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Congratulations to the St. James Preschool graduating classs. 
St. James Preschool has been ‘a great place to start’ . ! e 
graduation ceremony will take place on Friday, June 10.  (p. 4)

A Message from the Rector
JOSH HOOVER; ext. 7222; josh@

stjamesbirmingham.org

June 2016

  e church in the book of Acts is left with a question 
hanging over their heads, “now what?” For three years 
people followed Jesus, witnessed his ministry and heard his 
teaching.   en they experienced the risen Christ and were 
gifted with the Holy Spirit.   e job was simple, go out and 
preach and teach. But doing it was hard. Sharing the good 
news of Jesus was risky in a number of ways, and Jesus 
didn’t teach them how to organize the church or which 
Eucharistic Prayer to use in the liturgy.   e disciples and 
their followers had to depend on the Holy Spirit to give 
them the gifts they needed to go out into the world and 
build up the church.

  is resonates with me as I think about where we are 
as a church right now. St. James is experiencing its own 
resurrection. After a di"  cult period, we are returning to 
health and growing. In fact, we expect to have had more 
baptisms than funerals through the # rst six months of 
2016. And there is so much going on, that I have to admit 
I am looking forward to a slow down this summer to catch 
my breath. We have been blessed with many gifted people 
and are turning our hearts toward how the Holy Spirit is 
calling us to be live and act as the church. Right now we 
think this means working to know our neighbors better 
and # nding ways to serve them.

But as good as it feels to begin to experience resurrection, 
we are also aware of the costs of the last several years. Many 
good friends left the church. Relationships have been 
strained, sometimes to the point of breaking. Remaining 
the church here, in this place, and working to continue to 
live as God’s people came with costs. It cost us spiritually, 
emotionally, and # scally. As we have reported over the 
last several annual meetings, our church is spending more 
than we are making, and using the Parish Fund to make 
up the di$ erence.   is is not a sustainable way to function. 
  erefore, our leadership is working hard to build up 
annual pledging while also cutting costs wherever we can.

It is thanks to the generosity of those who came before us 
that we have been able to sustain our level of programming 
over the last several years.   e vast majority of the Parish 
Fund comes from estate gifts, of all kinds, left to the church 
to ensure our future.   eir commitment to the church led 

them to leave us with the means to continue to be the 
church in this place. Are you willing to join them in leaving 
a gift for St. James to ensure the future of our church for 
the next generation?

Less than half of the residents in Michigan have a will, 
and only one in # ve people has left a bequest or gift to 
charity in their will. But leaving a legacy behind is one 
of the easiest ways to support something you care about 
and secure the future, in this case of St. James.   erefore, 
we are asking all of our members to remember their faith 
community in their will.   ere are many ways to do this 
and we encourage you to contact a lawyer or # nancial 
planner to # nd out the best way to do this for you. We 
will be publishing a list of all those who have named us in 
their estate planning, no matter the amount, in September. 
Please consider setting up a bequest sometime over the 
summer if you haven’t already.

Your time and talent, your pledge and your presence are all 
gifts to St. James. We are blessed to have you. You also have 
the ability to bless us far into the future through an estate 
gift.   ank you for all you do to help us be God’s church 
in this place, and may God continue to bless us as we 
continue the good work we have begun together.

Faithfully, Josh
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  e Reverend Joshua A. Hoover, Rector

St. James Episcopal Church
355 West Maple Road, 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
www.stjamesbirmingham.org
Phone    248.644.0820
Fax         248.644.4405

! e Spirit is a monthly newsletter 
published for members and friends of 
St. James.   e deadline for submission is 
the 15th of each month for the following 
month’s issue. Please email articles to: 
churcho"  ce@stjamesbirmingham.
org or call the Parish Administrator, at 
ext.7200.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sundays 8 & 10 a.m.  and  Wednesdays 
7 a.m.  

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Monday- Friday, 9 a.m.- 3 p.m.

PASTORAL CARE

For pastoral emergencies, please contact 
Fr. Josh Hoover at 810. 620.5402

SUNDAYS

8 a.m.          Eucharist (Church)
9 a.m.          Rite 13/ J2A
9:05 a.m.     Adult Forum (Lounge)
10 a.m.        Eucharist (Church)
10:10 a.m.   Church School    
 Preschool–Grade 5
11:30 a.m.    Jr. Choir Rehearsal
TUESDAYS

6:30 p.m.     Bell Choir Rehearsal
7 p.m.          Toastmasters 
7:30 p.m.     AA
WEDNESDAYS  
7 a.m.          Eucharist (Church)
7:30 a.m.     Fellowship & Co$ ee
12:00 p.m.   Bible Study
7:15 p.m.     Senior Choir Rehearsal
THURSDAYS 
12 p.m.        AA
7 p.m.          Spirited Conversations 
SATURDAYS 
9 a.m.          Knitting(Lounge)
11 a.m.        SJ Book Club (Lounge; 
every second Saturday of the month)

Two Minute ! eology
BAPTISM

  is is the season of Baptisms at   
St. James. We welcomed four people 
into the family of God on Pentecost 
and have several more scheduled. 
But what is happening in Baptism? 
Following is a quick primer on what 
the church teaches.

A great place to start with any 
question about the church is the 
Catechism, found in the back of the 
Book of Common Prayer. It de# nes 
Holy Baptism as “the sacrament by 
which God adopts us as his children 
and makes us members of Christ’s 
Body, the Church, and inheritors 
of the kingdom of God.”   erefore, 
# rst and foremost, Baptism is 
an adoption ceremony in which 
we become children of God and 
brothers and sisters of Jesus and one 
another. Note that this is the means 
of our adoption and doesn’t mean we 
can’t know God or be loved by God 
without being Baptized. Baptism is 
what makes this relationship o"  cial.

Secondly, Baptism is the entry rite 
into the church. We can talk about 
what makes someone a member 
of a particular church, but in our 
tradition, Baptism is the one and 
only thing needed to be a part of 
God’s church. If you are Baptized, 
you are marked as Christ’s own 
forever, you are a part of the body, 
no matter what you do or say, or 

Vestry Meeting 
Highlights
At their April meeting the vestry:

• Debriefed the Open House

• Heard updates on # nances and 
the search for a new bank

• Discussed creation of a year-
long master calendar to help 
with long term planning

• Received update on new copier 
lease and expected savings

• Heard plans from Property 
Committee for Maple Doors 
and leaking % at roof.

Take “Worship” on the 
Road with You

It’s summertime, and that means 
that some of us will be traveling  
and not be able to worship at        
St. James on a Sunday. What if 
there was a way for your family to 
bring your faith to life with you on 
vacation this summer?   ere is! It’s 
our WORSHIP on the ROAD box.

In this box are ways that you and 
the family can come together to the 
table, shine a light on everyone’s 
spiritual journey, and share the love 
of Christ with those you encounter 
this summer.   e box includes 
opportunities for laughter and 
fellowship, prayer, hearing God’s 
word, giving thanks, and serving.  
  rough it all we want you to 
remember to take Jesus with you.  
He is the most important thing in 
this box. So don’t forget to take Flat 
Jesus with you everywhere you go 
and take pictures.   en post those 
pictures to our Facebook page or on 
Instagram.

What a cool way for families to 
worship together when they are on 
the road this summer. Let us know 
how God is moving in you while 
you are away.   e boxes will be 
ready for pick up on the Sundays in 
June!
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Financial Update
  ese are our # nancials updated through the end of April. Please feel free to talk to vestry, Peggy John or Fr. Josh if you 
have any questions.

April Actual Income: $17,312  April Budgeted Income: $26,300  Di$ erence: $-8,988
Actual YTD Income: $247,003  Budgeted YTD Income: $256,222  Di$ erence: $-9,220
Actual YTD Expenses: $251,437 Budgeted YTD Expenses: $252,575  Di$ erence: $-1,138
De# cit YTD: $4,435   Budgeted De# cit YTD: $-3,647   Di$ erence: $-8,082
Transfer Amount from Parish Fund to date: $0  
Budgeted Transfer for Year: $193,955
5% of Parish Fund (goal number for transfers): $140,500

believe from that day forward.   is 
is all it takes to be a full member. 
Other things we do may make us 
feel closer to God or be important 
in other ways, but this is the only 
requirement.

Finally, Baptism reminds us that we 
are inheritors of God’s kingdom. 
Because we are members of 
God’s family, we inherit both the 
privileges and the responsibilities 
of being God’s children. We are 
promised God’s unceasing love 
and forgiveness, and that God will 
be ‘with us always, even unto the 
ends of the earth.’ But we also take 
on the responsibility of living as if 
God’s kingdom were already fully 
present. We voice our acceptance of 
that responsibility most especially 
through the # ve promises we make 
in the Baptismal Covenant. But that 
is an article for another day.

  is article barely skims the surface 
of the deep meaning of Baptism. 
  e grace we receive through the 
sacraments is far richer and deeper 
than any words can possibly express. 
But it may give you a sense of what 
we are doing as we gather around 
the font, and I hope it challenges 
you to live more fully as a Baptized 
child of God.   

Prayer List

LIFT THEM IN PRAYER

  e purpose of our prayer list as a 
church is not only so we can read o$  
a list of names during the Prayers 
of the People each week, but also 
so the whole community of God 
that worships at St. James can know 
who is on the hearts and minds of 
our brothers and sisters. Printing a 
list makes it possible for each of us 
to take those names with us from 
the Sunday service and pray for 
them throughout the week. Adding 
someone’s name to the prayer list is 
a way of getting the whole body of 
the church to lift them up in prayer 
during the week.

To encourage us in praying for one 
another and those on our prayer list, 
we will be giving out a slip of paper 
with a name on it to each person as 
they leave church starting on June 
5. You may not know the person 
you’ve been given; you may not 
know why they are on the prayer 
list; you may not even know how to 
pronounce their name. But this does 
not stop you from pausing during 
the week to lift up that name, to 
imagine them healthy and whole 
and without pain, to ask that God’s 
mercy and love should fall upon 
them. While praying for them, you 
may think of others in or out of the 
church whom you also wish to lift 
up.

So we encourage you to take a slip 
of paper on Sunday, just one name. 
Take that person with you during 
the week and hold them in your 

prayers.   is is one of the many 
ways we remind ourselves that we 
are part of a community, by showing 
we care about others and their loved 
ones. May we be shaped by our 
prayers into a more deeply loving 
community that we might ful# ll 
Jesus’ prayer for us, that we might be 
one.

Welcome Paul Castelli
SUNDAY, JUNE 5
8 and 10 worship services 

Paul Castelli, son of Debbie and 
Ralph Castelli, will serve as deacon 
at both services on June 5. 

Paul has recently # nished his 
seminary education and will be 
ordained to the priesthood on June 
11 at St. Paul’s Cathedral in Detroit. 
Afterward he will begin his ministry 
as priest-in-charge of St. George’s 
Episcopal Church in Milford. We 
look forward to welcoming Paul 
back to the church where he grew 
up and are excited to have him here 
on his last Sunday as a deacon.

Summer Months...
A stewardly reminder that St. James 
continues to ‘operate’ during the 
summer months.  Please keep your 
pledges up-to-date.   e second 
quarter statements will be mailed 
early in July 2015.

Questions or concerns about 
ful# lling your pledge? Contact Josh 
Hoover.

Save the Date: 
Mass on the Grass
SUNDAY, AUGUST 28

Plan to join us for worship in the 
beauty of God’s great outdoors at 
Beverly Park in Beverly Hills.
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St. James Preschool

SHAR WICKENS

ext. 7103

preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org

http//stjamesschoolblog.blogspot.com

Special activities for the end of 
this school year include: watching 
the chicks hatch; witnessing the 
metamorphosis of caterpillars to 
butter% ies; participating in the St. 
James Open House; and marching 
in the Birmingham Parade.

  e children have been enjoying the 
activities in the Outdoor Sensory 
Classroom (courtyard) that Grandpa 
Jon has set up, while working on the 
regular daily curriculum.

We had a successful “Family Fun 
Night” at the Franklin Athletic Club 
(May 24th) followed by the school 
picnic at Beverly Park (May 27th).

Mark your calendars for the many 
end of the year activities:

  ursday, June 9, 9 a.m. in Shain 
Park. St. Jude’s Children’s Research 
Hospital Trike-A-  on. 

Tuesday, June 14, 2:30 p.m. 
in Centennial Hall. Amazing 
Athelete’s Award’s Program.

Wednesday, June 15, 2:30 p.m. in 
Centennial Hall.   e After-School 
Dance Class program.

Wednesday, June 15, 11:30 a.m. in 
Centennial Hall.    e Four & Five’s 
program will host their Alphabet 
Luncheon.

  ursday, June 16, 11:30 a.m. 
in Centennial Hall.   e   ree’s 
program will host their Alphabet 
Luncheon.   e children will perform 

Music Notes
GLENN BURDETTE

 ext. 7206 

music@stjamesbirmingham.org

  ank you to our senior choir for 
a winter and spring # lled with 
great music, and, this month, for 
singing evensong for the Vigil of 
the Ascension on Wednesday, May 
4. One of the important landmarks 
in the church year, the Ascension 
was well represented by Stephen 
Cleobury’s anthem “Joys Seven,” 

for their families at the luncheon. 

Friday, June 17, 10 a.m. in 
Centennial Hall.  We will celebrate 
the graduation of our Kindergarten 
Readiness and Fours program.  We 
are proud of Gino, Brandon, Julia, 
Katie, John, Reagan, Jordan, Ariana, 
Zoey, Amelia, Finley, Michelle, 
  eo, Anna, Jack and Tyler, who 
have grown in so many ways.  It is 
with happy memories of St. James 
Preschool as ‘a great place to start’ 
we send them on with our blessing.

It has been a very successful school 
year with the help of many!    e 
programs at St. James Preschool 
continue to thrive due to our 
loving and dedicated sta$ : Cathy 
Lloyd, Engrid Wicka, Melissa 
Wojciecowski, Nancy Antwan, 
Tracey Straith, Fabie Andrieux-
Woodside, Ann Seraydarian, Peg 
Woodside, Karina Celia, and Allison 
Ha$ ey. We also appreciate the 
support of the church sta$ , members 
of the vestry, the preschool board 
of directors, parents and parish 
members.

using an old traditional text to 
depict scenes of Christ’s life on 
earth, from his birth:

! e " rst good joy that Mary had, it 
was the joy of one;

To see the blessed Jesus Christ when he 
was " rst her son.

to his ascension:

! e next good joy that Mary had, it 
was the joy of seven;

To see her own son, Jesus Christ, to 
wear the crown of heaven.

Various award nominations 
are being considered for Susan 
McDonald, who recreated Lady 
Mary Crawley’s performance of “If I 
were the only girl in the world” from 
Season 2, Episode 4 of Downton 
Abbey at the All Saints Guild’s tea 
on May 11, adding several other 
pieces that must have unjustly 
ended up on the cutting room % oor. 
  anks also to our hastily impressed 
cast of Gillian Catchpole (Violet, 
Dowager Countess of Grantham), 
Less Lessenthien (Robert, Earl of 
Grantham), Lena Nealley (Cora, 
Countess of Grantham), and         
Fr. Josh (Matthew Crawley).

Our choristers of the junior choir 
sang beautifully on April 24, will 
take over from the senior choir on 
May 29, Memorial Day weekend, 
and sing for the last Sunday of the 
“program year” on June 12.   anks 
to all of them and to Matt Horn 
for such good work the last few 
months. We’ll celebrate by visiting 
the Village Fair after church services 
on June 5.

  anks also to the St. James Ringers, 
often called “intrepid” or “fearless” 
by listeners.   ey played “Beautiful 
Savior” on May 22, and plan to play 
on July 24 if possible for the service 
marking our patronal saint.

  ough these groups will be on 
“summer schedule” beginning June 
19, it will be an excellent time for 
special solos, vocal or instrumental, 
from our talented members and 
friends. So if you have that ukulele 
solo about ready, let me know!

! ank you Grandpa Jon (Wickens) for  
setting up the beautiful re# ection pool.
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From the Youth Pastor
CHRIS GANNON

ext. 7203

chris@stjamesbirmingham.org

Note on Our J2A Pilgrimage
Eight members of our Journey to Adulthood ( J2A) class are heading o$  on a 
Pilgrimage with Pastor Chris, Fr. Josh, and Matt Horn. We’ll be traveling to 
New York City and Washington, D.C. from June 22nd to July 1st, to share and 
experience “our stories” of faith together.

We would love you to pray for us and to send us o$  with notes of love and 
encouragement. On the Sundays ( June 5th, 12th, and 19th) before we 
leave there will be a note card in the bulletin for parishioners to write these 
sentiments on.   e plan is to share them with the pilgrims during our travels. 
Please consider writing one (or two) to the class. You can share your wishes for 
us, your favorite Bible verse, or a quote. You need not personalize them with the 
names of the pilgrims, but please be sure to sign your name.

NAMES OF PILGRIMS: Kyle Catchpole, Rachel Cryberg, Adeline 
Hennebury, Michaela Hennebury, Malcolm Machesky, Abby Righter, Daniel 
Righter, Samantha Tousignant

G.A.P.- God’s Awesome 
People Youth Group
SUNDAY, JUNE 5
immediately following the 10 a.m. 
service.

Our last o"  cial event of this 
program year is exploring the 
Village Fair right outside our doors! 
All members of G.A.P. and the 
Children’s Choir are invited to join 
us as we try our hand at the games, 
enjoy some great fair food, and 
experience the awesome rides at the 
Birmingham Village Fair. 

Contact Pastor Chris or Glenn 
Burdette by June 1st to let us know 
that you are attending.

Mission Possible: 
Detroit
AUGUST 7-12: A week-long, 
residential experience for youth 7th 
grade and above!

  is is a Mission Possible unlike 
any we have ever done before. We 
are not just coming and doing, we 
are going deeper. Our purpose is 
to immerse ourselves in the City of 
Detroit so that we can experience 
transformation together through 
eye-opening moments, to take 
fear down, and to # nd out who are 
our sisters and brothers. We have 
three goals for our week together: 
1) to live in Detroit, interacting 
with residents; 2) to develop 
intentional opportunities to discuss 
race/diversity; and 3) to create 
community that helps to expand the 
sense of the other.

We’ll be staying in the dorms at 

Wayne State University. We’ll be 
traveling around the city together 
learning more about the history of 
Detroit and what’s happening now 
in Detroit through many of the 
social services and arts agencies. 
On our list of possible encounters 
is Summer in the City, Spirit of 
Hope, the Heidelberg Project, 
Mack Alive, the Ruth Ellis Center, 
Cass Community Center, and 
Youth Works – Detroit. With our 
intention to have opportunities 
to discuss race and diversity, we 
hope to be able to experience the 
Underground Railroad history in 
the city, and visit the Grand River 
Creative Corridor, as well as the 
Charles Wright Museum.

  e cost is ONLY $100. Why? 
Because we believe this is so 
important for our youth we don’t 
want money to be a factor. Contact 
Pastor Chris if you are interested.

Summer Church School
STARTING SUNDAY, JUNE 19

We move from our regular Church 
School classes to a “one-room” 
classroom model for the summer. 
Pastor Chris will lead our youth in 
the day’s scripture; we’ll share prayers, 
sing our favorite songs, and get 
creative!  But we need your help!

Would you consider signing up for one 
of the Sundays to assist? You can go to 
www.SignUpGenius.com.

Pastor Chris will contact you on the 
Tuesday before you are scheduled 
and email you the lesson plan for that 
Sunday. You won’t need to prepare 
anything...just show up, hang out 
with cool youth, and learn something 
new! How awesome is that? 
Questions? Contact Pastor Chris.

Sponsor a Meal for Pilgrimage
We still need your help. We will be able to have our breakfast at the places 
where we’ll be staying. However, we’ll be eating out all of our lunches and 
dinners, in two very expensive cities. We strive to be economical but we need to 
be realistic.

Would you please consider sponsoring one of our meals? Or a portion?   ere 
are eleven of us travelling.  We’ll be eating 10 lunches and 9 dinners on the 
road. We expect to spend up to $180 on lunch and $250 on dinner each day.

Each day we will note who has sponsored a meal and will lift them up in prayer 
with thanksgiving during the meal.
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Wednesday Bible Study
WEDNESDAYS: JUNE 1 & 8
NOON - 1 p.m. in the Lounge

Join us as we wrap up our program 
year of bible study. Bring your 
lunch and join us for the laughter 
and camaraderie that helps us grow 
together. 

Wednesday Morning 
Eucharist
EVERY WEDNESDAY, 
7 a.m. in the Church 

Join Fr. Josh for Holy Eucharist 
followed by fellowship in the 
Lounge. 

We will now gather in the air-
conditioned church instead of the 
non-air-conditioned chapel.

Spirited Conversations
THURSDAYS: JUNE 2 & 9
7 - 8 p.m. in the Lounge

Sabbath Time

As the program year comes to a 
close and many people take time for 
vacation and to get away, it seems 
like a good time to discuss Sabbath. 
  e Sabbath was the one day a week 
that all Jews were required to rest. 

On June 2, we will discuss where 
the concept of Sabbath came from, 
its purpose and how it a$ ected the 
community when all people did this 
together. 

  en, on June 9, we will talk about 
how we take Sabbath time in the 
midst of a busy world. Join us for 
refreshing food and conversation.

Pingree Farm planting day. Sign up 
on www.pingreefarms.org. 

Adult Forum
SUNDAYS: JUNE 5 & 12
9:05 a.m. in the Lounge

Join us for our last two meetings of 
the program year on June 5 and June 
12 as we continue to learn about 
women who made a huge impact on 
the history of our church.

June 5 –   e Grimke Sisters

June 12 – Hilda of Whitby

Bring your co$ ee and prepare to 
learn and be inspired

Favorite Hymns for 
St. James Day

SUNDAY, JULY 24

Our patronal feast day (St. James 
day) is coming up and we thought 
it would be fun to sing our church’s 
favorite songs.  Be sure to # ll out a 
ballot for St. James’ favorite hymns.  
Or simply write on a piece of paper,  
your name and your # rst three 
choices. All entries are due Sunday, 
June 19.    e nominees are: 

A mighty fortress is our God (688)

Abide with me (662)

All things bright and beautiful (405)

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus (460)

Alleluia, alleluia, Give thanks to the 
risen Lord (178)

Angels we have heard on high (96)

Crown him with many crowns (494)

Dear Lord and Father (653)

For all the saints (287)

God rest you merry gentlemen(105)

Hail thee, festival day (216)

Here I am, Lord

Holy, holy, holy  (362)

RedRaiser for 
Birmingham Youth 
Assistance (BYA)

TUESDAY, JUNE 14
6 - 8 p.m. at 

BYA is excited to o$ er their latest 
RedRaiser at   e Bird &   e Bread 
(located on Old Woodward in 
Downtown Birmingham). Tickets 
are only $25 per person. Please 
consider supporting the important 
work done by BYA for the youth 
and families in our community. 
Questions about BYA and what they 
do and St. James’ connection to this 
community service? Contact Pastor 
Chris or visit their website: www.
birminghamyouthassistance.org

I am the Bread of Life (335)

I bind unto myself (370)

I sing a song of the saints (293)

I want to walk as a child of the light 
(490)

In your mercy, Lord, you called me (706)

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee (Ode to joy) 
(376)

Let us break bread together (325)

Now the green blade riseth (204)

Now the silence  (333)

O beautiful for spacious skies (719)

O come, O come, Emmanuel (56)

O day of peace ( Jerusalem) (597)

O God, our help in ages past (680)

On Eagle’s Wings

Once in a royal David’s city(102)

Onward, Christian soldiers (562)

Praise my soul, the King of heaven (410)

Round the Lord in glory (367)

Silent night (111)

Singing songs of expectation (527)

Stand up, stand up, for Jesus (561)

" e Church’s One Foundation (525)

" is is my Father’s world (words of 651)

Wilt thou forgive that sin (140)
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Pingree Farm
PLANTING DAY!

Nope!   you didn’t miss it.  It’s 
Saturday, June 4th.

You can come at any time that 
# ts your schedule. . . . come for 30 
minutes or 3 hours. . . . .the plants 
will be staged by 8 . . . . .Mariachi 
band starts at 8:30 a.m. and should 
easily be done by 11:30 a.m.

What a great opportunity to get 
whole families involved. . . . mothers, 
daughters, sons, fathers, aunts and 
uncles, grandparents, friends and 
neighbors. . .the more the merrier!   
All ages and all levels of physical 
activity.  ALL ARE WELCOME! 

  e beds are prepped so all you’ll 
need are gloves, a trowel, your water 
bottle, a smile & enthusiasm. . . .and 
maybe a kneeling pad if you are 
delicate. 

After you are done planting, plan to 
enjoy the following: 

1-Walk thru the barns - the 4H 
clubs will be showing folks around 
the barn and showing o$  the 

Our Mission 
INVITE 

you to the table; 

ILLUMINATE 
our spiritual journey;

SHARE 
Christ’s love with the world

! e Return of Flat Jesus
It’s that time of the year again. We’re 
planning our summer adventures 
– up to the cabin, over to the lakes, 
o$  to Disney with the kids – so 
don’t forget to bring along your very 
own Flat Jesus. Members of the 
congregation got dozens of Flat Jesi 
ready to accompany everyone on 
their summer journeys.

What is Flat Jesus, you ask? Flat Jesus 
is just that, a % at, laminated paper, 
colored in cartoonish depiction of 
Jesus.    e concept is based on the 
Flat Stanley books that elementary 
school children read. In the summer 
of 2013 our adventures with Flat 
Jesus began as a way for us at St. 
James to remain connected over the 
summer as folks travelled and were 
unable to make it to church here 
every Sunday.  Our hope was that 
folks would take their Flat Jesus up 
to the cabin, on the road trip with 
them to visit friends and family, 
out to dinner, on mission trips, or 
just hanging around the house.  We 
encouraged people to take pictures 
of their Flat Jesus and talk with each 
other about what Flat Jesus would 
think about what happened that day. 
People have posted their pictures to 
the Facebook page, or emailed them 
to us, and we’ve copied many of 
those pictures and shared them on 
the map.  

It wasn’t just folks from St. James 
that had adventures with Flat Jesus 
for the past three summers.  Since 
2013, the popularity of Flat Jesus 
has been immense with over 600 
Flat Jesus’ being requested and 
mailed out from our o"  ce. With 
almost 800 people “liking” our Flat 
Jesus page on Facebook, 5,000 
people being reached each week by 
the postings, pictures, and stories, 
our Adventures of Flat Jesus turned 
into a national movement.  At least 
a small one!

So let’s continue our Adventures of 
Flat Jesus this summer.  If you want 
your own Flat Jesus just pick one 
up after worship one Sunday. If you 
can’t worship with us in person just 
let Pastor Chris know and she’ll get 
one to you right away. 

Plan on taking an adventure with 
Flat Jesus this summer!  Even 
if you’re not planning on going 
anywhere this summer, he’s nice to 
just have by your side, day in and 
day out!

livestock (then come see them again 
at the Oakland County Fair in 
Davison July 8-17 and the Wayne 
County Fair in Belleville  August 
8-13)

2-Swing over and check out the 
train club and their progress

3-Drive ½ mile up to National 
Bakery for some fresh bread 

4-Take the family over to get a 
coney at Red Hots  

If it’s a total washout we’ll plan to 
move to next Sunday the same time 
frame. If you can’t come. . . . .you can 
still follow us online or talk with 
parishioner, Jere Green.

I’m back! Take me (Flat Jesus) on your 
adventures this summer. Take photos 
and I’ll post them on my FaceBook.

Put Pingree Plants In the Ground  
(PPPIG). Everyone is invited to help 
Pingree Farm plant their crop.



8 ! e Spirit

Over 40 volunteers showed up to 
welcome in neighbors and community 
members at our " rst   e Sights and 
Sounds of St. James Open House.

St. James Fellowship

DOWNTON ABBEY TEA

Rachel Herbst attended the Downton 
Abbey Tea in style.

ST. JAMES OPEN HOUSE

St. Anne’s Mead: 
Re" ections of Residents, 
  e area’s # rst home for retired seniors 
is celebrating its 50th anniversary and 
will publish a history in conjunction with 
two special events later this year. It will 
also publish a series of moments-in-time 
articles in ! e Meadian, the monthly 
newsletter. 

If you have information about a family 
member who was an early resident with 
a noteworthy career, or a particularly 
interesting life, contact communications 
director Victor Pytko at victorpytko@
att,net.

Community Outreach: 
Volunteers Needed

PARK ART: An evening of the arts
Friday, June 24
5 - 9 p.m. in Shain Park

St. James will help host a craft table at 
this fun, interactive, art # lled evening for 
youth.  ! e event is an easy one, we just 
need helpers. Sign up in Centennial Hall 
or contact Shar Wickens, who will be 
coordinating this community fellowship 
opportunity.

! e Community  House (TCH) 
invites everyone of all ages to come 
celebrate and participate.  Participants 
are encouraged to bring a lawn chair 
to watch main stage performances 
including: TCH Youth Summer ! eater 
Actors and TCH Ballet Ensemble. Free 
admission; $5 per project/ $20 unlimited 
projects. Proceeds to bene# t TCH 
Youth Outreach Programs.

As a volunteer of St. James you will be 
a part of sharing in our 2016 focus of 
building community.

! ank you to Gillian Catchpole and the 
women of All Saints Guild for hosting 
a lovely event 

Tea time at St. James means 
homemade sweets and savory treats Pat Smith was delighted to attend such 

a fun event.


