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Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 
wowed the world last month when he 
preached at the royal wedding. While 
I am encouraged by his words, I am 
largely discouraged by the national 
reaction to them. Again and again, I 
hear people saying things like, ‘there 
are Christians who believe this?’ or 
‘This isn’t the church that I’ve heard 
about.’ Michael Curry quoted an old 
spiritual, a Jesuit theologian from 100 
years ago, Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., and a half dozen different parts of 
scripture. While most of these were 
unusual sources for someone speak-
ing in England, none of them were in 
any way controversial. So why were 
so many people surprised to hear the 
Presiding Bishop speak about God’s 
love?
The only conclusion that I’ve been 
able to come up with is that we have 
failed our neighbors. We have allowed 
the dominant message about the faith 
of Christians in our country to come 
from strident and extreme voices. 
When most Americans who are not 
members of churches themselves hear 
something from a Christian perspec-
tive, it is coming from what is deemed 
newsworthy. Usually these are voices 
who cry in judgment, condemnation, 
and even hate toward people based on 
their narrow reading of some small 
part of the Bible.
What our fellow country people are 
not hearing is the love that God has 
for them, the offer of redemptive 
healing and even adoption into God’s 
family. They are not hearing how 
Christians around the country are 

stepping up to love their neighbors by feeding the hungry, housing the homeless 
and refugee, by visiting prisoners and the sick, and by telling everyone, no matter 
their past, that they are beloved children of God who are worthy of dignity and 
respect.
In his own piece about the wedding, Dan Rather described the sermon this way: 

“It was a jolting surprise amidst the pomp and pageantry. The words were a 
balm for our troubled times, an unapologetic plea for the inclusive power of 
love… This was about not just romantic love (as befitting a wedding address), 
but the love of empathy and decency that seems so missing today from many 
on the world stage, particularly the political leadership of the United States. 
In its ringing rhetoric and passionate delivery, I could hear the echoes of the 
currents of faith that helped power the civil rights movement. It is a vision 
of religion as a force for social good. And it was beauty to behold. Despite 
the darkness, there are so many who refuse to give up the light of goodness. 
Bishop Curry has long been a voice for progressive inclusion, religious and 
otherwise. That he used the pulpit yesterday to share this good news with the 
world is a reason for hope. And that he was chosen for that role is hopefully a 
sign of more to come. I wish them a long and happy life together.”

Not only Bishop Curry, but Episcopalians, and mainline and progressive Chris-
tians of all kinds of names have been these voices. It is our responsibility to pro-
claim it louder, to find our way into the public dialogue and share our belief in a 
God of love – a God who not only loves us, but calls us to love one another. It is a 
part of our Baptismal promise to spread this good news, and this, indeed, is good 
news. May we not stand idly by, but make our names heard as disciples of the 
God of love, and those working to reconcile all people to God and one another.
Faithfully, 
Josh

From the Rector
JOSH HOOVER 
josh@stjamesbirmingham.org

Retirement Party for Shar Wickens and Peg Woodside
Open House in Centennial Hall  
June 9, 1:00-5:00pm 
After 50 years of combined 
service, Shar Wickens, our 
Preschool Director, and Peg 
Woodside, the lead teacher of  
our Kindergarten Readiness 
program, will be retiring at the 
end of the school year. To show 
our appreciation, we are throwing  
a party from 1:00 to 5:00pm on 
Saturday, June 9. We encourage 

you to stop by and thank them for their long careers loving our children and 
caring for our families. 
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The Reverend Joshua A. Hoover,  
Rector
St. James Episcopal Church
355 West Maple Road 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
www.stjamesbirmingham.org
Phone    248.644.0820

The Spirit is a monthly newsletter 
published for members and friends 
of St. James. We are always looking 
for photographs of church events! 
The deadline for submission is the 
15th of each month for the following 
month’s issue. Please email articles 
and/or photos to: churchoffice@
stjamesbirmingham.org or call the 
Parish Administrator.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays 8 and 10 a.m. 
Wednesdays 7 a.m.  
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
PASTORAL CARE
For pastoral emergencies, please 
contact Fr. Josh Hoover at 810. 
620.5402
SUNDAYS
8 a.m.          Eucharist (Church)
9 a.m.          Educational          
                    Opportunities
10 a.m.        Eucharist (Church)
10:10 a.m.   Church School (Pre-K  
                    through 5th grades)
TUESDAYS
7 p.m.          Toastmasters (2nd, 4th)
7:30 p.m.     AA
WEDNESDAYS  
7 a.m.          Eucharist (Chapel)
7:30 a.m.     Fellowship & Coffee 
12 p.m.        Bible Study (Lounge)
7:30 p.m.     MA    
THURSDAYS 
12 p.m.        AA
SATURDAYS 
9 a.m.          Knitting (Lounge)

Two-Minute Theology
Bishop Election
As most of you are now aware, the Rt. Rev. Wendell Gibbs has announced that 
he is resigning as bishop of the Diocese of Michigan at the end of 2019. He 
will have served us as bishop for over 19 years by the time he steps down. Some 
of us can’t remember a time when Bishop Gibbs was not our bishop. There-
fore, many of us may be unsure about what happens next. Here are some of the 
things to expect over the next year.
Search Committee – The Standing Committee of the diocese (a little like a ves-
try) met this spring and received nominations for people to serve on the search 
committee. This group was chosen to represent the diocese in as much of its 
diversity as they could. They are from different geographic areas, younger and 
older, different races, lay and ordained, and have a variety of theological and po-
litical leanings. It will be their job to advertise our diocese to the church at large 
and then, after completing background checks, narrow applicants to a slate of 
viable candidates to present to the electing convention.
Building a Diocesan Profile – Just as a congregation looking for a new priest needs 
to first think about who they are and want to become, so a diocese needs to do 
the same. The Search Committee is in the midst of a series of listening conver-
sations, trying to hear from all parts of the diocese some of what we believe we 
need in a future leader. The final one of these is a virtual one on Monday night, 
June 4. See the article directly below this one for details. Once these are com-
plete, the Search Committee will use what they have learned to make a profile 
of our diocese to share with candidates.
Nominations – Sometime in the not too distant future, the Search Committee 
will be receiving names as possible bishop candidates. These can come from 
people interested in the position or as a recommendation. Once names are 
received, they will be asked to answer a series of questions and narrowed down 
to a small group (Usually 3 – 6 candidates).
Walkabout – Once the Search Committee has narrowed the field of candidates, 
they will come to the diocese for a visit. This is an opportunity for us and them 
to discern who God is calling to serve as our next bishop. You can expect that 
in the late winter or spring of next year there will be multiple opportunities 
around the diocese to meet and be in conversation with the candidates.
Election – June of next year is the scheduled date for the election of the new 
bishop. This is a diocesan convention, and therefore, all clergy and diocesan 
delegates have the right to vote. We will be electing delegates in January at our 
annual meeting.
Consecration – At this point the consecration of our new bishop is scheduled for 
January of 2020. This is a wonderful service that I will highly encourage you to 
attend.

Remaining Bishop Transition Listening Sessions
Saturday, June 2 – 9-11:30 a.m. at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Detroit. This is the last 
regular session, and will include a breakout session for Youth and Young Adults. 
Monday, June 4 – 7-9:30 p.m. This is a virtual (online) session. Participants will 
connect through a free application called Zoom. The link to join (and download 
your free copy of Zoom) is: https://zoom.us/j/534916920. 
In either case, registration is recommended, though not required. Register at: 
bit.ly/BishopListening 

www.stjamesbirmingham.org
mailto:churchoffice@stjamesbirmingham.org
mailto:churchoffice@stjamesbirmingham.org
https://zoom.us/j/534916920
bit.ly/BishopListening
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Music Notes
GLENN BURDETTE
music@stjamesbirmingham.org
Thank you to the St. James Choir 
for a superb presentation of Vivaldi’s 
Gloria, Purcell’s “Rejoice in the Lord 
Always,” and other Baroque works 
in their concert with the Michigan 
Sinfonietta on April 29, and in fact 
for all of their hard work over the past 
year. They will sing evensong at 4 p.m. 
on Sunday, June 10, and then will be 
on a well-deserved holiday until after 
Labor Day. Our St. James Ringers 
will provide the prelude on June 10 
and then go on summer break as well.
Our choristers have also had a great 
year, especially in portraying the story 
of Noah, his frequently cited ark, and 
ensuing rainbow, in A Technicolor 
Promise on May 13. [Personal note: 
hula hooping is great aerobic exer-
cise!] In the manner of those expen-
sive Hollywood productions, there 
were as many or more people in the 
wings, orchestra pit, or elsewhere 
without whom it could never have 
happened: in our case, our addi-
tional “animals”; parents; musicians 

Steve Wogaman, Dave Bostwick, and 
Samantha Tousignant; and directors 
Sara Carlson, Father Josh, and Pastor 
Chris. Thanks to all of them. Choris-
ters will sing again on Sunday, June 
10; but before that, on June 3 we’ll 
visit the Village Fair after rehearsal.
Sara Carlson and Chris Peters sang 
beautifully for the rest of the service 
on May 13 (after the musical), and  

Vestry Update
At their May meeting, the vestry:
• Talked about places where we have witnessed God at work in the world
• Received recommendations from the Property Committee and approved an 
engineering study to give us the cost and timetable for future projects
• Received a report on progress toward a regular Eucharistic Visitor program
• Talked about importance of Planned Giving for the future of the church
• Received a report on changes to Preschool operations
• Made initial plans for A Day to Give Back 2018

Financial Update
This is a summary of our financials updated through the end of April. Please 
feel free to talk to a vestry member,  Peggy John, or Fr. Josh if you have any 
questions.
   Actual  Budgeted Difference
April Income  $  31,648    $ 57,578 $ -25,930
YTD Income  $ 256,892 $ 246,008 $ 10,883
YTD Expenses  $ 259,632 $ 261,767 $-2,136 
YTD Total vs Budget      $ 13,020
Transfer Amount from Parish Fund to date: $ 45,381   
Budgeted Transfer for Year: $ 174,360 
5% of Parish Fund (goal number for transfers): $155,017

On May 13, the Junior Choir, with 
help from lots of other youth, put  
on the musical, “A Technicolor 
Promise” to great acclaim from the 
congregation. Many parishioners 
called it the best youth production 
they’ve seen at St. James! Congratu-
lations to all for a job well done.

Above, left: Noah’s wife ( Julia Hoover) 
looks over Noah’s (Luke Hennebury) blue 
yellow print for the VW   Yellow Submarine  
ARK. It’s an ark, folks. Built to God’s 
specifications.
Left: The cast reprises the theme, “Colors 
of the Rainbow,” under the virtual glow of 
the rainbow—God’s coloful promise  set in 
the sky  unfurled by the acolytes.

Sophia Sutter did a wonderful job 
on a Vivaldi violin concerto on May 
20. Keep up the great work, Sophia!
I know we have many talented 
people like them in our congrega-
tion, many heretofore hiding their 
talents under various bushels. Be 
not such! Instead let me know if you 
would like to sing or play something 
in church this summer, or after. All 
of our choirs, singing and ringing, 
are ready to welcome new members 
at any time. Please think about it 
over the summer and join us in 
September.
Finally, on Friday, June 15 at 12:10 
p.m., I will be playing a midday or-
gan recital at the Cathedral Church 
of St. Paul, Woodward and War-
ren, Detroit. Please come if you are 
able—the stained glass windows are 
so brilliant at that hour—and I’ve 
been practicing, too.
—Glenn

A Technicolor Success!

Our Family’s Pantry
At the end of May, we sent 137 food 
items plus 43 toiletries over to SOS 
due to your generosity! Thank you.
Please be careful, though, how you 
place cans and jars on the rack –  
especially on upper shelves – they 
tend to tip on the wire shelving and 
can easily fall off.

mailto:music@stjamesbirmingham.org
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From the Associate for 
Formation and Outreach
CHRIS GANNON 
chris@stjamesbirmingham.org
G.A.P. (God’s Awesome People) 
Sunday, June 3 immediately following the 
10am service.
Our last official event of this program 
year combines service and fun. With 
Fr. Josh and Pastor Chris members 
of GAP will help with the Work 
Day, spreading mulch onto the beds 
around the church. We will then 
head out to the fair to try our hand 
at the games, enjoy some great fair 
food, and experience the awesome 
rides at the Birmingham Village Fair. 
Contact Pastor Chris by June 1st to 
let us know that you are attending.
Peace Lab—Vacation Bible School
Monday, June 18 - Friday, June 22,  
5:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Get ready for Peace Lab vacation 
Bible school, where children will 
discover God’s way of peace! Fun ac-
tivities will help Bible stories come to 
life and lead children on an awesome 
adventure, equipping them to follow 
Jesus as compassionate peacemak-
ers. Children ages 4 through grade 5 
are welcome to this time of games, 
crafts, snacks, science, friends, and 
fun! We’re excited to be partnering 
with St. David’s again this year. Peace 
Lab will take place at St. David’s 
Episcopal Church from 5:30 p.m. to 
8:00 p.m. on Monday, June 18th to 
Friday, June 22nd. Dinner is included 
for families every night! Register now 
online: https://stsjamesepiscopal-
church.formstack.com/forms/2018vbs

Peace Lab Volunteers Needed
Vacation Bible school is not just 
for children! There are a number of 
ways adults and youth can help with 
Peace Lab: Coordinate crafts; teach 
the classes; guide children from one 
area to another; help with regis-
tration; prepare and serve snacks; 
serve as prayer partners. Let Pas-
tor Chris know if you are able to 
volunteer. Check out the volunteer 
list here: stjames.rocks/2018vbs

Summer Church School 
Starting on June 17th we move from our regular Church School classes to a 
“one-room” classroom model for the summer. Pastor Chris will lead our youth 
in the day’s scripture; we’ll share prayers, sing our favorite songs, and get 
creative!  But we need your help!
Would you consider signing up for one of the Sundays to assist? You can go to:  
stjames.rocks/summer2018 to sign up.
Pastor Chris will contact you on the Tuesday before you are scheduled and 
email you the lesson plan for that Sunday. You won’t need to prepare anything...
just show up, hang out with cool youth, and learn something new! How awe-
some is that? Contact Pastor Chris (chris@stjamesbirmingham.org or call 
248-644-0820 ext 7203) with any questions!

YAYA at General Convention 
Thursday, July 5- Tuesday, July 10, Austin Texas

On Thursday, July 5th Pastor Chris and Fr. Josh (along with Larry Vandenberg 
from St. Claire’s) will be leading the Youth and Young Adult group from the 
Diocese of Michigan to attend the General Convention of the Episcopal 
Church in Austin, Texas. Three of our own – Rachel Cryberg, William Hoover, 
and Samantha Tousignant – will be part of that group of five young people who 
will be spending six days learning how the Episcopal Church governs itself.
Did you know that studies have shown that the more involved you are with 
your church, the more likely you are to stay involved as you get older? At 
General Convention, our young people will be able to see the “who, what, 
when, where and why” behind the self-governing process of the Episcopal 
Church - and experience the abundant faith and love.Please keep them in your 
prayers as they travel to and from the convention. 
The Return of Flat Jesus!
For the sixth summer in a row Flat Jesus returns! Are you planning a sum-
mer adventure? Are you heading up to the cabin, over to the lakes, off to 
Disney with the kids? If so, don’t forget to pack your very own Flat Jesus!
What is Flat Jesus, you ask? Flat Jesus is just that, a flat, laminated paper, 
colored in cartoonish depiction of Jesus. The concept is based on the Flat 
Stanley books that elementary school children read. In the summer of 2013 our 
adventures with Flat Jesus began as a way for us at St. James to remain con-
nected over the summer as folks travelled and were unable to make it to church 
here every Sunday. Our hope was that folks would take their Flat Jesus up to 
the cabin, on the road trip with them to visit friends and family, out to dinner, 
on mission trips, or just hanging around the house. We encouraged people to 
take pictures of their Flat Jesus and talk with each other about what Flat Jesus 
would think about what happened that day. People have posted their pictures 
to the Facebook page, or emailed them to us, and we’ve copied many of those 
pictures and shared them on the map.
So let’s continue our Adventures of Flat Jesus this summer. If you want your 
own Flat Jesus just pick one up after worship one Sunday. If you can’t worship 
with us in person just let Pastor Chris know and she’ll get one to you right 
away. Plan on taking an adventure with Flat Jesus this summer!  Even if you’re 
not planning on going anywhere this summer, he’s nice to just have by your 
side, day in and day out! 

mailto:chris@stjamesbirmingham.org
https://stsjamesepiscopalchurch.formstack.com/forms/2018vbs
https://stsjamesepiscopalchurch.formstack.com/forms/2018vbs
stjames.rocks
stjames.rocks/summer
mailto:chris@stjamesbirmingham.org
love.Please
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Congratulations to Our College Graduates!

Jacob Richard Sandy 
Hope College;
Public Accounting and Business
Post-graduation plans: Working at 
Crowe Horwath (South Bend) in 
accounting.
Parents: Carol Smith Sandy (who was 
baptized at St. James by Rev. Towne); 
Alan Sandy
Siblings: Charlotte Sandy Rowe,  
Paul Sandy
Fun facts about Jacob: He ran the   
Chicago Marathon as a sophomore. 
He worked with a business in 
Moldova during Junior year and 
took a business trip there during 
spring break. Also studied abroad in 
London.

Randy Righter 
Bowling Green State University
Business - Finance
Post-graduation plans: Business career
Parents: Deric and Pam Righter
Siblings: Vivian and Abby
Other family: Elsie Righter
Fun facts about Randy: He’s a huge 
Green Bay Packer fan. And he was 
the first person in the Deric Righter 
family to go to China.

SIGN UP NOW for Mission: Possible 
Detroit - Having fun in the D!  
August 5 - 10

A mission experience for Youth 
and Young Adults ages 12 and up. 
Participants can choose one of two 
ways to participate: One is for a 
student to stay for the entire week, 
including overnights, which costs 
$150. The other is for a parent/
adult and student to attend 1, 2, or 
3 days as commuter participants. 
The cost for both to attend is $25/
day for the pair. If the day option is 
chosen, a parent/adult must drive 
the student to and from the mis-
sion site and stay with the group 
the entire time. We will typically be 
at the worksite from 9:00am until 
3:00pm. Details about the loca-
tion will be sent out to the parent/
adult. We will be staying at Christ 
Church, Detroit for the week and 
working with organizations in 
Detroit. Fun, food and adventure 
will be in great supply for everyone. 
Sign up at the secure registration 
site:  https://www.edomi.org/yaya/
missionpossible/

Wi-Fi Network at St. James is changing!
Important Update if You Use Wi-Fi (access the internet on your phone or computer)  at St. James!
We’re in the midst of updating our wi-fi networks to improve connectivity and signal strength. You may notice some new 
networks popping up on your device. The “God is Good” network is still available until all the network updates are com-
pleted. (And even then, God will still be good, but our network will have a different name.)
The new system will be called SJB. There will be several different locations - for example, CH (Centennial Hall) and 
YOUTH (for the 3rd floor youth rooms), both of which are already in service. The password for the new networks remains 
the same: theshell with no space, no capital letters, and no punctuation.
If you see the word “Office,” however, that is an internal network available only to staff.
Once this work is finished, you will have to enter the password for each of the different SJB networks in order to use them. 
Your device should seamlessly switch between networks as you move through the building.
Signs with the new network names will be posted when the work is complete.

Adult Forum: Thank You
It was a wonderful year during Adult Forum in which we took a survey course on reading the Bible, and learned more 
about using the Prayer Book at home, the work being done by Episcopal Migration Ministries, the Gospel of Mark, and 
prophetic writing from the civil rights era. We are deeply grateful to Nan Cowan and Michele Wogaman for helping to 
find and plan such great programs, and to everyone who led a class. But most of all, we are thankful to all those who 
attended. In the end, it was your participation, questions and discussion that was the meat of our program year. We thank 
you for your feedback on the questionnaires and look forward to starting another great program year in September.

https://www.edomi.org/yaya/missionpossible
https://www.edomi.org/yaya/missionpossible
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St. James Preschool
SHAR WICKENS—248.644.4071
preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org
It’s been another successful school 
year! All of the programs at St. 
James Preschool have thrived due to 
our loving and dedicated staff.  We 
also appreciate the support of the 
church staff, the vestry, parents, and 
parish members.
June is full of activities for the end 
of the school year: the Trike-A-Thon 
for St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital on June 6, at 9:00 a.m. at 
Shain Park; an Awards Program 
for the children who have been 
attending, the after-school Amaz-
ing Athletes program on June 12 in 
Centennial Hall at 3:30 p.m.; and 
the popular Alphabet Luncheons! 
A celebration of children in the 
4s and Kindergarten Readiness 
classes learning the letters will be 
on Wednesday,  June 13, and the 3s 
and Tots will have the luncheon on 
Thursday,  June 14, both in Centen-
nial Hall from 11:30 a.m. -12:45 
p.m. We will have lunch first and 
then a performance by the children 
of all the songs learned this year. 
We hope you can attend this festive 
party and enjoy the healthy food 
items in the shape of or beginning 
with each letter.
This year’s graduation ceremony 
takes place on Friday, June 15 at 
10:00 a.m. in Centennial Hall. The 
ceremony will be for the children 
and their families who have been 
attending the Kindergarten Readi-
ness Program and will be leaving St. 
James Preschool. We invite you to 
come to this special ceremony. We 
have watched Louie Alanis, Caden 
Alpert, Donoavan Arndt, Julian 
Bartleman, Julian Dempsey, Kyle 
Hollowell, Savannah Kolo, Baxter 
Marsh, Reese Netschke, Jameson 
Perez, Jackson Phillips, Gig Pol-
torak, Ashley and Connor Reyntjes, 
Colin Schrader, Clara Sesplankis, 
Kellen Smith, Olivia Soave, Vin-
nie Sojda, Piper Vigil, Gwyneth 

Wilson, and Diana Woodside grow 
in so many ways. It is with happy 
memories of St. James Preschool as 
“a great place to start” we send them 
on with our prayers. 
My last day at St. James Preschool 
will be on June 15 when Peg Wood-
side and I will both be retiring. It’s 
been a smooth transition year work-
ing with Melissa Wojciechowski, 
who will be the new director. I am 
so grateful for this calling I received 
from the Lord twenty-eight years 
ago and I have been rewarded with 
the growth of the program, fellow-
ship of staff and the daily excitement 
I have seen on the children’s faces!  
—Shar

Representing St. James and riding the train at the Birmingham Hometown Parade

Crazy Hair Day! Family Fun Night with The Music Lady

Muffins with VIPs

Watching caterpillars develop...

St. James Tots chilling out with friends

Making hand prints in Tots class!

mailto:preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org
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Congratulations to Our High School Graduates!
Daniel  Douglas Harwood 
Seaholm High School
Post-graduation plans: Michigan State University
Parents: Jody and Mark Harwood
Other family: Shay Pendray and Nev Curtis 
Fun acts about Daniel: At Seaholm, he was on both the Varsity football team and the 
Varsity Wrestling team 

Samantha Tousignant 
Troy Athens High School
Post-graduation plans: Attending Saginaw Valley State University with a major in 
Elementary Education, minor in Music. Will live on campus and participate in the 
Marching Band.
Parents: Tedene and Edgar Tousignant
Siblings: Alexandra Tousignant.
Fun facts about Samantha: She has been learning to speak Chinese for seven years, but 
only speaks it a little: 我学中文学了七年，但是我只能说一点儿 She loves to play 
her flute. Has been playing since 5th grade (8 years!) and can also play saxophone and 
piccolo. You have probably heard her play with the choir. She participates in sym-
phonic band, spirit band, woodwind choir, marching band, symphonic orchestra, and 
pit orchestra. This last April, her band got to see John Williams conduct the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra!

Daniel Righter 
Seaholm High School
Post-graduation plans: Kalamazoo College
Parents: Angie and David Righter
Siblings: Claire Righter (and Sprinkles!)
Other family: Grandmothers Martha Elgin and Elsie Righter, and many Righter aunts, 
uncles and cousins
Fun facts about Daniel: Daniel is the 8th Righter grandchild to graduate from Seaholm 
High School, following in the footsteps of his dad, David, and David’s five siblings 
Daniel has participated in many St. James/diocesan/national church activities over 
the last 6 years, including: countless services as acolyte and lector, 2 New Beginnings 
retreats, 2 Happening retreats, 2 Mission Possible service projects, 1 J2A pilgrimage,  
1 Diocesan Convention, 1 Episcopal Youth Event and 1 General Convention. Plus, 
he is the youngest person to ever serve as a member of the St. James Vestry.

Martina Trudu
Seaholm High School
Host Family: The Gables - Jessica, Mark, Hannah, Sophie, and Brody
Martina will be graduating with honors at Birmingham Seaholm High School this 
year. She will be sad leaving the U.S. and returning to Italy in late June. She will need 
to spend 1 more year in Italy for her high school career to officially conclude. Martina 
plans to return to America and attend an Ivy League university. Sadly, they do not 
have any majors in the study of Harry Potter or Taylor Swift. Therefore, Martina 
plans to major in the studies of physics or engineering. She plans to spend her career 
in the U.S.. 
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Our Mission 
INVITE you to the table 
ILLUMINATE our spiritual journey
SHARE Christ’s love with the world

St. James Vestry 
2016–2019
Marty Bones
Lauri Christianson
John Everett
Daniel Righter

2017–2020
Ralph Castelli
Katie Haenggi
Pam Landgraf
Emily Johnson

2018-2021
Bill Booth
Julee Parker
Bill Ward
Michele Wogaman

Intercessions
IMMEDIATE PRAYER LIST: Kiera, Ella, David K., Penny, Shirley, Maritza, 
David, Mark Principe, Pat Smith, Claire, Kathy, Jim, Nev Curtis, Lucy, Althea, 
Yolanda, Penelope, Mary, Melanie, Russell, Tom Woodside, Jim, Lisa, John, 
Susan, Steve, Elaine Dobson.
SUSTAINING PRAYER LIST: Steve, Michelle Wells, Richard Wells, Jeannine, 
Ted, Trevor Sullivan, Engel Metaj, Vince Cardinale, Bertha Pastor, Dot, Dave, 
Truman, Logan Moralez, Merle Goatley, Elsie Righter, the Jensen family,  
James Olson and family, James, Pat Semivan, Benjamin Ziogas, Eula Fyke, 
James, George Stannis, John and Sue Womack, Anne, George, Joe Hardig, 
Barbara Livy, Elsie Overy, Jon Wickens, Meghan Baxter, Tommy, Rachel 
Heeren.
SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Bret Anstett, Andrew and Michelle Crowe,  
Brian Hertenstein, Geoffrey Hertenstein, Theodore Moran, Jeff Schultz,  
Hugo Stange. 
IN MEMORIAM: Sharon King, Frank Wilson.

Mark your Calendar
Bishop Transition Listening Session 
Saturday, June 2, 9-11:30 a.m. 
Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Detroit 
With special breakout session for 
YAYA (Youth and Young Adults) 
Registration is encouraged, though not 
required: bit.ly/BishopListening

Spring Clean-up Day 
Sunday, June 3 after the 10 a.m. service 
Wear your jeans, and bring small gar-
dening tools if you have them!

G.A.P. (God’s Awesome People) 
Sunday, June 3, 1-3 p.m.  
We’ll help with the Spring Clean-up 
then head to the Birmingham Village 
Fair! Tell Pastor Chris if you’ll come.
Bishop Transition Online Session  
Monday, June 4, 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
Join by using this link: https://zoom.
us/j/534916920 (You will be prompted 
to download the free Zoom applica-
tion.)
Retirement Open House for Shar Wickens 
and Peg Woodside 
June 9, 1:00-5:00pm,  Centennial Hall  
See p. 1 for details.
Choral Evensong
Sunday, June 10, 4:00 p.m.

Summer Church School 
Begins June 17.

Summer Office Hours 
Beginning June 18, the Church offices  
will close at 3:00 p.m.

Vacation Bible School:  
Peace Lab 
Monday, June 18-Friday, June 22 
St. David’s, Southfield.  
See p. 4 for details.
YAYA (Youth and Young Adults)  
at General Convention 
July 5 - 10, Austin, TX  
See p. 4 for details.
Mission: Possible Detroit  
August 5-10  See p. 5 for details.

A Walk at the Zoo
On Saturday, April 28 over two dozen “breast friends of St. James” braved the 
chilly temperatures and descended upon the Detroit Zoo for the Shades of 
Pink Foundation’s Walk at the Zoo. Inspired by the women in our midst who 
have been touched by breast cancer, our team raised almost $3,000! We walked 
the zoo praying and giving thanks for our sisters – Barb, Mary, Jean, Sharon, 
Marianne, Peggy, Elaine, and Pam. We walked to support them and help all 
those struggling with this brutal disease. We walked because we are called to be 
God’s hands and feet in the world.

bit.ly/BishopListening
https://zoom.us/j/534916920
https://zoom.us/j/534916920

