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As I write this, the first day of sum-
mer is nearly here. My kids have 
quickly adapted to sleeping in. It 
doesn’t seem that long ago, but it was 
in March that the Vestry had our 
retreat at the Colombiere conference 
center in Clarkston. The two-day 
retreat was a wonderful time to get to 
know each other and talk about St. 
James and plan for its future. After 
identifying over 20 goals, we nar-
rowed it down to 5 that weekend:
1. Conduct an Engineering Study 

of our facilities - There are repairs 
that if we don’t make in the short 
term, it will cost us even more in 
the future. We will be evaluat-
ing what those costs are for the 
next 15 years. The outcome of the 
engineering study will most likely 
result in a capital campaign. 

2. Long term vision for St. James 
– We plan to share this with the 
congregation at the 2019 Annual 
Parish meeting. It will include the 
results from the engineering study 
and identification of a multi-year 
focus for ministry.

3. Create and implement a program 
to visit those not able to attend 
St. James – Eucharistic Visitors 
have already been trained and will 
be paired up with shut-ins based 
on the list from our Keeping in 
Touch group.

4. Maintain and coordinate ride 
program for those who can’t drive 
themselves.

5. Continue participation in Community events – One of our greatest assets 
is our location downtown. We are looking at new ways to partner or par-
ticipate with our community, even as we continue to be involved in things 
like the Hometown Parade, Yarn Bombing, Breakfast with Santa, and the 
WinterMarkt.

As all of you heard in our last annual meeting, we are still spending more than 
we are bringing in. The Parish Fund is currently paying for the difference, but 
that can’t last forever.  I am pleased to say that the Vestry has a plan to balance 
the St. James budget without impacting our programs. 
Over the next few years, there are expected retirements from our staff. To be 
clear, there won’t be any forced retirements. Any retirements from our staff will 
be made by that individual when they are ready. When the time comes for these 
retirements, the new staff will likely be hired as part time and we will rearrange 
responsibilities and duties to the current staff. These changes will allow us to 
keep as many of our current programs as possible and balance the budget. 
This September, we are planning another Day to Give Back. We will take from 
what we learned last year to improve and make it even better this year. I would 
encourage all of you to participate in this event. We are planning it for Septem-
ber 22, and our projects and speakers will address food insecurity.
One last item, please remember to wear your name tag at church. I have noticed 
that several people have stopped wearing them compared to just a few years ago 
(my self included). It’s an invitation to talk – and knowing each other’s names 
makes fellowship more personal. 
— John Everett

From the Senior Warden
JOHN EVERETT 
johnreverett@gmail.com

St. James Youth at General Convention
Three St. James youth, along with 
Fr. Josh and Pastor Chris, are join-
ing a diocesan youth contingency to 
experience the General Convention 
of the Episcopal Church, July 5-10 
in Austin, TX. Not only will they 
witness the proceedings and meet 
other youth from across the nation, 
they will be giving out all those Flat 
Jesi you helped cut out! Please keep 
them in your prayers as they travel. 
Pictured, left to right: William Hoover, 
Fr. Josh Hoover, Pastor Chris Gannon, 
Samantha Tousignant, Rachel Cryberg. 

mailto:johnreverett@gmail.com
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The Reverend Joshua A. Hoover,  
Rector
St. James Episcopal Church
355 West Maple Road 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
www.stjamesbirmingham.org
Phone    248.644.0820

The Spirit is a monthly newsletter 
published for members and friends 
of St. James. We are always looking 
for photographs of church events! 
The deadline for submission is the 
15th of each month for the following 
month’s issue. Please email articles 
and/or photos to: churchoffice@
stjamesbirmingham.org or call the 
Parish Administrator.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays 8 and 10 a.m. 
Wednesdays 7 a.m.  
CHURCH OFFICE SUMMER HOURS
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
PASTORAL CARE
For pastoral emergencies, please 
contact Fr. Josh Hoover at 810. 
620.5402
SUNDAYS
8 a.m.          Eucharist (Church)
10 a.m.        Eucharist (Church)
10:10 a.m.   Church School (Pre-K  
                    through 5th grades)
TUESDAYS
7 p.m.          Toastmasters (2nd, 4th)
7:30 p.m.     AA
WEDNESDAYS  
7 a.m.          Eucharist (Chapel)
7:30 a.m.     Fellowship & Coffee 
7:30 p.m.     MA    
THURSDAYS 
12 p.m.        AA
SATURDAYS 
9 a.m.          Knitting (Lounge)

Two-Minute Theology
General Convention
Every three years the Episcopal Church meets in one of the largest legislative 
bodies in the world to make decisions about doctrine and discipline, funding 
of programs, and official stance on any number of issues. Meanwhile, there will 
be wonderful worship, deep discussions, and opportunities to learn about the 
ministries of others, look for swag, and go shopping in the exhibit hall. 
What is it? General Convention is the only body that can truly speak for the 
Episcopal Church. If something is not passed by convention, then Episcopa-
lians can say it, but the church doesn’t.
Where is it? This year, General Convention will be held in Austin, TX.
How does it work? Much like congress, legislation comes from a variety of 
places, goes through the most relevant committee, then must be passed by both 
the House of Deputies and the House of Bishops in the exact same language.
Who will be there? Every ordained bishop of the church, active and retired, sits 
in the House of Bishops. The House of Deputies is made up of four elected 
clergy and four elected laity from every diocese in the Episcopal Church. In 
addition there is an official youth presence, press, seminary representatives, and 
guests of all kinds. This year, Rachel Cryberg, William Hoover, and Samantha 
Tousignant are attending with youth from the Diocese of Michigan, and Pastor 
Chris and Fr. Josh will be there as chaperones.
But what will actually happen? The truth is that nobody actually knows. By far 
the hottest topic coming in to convention is the possibility of a new Book of 
Common Prayer. Even if convention chooses to move forward on this, there 
will be at least nine more years, and three more conventions before one comes 
into being. In between saying yes and no, there are a number of possibilities 
that include more study, alternative liturgies, and all kinds of creative ideas.
Other things that will be discussed include: Continued plans for Racial Recon-
ciliation, Evangelism, Church Plants, Changes to calendar of Saints, Creation 
Care, Stewardship, Ecumenical and Interfaith Dialogues, Stances on Social Jus-
tice issues, and, finally, how to pay for all the things that we think are important 
to do as a church.
And why would you want to go? There is nothing quite like being at General 
Convention. You are exposed to some of the best preaching, thinking, and 
work that is happening in the church. You get to hear from people with diverse 
ministries, who are incredibly passionate about the good things they are doing. 
It is also deeply inspiring to see so many fellow members of our church come 
together to support and argue with one another. Those of us going from St. 
James are also looking forward to passing out the 1000 Flat Jesi that so many of 
you helped us prepare.
What comes next? Some decisions of General Convention will go into immedi-
ate effect, while others may not be noticed on the congregational level for years 
to come. Expect a report in the September Spirit and eyewitness accounts from 
some of those who attended at the first Adult Forum in September.
Finally, please keep us in your prayers as we journey to Austin, and the conven-
tion in your prayers as deputies seek together to create the structure we need to 
serve God’s people and build up God’s kingdom.

www.stjamesbirmingham.org
mailto:churchoffice@stjamesbirmingham.org
mailto:churchoffice@stjamesbirmingham.org
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Music Notes
GLENN BURDETTE
music@stjamesbirmingham.org
Thank you to all of our St. James senior 
choir, choristers, and St. James Ringers for 
an incredible amount of hard work over 
the 2017-2018 choral season. They will all 
be back after Labor Day.  An especially 
big thank you goes to Sharon Frost, who 
is retiring from our bell choir after many 
years of dedicated ringing. But I hope we 
see her as a substitute from time to time!
During this summer, several of our own 
talented members and some guests will 
provide music for the Sunday services, 
and I am grateful to those who have 
already done so: the trio of Michaela, 
Adeline, and Gabriel Hennebury played magnificently together in a Debussy piece; Gabe played Bruch’s “Kol Nidrei,” on 
June 17; and Chuck Furchak sang beautifully on June 24. There will be more to come! — Glenn

Financial Update
This is a summary of our financials through May, 2018. More details are avail-
able on the blue and green sheets in Centennial Hall. Please feel free to talk to 
vestry, Peggy John or Fr. Josh if you have any questions.
   Actual  Budgeted Difference
April Income  $   28,279    $   21,480 $   6,799
YTD Income  $ 287,739 $ 271,447 $ 16,292
YTD Expenses  $ 319,369 $ 323,200 $  -3,831
YTD Total vs Budget      $ 20,123
Transfer Amount from Parish Fund to date: $ 45,381   
Budgeted Transfer for Year: $ 174,360 
5% of Parish Fund (goal number for transfers): $155,017

Online Survey from the Bishop Search Committee
Due by July 14  – Paper copies available and due by July 10
Below is an important message from the Search Committee. It is important 
that you fill it out so they hear from all around the diocese about what we 
believe we need to see in our new bishop. Feel free to contact Fr. Josh or the 
office with any questions. 

The Bishop Search and Nomination Committee for the Diocese of Michi-
gan invites you to take a brief survey about your hopes and aspirations for 
the diocese. We expect the survey to take about 20 minutes to complete. 
The results from this survey will help us represent our diocese accurately to 
those who will read our diocesan profile and prayerfully discern whether 
they wish to apply to become our next bishop. Please follow this link 
https://mibishopsearch.formstack.com/forms/survey to take the survey 
online. If you do not have internet access, please ask your clergy person or 
parish administrator for a paper version of the survey, complete it, and 
return it to them so that they can enter the data for you. The deadline for 
receiving survey responses is July 14.

Please return paper surveys to the church office by July 10 so Elaine has time 
to  input your responses on the survey website.

St. James Ringers on their last Sunday of the season. L to R:  Betty Hall, Margo Campbell, 
Margaret Moran,  Jane Barnes, Gillian Catchpole, Jere Green,  Anne Whitelaw, Pam Righter. 
Not pictured: Lauri and Murray Christiansen, Christina Lawson, Sharon Frost, Susan 
McDonald.

Formation and  
Discernment
At St. James we work hard to offer many 
opportunities to deepen our relationship 
with God and each other and to ask 
questions about how God is calling us to 
live out our discipleship. However, we 
don’t always have the resources needed 
for someone who wants to put serious 
intentional time into asking questions 
about where they are in their faith walk 
and what steps may come next. One of 
the purposes of the diocesan Whitaker 
Institute is to be a place for people to dig 
deeper than a congregation has the 
support or resources to provide. This fall, 
Whitaker will again be offering the 
course, Exploring Your Spiritual Journey 
(EYSJ).
EYSJ lasts the entire school year and 
helps people ask deep theological ques-
tions about their lives in a supportive 
community who are asking questions of 
their own. While this course is required 
for those seeking ordination, it is meant 
for anyone who wants a better idea of 
where God is calling them. To learn more 
contact Vicki Hess, director of the 
Whitaker Institute, at (313) 833 4423. 
You can fill out an application for the 
program here: https://www.edomi.org/
wp-content/uploads/2018/06/EYSJ-
Application2.pdf

mailto:music@stjamesbirmingham.org
https://mibishopsearch.formstack.com/forms/survey
https://www.edomi.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/EYSJ-Application2.pdf
https://www.edomi.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/EYSJ-Application2.pdf
https://www.edomi.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/EYSJ-Application2.pdf
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From the Associate for 
Formation and Outreach
CHRIS GANNON 
chris@stjamesbirmingham.org
Bubble Tea Thursdays
August 2, 16, 23, and 30th 
During the month of August, youth 
(and adults) are invited to join Pastor 
Chris and Fr. Josh for some fun and 
thought-provoking conversations  
over Bubble Tea at Detroit Bubble 
Tea in Ferndale on Thursday after-
noons at 3:30 p.m. We’ll meet at the 
church at 3:00 p.m. to carpool down 
and return to the church around 5:00 
p.m. Please let us know if you will be 
joining us! Please note we will not meet 
on August 9th, as Pastor Chris will be 
with youth at Mission:Possible.

Flat Jesus
Do you sometimes wish that Jesus 
was right there beside you as you 
navigated through your day?  While 
Jesus said that he will be with us 
always, many of us would appreciate 
a more constant or visible presence 
in our midst.  That’s where Flat Jesus 
comes in.
This visible expression of your faith is 
a great springboard for conversations 
with your friends and family: “What 
might Jesus think of the fudge here 
at Mackinac…the sunset over the 
lake…the people we encountered 
today?” Take Flat Jesus with you into 
the community, on vacation up north, 
to the Tigers game, to the swim club 
(don’t worry, he is laminated – but 
don’t try to recreate the ‘walking on 
water’ scene, it might end badly); 
and take a picture with him. By the 
way, Flat Jesus has never made it to 
the Dream Cruise – maybe this is 
the year! Upload your pictures to our 
Facebook page.  Let us know what 
Jesus is up to with your family.  

Check out the Adventures of Flat Jesus
Wondering where Flat Jesus has been 
this summer? Check out his new 
website:
www.whereintheworldisflatjesus.com

S.O.S. End Homelessness Now 5k/10k
Sunday, August 5
For the second year, members of St. James will be running in the End Home-
lessness Now 5k/10k. This is one of the biggest fundraisers of the year for 
South Oakland Shelter. St. James has long partnered with SOS to host families 
and individuals at First Baptist as a part of the moving shelter. But SOS does 
more than organizing the shelter. They also provide food and other supplies for 
those in need, and help in providing longer term housing and employment. 
Fundraisers and sponsors help make these programs effective in their help for 
some of the poorest people in our county.
That is why we are supporting this great fun run. We would love to have an 
entire team of runners join our group. You can sign up here: https://my.southo-
aklandshelter.org/run/Account/Register then join the group, St. James Runners.
If you aren’t a runner, or aren’t available that day, you can still support our team 
by giving at St. James throughout the month of July or by going to this link 
and giving online: https://my.southoaklandshelter.org/run/Donate Select the 
donate to a team button, and then select St. James Runners before filling out 
the rest of the form. Thank you for your support of this great program. 
Mission Possible: Detroit
Sunday, August 5th to Friday, August 10th
A mission experience for youth and young adults age 12 and up. Participants 
can choose one of two ways to participate:
1. A student may stay for the entire week, including overnights. Cost: $150.
2. The other is for a parent/adult and student to attend 1, 2, or 3 days as com-
muter participants. The cost for both to attend is $25/day for the pair. If the day 
option is chosen, a parent/adult must drive the student to and from the mission 
site and stay with the group the entire time. We will typically be at the worksite 
from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. Details about the location will be sent out to the 
parent/adult.
We will be staying at Christ Church, Detroit for the week and joining Rippling 
Hope in Northwest Detroit to engage in economic recovery work that includes 
home improvement measures and blight reduction activities. Fun, food and 
adventure will be in great supply for everyone. Contact Pastor Chris for more 
info. Follow this link to visit the secure registration site:  
https://edomiforms.formstack.com/forms/mpd2017
Mass on the Grass 
Sunday, August 26th at 10:00 a.m. at Beverly Park
Join us for our casual outdoor service at the pavilion in Beverly Park followed 
by a picnic lunch.  Don’t miss it! Sign up in Centennial Hall for the picnic 
lunch. Outdoor church not your cup of tea? There will be the usual 8:00 a.m. 
service at the church as well. 
End-of-Summer Youth Celebration 
Sunday, August 26th at Noon at the home of Claire Righter 
The youth and their families are invited to spend the afternoon poolside at the 
Righter home. Join us as we share our adventures from the summer and look 
forward to an amazing new program year at St. James! 
Godspeed to Martina!
Since last September, Martina Trudu has been faithfully attending church and 
GAP as the Gable Family’s exchange student. We have been blessed by her 
smile and laughter, her questions and insight into our part of the world. She 
volunteered for VBS and then packed up to head back to her home in Italy. We 
miss her already! 
     Formation and Outreach Continued on p. 7

mailto:chris@stjamesbirmingham.org
www.whereintheworldisflatjesus.com
https://my.southoaklandshelter.org/run/Account/Register
https://my.southoaklandshelter.org/run/Account/Register
https://my.southoaklandshelter.org/run/Donate
https://edomiforms.formstack.com/forms/mpd2017
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Peace Lab 2018
Blessed are the peacemakers for they 
will be called children of God!
We had an amazing week at St. David’s 
for VBS this year. Over 50 youth and 
adults came together to discover ways 
we can promote peace and work as 
peacemakers. Fr. Josh and Pastor Chris 
would like to thank our incredible 
volunteers: Nan Cowan, Rachel Cry-
berg, Jessica Gable, Mark Gable, Allie 
Hoover, Julia Hoover, William Hoover, 
Angie Righter, Claire Righter, Daniel 
Righter, Logan Scott, Sara Scott, 
Samantha Tousignant, Martina Trudu, 
and Lois Yeats. 
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St. James Preschool
Melissa Wojciechowski—248.644.4071
preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org
Hello all! I am excited to be writing 
my first Spirit article. It was bitter-
sweet to say goodbye to Shar after 
her decades of service to the pre-
school. We have her to thank for its 
success and I hope to help it thrive 
for years to come. I wish her many 
blessings in retirement.
I am happy to report that we al-
ready have 68 children enrolled for 
the 2018-2019 school year. That is 
higher than average for the begin-
ning of the summer and ensures that 
all of our teachers will be returning 
in the fall. 
For those of you who don’t know, 
we have spent time over the spring 
rebranding the preschool with a 

Preschool Graduation 
The St. James Preschool Class of 2018  
is all set for kindergarten! After a nice 
summer break, of course. 

ABC Luncheon At the annual ABC 
Luncheon, Preschool families 
brought in goodies beginning with 
or shaped like each letter of the 
alphabet. Pass the quinoa!

new logo (above) and website. Nan 
Cowan designed our new logo, 
choosing blue and orange as the 
main colors and incorporating the 
St. James shell. We have used the 
logo on our new brochures, busi-
ness cards, and even t-shirts for the 
teachers, children, and parents. Su-
san Kelly gave us a helping hand in 
what content we needed to include 
in our new website and who would 
help us to design it. I am happy to 

report that our website is up and 
running! Visit us online at https://
stjames-preschool.org/.
This year, St. James Preschool is 
a sponsor of the summer concert 
series at Shain Park. Every Wednes-
day from now until August 15th, 
there will be a concert taking place 
at 7pm (no concert on July 4th). 
There will also be two special 12pm 
performances throughout the sum-
mer. I will be behind a table on the 
sidewalk closest to Henrietta St. 
handing out brochures, bracelets 
with the preschool name and phone 
number, and activities to keep the 
children busy. Please stop by and 
say hi. 
Have a wonderful summer and I 
will see you in the fall!
— Melissa

mailto:preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org
https://stjames-preschool.org
https://stjames-preschool.org


7July/August 2018

Best Wishes, Miss Shar and Miss Peg!
On June 9, the St. James Preschool and Church communities expressed 
gratitude to Shar Wickens and Peg Woodside for many years of devoted 
service to the Preschool. As a special surprise, past Preschool families from 

throughout Shar’s tenure as 
director were invited. Friends and 
family filled Centennial Hall 
throughout the afternoon. 
In addition, many of you gener-
ously gave to the retirement 
purses for Peg and Shar. We hope 
that these gifts, reunions, and the 
joyous celebration will be the 
beginning of a long, happy 
retirement for both Shar and Peg!.

Preschool Trike-A-Thon On June 6, St. James preschoolers rode their bikes and 
trikes in Shain Park to raise money for St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital. All togeth-
er, these kids raised about $400, while enjoying a fun morning in the park!

Formation and Outreach 
Continued from p. 4
Summer Church School
There’s still an opportunity to help 
in our “one-room” church school 
for the summer. Pastor Chris will 
lead our youth in the day’s scripture; 
we’ll share prayers, sing our favor-
ite songs, and get creative!  But we 
need your help!
Would you consider signing up 
for one of the Sundays to assist? 
Pastor Chris will contact you on 
the Monday before you are sched-
uled and email you the lesson plan 
for that Sunday. You won’t need to 
prepare anything...just show up, 
hang out with cool youth, and learn 
something new! How awesome is 
that? Contact Pastor Chris (chris@
stjamesbirmingham.org or call 
248.644.0820) to tell her that you 
are on board!
School Supplies
Did you know that the average 
family with children in grades K-12 
plans to spend over $600 on elec-
tronics, apparel and other school 
needs this year? For many families 
this is a financial hardship.
With that in mind St. James is ask-
ing our parishioners to gather new 
school supplies to be donated to 
children heading back to school this 
September. The Back to School sales 
seem to begin earlier each year so as 
you shop, could you purchase one or 
two of these items below to give to 
a family in need? 
•	 Box of #2 Pencils   
•	 Pencil Case
•	 Box of 24 Crayons 
•	 Box of 12 Colored Pencils  
•	 Glue Sticks  
•	 Box of Tissues  
•	 Pink Eraser  
•	 Pair of Fiskar Scissors   
•	 Box of Broad Tip Markers 
•	 Pocket Folders  
•	 Wide Ruled Spiral Bound Notebooks
Collection baskets are in Centennial 
Hall and the Narthex. Supplies will 
be donated to two schools: Green-
field Union Elementary School in 
Detroit  and Caniff Liberty Acad-
emy in Hamtramck. Questions? 
Contact Pastor Chris.

mailto:chris@stjamesbirmingham.org
mailto:chris@stjamesbirmingham.org
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Our Mission 
INVITE you to the table 
ILLUMINATE our spiritual journey
SHARE Christ’s love with the world

St. James Vestry 
2016–2019
Marty Bones
Lauri Christianson
John Everett
Daniel Righter

2017–2020
Ralph Castelli
Katie Haenggi
Pam Landgraf
Emily Johnson

2018-2021
Bill Booth
Julee Parker
Bill Ward
Michele Wogaman

Intercessions
IMMEDIATE PRAYER LIST: Kiera, Ella, David K., Penny, Shirley, David, Mark 
Principe, Pat Smith, Claire, Kathy, Jim, Nev Curtis, Lucy, Althea, Mary, Tom 
Woodside, Lisa, John, Susan, Steve, Elaine Dobson.
SUSTAINING PRAYER LIST: Steve, Michelle Wells, Richard Wells, Jeannine, 
Ted, Trevor Sullivan, Engel Metaj, Vince Cardinale, Bertha Pastor, Dot, Dave, 
Truman, Logan Moralez, Merle Goatley, Elsie Righter, the Jensen family, 
Anne, James Olson and family, James, Pat Semivan, Benjamin Ziogas, Eula 
Fyke, James, George Stannis, Joe Hardig, George, John and Sue Womack, 
Barbara Livy, Elsie Overy, Jon Wickens, Meghan Baxter, Tommy, Rachel 
Heeren
SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Bret Anstett, Andrew and Michelle Crowe, 
Brian Hertenstein, Geoffrey Hertenstein, Theodore Moran, Jeff Schultz, Hugo 
Stange. 
IN MEMORIAM: Maritza Ramos, James Haidle

Mark your Calendar
YAYA (Youth and Young Adults)  
at General Convention 
July 5 - 10, Austin, TX  
See p. 4 for details.
Diocesan Picnic
July 21, Emrich Center

Fifth Sunday Outreach
July 29 following the 10:00 a.m. service

Bubble Tea Thursday
August 2, 3:00-5:00 p.m.
Join Pastor Chris at 3:30 p.m. at 
Detroit Bubble Tea in Ferndale. 
We’ll be carpooling from the 
church, leaving at 3:00 p.m. and 
returning at 5:00 p.m.
S.O.S. End Homelessness Now 5k/10k
Sunday, August 5
See p. 4 for details.
Mission: Possible Detroit  
August 5-10  See p. 4 for details.
Bubble Tea Thursday
August 16, 3:00-5:00 p.m.Carpool leaves 
St. James at 3:00 p.m.

Bubble Tea Thursday
August 23 – Carpool leaves St. James at 
3:00 p.m.
Mass on the Grass 
Sunday, August 26th at 10:00 a.m. at 
Beverly Park
Sign up in Centennial Hall if you 
will be staying for the picnic.
End-of-Summer Youth Celebration 
Sunday, August 26th at Noon at the home 
of Claire Righter 
The youth and their families are 
invited to spend the afternoon 
poolside at the Righter home. Join 
us as we share our adventures from 
the summer and look forward to an 
amazing new program year at St. 
James! 
Bubble Tea Thursday
August 30, 3:00-5:00 p.m. Carpool leaves 
St. James at 3:00 p.m.

How Can You Help St. James?
Our church is a volunteer organization. We have some wonderful staff who do 
a lot to serve the members of the church, but without the work of so many 
great people, St. James would be a shadow of itself. Right now we have many 
parts of the church making plans for the coming program year. Plans for the 
property, for worship and formation, for stewardship and personnel, and about 
how to care for this place and its members long into the future are all underway.
Those plans will need people to help them come to fruition. All of the groups 
above will be looking for new members this fall, or even earlier. I encourage you 
to think about how you might want to offer your gifts to serve God in this 
place, now, before we come calling. If we are to make St. James into a vision of 
God’s kingdom, it will take the work of all of us, together.

Peace Lab 2018
Vacation Bible School a success!
Read all about it and enjoy more 
photos on page 5.

p.m.Carpool

