
Newsletter of St. James Episcopal Church Walk with us in God’s love January 2019

what we believe we are called to do 
is taking more resources than we 
are bringing in. For the past several 
years, we have passed deficit bud-
gets, supported by the Parish Fund, 
a legacy that has helped us be the 
church we think God has in mind 
for us. We have been able to do this 
without harming the fund thanks to 
a combination of additional legacy 
gifts and a robust stock market. We 
knew, however, that this was never 
sustainable and that, eventually, we 
would need to make changes in 
order to create a better long term 
financial picture.
Over the last two years, with Fi-
nance Committee encouragement, 
the Vestry has been working on a 
plan to bring the budget signifi-
cantly closer to balance. At the An-
nual Meeting we will be discussing 
not only the 2019 budget, but also 
some of the longer range plans. This 
is an important moment in the life 
of our congregation as we seek to 
balance being the church we think 

God wants us to be and living 
within our means. 
The Annual Meeting is on January 
27th. We will have one service that 
day at 9:00 a.m. followed by brunch 
and the opportunity to discuss some 
of our hopes and dreams for St. 
James, what we think we are called to 
focus on, and the plans Vestry is con-
sidering for our future. As usual, we 
will also elect new leaders, this time, 
including those who will represent us 
at the election of a new bishop. We 
hope everyone will choose to be a 
part of this conversation.
This is an incredible church. The 
faithful following of God’s call to 
meet the needs in the community 
has led to wonderful gifts in the 
past, and God continues to work in 
and through us. I look forward to 
the next chapter in the history of St. 
James, and working with you as we 
continue to be transformed.
Faithfully,
—Josh

The briefest of looks inside this 
month’s Spirit will show some of the 
wonderful things that are happening 
at St. James. We have pictures and 
reminders of the many events that 
were a part of our Advent prepara-
tions, and information about some 
of the great things we have in store. 
And none of this includes the plans 
underway for a deeply meaningful 
Lent and Holy Week still to come. 
St. James is a bustling community 
that includes not only worship on 
Sundays but deep conversations 
and opportunities for growth and 
transformation the rest of the week, 
and throughout the year. We love 
and support one another, give op-
portunities to love our neighbors 
in the world outside of our walls, 
and house a number of programs, 
from our own preschool to 12 step 
programs, that serve the community. 
For our size, the number of pro-
grams we offer and their quality are 
incredibly robust.
In order to make this happen, it 
takes tremendously dedicated staff 
and parishioners. Our members 
give with incredible generosity of 
themselves both through financial 
gifts and their time. Our staff works 
hard, and is continuously looking 
for ways to improve our offerings 
so that everyone who walks in our 
doors can find some sense of God’s 
love for them. You are a blessing to 
one another, to this church, and to 
the world, and for that you should 
be proud.
But as you know, all of this good 
work comes at a cost. Simply doing 

From the Rector
JOSH HOOVER 
josh@stjamesbirmingham.org

The Time Travelers – Many thanks to all who helped make the Christmas pageant a 
rousing success! More photos, p. 5
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The Spirit is a monthly newsletter 
published for members and friends 
of St. James. We are always looking 
for photographs of church events! 
The deadline for submission is the 
15th of each month for the following 
month’s issue. Please email articles 
and/or photos to: churchoffice@
stjamesbirmingham.org or call the 
Parish Administrator.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. 
Wednesdays 7:00 a.m.  
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
PASTORAL CARE
For pastoral emergencies, please 
contact Fr. Josh Hoover at  
810-620-5402
SUNDAYS
8:00 a.m.     Eucharist (Church)
10:00 a.m.   Eucharist (Church)
10:10 a.m.   Church School (Pre-K  
                    through 5th grades)
TUESDAYS
7:00 p.m.     Toastmasters (2nd, 4th)
7:30 p.m.     AA
WEDNESDAYS  
7:00 a.m.     Eucharist (Chapel)
7:30 a.m.     Fellowship & Coffee 
7:30 p.m.     MA    
THURSDAYS 
12:00 p.m.   AA
SATURDAYS 
9:00 a.m.     Knitting (Lounge)

Three-Minute Theology
The Gospel of Luke
With the start of Advent last month, we also began year C in our three-year 
lectionary calendar. During year C we will be reading mostly from the gospel 
of Luke. This month, we will take a look at some of what we know about this 
gospel and themes to pay attention to in the year to come.
Luke is the third gospel and, most likely, the third to be written. It is gener-
ally accepted that he used the gospel of Mark as a source as well as some other 
material. The writer of Luke states that he knows about other accounts and does 
not include himself when talking about those who directly witnessed the life of 
Jesus. Luke also wrote the Acts of the Apostles, meaning that he wrote about 
27% of the New Testament, the most by an writer (Paul comes second, but even 
if you count all the things sometimes attributed to him that most scholars think 
he didn’t write, he comes in at 23%).
From the miraculous birth story all the way to the resurrection, Luke depicts  
Jesus as the true emperor, the one greater than Caesar. He is also deeply com-
passionate and loving toward the poor and outcast, and was sent especially to 
save the lost. Much of the gospel is spent on different people trying to identify 
just who Jesus is, but the reader is told from the beginning, and again at his 
Baptism and the Transfiguration that he is the Messiah, the Chosen One.  
Other titles that Luke uses for Jesus include: Son of God, Prophet (or One 
Greater Than the Prophets), Lord, Christ, Son of Man, and Savior. Each of 
these has both theological and practical significance and none by themselves  
are enough, for Luke, to tell the whole story of Jesus.
Finally, by focusing on Luke’s perspective, we will hear a number of themes this 
year. They include: 

•	 The story of Jesus and the Church shows that God has a plan for redeem-
ing the world

•	 Salvation is prepared for all people regardless of their nationality or status
•	 Wealth is dangerous and poverty has spiritual blessings
•	 Jesus is always eating, and with anyone. Much of his teachings are at or 

about a meal
•	 The life of a disciple is about obedience to God set in the midst of a life 

of prayer
As we read through Luke this year, I encourage you to watch for these themes 
and share with me what you are hearing that wasn’t mentioned here. During 
Lent, we will be learning more about this author, his gospel, and Acts at Adult 
Forum, a great place to learn more. 

A Note About the St. James Columbarium
St. James is delighted with the work that has been done in the Columbarium 
and we look forward to the new plantings that will come with the spring. We 
are especially thankful to Tom King and Jon Wickens for the planning and 
work they have put into preparing the garden for planting. 
We are also aware that the garden looks a bit stark as it waits for its new plants. 
However, please remember that the Terms and Conditions are clear that no 
ornaments of any kind are to be added to the Columbarium without the 
approval of the Vestry or their designees. The one exception to this would be 
laying cut flowers on the in-ground niches or on the ground under the wall 
niches. Flowers will then be removed by Quenten or another staff member 
when they become faded.

mailto:josh@stjamesbirmingham.org
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Music Notes
GLENN BURDETTE
music@stjamesbirmingham.org
By the time you see this, another 
glorious Advent season, and most of 
Christmas as well, will have come 
and gone at St. James. The presenta-
tion of Pinkham’s Christmas Can-
tata and a varied program of other 
music for the season on December 
9 was well attended and well sung. 
Thank you to the senior choir for 
the extra effort in that presentation, 
and to our instrumentalists, ush-
ers, readers, and to Shay Pendray 
and Pauline Veil for the wonderful 
reception following. The senior choir 
will sing for the later Christmas Eve 
service and then have a break unti 
January 2.
The St. James Ringers, who offered 
a prelude on December 9, will offer 
two medleys of Christmas carols be-
fore the 5:00 p.m. service on Christ-
mas Eve. The junior choir will sing 
two pieces at the same service—an 
older English carol and “Night of 
Silence,” a beautiful treatment of 
“Silent Night,” in celebration of the 
200th anniversary of that beloved 
hymn. Please arrive early for the 
choicest seats. Both groups will then 
return to rehearsing on January 6 
and 7.
January is a time of somewhat more 
relaxed music-making, with a bit of 
breathing room before the next even-
song on March 4. It is also, of course, 
an excellent time for new members 
to join our choirs. Have a blessed and 
happy New Year.
—Glenn

Financial Update
This is a summary of our financials through November 2018. More details are 
available on the blue and green sheets in Centennial Hall. Please feel free to 
talk to vestry, Peggy John or Fr. Josh if you have any questions.
   Actual  Budgeted Difference
November Income $  40,067           $  29,063    $  11,003
YTD Income  $440,840 $444,482 $  -3,642
YTD Expenses  $675,432 $ 674,937 $      495
YTD Total vs Budget      $  -4,137
Transfer Amount from Parish Fund to date: $222,741   
Budgeted Transfer for Year: $ 174,360 
5% of Parish Fund (goal number for transfers): $155,017

Vestry Update
At their December meeting the vestry:
•	 Received reports from Stewardship, Property, and Finance
•	 Approved the 2019 budget, which will be presented at the Annual Meeting
•	 Approved the 2019 Housing Allowance for Fr. Josh
•	 Received the report of the Nominations Committee
For more detail, the approved minutes from vestry meetings are regularly 
posted, along with financial statements, in Centennial Hall. 

Annual Report
Do you lead a ministry, group, or 
committee here at St. James? Your 
write-up for the Annual Report is  
due Monday, January 14. Please send  
it to Elaine in the church office: 
churchoffice@stjamesbirmingham.org.

Grammy Nominated Artist Coming to St. James
We are delighted to announce that 
Justin Roberts, three-time Grammy 
nominated artist and winner of eight 
parent’s choice awards, is coming to 
play a concert in our own Centen-
nial Hall, before heading to The Ark 
in Ann Arbor. On Saturday, January 
12, at 4:00, Justin will be performing 
some of his big hits in a private 
concert for preschool and church 
families (which doesn’t mean you 
can’t bring some friends). Afterward, 
there will be pizza for everyone.
Justin is a children’s artist with 
imaginative and smart lyrics that 
also entertain adults. The New York 
Times wrote, “He has a remarkable 
ability to see through a child’s 
eyes… the Judy Blume of kiddie 
rock,” and NPR said, “Roberts 
continues to craft masterpieces in 
miniature, equivalent to A.A. Milne’s 
Winnie the Pooh.” 

Family music artist Justin Roberts. 
Image courtesy of the artist; source: 
http://www.justinroberts.org

We guarantee laughs, the desire to dance, and a really fun time. If you are 
planning to come, please let us know here: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/60b0b4baaa62ca46-justin so we can get an idea of how many to set up for. 
We are looking forward to this really fun way to start the new year.

mailto:churchoffice@stjamesbirmingham.org
http://www.justinroberts.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0b4baaa62ca46-justin
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0b4baaa62ca46-justin
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From the Associate for Formation and Outreach
CHRIS GANNON 
chris@stjamesbirmingham.org

Youth and Families
G.A.P. (God’s Awesome People)  
YOUTH FELLOWSHIP GATHERINGS
Our youth (grades 6 and up) meet on 
the 1st and 3rd Sundays for a time of 
fellowship, fun, prayer, and food. On 
Sunday, January 6, we will meet at 
Hartfield Lanes for the 8th Annual 
Golden Pin Tournament (see left for 
details). On Sunday, January 20, we 
will gather in the Youth Rooms for 
an afternoon of learning more about 
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Annual Meeting 
Sunday, January 27
During the Annual Meeting our 
children and youth will head into 
the Lounge to eat their lunch, along 
with some popcorn as they watch a 
recently-released DVD.

8th Annual St. James “Golden Pin” Tournament 
A Family Bowling Event
Sunday, January 6, 2:00 p.m.
Mark your calendars to join us Sunday, 
January 6 at 1:00 p.m. at Hartfield Lanes 
in Berkley.  For a mere $10 you can bowl 
two games, rent those fashionable shoes, 
enjoy two slices of the finest pizza, and be 
refreshed by all the soda (pop) you can 
drink. Everyone is invited to this church 
fellowship event. We had a blast last year, 
don’t miss it this year! RSVP now using 
the link below so Pastor Chris can let the 
bowling alley know how many to expect: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0b4baaa62ca46-thegolden

Flamingos Fly South 
For The Winter
Our feisty flock of flamingos have 
flown south seeking fairer weather 
for the winter, but fear not – they 
plan to return as soon as the ground 
is no longer frozen! Many thanks to 
all who took part in the Flocking 
Fundraiser for our J2A Pilgrimage. 
Over 40 families had the joy of 
discovering a flock of flamingos on 
their property. Some of those 
families were not even members of 
St. James! To date we raised over 
$2500 from the flockings. Start 
thinking of who you want to share 
the joy of flocking with in 2019!

Souper Bowl of Caring
Sunday, February 3
“Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl 
football game, help us be mindful of 
those who are without a bowl of soup 
to eat.”
What began as a simple prayer over 
twenty years ago inspired a group of 
young people to do something more than celebrate a football game. They 
created the Souper Bowl of Caring, and have mobilized youth across the 
country to raise more than $80 million for people in need.  
St. James has participated for the last six years raising almost $9,000! How cool 
is that? Last year we raised almost $4000. Can we raise $1000 when we partici-
pate on Sunday, February 3, to get to $10,000 over seven years? I bet we can!
You’ve probably heard the statistics about Super Bowl Sunday, Americans will 
consume:
•	26	million	avocados
•	8	million	lbs	of	popcorn
•	28	million	lbs	of	potato	chips
•	450	million	chicken	wings
•	49.2	million	cases	of	beer
Yet most of us have never had to wonder where our next meal is coming from.  
Here’s another statistic: for one in six adults and one in four children in Ameri-
ca this is a very real concern.
That is why our work with the Souper Bowl of Caring is so important. Participat-
ing unites us here at St. James with the rest of the nation, and helps to teach our 
young people that they can make a difference by giving hope to people in need.

mailto:chris@stjamesbirmingham.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0b4baaa62ca46-thegolden
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Chalking The Door For 
Epiphany
Sunday, January 6   
On the Feast of the Epiphany, 
families across the globe gather to ask 
God’s blessing on their homes and on 
those who live in or visit them. It is 
an invitation for Jesus to be a daily 
guest in our homes, our comings and 
goings, our conversations, our work 
and play, our joys and sorrows.
A traditional way of doing this is to 
use chalk to write above the home’s 
entrance. It can also be written 
somewhere inside the home.
When you leave church services on 
the 6th, you’ll get a piece of chalk  
and the outline of a liturgy to take 
home to “chalk the door” at your 
house.  This short liturgy is a way of 
marking our homes, usually at the 
front or main entrance, with sacred 
signs and symbols as we ask God’s 
blessing upon those who live, work,  
or visit throughout the coming year.
The letters CMB have two meanings:
•	 They are the initials of the 

traditional names of the three 
magi: Caspar, Melchior, and 
Balthazar.

•	 They also abbreviate the Latin 
words Christus mansionem 
benedicat, “May Christ bless the 
house.”

In Exodus, the Israelites marked  
their doors with blood so that the 
Lord would pass over their homes; 
but in this service, we mark our doors 
with chalk as a sign that we have 
invited God’s presence and blessing 
into our homes. 
On your doorframe you’ll mark 
20+C+M+B+19. The doorframe of  
the home is marked with their initials 
within the year as a reminder of the 
Magi who received God’s great 
welcome when they visited Jesus in 
his first home. It’s a house blessing 
and a reminder to make the home a 
place of welcome for all people.

Christmas Pageant
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Melissa Wojciechowski—248-644-4071
preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org
Christmas break is a welcome 
blend of craziness, peacefulness, and 
rejuvenation. It’s always wonder-
ful to have extra family time and to 
spend quality time with friends you 
couldn’t seem to schedule in during 
the rest of the year. Reconnecting 
with extended family is so impor-
tant. Many children enjoy being 
with family who they don’t get a 
chance to see very often.
The New Year brings all things 
winter! The children will be learning 
about the coldest season by taking 
a look at winter clothing, weather 
characteristics, and outdoor winter 
activities. We might not have snow 
for the unit, but if not, we will pre-
tend! The children will learn about 
how animals endure the winter 
months through hibernation.  
On Saturday, January 12 at 4:00 
p.m., the preschool is hosting a 
Family Fun Night featuring a 
performance by Justin Roberts. 
Roberts is a three-time Grammy-
nominated artist and an all-star of 
the indie family music scene. For 
nearly twenty years, he has been 
crafting songs for kids and parents 
that navigate the joys and sorrows 
of growing up. He and his his band, 
The Not Ready for Naptime Play-
ers, have travelled the globe. We are 
excited to have him perform for our 
St. James families! See p. 3 for more 
details and how to sign up to attend.
We look forward to exciting things 
happening within our flourishing 
preschool in the New Year. May it 
be filled with happiness and many 
blessings to you and your family.
—Melissa

Christmas Memories
Thank you to all those who made possible the many many things we do here at 
St. James during Advent and Christmas. Thank you to the Altar Guild and 
Choirs for making worship beautiful and the Adult Choir again for the amazing 
Christmas concert. Thank you to readers, acolytes and Eucharistic Ministers for 
helping our services flow and rolling with changes when things aren’t going so 
well. Thank you to Margo Campbell and all who shopped, wrapped, delivered 
and gave to Santa’s Helpers. Thank you to the J2A and Rite 13 families for great 
desserts at Carols and Calories and all those who hosted tables at Advent Glow. 
Thanks to our youth for an amazing pageant and their families who helped them 

Carols & Calories, December 8 Winter Markt, November 30-December 2

mailto:preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org
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Advent Glow, December 6

Santa’s Helpers 

Visit from St. Nicholas, December 2
prepare and who set up for the wonderful brunch. Thank you to Jon Wickens for 
making sure St. Nicholas was here for his annual visit in early December. And 
while I am writing this before they happen, thank you also to all those who will 
decorate the church, and shine flashlights at Beaumont hospital. Finally, a special 
thanks to our staff who are an amazing and committed team of creative caring 
people. Almost none of what we do could happen without their being a part of it. 
St. James is an amazing place with so many people doing so many great things. 
We hope you enjoy these pictures of some of our December activities. We look 
forward to the many great things we will do together in 2019.            —Fr. Josh
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Our Mission 
INVITE you to the table 
ILLUMINATE our spiritual journey
SHARE Christ’s love with the world

St. James Vestry
2016–2019
Marty Bones
Lauri Christianson
John Everett
Daniel Righter

2017–2020
Ralph Castelli
Katie Haenggi
Pam Landgraf
Emily Johnson

2018-2021
Bill Booth
Julee Parker
Bill Ward
Michele Wogaman

Intercessions
IMMEDIATE PRAYER LIST: Kiera, David K., Penny, Shirley, David, Pat 
Smith, Claire, Kathy, Jim, Nev Curtis, Lucy, Althea, Mary, Lisa, John, Steve, 
Natalie, John Slocum, Mary Slocum, Joe Walls, Horace Conley, Kirsteen, 
Alonna, Noah Russell, Mildred Smith, Grace, Nancy Binkley, JoAnn, Katie.
SUSTAINING PRAYER LIST: Steve, Michelle Wells, Richard Wells, 
Jeannine, Ted, Trevor Sullivan, Engel Metaj, Vince Cardinale, Bertha Pastor, 
Dot, Dave, Truman, Logan Moralez, Merle Goatley, Elsie Righter, the Jensen 
family, James Olson and family, Pat Semivan, Eula Fyke, James, George 
Stannis, John and Sue Womack, Anne, George, Joe Hardig, Barbara Livy, 
Elsie Overy, Jon Wickens, Tom Woodside, Tommy, Rachel Heeren, Susan,  
the Joiner family, Pete, Jack Catchpole.
SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Bret Anstett, Andrew and Michelle 
Crowe, Brian Hertenstein, Geoffrey Hertenstein, Theodore Moran, Jeff 
Schultz, Hugo Stange.
IN MEMORIAM: Molly Smith, Ella Blonsky.

Mark your Calendar
Church Offices Closed
Monday, December 31-Tuesday, 
January 1 in observance of the New 
Year’s Day holiday.
8th Annual Golden Pin Bowling 
Tournament
Sunday, January 6, 2:00 p.m.
St. James Bridge
Thursday, January 10, 1:00 p.m. 
Family Fun Night 
Saturday, January 12, 4:00 p.m. See 
inside, p. 3, for more information.
Annual Report Articles Due
Monday, January 14
G.A.P. (God’s Awesome People)
Sunday, January 20, 1:00-3:00 p.m.
Church Offices Closed
Monday, January 21 in observance of 
the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday. 
All Saints Guild Winter Party
Friday, January 25, 6:30 p.m.
Annual Meeting
Sunday, January 27.  
Please note there will be only ONE 
service at 9:00 a.m. with the Annual 
Meeting to follow. 
Souper Bowl of Caring
Sunday, February 3
All Saints Guild Valentine’s Bake Sale
Sunday, February 10, at Coffee Hour
Girls’ Night Out
Friday, March 1, 7:00-10:00 p.m.
S.O.S. Week
March 3-10

Santa’s Helpers - Your gifts for families in need were delivered by this fine crew 
from St. James and the Royal Oak Recreation Center, which coordinates their 
distribution to families. L to R: Bruce Guenther, Jim Campbell, Margo Camp-
bell, Dave Smith, Bob Parker, Dan Sutter, Helen Rollins, Quenten Matthews, 
Dwayne Green, Rob Nelson, Robert Crowley. Not pictured: Bob Parker.

5th Sunday Outreach Dates
Mark your new 2019 calendar now! 
There’s a fifth Sunday this year in 
March, June, September, and 
December. Plan to stay after Coffee 
Hour to help with fun outreach 
projects.

You didn’t know these folks drive sleighs!


