
Newsletter of St. James Episcopal Church Walk with us in God’s love

A Message from the Rector
JOSH HOOVER; ext. 7222; josh@stjamesbirmingham.org

January 2017

Vestry Meeting 
Highlight
At their meeting in December the 
vestry took the following actions:
•	 Approved the 2017 budget 

recommended by the Finance 
Committee with one change

•	 Approved an additional draw 
from the Parish Fund to cover 
the 2016 deficit

•	 Approved Housing Allowance 
for Fr. Josh

•	 Received reports on HVAC 
repairs from Property

•	 Received Stewardship, Winter 
Markt, Nominating, and Small 
Group reports

One of the things that we celebrate at Christmas is the fact that God became 
known. No longer a being in the clouds, distant in more than a physical sense; 
God became one of us, an integral part of the human story. This moment in 
history in which God became like us makes God, at least in some way and to 
some extent, knowable. God is no longer foreign, but a part of who we are.
This means, that we are also a part of who God is. We are now a part of God’s 
story. One of us bore God into being, and people like us taught and learned 
from, followed and fought with God who was among us. There is relationship, 
we are known and loved by our creator.
God, who is defined as a Trinity of beings in perfect relationship with one 
another, also sought relationship with us. In fact, throughout the Bible, God is 
almost always working in partnership with others. Ever since creation, it has 
always been God working in relationship with us that moved history, and some 
have called the entire Bible the story of God’s relationship with God’s people.
The importance of relationship does not end with our relationship with God. 
We were created to love and be loved, not only God, but one another. We need 
people, and they need us. One of the reasons for Jesus telling us that the second 
commandment is to love our neighbor as ourself is not only to help those in 
need, but because we all need love in order to be healthy and whole.
With that in mind, we are starting some new small groups at St. James this 
winter. The purpose of these groups will be multifold. They will be an opportu-
nity to grow with one another, an opportunity to learn more about and share 
our faith, and, most importantly, it will be an opportunity to build relationships. 
There is more on the inside of The Spirit about how these groups will work. The 
real question is, will you take the time, once a month, to come together with 
others, to enjoy the company of fellow members, to support and be supported?
If we want St. James to be a community of faith instead of a group of individu-
als who worship in the same space, spending time together is important. Over 
the past two years we have done this at pancake suppers and youth fundraisers, 
at coffee hours and receptions. Now, we are encouraging you to go deeper, to 
get to know people who aren’t in the same group, or maybe don’t even go to the 
same service you do. We are encouraging you to be vulnerable and share the 
things that are most important to you while listening to others.
Join one of our small groups, and your time will be repaid in growth, in learn-
ing, and God’s presence in the midst of conversations and new relationships. 
This is how we are called to live and we look forward to the good things God 
has in store for us in 2017.
Faithfully,
Josh

Getting to Know our 
Mentors & Confirmands
If you see a happy, laughing teenager 
with the friendliness of a puppy play-
ing the flute, speaking Chinese, wear-
ing a Girl Scout badge, representing 
Troy Athens High School by playing 
in the marching, symphonic  and 
spirit bands and woodwind choir as 
well as performing here at St. James…
then you’ve met Samantha Tousig-
nant. Here, at St. James she also serves 
as an acolyte and for the last five years 
served with five different rectors at 
the Maundy Thursday Service. A 
record I think! I am proud to serve as 
Samantha’s mentor as she follows her 
journey towards confirmation in June. 
-Nancy Schutte
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The Reverend Joshua A. Hoover,  
Rector
St. James Episcopal Church
355 West Maple Road, 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
www.stjamesbirmingham.org
Phone    248.644.0820
Fax         248.644.4405
The Spirit is a monthly newsletter 
published for members and friends 
of St. James. The deadline for 
submission is the 15th of each 
month for the following month’s 
issue. Please email articles to: 
churchoffice@stjamesbirmingham.
org or call the Parish Administrator, 
at ext.7200.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays 8 and 10 a.m. 
Wednesdays 7 a.m.  
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.–4 p.m. 
PASTORAL CARE
For pastoral emergencies, please 
contact Fr. Josh Hoover at 810. 
620.5402
SUNDAYS
8 a.m.          Eucharist (Church)
9 a.m.          Rite 13/CnC 
        (most Sundays)
10 a.m.        Eucharist (Church)
10:10 a.m.   Church School   
        Preschool-Grade 6
TUESDAYS
7 p.m.          Toastmasters 
7:30 p.m.     AA
WEDNESDAYS  
7 a.m.          Eucharist (Chapel)
7:30 a.m.     Fellowship & Coffee
Noon        Bible Study        
THURSDAYS 
12 p.m.        AA
SATURDAYS 
9 a.m.          Knitting (Lounge)

Two Minute Theology
THE EPIPHANY

Epiphany always comes on Jan. 6, the first day after the 12 days of Christmas. 
It is the day we celebrate the arrival of the magi or wise men who came to 
worship Jesus and bring gifts. At St. James we will move that celebration to 
Sunday, January 8 this year, when some of our own wise men will come with 
presents, our crèche will be complete, and we will celebrate after the 10:00 
service with a traditional King’s Cake.
While all of this is a lot of fun, it is important to note what we know from the 
Bible and what we don’t. 

1.	 The crèche never was complete in the Bible. Shepherds, sheep and an-
gels appear in Luke’s story with no wise men, and only the wise men 
appear in Matthew with none of the others. 

2.	 Even if they left on the night Jesus was born, it is highly unlikely that 
the wise men made it all the way to Jerusalem and then to Bethlehem 
while the family was still in a stable. In fact, 2 years is more likely than 
12 days. Most likely, they had moved into a house well before that time.

3.	 There were no kings, and we don’t know how many wise men, the Bible 
never says, the traditional number is three because there were three 
gifts.

4.	 Epiphany, which means revelation, referring to God or understanding, 
is sometimes called Theophany. A theophany is a visual appearance of 
God or God’s messenger.

5.	 In the season following Epiphany, leading up to Lent, our lessons will 
focus on revealing who this Jesus person is, and, therefore, who God is.

6.	 The revelations start on January 8th with the gifts of the magi: gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. These are highly symbolic gifts meant to both 
show Jesus’ identity and foreshadow some of the story to come. To 
learn more about this, join us for Fr. Josh’s sermon on January 8.

LIVE FROM BETHLEHEM was 
shared with the congregation on 
December 11
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Epiphany
We will celebrate Epiphany on Sunday, January 8 this year. Be ready for a 
surprise or two as we welcome the wise men at the end of our Christmas 
celebration. 

6th Annual St. James “Golden Pin” Tournament-
A Family Bowling Event
Mark your calendars to join us on Sunday, January 8th at 1 p.m. at Hartfield 
Lanes in Berkley. For a mere $10 you can bowl two games, rent those fashion-
able shoes, enjoy two slices of the finest pizza, and be refreshed by all the soda 
(pop) you can drink. Everyone is invited to this church fellowship event! RSVP 
NOW so Pastor Chris can let the bowling alley know how many to expect. We 
had a blast last year, don’t miss it this year!

Chalking the Door for Epiphany
SUNDAY, JANUARY 8TH    
When you leave church services on the 8th, you’ll get a piece of chalk and 
the outline of a liturgy to take home to chalk the door at your house. This short 
liturgy is a way of marking our homes, usually at the front or main entrance, 
with sacred signs and symbols as we ask God’s blessing upon those who live, 
work, or visit throughout the coming year. In Exodus, the Israelites marked 
their doors with blood so that the Lord would pass over their homes; but 
in this service, we mark our doors with chalk as a sign that we have invited 
God’s presence and blessing into our homes. On your doorframe you’ll mark 
2+0+C+M+B+1+7. Why? Well, the traditional names of the Magi are Caspar, 
Malchior, and Balthazar. The doorframe of the home is marked with their 
initials within the year as a reminder of the Magi who received God’s great 
welcome when they visited Jesus in his first home. It’s a house blessing and a 
reminder to make the home a place of welcome for all people.

OUR WINTER MARKT BOOTH 
was a great opportunity to have 
conversations about St. James with many 
people who stopped by to see hand knit 
items, Christmas cards and St. Nicholas 
candy. Over $1,000 was raised for Micah 
6 Community and Alternatives for Girls.
Above: Emily Wogaman 
Below: Carole Woolsey and Jon Wickens

Mark your Calendar
PARISH ANNUAL MEETING
SUNDAY, JANUARY 29, 2017
ONE WORSHIP SERVICE AT 9:00 AM

Please join us in Centennial Hall 
after the service for breakfast and 
the meeting.
During the Annual Meeting our 
children and youth will head into 
the Lounge to eat their lunch, along 
with some popcorn and watch a 
recently released DVD.

Help needed for South Oakland Shelter 
JANUARY 29–FEBRUARY 5

South Oakland Shelter (S.O.S.) was formed in 1985 to meet the need for emer-
gency shelter in the southern portion of Oakland County.  It is a rotating shel-
ter with churches throughout Southeast Oakland County participating, each 
hosting up to 30 people for 7 consecutive nights (Sunday to Sunday). St. James 
has been involved in S.O.S. as a participating church since 1987.  St. James has 
partnered with the First Baptist Church-Birmingham due to the First Baptist 
Church’s ability to accommodate the housing needs of the S.O.S. clients.
This year's S.O.S. week is scheduled for Sunday, January 29th thru February 5th, 
2017 at First Baptist Church in Birmingham. We are in need of your help with 
the following opportunities to volunteer for:
1) set up of the mattresses
2) food donations/meal serving
3) driving participants to designated places in the morning
4) helping to do laundry 
5) assisting with the nightly monitoring of the church   
Sign-up sheets are posted in Centennial Hall on the bulletin board.
Thank you in advance.
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Music Notes
GLENN BURDETTE
ext. 7206 
music@stjamesbirmingham.org
Thanks to our dedicated St. James senior choir for preparing and singing a beautiful service of Lessons and Carols for 
Advent on December 4. Also to our readers and all who attended, and especially to Shay Pendray for the wonderful 
repast in Centennial Hall afterward. It was a wonderful way to prepare for Christmas, and to remember the purpose of 
Advent. The senior choir had the more somber privilege of singing for the memorial service for Frank Barnes, a dear 
member of the choir for many years, on December 17. Though a difficult service to 
sing, they carried out their task with great grace and care. The 10:00 Christmas Eve 
service included many festive choral pieces for the holiday: one of them featured a 
scintillating piano accompaniment played by Steve Wogaman; another added a four-
hand accompaniment in which Steve was joined by Keith Christianson.
The St. James Ringers played a Christmas program at St. Anne’s Mead on December 
20, among many joyful faces and cheerful carol singing. Fr. Josh and Bill Ward served 
as readers in an abbreviated lessons and carols format, and Becky Smith joined us in 
one number as the eponymous little drummer boy. The Ringers provided a musical 
prelude for the 10:00 Christmas Eve service this year.
Our junior choir sang at the 5:00 service on Christmas Eve, which included two 
carols at communion and a three-part anthem for offertory. 
All of our musical groups are on a well deserved break until January 4, when we will 
resume our usual schedule. Thanks to Patti and Dave Bostwick, for helping us get in 
the mood for the holiday by hosting our last pre-Chistmas Eve rehearsal and party at 
their home.
On Sunday, January 15 at 4 p.m., we will sing a service of Lessons and Carols for 
Epiphany, a way to reflect on the meaning of Christmas, its importance in the world, 
and perhaps even to experience a small “e” epiphany yourself. Please invite your 
friends and neighbors to accompany you.

Adult Forum 
Parishioners from the Pulpit
EACH SUNDAY IN JANUARY, we 
will hear a parishioner share their 
experience about a ministry they 
are involved in outside of St. James. 
Please join us in the Lounge at 
9:05 a.m. 

Wednesday Bible Study
EVERY WEDNESDAY

NOON–1 PM IN THE LOUNGE

At noon on Wednesdays we meet to look at one or more of the lessons from 
our upcoming Sunday lectionary. We are a casual group and invite you to bring 
your lunch. Coffee and water are provided. We are also a beginners group, 
asking more questions than we give answers. Prior knowledge of the Bible 
is not only unnecessary, but often gets in the way if you think it means easy 
answers. Join us as we explore the Bible, ask questions, and learn together. You 
just might hear something you say in the Sunday Sermon.

Wednesday Morning 
Eucharist
EVERY WEDNESDAY, 

7 AM IN THE CHAPEL

Join Fr. Josh for Holy Eucharist 
followed by fellowship in the Lounge. 

Lessons and Carols for 
Epiphany at St. James on
Sunday, January 15 at 4:00 p.m.

Church Office Closed & Winter Weather Policy
THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED,  MONDAY, JANUARY 16
in recognition of Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Winter Weather: Please note that no matter what the weather is doing there 
will always be worship services on Sunday. The rest of the week (Monday-
Friday) the church will follow the Birmingham School District’s school closing 
schedule. For pastoral emergencies, please contact Fr. Josh Hoover 
at 810.620.5402.
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From the Associate for Formation and Outreach
CHRIS GANNON
ext. 7203

Souper Bowl of Caring
What began as a simple prayer over twenty
years ago inspired a group of young people 
to do something more than celebrate a 
football game. They created the Souper Bowl
of Caring, and have mobilized youth across 
the country to raise more than $80 million 
for people in need.  
St. James has participated for the last six years raising over $5,000! How cool is that? Can we make it to $1000 when we 
participate on Sunday, February 5th? I bet we can!
You’ve probably heard the statistics about Super Bowl Sunday, Americans will consume:
•	 26	million	avocados
•	 8	million	lbs.	of	popcorn
•	 28	million	lbs.	of	potato	chips
•	 450	million	chicken	wings
•	 49.2	million	cases	of	beer
Yet most of us have never had to wonder where our next meal is coming from. Here’s another statistic, for one in six adults 
and one in four children in America this is a very real concern.
That is why our work with the Souper Bowl of Caring is so important! Participating unites us here at St. James with the 
rest of the nation, and helps to teach our young people that they can make a difference by giving hope to people in need.

G.A.P.-God’s Awesome People
For this month we have changed our meetings to the 2nd and 4th Sundays.
G.A.P., our Middle School youth, will meet on Sunday, January 8th at Hartfield Lanes as part of the 6th Annual Family 
Bowling event and then on Sunday, January 22nd from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. for an afternoon of meal prep for SOS and inspira-
tional YouTube videos and more! In February we’ll be back to the 1st and 3rd Sundays!

Comfortable Conversations: Light For Our Journey!
As mentioned in Fr. Josh’s article…
We are planning for the three parishioner conversational groups to start at the end of January or early February. Each 
group will have 6–12 people in them. They will meet for two hours a month. Each meeting will include time for social 
gathering, a more formal check in, a thirty minute program piece, short prayer time and ending with some more social 
time. The groups will meet until the summer when we can reassess.
The groups are:
1. Focused on the Book by Nadia Bolz-Weber, Accidental Saints. Participants will read a chapter or two each month   
 and then come together to discuss how it seems pertinent in their lives.
2. This group will be Bible based, perhaps tackling a book of the Bible for the five meetings.
3. The last group will be topical-a combination of both theology and Bible.
At the beginning of the year, we will send out an eBlast and have a paper signup sheet asking parishioners which of the 
three groups you are most interested in. The individual groups will determine the time and the place that best works for all 
members.
Please prayerfully consider joining a group in the new year. Healthier congregations have greater connections!
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St. James Preschool
SHAR WICKENS
ext. 7103
preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org
http//stjamesschoolblog.blogspot.com

The Fours class sang at the annual 
Preschool Christmas party

What an awesome finish to 2016 at St. James Preschool!
We had two wonderful holiday parties with all the preschool families. Cen-
tennial Hall was packed with everyone busy constructing candy houses and 
decorating cookies. There were jingle bells jingling, children singing and proud 
parents beaming during the music program.
In the lounge we had a picture perfect set up with the lit tree for the children 
to talk to Santa ( Jon Wickens).
Even our parties can be learning experiences. For example, during the build-
ing of the candy houses there were some structural questions.  Some children 
asked, “How much candy can this house hold?” Others asked, “How much 
candy can my mouth hold?” We found out the answers to both of those ques-
tions. Science, math, we’ve got it all!
2017 was brought in with bells, bells, and more bells.  The children rang in the 
New Year with the discussions of winter weather, penguins and snowmen.  
Later in the month we will explore the concept of different shapes and sizes.  
We will continue working on the alphabet curriculum, visit the Cranbrook 
Science Center, and learn about how to keep healthy. We’re all looking forward 
to a new year of growing, learning and exploring.

THE GREENING OF THE CHURCH took place after the 10:00 service with help from many parishioners and Quenten, 
our Sexton. Margo, Abby, Pam, Daniel, William and Annie getting into the decorating spirit
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Financial Update
These are our financials updated through the end of November. Please feel free to talk to vestry, Peggy John or Fr. Josh if 
you have any questions.

Nov. Actual Income: $21,126  Nov. Budgeted Income: $34,530  Difference: $-13,404
Actual YTD Income: $445,310  Budgeted YTD Income: $483,168 Difference: $-37,858
Actual YTD Expenses: $644,675     Budgeted YTD Expenses: $688,357 Difference: $-43,682
Deficit YTD: $5,140   Budgeted Deficit YTD: $11,234 Difference: $6,094

Transfer Amount from Parish Fund to date: $193,955  

Meet Elaine Belz, New Parish Administrator 
at St. James
We are pleased to introduce Elaine Belz to our parishioners. Elaine begins her 
full-time work for St. James on January 2, 2017 and is looking forward to learn-
ing about us. 
Elaine is a Michigan native who grew up on a farm in Hamburg, Livingston 
County, located across from the Emrich Retreat Center.  A current resident of 
Detroit, she is very active in the ministries of the Cathedral Church of St. Paul. 
These include singing in the choir, serving as a Eucharistic Minister, lector and 
verger. The Cathedral has many out-of-town and local visitors and Elaine has 
served as a docent for their Friday tours 
of the historic building. 
“Mom quotes” are the basis for many 
family memories.  “No education is ever 
wasted” is advice from her mother and 
it seems to fit Elaine’s many educational 
achievements. She graduated from The 
University of Michigan with a BA in 
philosophy and communication, and later 
moved to the San Francisco area in Cali-
fornia where she pursued an M.A. in 
theology from the Graduate Union 
Theological School in Berkeley. Currently, 
she is working on a Ph.D. in theological 
aesthetics.
While in California, Elaine worked as a verger at Grace Cathedral, San Fran-
cisco, where she also directed the Altar Guild. She returned home to Michigan 
in 2014 and was most recently Office Manager for Nativity Episcopal Church 
in Bloomfield Township. 
When you visit Elaine’s office at St. James, you will notice an icon of St. Anne, 
the Virgin Mary and Christ on the window ledge. With a passionate interest in 
icons and iconography, Elaine submitted a paper titled the A Wounded Presence: 
Virgin of Vladimir to The Graduate Journal of Harvard Divinity School where it 
was published in the Spring 2016 issue. 
Writing poetry, exploring Detroit history and reading biographies about cre-
ative people are more of Elaine’s wide range of interests.  
With a wealth of experiences to share, Elaine invites you to stop by her office 
and chat.

WHAT IS A VERGER?

A verger is a member of the laity who 
works under the direction of their Rector, 
Vicar, or Priest-in-Charge to assist with 
the organization and operation of reli-
gious services in the Episcopal Church in 
the US, the Anglican Church of Canada, 
the Church of England, and world-wide 
throughout the Anglican Communion. 
 -Verger’s Guild of the 
    Episcopal Church

The history of the verger dates back to 
the early days of the Church of England 
when he would lead the procession from 
the town square to the church carrying 
his virge (staff ) 
to clear the way if animals or an unruly 
person interfered. Today, a verger’s role 
is to precede the religious participants 
during the worship service, and also 
plan logistical details 
of the service.
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Births
Lauri and Murray Christianson are 
the proud grandparents of:
Isaac James Peter Christianson, 
parents Melanie and Graeme and 
big brother Angus, born 
November 29 in England
Liam Leone Christianson, parents 
Karen and Keith Christianson, born 
December 5 in Pittsburgh
Intercessions
IMMEDIATE PRAYER LIST

Judy Hoeffler, Logan Moralez, 
Carol Nicholas, Dick Smith, 
Pat Smith, The Jensen Family, 
Bridget Sawmiller, Ron Gable, 
Cameron, Lauren, Paul, Carolyn, 
Eric, Quenten Jr., Sachi, Frank Auld, 
Kyle, Josh, Neil Everett, James Olson 
and Kathleen Schneider
SUSTAINING PRAYER LIST 

Henry Moye, Joan Adams, Jeannine, 
Ted, Vince Cardinale, Phil Werner, 
Cathy Nelson, Michelle Wells, 
Richard Wells, Bertha Pastor, Jill, 
Engel Metaj, Trevor Sullivan, 
Ray McPartlin, Dot, Dave, Dad, 
Steve, Lucy, Truman, 
Elsie Righter, Merle Goatley, 
The Turner Family, Marc Roby, 
Benjamin Ziogas
SERVING IN THE MILITARY 
Bret Anstett, Andrew Crowe, 
Michelle Crowe, Kirk Jackson, 
Eric Kaltz, Brian Hertenstein, 
Geoffrey Hertenstein, Katie 
Koetting, Jeff Schultz, Isabel Ziogas, 
Theodore Moran, Hugo Stange
IN MEMORY

Please offer up prayers for the souls 
of Bob Pullar, who died Christmas 
Day, and Sarabeth Hammond, age 
17, the daughter of a friend of Chris 
Gannon, and for this families. May 
their souls and the souls of all the 
departed, through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace. 
Our Mission 
INVITE you to the table 
ILLUMINATE our spiritual journey
SHARE Christ’s love with the world

St. James Vestry
2014–2017
Mark Gable
Matt Horn
Tom Libby, Sr. Warden
Shay Pendray

2015–2018
David Lydy
Susan McDonald
Pam Righter
Nate Schmidt

2016–2019
Marty Bones
Lauri Christianson
John Everett
Bill Ward, Jr. Warden

Another Successful Advent Glow
This year’s Advent Glow was an stunning success following last year’s first 
debut. The evening was designed to offer women fellowship, creativity-but 
more importantly-a time to let the meaning of the season of Advent wash 
over them.
The stresses and tension of the outside world seemed to melt away during the 
service led by Pastor Chris Gannon who spoke about the value of waiting, hop-
ing, and praying. No small feat in this prelude to the Christmas season. Father 
Josh’s written message in the program was also a reminder of the real mean-
ing of the Advent. Jeanne Bourget, Alexandra and Samantha Tousignant, and 
Susan McDonald provided the uplifting music for the evening.
Jean Clark, Chris Gannon and Sara Scott, Cindy Jones, Becky MacDonald, 
Shay Pendray, Amanda Reister, Becky Smith, Julee Parker and Barb Spencer, 
Tedene Tousignant, Nancy Ward, and Shar Wickens did a beautiful job hosting 
80-plus women ranging in ages from 5 to 85. Some of these women were guests, 
not members of St. James, who expressed their pleasure in being included in the 
evening. The tables were a marvelous interpretation by each hostess of Advent.
This year’s event was another definite success because the women of St. James 
came together as one in prayer and friendship.

Top left: Shay 
Pendray
Top right: Elaine 
Linstedt and 
Jessica Gable
Bottom: table 
hosted by Chris 
Gannon and 
Sarah Scott


