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From the Rector
JOSH HOOVER
josh@stjamesbirmingham.org

Dream Meeting
Tuesday, August 6, 6:30 p.m.
Summer is often a time for slowing 
down, for taking some time away, 
for reevaluating and reconnecting. 
Church attendance and programs 
hit a lull this time of year, and it 
allows our leadership, both staff 
and vestry, to find rest time and 
make plans for the program year 
to come. At the June meeting, the 
vestry discussed the importance of 
Sabbath time to a spiritual life. We 
talked about how hard it is in our 
current society to intentionally take 
time for rest and relaxation, and 
how many of us still work while on 
vacation. Sabbath is a really impor-
tant issue for us in the church, a 
countercultural practice that helps 
us be in right relationship with God 
and with our own selves so we can 
better do God’s work in the world. I 
encouraged the vestry, and am trying 
myself, to find Sabbath time this 
summer and to be intentional about 
how I rest so I might be equipped to 
more faithfully care for the people of 
St. James.
One of the things that we are rest-
ing to prepare ourselves for is a 
possible capital campaign. Just as 
we need to rest our bodies and souls 
in order to do God’s work, so we 
must also, from time to time, focus 
on our church building in order to 
more faithfully fulfill our mission. 
Over the past several years we have 
created an amazing youth program, 
added new outreach programs, 
spent time introducing ourselves 

to Birmingham, opened our build-
ing to many outside groups, and 
provided pastoral care to many 
families through weddings, funerals, 
and baptisms. Our building is a gift 
to St. James and the Birmingham 
community.  If we want to continue 
doing this good work and the many 
other things that are important 
to us, the vestry believes there are 
things we need to do to strengthen 
this place where all these things 
happen.
Some of the work that we feel we 
need to do includes making up 
for deferred maintenance before 
the cost of projects get really out 
of hand, such as taking care of the 
tuck pointing, masonry and window 
sills on the outside of the building. 
Other work is simply the kind of 
maintenance that has to be done on 
an occasional basis: specifically, the 
life expectancy of both our flat roofs 
and our heating and air conditioning 
system is coming to an end. Added 
to these are a number of possible 
projects to make the church more 
welcoming, accessible, or just look 
like the kind of place where you 
would want to bring your friends. 
This is some of what is on our list, 
the more important thing the vestry 
and I want to know is, what is on 
your list?
We hope you can join us on Tuesday, 
August 6 at 6:30 p.m. in Centennial 
Hall for a Dream Meeting. This will 
be your first opportunity to share 
some of your hopes and dreams 
for the future of St. James, for our 
programs and ministry, and for 
our building. It will be a facilitated 
conversation to help us listen to one 
another and make sure that every-

one has a say. Following this meeting, 
there will be a feasibility study in 
which we will solicit even more feed-
back and learn what is motivating the 
people of St. James. Based on all of 
this information, we will then finally 
make decisions about the details of a 
possible Capital Campaign and what 
will, and will not, be a part of it.
The vestry is being very intentional 
about the road we are taking and looks 
forward to sharing with you what we 
are learning every step of the way. If 
you ever have any questions, I en-
courage you to reach out to Michele 
Wogaman or me. This is an exciting 
time for St. James and I look forward 
to all that we will learn and do to-
gether as we embark on preparing our 
building and ourselves for the good 
things God has in store for us.
Faithfully, 
—Josh

St. James Pilgrims – See inside (and 
watch the St. James Facebook page) for 
more photos!

mailto:josh@stjamesbirmingham.org
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The Reverend Joshua A. Hoover,  
Rector  
josh@stjamesbirmingham.org
St. James Episcopal Church
355 West Maple Road 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
www.stjamesbirmingham.org
Phone    248-644-0820

The Spirit is a monthly newsletter 
published for members and friends 
of St. James. We are always looking 
for photographs of church events! 
The deadline for submission is the 
15th of each month for the following 
month’s issue. Please email articles 
and/or photos to: churchoffice@
stjamesbirmingham.org or call the 
Parish Administrator.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. 
Wednesdays 7:00 a.m.  
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
PASTORAL CARE
For pastoral emergencies, please 
contact Fr. Josh Hoover at  
810-620-5402
SUNDAYS
8:00 a.m.     Eucharist (Church)
10:00 a.m.   Eucharist (Church)
10:10 a.m.   Church School (Pre-K  
                    through 5th grades)
TUESDAYS
7:00 p.m.     Toastmasters (2nd, 4th)
7:30 p.m.     AA
WEDNESDAYS  
7:00 a.m.     Eucharist (Church)
7:30 a.m.     Fellowship & Coffee 
7:30 p.m.     MA    
THURSDAYS 
12:00 p.m.   AA
SATURDAYS 
9:00 a.m.     Knitting (Lounge)

Financial Update
This is a summary of our financials at the end of May. More details are avail-
able on the blue and green sheets in Centennial Hall. Please feel free to talk to 
vestry, Peggy John or Fr. Josh if you have any questions.   
   Actual  Budgeted Difference
May Income  $ 20,508 $  29,686   $    -9,178
YTD Income  $293,656 $296,662 $    -3,007
YTD Expenses  $319,018 $325,614 $    -6,596
YTD Total vs Budget      $      3,589
Transfer Amount from Parish Fund to date: $115,578  
Budgeted Transfer for Year: $ 242,734 
5% of Parish Fund (goal number for transfers): $142,000 

Three-Minute Theology
Presider or Celebrant?

A few of you have noticed that our Sunday bulletins call the priest the Presider, 
instead of the Celebrant, the word used in the Book of Common Prayer. This is 
not a mistake, nor is it to argue with our prayer book; rather it is intended to clar-
ify what my (or another Presider’s) role is in the service. Using the term Celebrant 
can be problematic because it implies that the priest or bishop is the only one 
celebrating. This is far away from our theology, which is made clear in the rubrics 
before the Holy Eucharist on page 354 of the Book of Common Prayer. Here the 
person presiding over the service is called the “principal celebrant.” This implies 
that there are other celebrants around, meaning you, the members of the congre-
gation. We are all celebrating this service together, and the title Celebrant as used 
throughout the service in the Prayer Book is really shorthand for chief celebrant.
This is why I, and other priests, much prefer to think of ourselves as Presiders. 
But what does this mean? Of all people, Søren Kierkegaard gave one of the best 
metaphors. Think, he suggested, of the liturgical service as a play with a cast, 
a prompter, and an audience. It might be tempting to think of those in vest-
ments as the actors and the congregation as the audience, but this is incorrect. 
Instead, the Presider is the prompter, cuing lines and keeping things organized, 
and the congregation are the actors. You are the ones who are praying. Without 
a congregation, the work of the priest, like a prompter without a cast, would be 
meaningless.
When I was ordained as a priest, I was charged to share in the administration of 
the sacraments. We administer the sacraments as a community. Both Baptism 
and Eucharist need others besides a priest or bishop, not only to receive the 
sacrament, but to participate in the celebration. The Presider is one who leads 
that gathered celebrating community by serving those present. This is the great 
honor that I have been given, to gather together the body of Christ and lead us 
in expressing our faith and proclaiming our membership in God’s kingdom. But 
while this is my great privilege, what we do on Sunday morning or Wednesday 
or at a wedding or funeral or any other occasion for public prayer does not be-
long to me. It doesn’t belong to the bishop, either. It belongs to you, the wor-
shiping community. I am grateful that I get to share this life of prayer with you 
and work hard to remind myself that I am merely a steward, for a short time in 
the context of the life of St. James, of what belongs to you. Thank you for invit-
ing me to play a role in your worship.

mailto:josh@stjamesbirmingham.org
www.stjamesbirmingham.org
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Music Notes
GLENN BURDETTE
music@stjamesbirmingham.org
This past month, and indeed this 
past year, have been seasons of great 
music from the congregation and 
choirs of St. James, and I give many 
constant thanks to those who have 
been greatly involved in it: the St. 
James Choir, including members of 
the senior choir and the somewhat 
younger choristers of the junior choir;  
the St. James Ringers; and vocal and 
instrumental soloists. Among our 
instrumentalists, Gabriel and Adeline 

Vestry Update
In May the vestry
•	 Reviewed plans for updating the 

grounds around the church with 
new plantings and tabled action 
until the winter

•	 Received updates on quotes for 
large building projects and 
discussed the Dream Meeting 
scheduled for August 6

•	 Established the Peggy John 
Fund for Youth Formation and 
agreed to match first $50,000 
donated (See p. 6 for details)

•	 Discussed implementation of 
new software for both the 
church and preschool

•	 Approved new Diocesan Safe 
Church policy and discussed 
implementation

St. James Parish Fund Performance – May YTD 2019
The St. James Episcopal Church Parish Fund portfolio returned 4.6% for May YTD 2019.  The portfolio has gained 
$255,928 through May while also paying bank fees of $6,949 and 1st fund distribution of $115,578.  While US equities 
were strong in first Q 2019 concerns for overall growth are increasing due to political and economic uncertainty.  (The 
fund experienced its first monthly downturn in May as the stock market softened.)  PFM (our financial management 
company) works to provide capital growth for the Parish Fund to support the needs of our church and outreach efforts.  
Recent gifts to the Parish Fund are appreciated.

May YTD 2019 Market Value 
as of 1/1/2019

 
Contributions

 
Distributions

 
Net Flow

Return on 
Investment

Market Value as 
of 5/31/2019

 
% Return

Total Fund $2,913,516 $850 -$122,527 -$121,677 $255,928 $3,047,767    4.61%

—Parish Fund Committee

Hennebury played a beautiful violin 
and cello duet for the prelude on 
June 2, and Samantha Tousignant 
played a flute solo with the choris-
ters’ anthem on June 9. Sara Carlson 
served as our cantor on June 16, as 
did Chris Peters on June 23. I am 
very grateful to them all.
Now I know we have many talented 
people like them in our congregation, 
heretofore hiding their talents under 
various bushels. Be not such! Instead 
let me know if you would like to sing 
or play something in church this 
summer, or after. All of our choirs, 
singing and ringing, are ready to 

welcome new members at any time. 
Please think about it over the sum-
mer and join us in September.

“Y’all Come” Choir – Sunday, July 28 
Please come to the church at 9:15, 
and make up the choir for that 
morning’s 10:00 a.m. service. We’ll 
have plenty of time to sing through 
the hymns and service music and an 
easy anthem or two. We’ll be in the 
back of the church, so there’s no 
need to think about attire, proces-
sions, etc. No previous experience 
necessary!
—Glenn

Share your Garden Flowers 
Sunday, July 21

Vases waiting to be filled with your 
garden flowers Saturday, July 20 for 
the Sunday services. 

On Sunday July 21, the altar flowers will 
be supplied from parishioners’ gardens 
instead of the usual beautiful arrange-
ment from Tiffany Florist. In celebration 
of the feast day of St. James on Thursday, 
July 25, we remember the many pa-
rishioners who have made our current 
church possible through their generous 
gifts. The silver vases in the photo were 
given in memory of John B. Freeman, 
and Warren Pease Sr. and Christine 
T. Pease. The brass vases used in the 
chapel are inscribed: In Memory of 
Irene Williams Chittenden 1843-1907.
Please bring your flowers and greens to 
the church sacristy Saturday, July 20 
from 9:00-11:00 a.m. You are more 
than welcome to help the Altar Guild 
create the arrangements, and if we 
receive more flowers than will fit in 

these vases, we have other vases that 
can be filled to use behind the altar. If 
you are unable to bring your flowers 
Saturday morning, contact Nan 
Cowan—nancowan1@gmail.com or 
248-296-9525—for your flowers to be 
picked up. Feel free to come up into 
the sanctuary after the services to take 
a closer look at the vases and flowers.

mailto:music@stjamesbirmingham.org
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From the Associate for Formation and Outreach
CHRIS GANNON 
chris@stjamesbirmingham.org

Mission Possible: Detroit 
A mission experience for youth and young adults grades 7 and up
Sunday, August 4 to Friday, August 9
There are two options for participating in Mission Possible: Detroit 2019:
•	 One is for a student to stay for the entire week, including overnights,  

which costs $150.
•	 The other is for a parent/adult and student to attend 1, 2, or 3 days as 

commuter participants. The cost for both to attend is $25/day for the pair. 
If the day option is chosen, a parent/adult must drive the student to and 
from the mission site and stay with the group the entire time. We will 
typically be at the worksite from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. Details about the 
location will be sent out to the parent/adult.

We will be staying at Christ Church, Detroit for the week and “Sharing Peace 
in the ‘D’”. Fun, food, and adventure will be in great supply for everyone. 
Contact Pastor Chris for more info. Click here to be taken to a secure registra-
tion site: https://www.edomi.org/yaya/mission-trips/mission-possible-detroit/

God in the Movies
Thursdays, July 25 and August 22, 
6:30 p.m. in the Lounge
There is no adult forum on Sundays during the summer, but join us on Thurs-
day, July 25 and Thursday, August 22 for movie night. We will gather at 6:30 in 
the Lounge to enjoy a popular movie and then discuss where God is present 
and what the movie says about faith. Keep an eye on the Light for titles and 
more details.

J2A Pilgrimage Photos

The St. James pilgrims in front of a 
statue of St. James (the one on the left).

Group selfie! 

Poutine with a side of poutine... Which 
had never been done before in that 
restaurant, we were told.

School Supplies
Did you know that the average family with children in grades K-12 plans to 
spend over $600 on electronics, apparel, and other school needs this year? For 
many families this is a financial hardship.
With that in mind St. James is asking our parishioners to gather new school 
supplies to be donated to children heading back to school this September. The 
Back to School sales seem to begin earlier each year so could you purchase one 
or two of these items below to give to a family in need? 
•	 Box of #2 Pencils
•	 Box of 24 Crayons
•	 Glue Sticks
•	 Box of Tissues
•	 Pink Eraser
•	 Box of Broad Tip Markers

•	 Pair of Safety Scissors
•	 Pencil Case
•	 Wide Ruled Spiral Bound 

Notebooks
•	 Pocket Folders
•	 Box of 12 Colored Pencils

Collection baskets are in Centennial Hall and the Narthex. Supplies will be 
donated to Caniff Liberty Academy. Questions? Contact Pastor Chris.

A Wedding Invitation
On Saturday, August 17, your presence is requested at the mar-
riage of Pastor Chris and Sara, here at St. James at 11:00 a.m. We 
are so excited to share this moment with our family of faith. A 
cake and bubbly reception will follow in Centennial Hall.

mailto:chris@stjamesbirmingham.org
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Summer Church School
Starting on June 16 we moved from our regular Church School classes to a 
“one-room” classroom model for the summer. This summer we’re learning about 
the Lord’s Prayer. 
Each week we gather in the Children’s Chapel, to reflect on the scripture – 
learning about the Lord’s Prayer in its context, shining light on what this prayer 
means for us today; engage in an activity that inspires a deeper understanding of 
prayer and the Lord’s Prayer; imagine and color with incredible interactive posters 
and coloring pages; and take home a page to help encourage further discussion 
and engagement at home with the Lord’s Prayer
But we need your help. Would you consider signing up for one of the Sundays 
to assist? You can go to: stjames.rocks/summer to sign up.

Our Pilgrims took Flat Jesus to Québec 
and Montreal! Where will you take him?

Flat Jesus
Do you sometimes wish that Jesus 
was right there beside you as you 
navigated through your day? While 
Jesus said that he will be with us 
always, many of us would appreciate 
a more constant or visible presence in 
our midst.  That’s where Flat Jesus 
comes in.
This visible expression of your faith is 
a great opportunity to create conver-
sations with your friends and family: 
“What might Jesus think of the 
fudge here at Mackinac…the sunset 
over the lake…the people we en-
countered today?” Take Flat Jesus 
with you into the community, on 
vacation up north, to the swim club 
(he is laminated, don’t worry, but 
don’t try to recreate the walking on 
water scene; it might end badly), the 
Tigers game; and take a picture with 
him. Flat Jesus has not made it to the 
Dream Cruise—maybe this is the 
year! Upload your pictures to our 
Facebook page. Let us know what 
Jesus is up to with your family.

Acolytes, Mark Your Calendar...
National Acolyte Festival in Washington, D.C.
Friday, October 11 to Sunday, October 13 
The National Acolyte Festival is an annual event put on by the Washington 
National Cathedral in Washington, D.C. It is an opportunity to join acolytes 
from across the United States to celebrate the ministry of acolytes. The day 
begins with a service of Holy Eucharist and continues with a festive afternoon 
of workshops, behind-the-scenes tours, food, fun and games.
YAYA ministries is organizing a trip to the National Acolyte Festival for the 
churches in the Diocese of Michigan.
Limited spaces – First Come, First Serve
Acolytes Groups are allowed to go. A group must have at least one adult and 
two youth. No more than one adult for each 5 youth can attend. (1-5 youth: 1 
adult, 6-10 youth: 2 adults, 11-15 youth: 3 adults). There are a limited number 
of spaces and this is designed to be a youth event.
Cost: $100/person – covers travel, food, and festival costs. This event is being 
subsidized by the YAYA Ministries budget to allow access for everyone. If 
additional scholarships are needed, please contact Eric Travis, the Missioner for 
Youth and Young Adults at etravis@edomi.org.

Friday, Oct 11, 2019
•	 Everyone arrive at Trinity, Belleville by 8:30 a.m.
•	 We will travel by chartered bus
•	 Leave Trinity, Belleville at 9:00 a.m.
•	 Eat lunch along the way
•	 Travel to Christ Church, Alexandria, VA, our host church
•	 Have dinner
•	 Spend the night at Christ Church. You will need to bring sleeping bags
Saturday, Oct 12, 2019
•	 Breakfast at Christ Church
•	 Travel to Washington National Cathedral by chartered bus
•	 Acolyte Festival – Lunch included
•	 Spend time at Smithsonian Museum
•	 Back to Christ Church for dinner, activities and sleep
Sunday, Oct 13, 2019
•	 Breakfast at Christ Church
•	 Worship service at Christ Church, then leave
•	 Travel to Trinity, Belleville
•	 Eat lunch along the way
•	 Arrive at Trinity, Belleville around 7:00 p.m.

Episcopalooza
Saturday, September 7, 10:00 a.m.–
3:00 p.m., Christ Church, Dearborn
Join us for the Diocese’s annual free 
back-to-school event featuring food, 
games, bounce houses, obstacle 
courses and fun for all ages. 

http://www.stjames.rocks/summer
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Melissa Wojciechowski—248-644-4071
preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org
https://stjames-preschool.org/
Well, that’s a wrap! The 2018-2019 
school year is complete, graduation 
is over, and I have completed my 
first year as Director of the pre-
school. It has been a wonderfully 
successful school year. When organi-
zations go through big changes and 
transitions, it always seems to either 
make or break them. I am happy to 
announce that St. James Preschool  
is thriving! 
We currently have 85 children en-
rolled for the 2019-2020 school year. 
That is the highest enrollment the 
preschool has ever seen at this time 
of year. We are almost at capacity 
and all of our staff will be returning 
in the fall.
I am also excited to report that our 
before- and after-school programs 
are growing! Our Early Bird pro-
gram began in the fall of 2017. It 
offers child care for children from 
8:00-9:00 a.m. We began the Ex-
tended Day program this past fall. 
It offers additional child care for 
children from 2:00-5:30 p.m. and 
includes a nap time. Both programs 
started slow, but are growing every 
year. Our goal is to continue to pro-
vide a high quality preschool pro-
gram for children from 9am-2pm, 
but make ourselves more accessible 
to families with working parents. 
I want to thank the preschool 
families, church staff and parishio-
ners. It’s because of you that that 
my transition felt effortless and that 
St. James Preschool is continuing to 
blossom. Have a wonderful summer 
and I look forward to seeing you in 
the fall!
—Melissa

Year-end highlights Graduates who 
will head to kindergarten in the fall; 
Baby chicks! With a high hatch rate 
from 24 eggs, we were able to send 17 
chicks back to Bowers Farms; the 
ever-popular ABC luncheon, featuring 
foods beginning with (or shaped like) 
every letter of the alphabet; 4s and 
Kindergarten Readiness classes put on 
a brief program at the ABC luncheon.

mailto:preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org
https://stjames-preschool.org
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Diocesan Picnic  
Saturday, July 27, 11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Emrich Center, 
Brighton
Join Episcopalians from around the diocese at the 
annual Diocesan Picnic. Lots of fun for children of all 
ages at a great outdoor facility, with games, face paint-
ing, a petting zoo, and of course, lots of food! Make sure 
you find the room that St. James helped renovate as part 
of the Emrich Retreat Center’s ongoing improvements. 
Cost: $5/person; maximum $20/family.

Thank You from Peggy John
Many thanks to everyone involved in 
the planning, execution and those 
attending my retirement celebration. 
Centennial Hall sparkled with 
delicious foods, lovely centerpieces, 
cards, and gifts of flowers and 
chocolates. Having all my immediate 
family members put a cap on the 
affair.  Josh’s kind words plus each 
individual’s words of encouragement 
will be remembered for a long time. 
Thank you all.
—Peggy
Below: Peggy and her family at the 
June 15 party.

Peggy John Fund for Youth Formation
The vestry is delighted to announce that we have created a new fund within the 
St. James Parish Fund in order to honor the work that Peggy John has done to 
serve our congregation over the last 25 years. In her job as financial secretary and 
as a member of St. James, Peggy has always made sure that the youth had the 
resources needed for their continued growth and learning in faith. From pilgrim-
ages to diocesan programs to curriculum to flocking quite a few of her friends 
last fall, it has always been important to her that they experience the church as 
fully as possible. Now we can continue that support of our youth in her name.
The Peggy John Fund for Youth Formation will join our funds for Property, 
Outreach, and the Undesignated Fund as ways members can give to St. James 
perpetually. When we add to the Parish Fund, the money we give is invested 
and the proceeds then go to support the  ministry of the church, allowing not 
just the church today, but generations to come, to use the proceeds to continue 
God’s work in the world. In order to show their support for this new fund, the 
vestry will match the first $50,000 given.

VBS Photos—Who Is My Neighbor?
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Our Mission 
INVITE you to the table 
ILLUMINATE our spiritual journey
SHARE Christ’s love with the world

St. James Vestry
2017–2020

Ralph Castelli, Finance
Katie Haenggi, Outreach
Pam Landgraf, Jr. Warden
Will Yeats, Worship
2018-2021

Bill Booth
Julee Parker, Fellowship
Bill Ward, Property
Michele Wogaman, Sr. Warden
2019-2022

John Hoeffler, Personnel
Christina Lawson, Formation
Barrett Newgeon, Property
Ed Sutter, Pastoral Care

Intercessions
IMMEDIATE PRAYER LIST: 
Kiera; Penny; Claire; Nev Curtis; 
Lucy; Mary; Lisa; Natalie; 
Alonna; Noah Russell; Mildred 
Smith; Grace; Irene; Mark; 
Betty Hall; Bill; JoAnn; Mike 
Kostrzewski; Leslie Davlin; 
Katherine and Burton Bronson; 
Keith; Jerin and Micah; Elaine 
Parson; Madeline Garcia, Carol, 
Maryanna Kelly, Dave.
SUSTAINING PRAYER LIST: 
Steve; Michelle Wells; Richard 
Wells; Vince Cardinale; Bertha 
Pastor; Dot; Merle Goatley; 
Elsie Righter; Pat Semivan; John 
Womack; Joe Hardig; Barbara 
Livy; Jon Wickens; Rachel 
Heeren; David K.; the Joiner 
family; Pete; Elsie Overy; Tom 
Woodside; Margot, Althea.
SERVING IN THE MILITARY: 
Bret Anstett, Andrew and 
Michelle Crowe, Brian 
Hertenstein, Geoffrey 
Hertenstein, Theodore Moran, 
Jeff Schultz, Hugo Stange.
IN MEMORIAM: Catherine 
Righetti., Mickey Swart.

Mark your Calendar
Independence Day - Church Offices Closed
Thursday, July 4
Memorial Service for Kirsteen Reeve
Saturday, July 13, 2:00 p.m. 
Bring Your Flowers to the Sacristy
Saturday, July 20. See p. 3 for details.
God in the Movies
Thursdays, July 25, 6:30 p.m. in the 
Lounge. See p. 5 for details.
Diocesan Picnic
Saturday, July 27, 11:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.
Emrich Center, Brighton.
“Y’all Come” Choir 
Sunday, July 28, 9:15 a.m. 
Memorial Service for Bob Ketchum
Saturday, August 3, 11:00 a.m.
Mission:Possible Detroit
August 4-9
Dream Meeting 
Tuesday, August 6, 6:30 p.m. See p. 1 for 
more information.
Dedication of Columbarium Garden
Saturday, August 10, 11:00 a.m. with 
reception to follow.
Chris & Sara’s Wedding
Saturday, August 17, 11:00 a.m. See p. 5 
for details.

Honoring Bishop Wendell Gibbs and Karlah Gibbs
Celebration Dinners and Open House
Please feel free to attend which ever dinner event is most convenient for you. 
RSVP forms and details on each dinner will be available soon from the diocese.
•	St. John’s Episcopal Church, 574 S. Sheldon Road, Plymouth 
Saturday, October 5, 2019, 6:00 - 8:30 p.m.  
RSVP info coming soon. Hosted by Huron Valley and Trinity Deaneries
•	St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 309 S. Jackson St., Jackson 
Saturday, October 12, 2019, 6:00 - 8:30 p.m.  
RSVP info coming soon. Hosted by William Lyster and Capital Deaneries
•	Detroit Shipping Company, 474 Peterboro St, Detroit 
Saturday, October 19, 2019, 4:00 - 8:00 p.m.  
Open house - no reservations needed. Hosted by Detroit, Downriver, and 
McGehee Deaneries

Retirement Celebration and Holy Eucharist 
Saturday, November 9, 11:00 a.m., St. Mary Magdalen Roman Catholic Church, 
2201 South Old U.S. 23 Highway, Brighton
The entire diocesan household is invited to join with the Gibbs Family and friends 
from around the church for this festive occasion. A reception will follow the service. 
Bishop Gibbs and Karlah have asked that in lieu of gifts, that you consider donating to 
the Wendell and Karlah Gibbs Youth & Young Adult Legacy Fund. 

God in the Movies
Thursdays, August 22, 6:30 p.m. in the 
Lounge. See p. 2 for details. 
Mass on the Grass
Sunday, August 25, 10:00 a.m., Beverly Park
Join us for our casual outdoor service at 
the pavilion in Beverly Park followed by 
a picnic lunch. There will be the usual 
8:00 a.m. service at the Church as well.
Labor Day - Church Offices Closed
Monday, September 2
Episcopalooza
Saturday, September 7, 10:00 a.m.–3:00 
p.m., Christ Church, Dearborn. See p. 5 
for details.
Rally Sunday
Sunday, September 8
A Day To Give Back
Saturday, September 28
National Acolyte Festival
Friday, October 11–Sunday, October 13
National Cathedral, Washington, DC
See p. 5 for details.
Diocesan Convention
Friday, October 25 - Saturday,  
October 26, Suburban Collection Dia-
mond Center, Novi


