharing your gifts 
is a deep blessing to all who enter 
this place. None of these blessings, 
however, exempt us from having 
to live in the world as it is today. 
Attendance at churches around the 
country is significantly down, and 
if you measure by size and budget, 
we are not the church we once were. 
Unlike many churches around us, 
and thanks to the generosity of our 
members, we have stayed about even 
in terms of attendance and finances 
the last few years, despite the num-
ber of members we have lost. 
The vestry will be spending time 
this winter working on a vision 

Rector’s Report, continued from p. 1 for the future of St. James. A few 
things we already know. Our 2019 
budget is not a good one. While we 
think we can beat that budget we 
will continue an unsustainable trend 
this year. Having said that, in all of 
our long term budgeting forecasts, 
we expect this to be the worst year. 
The changes that have been or will 
be put into effect will start to show 
dividends in 2020. I am continu-
ously grateful to the Parish Fund 
and the many faithful members 
who funded it over the years for 
giving us the space to more gently 
make changes and not do harm to 
our program or members. It is the 
vestry’s full intention to find that 
place where we are able to use our 
resources to faithfully follow God, 
while at the same time responsibly 
caring for what has been left us so 
future generations at St. James will 
be able to benefit from them as well.
Preparing for the future brings me 
to another thing we fully expect 
to happen this year. Our build-
ing has significant areas that need 
work in ways both seen and unseen. 
The Property Committee is, right 
now, getting quotes for some of 
these and we fully expect to launch 
a Capital Campaign in the near 
future. The goal of this campaign 
will be to pay for major repairs 
and improvements over the next 
few years. For more about what we 
need, please feel free to see me or a 
property or vestry member. Expect 
a lot more information about all of 
this soon. 
We have needs and we have chal-
lenges that will have to be met this 
year, but we are also surrounded by 
amazing, faithful people. On our 
staff and in our pews are people with 
great ideas, a willingness to work 
hard, and a deep generosity that I 
am confident will lead us into an 
amazing future.
You are the church, not our building 
or program, and St. James Church 
is incredibly strong. Day by day 
we will continue to spread God’s 

love, to care for one another, and 
to serve the world in God’s name. 
I am deeply grateful to be a part of 
you and to witness all you are doing. 
Please continue to pray, continue 
to love one another, and to work 
together to be God’s people in the 
world.
Faithfully,
—Josh
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Our Mission 
INVITE you to the table 
ILLUMINATE our spiritual journey
SHARE Christ’s love with the world

St. James Vestry
2017–2020
Ralph Castelli
Katie Haenggi
Pam Landgraf, Jr. Warden
Will Yeats

2018-2021
Bill Booth
Julee Parker
Bill Ward
Michele Wogaman, Sr. Warden

2019-2022
John Hoeffler
Christina Lawson
Barrett Newgeon
Ed Sutter

Intercessions
IMMEDIATE PRAYER LIST: Kiera; David K.; Penny; Shirley; David; Pat Smith; Claire; Kathy; Jim; Nev Curtis; Lucy; 
Althea; Mary; Lisa; Steve; Natalie; John Slocum; Joe Walls; Horace Conley; Alonna; Noah Russell; Mildred Smith; 
Grace; Nancy Binkley; JoAnn; Jason; Bobby; Martha; David; Marcia; Irene; Mark; Nick, Katie, and Margot; Katey Yeats.
SUSTAINING PRAYER LIST: Steve; Michelle Wells; Richard Wells; Jeannine; Ted; Trevor Sullivan; Engel Metaj; Vince 
Cardinale; Bertha Pastor; Dot; Dave; Truman; Logan Moralez; Merle Goatley; Elsie Righter; James Olson and family; 
Pat Semivan; Eula Fyke; James; George Stannis; John and Sue Womack; Anne; George; Joe Hardig; Barbara Livy; Elsie 
Overy; Jon Wickens; Tom Woodside; Tommy; Rachel Heeren; Susan; the Joiner family; Pete; Jack Catchpole.
SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Bret Anstett, Andrew and Michelle Crowe, Brian Hertenstein, Geoffrey Hertenstein, 
Theodore Moran, Jeff Schultz, Hugo Stange.
IN MEMORIAM: Shirley Neumann; Kirsteen Reeve.

Mark your Calendar
G.A.P. (God’s Awesome People)
Sunday, February 3

Souper Bowl of Caring
Sunday, February 3

Family Fun Night - Movie Night
Friday, February 8, at 6:30 p.m.  
See p. 6 for details.

Special Forum: Supporting Loved Ones 
With Dementia
Sunday, February 10, 9:05 a.m.  
in the Lounge

All Saints Guild Valentine’s Bake Sale
Sunday, February 10, at Coffee Hour

Absalom Jones Celebration
Saturday, Feb. 16, 11:00 a.m., 
Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Detroit. 
See p. 5 for details.

Boy Scout Sunday
Sunday, February 17 

G.A.P. (God’s Awesome People)
Sunday, February 17

Preschool Closed for Winter Break
Monday and Tuesday, February 18-19

Eucharistic Ministers Training
Sunday, February 24 following the 
10:00 a.m. service. Talk to Fr. Josh or 
Pastor Chris if you are interested.

Inclement Weather Policy
After that bout of arctic weather in late 
January, it seems timely to remind the 
community that our plan is to always 
have services at St. James on a Sunday. 
No matter how bad things get, we will 
be here and praying. This goes for bad 
weather, power outages, or any other 
thing that happens. That does not 
necessarily mean that you should join us. 
We expect you to use your discretion, to 
be safe, and to make decisions about how 
to handle inclement weather. If it is not 
safe to come to church, don’t come. Pray 
at home and know that you are part of 
the cloud of witnesses even if you aren’t 
in the building. We always miss mem-
bers when they aren’t present, but the 
first priority is for you to be safe.

The Preschool and offices are closed when Birmingham Public Schools close. 
Weekday activities may be canceled at the ministry/group leader’s discretion. 

Girls’ Night Out
Friday, March 1, 7:00-10:00 p.m.

Girl Scout Sunday
Sunday, March 10

S.O.S. Week
March 3-10

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 
Tuesday, March 5, 5:00 p.m.

Ash Wednesday Services
Wednesday, March 6 
7:00 a.m. in the Chapel 
12:00 p.m. in the Chapel  
7:00 p.m. in the Church
Ashes-to-Go
Wednesday, March 6, 8:00-9:00 a.m. 
on the corner of Martin and Chester 
Streets


