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Giving Thanks for the Heritage Society
This year, we will transfer about $183,000 
from the Parish Fund of St. James to help 
us pay for operations. Without this money, 
we would find it difficult to keep up our 
building, and impossible to support a staff 
with five full time employees. Because of 
the Parish Fund, we are able to keep giv-
ing significant grants to agencies, and to 
have thriving music and youth programs. 
Because of the Parish Fund, we are able to 
think about growth and ministry instead 
of shrinking into a survival mentality. We 
owe much of our health and growth to this 
fund, and the Heritage Society that helped 
make it a reality.
Before there was a Parish Fund, St. James 
had an odd assortment of funds invested in 
different places that added up to about $1.5 
million. In 1998 these funds were brought 
under the umbrella of the Parish Fund. 
Three years later, members of the congre-
gation created the Heritage Society. Mem-
bers of the Heritage Society are those who 
either have informed the church that we 
are named in their will or have pre-paid an 
estate gift to the church. The amount of the 
gift is not questioned. Anyone who makes 
St. James a part of their estate planning is 
welcomed into the Heritage Society.
Thanks to this group, the Parish Fund was 
able to more than double over the years 
to about $3.3 million. Market losses in 
2014 and 2015, and the need to pull more 
money from the fund because of a drop in 
pledging units led to our current value of 
about $2.7 million. Without the foresight  
of those who created and participated in  

Malcolm Machesky  
and Tom Libby
Malcolm Machesky and his 
father, mother, and sister 
are members of St. James 
and have been attending 

regularly for more than ten years.  Malcolm serves as an acolyte and went 
on the J2A pilgrimage last year to the East Coast.  On that trip, a high-
light for Malcolm was New York City, which he had never been to before.   
A junior at Seaholm High School, Malcolm does not hesitate to men-
tion that he loves robotics, and has for a while. He is a member of a 
team of students from both Seaholm and Groves High Schools that  
is assembling a robot that will take part in a competition on March 3, 4, 
and 5 at Southfield High School. If his team does well at this event, they 
will move on to a state level competition and then, potentially, a world-
wide competition. This is the third year that Malcolm has participated in  
the competition. 
During the week Malcolm and his teammates are focused on preparing 
for the competition; they spend a significant portion of every day building 
the robot they will use at this event. When not working on the upcoming 
competition, Malcolm enjoys math and science. 
Not only does Malcolm like robotics and devote a lot of time to it, but it 
is clear he is very good at it.  Proof of his computer abilities is the fact that 
the football coach at Groves has asked Malcolm to develop an app that 
the Groves football team can use for assigning uniforms and equipment.  
During the summer and some weekends during the school year, Malcolm 
and his father, mother and sister Mahlah drive to their vacation home 
on Lake Michigan near Muskegon.  Malcolm enjoys kayaking and just 
meandering in the woods at this retreat. 
Malcolm plans to attend college, but has not really started to think where 
he would like to go.  The only thing he will quickly say is that, wherever 
he goes, he plans to major in computer science. Bill Gates—watch out!

—Tom Libby
PROFILES, continued on p. 5

Inside... 
What's cooking in the St. James kitchen?— 
Lao-Thai food!  Story—and how to order—on p. 5
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The Reverend Joshua A. Hoover,  
Rector
St. James Episcopal Church
355 West Maple Road 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
www.stjamesbirmingham.org
Phone    248.644.0820
Fax         248.644.4405
The Spirit is a monthly newsletter 
published for members and friends 
of St. James. The deadline for 
submission is the 15th of each month 
for the following month’s issue. Please 
email articles to: churchoffice@
stjamesbirmingham.org or call the 
Parish Administrator, at ext.7200.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays 8 and 10 a.m. 
Wednesdays 7 a.m.  
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.–4 p.m. 
PASTORAL CARE
For pastoral emergencies, please 
contact Fr. Josh Hoover at 810. 
620.5402
SUNDAYS
8 a.m.          Eucharist (Church)
9 a.m.          Rite 13/CnC 
        (most Sundays)
10 a.m.        Eucharist (Church)
10:10 a.m.   Church School   
        Preschool-Grade 6
TUESDAYS
7 p.m.          Toastmasters 
7:30 p.m.     AA
WEDNESDAYS  
7 a.m.          Eucharist (Chapel)
7:30 a.m.     Fellowship & Coffee
Noon        Bible Study        
THURSDAYS 
12 p.m.        AA
SATURDAYS 
9 a.m.          Knitting (Lounge)

Two Minute Theology
Burying the Alleluias
On Sunday, February 26, the service ended, as it often does, with me saying, 
“Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, Alleluia, Alleluia.” And you responded, 
“Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia.” That word, ‘Alleluia’ is one that we use 
often in celebration. It is meant to be an utterance of praise and thanksgiving 
and is best translated as ‘God be praised.’ However, there is a sense in which it is 
not just a literal meaning, but an exclamation of joy. We use it many times during 
the year in liturgies of the church and it is absolutely at its most appropriate in 
the Easter season when we are overcome by the love of a God who was willing 
to suffer and die and overcame death itself, all for us.
On February 26, we did something a little different with our Alleluia, however. 
After the service we took those final Alleluias, and we buried them away, keeping 
them safe in a treasure chest, for the Lenten season. During Lent we choose not 
to use the word Alleluia, in order to create a feeling of suspense and heighten the 
feeling of saying it again when we finish our Lenten journey and arrive at Easter. 
The tradition of not saying Alleluia during Lent goes back to the 5th century and 
possibly even earlier. Some churches take it so seriously that even the choir won’t 
say the word when practicing Easter anthems, but will use another four syllable 
word.
Burying the Alleluias isn’t as old, but was started in Babylon in the Middle Ages, 
so it isn’t exactly new. We do it to remind ourselves of the fasting that we are to 
do during the Lenten season. We can bury with the Alleluias, symbolically or 
literally, the things we are ready to let go of during this season. Fasting helps us to 
re-center on what is most important, to ground ourselves in God and in our faith 
as we walk to Jerusalem with Jesus at this time of year. Of course, it is also a lot 
of fun to see how our Alleluias will be returned to us when we open the treasure 
chest again on Easter.
On a final note—burying the Alleluias does not mean we can’t have fun or 
express joy during the Lenten season. Especially when Easter comes late in the 
season, focusing on fasting and penitence as the earth is coming alive all around 
us can be difficult. The purpose of Lent is not to be sad, but to change our focus, 
which can include being thankful for our many blessings. Often, my own fasting 
actually leads to me giving thanks for the good things that I otherwise take for 
granted but now am far more aware of.
I hope that you were present as we buried the Alleluias, and will be present when 
we have the chance to unveil them again and shout our praise on Easter Sunday. 
But more importantly, I hope that you will find a deeper sense of relationship 
with God this Lent and will know the joy that comes from being a beloved child 
of your creator.
Fr. Josh Hoover

Vestry Notes
Our new vestry took the following actions at their first meeting in February:
•   Elected David Lydy as Junior Warden
•   Heard report on start up of small groups
•   Discussed social activism and how it relates to the church
•   Reviewed committees of the church and areas in need of vestry liaison  
     positions
•   Approved 2016 Parochial Report 
•   Received update on Khao San’s first month at St. James
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Music Notes
GLENN BURDETTE
ext. 7206 
music@stjamesbirmingham.org
The season of Lent is one of preparation and discipline; its music emphasizes 
those virtues in anticipation of a glorious Easter, with little of what is usually 
considered “immediate gratification.” So remain in hope and expectation, the 
joy shall return in its time. The St. James Choir will sing for the evening Ash 
Wednesday service (7 p.m.) on March 1, as Lent begins, and Easter arrives, about 
two weeks later than they did last year.
On Sunday, March 5, at 4 p.m., two of our newest singers in the St. James Choir, 
Molly Bruner and Chris Peters, will serve as cantors for congregational evensong. 
Please come to lend an ear, and your voice, to the service, which blossoms at 
its fullest with much congregational singing (but we want everyone to come-
-listening at its fullest is also participation). The music for the service will be 
largely drawn from Holden Evening Prayer, being a musical setting of Lutheran 
vespers for the community of that name in Washington state. This will be the 
first of three monthly evensongs in Lent and Easter season; the others will be on 
Sunday, April 2, and Sunday, May 7, also at 4:00 in the afternoon.
Thanks to everyone who helped make the visit of harpsichordist Yago Mahúgo 
to St. James such a success. A large crowd heard a spectacular performance of 
great pieces from the harpsichord's golden age, many written for the French 
court. One could almost imagine being at Versailles, but without the sound of 
mountains of rustling fabric, the smell of powdered wigs and poor plumbing, or 
the constant sniping and backbiting. Our audience was much better!
In an entirely different league, to be honest, I will be playing a short program 
(about one half hour) on the organ at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, on 
Woodward at Warren in midtown Detroit, on Friday, March 24, at a few minutes 
after noon, as part of the cathedral's Friday "Open Cathedral" program. Please 
come to hear some favorite, not exclusively Lenten or somber, selections played 
on that majestic instrument. Guided tours of the cathedral are available between 
10a.m. and 3 p.m. as well.
We have so many talented instrumentalists at St. James, and several will share 
those talents with us during the month of March. On March 5, Gabe Hennebury 
will play a cello piece during Communion, and on March 12, Debbie Wogaman 
will play a prelude to the 10:00 service on her horn, accompanied by her father 
Steve Wogaman. On March 26, Samantha and Alexandra Tousignant will play a 
flute duet as accompaniment to an anthem our choir will be offering.
Glenn Burdette

Financial Update
These are our financials updated through the end of January. Please feel free  
to talk to vestry, Peggy John, or Fr. Josh if you have any questions.
   Actual  Budgeted Difference
January Income  $147,517 $146,981 $536
YTD Income  $147,517 $146,981 $536
YTD Expenses  $69,739  $70,671  $932
Over/Under  $77,778  $76,310  $1,468
Transfer Amount from Parish Fund to date: $0  
Budgeted Transfer for Year: $183,700
5% of Parish Fund (goal number for transfers): $138,700

April is Coming! Time to Re-Enroll with 
Kroger Community Rewards 
www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommu 
nityRewardsNow

Do you shop at Kroger? If you're en-
rolled in their Community Rewards 
program, a percentage of what you 
spend could be donated to St. James. 
However, they require that shoppers 
re-enroll every April.
Ted MacKinnon will gladly assist  
you with this re-enrollment. He will 
need your Kroger card number, your 
email address, and the password  
you create to log in to the Kroger 
website (www.kroger.com/account). 
You may need to double-check that 
your password is current and that 
you are signed up. Some parishioners 
have been having problems with the 
system and may need to reset their 
password. If you are having difficulty 
with the website, you can call Kroger 
for help: 866-221-4141. Let them 
know you wish to support St. James, 
in their system as #83351.
If you're not enrolled yet, Ted will be 
happy to assist with that as well. You 
can sign up after April 1. During the 
month of April, Ted will be in Cen-
tennial Hall following each service 
(excepting Easter) to help.
If you wish, Ted will add your infor-
mation (Kroger card number, email 
address, and Kroger site password) 
into his database and he will re-en-
roll you each year.
...and Don't Forget Amazon Smile 
www.smile.amazon.com
We increasingly rely on Amazon for 
almost everything; and they have 
a program that will return 0.5% of  
every purchase to a designated entity. 
It is very easy to take part in their pro-
gram. Go to the website www.smile.
amazon.com and sign up. When 
asked to choose your recipient or-
ganization, select St. James—which 
is listed as "St. James Protestant 
Church." Then, instead of shopping 
at the usual amazon.com site, use 
www.smile.amazon.com instead. 
Questions? Contact Ted MacKinnon at 
nw8w@arrl.net or 248-647-1628. 
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From the Associate for 
Formation and Outreach
CHRIS GANNON
ext. 7203
chris@stjamesbirmingham.org Empty Bowls 

In February, we painted bowls to 
be auctioned as a fundraiser for 
Cass Community Social Services. 
See p. 6 for more photos. 

NATIONAL DAY OF UNPLUGGING 
Friday, March 3rd to Saturday, March 4th 

Join with Pastor Chris in the Na-
tional Day of Unplugging! It’s a re-
spite from the relentless deluge of 
technology and information. With 
roots in Jewish tradition, this mod-
ern day of rest was developed as a 
way to bring some balance to our 
increasingly fast-paced way of life 
and reclaim time to connect with 
family, friends, the community, and 
ourselves. Shut down your computer. 
Turn off your cell phone. Stop the 
constant emailing, texting, Tweeting 
and Facebooking to take time to no-
tice the world around you. Connect 
with loved ones. Nurture your health. 
Get outside. Find silence. Avoid 
commerce. Give back. Eat together. 
The National Day of Unplugging 
runs for 24 hours, from sundown Fri-
day, March 3rd to sundown Saturday, 
March 4th. On February 26th fill out 
the “I unplug to…” sign in Centen-
nial Hall and get your picture taken.

LENT-in-a BAG
Starting Ash Wednesday families 
can pick up your very own “Lent in 
a Bag.” Each Lenten-colored purple 
bag contains several symbols to cre-
ate your own “Blessing Bowl” to use 
as part of your spiritual discipline 
that can assist individuals and fami-
lies in practicing Lent at home. 

G.A.P. God’s Awesome People 
Sundays, March 5th and March 19th  
1st and 3rd Sundays from 1pm to 3pm

Youth in grades 6 through 12 are in-
vited to join us for an afternoon of 
fellowship and fun. At 12:30pm we 
gather for a lite lunch in Centennial 
Hall. 

GIRL SCOUT SUNDAY 
Sunday, March 12th

Are you involved in the Girl Scouts? If so, mark your calendars and plan on wear-
ing your uniform. The birthday of the Girl Scouts, March 12, commemorates 
the day in 1912 when Juliette Gordon Low officially registered the organiza-
tion’s first 18 girl members in Savannah, Georgia. Please let Pastor Chris know 
that you are a girl scout and will be joining us on that Sunday. And yes, the Girl 
Scouts WILL be selling cookies following the 10am service on the 9th of March. 
Can you say “Samoas, please!?”

YOUTH EDUCATION LENTEN PROGRAM
During Lent our youth (all ages) can gather on Thursday nights, after having 
feasted at the Soup Supper, to learn about the Stations of the Cross. The Sta-
tions of the Cross allow us to follow Christ through his last few days, stopping to 
ponder and reflect along the way. There is a rich visual history of the Stations of 
the Cross, and the stations have been painted, sketched, illustrated and drawn in 
some beautiful and creative ways. We’ll be coloring in posters that will be used for 
our own Stations of the Cross experience for youth and families on Good Friday.

SACRED COMMUNION CLASSES 
Sundays. March 12, 26, and April 9, 11:15 a.m. in the CHURCH

The class is a formal instruction both for families with young children who have 
not yet received AND for those who are already receiving communion but want 
to learn more about its meaning.
Using the book This Bread & This Cup: Episcopal Communion Instruction for Chil-
dren, this class will help the participants - parents and children - better under-
stand the sacrament of communion while giving them an enjoyable hands-on 
experience that will enhance their participation. These young people will receive 
the Holy Eucharist together with their families on Maundy Thursday, April 13. 
Did you know that we are made full members of the Body of Christ at our 
baptisms, so we can receive communion any time after that? In the Episcopal 
Church we do not believe that children have to be a certain age before receiving 
or that they have to be confirmed before receiving.
Please let Pastor Chris know if your family is interested so we can order the ap-
propriate number of books and materials.
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PROFILES, continued from p. 1

“Madou” means grandmother in the 
language of Laos and Souri Gail-
lard’s beloved grandmother is the 
inspiration for the eggroll featured 
on the Khao San Birmingham to go 
menu. Souri is the owner and chef of 
this unique community partnership 
with the St. James kitchen featuring 
Thai and Laotian cuisine using fam-
ily recipes and popular dishes. 
Born in the city of Vientiane dur-
ing a bombing raid, newborn Souri 
and her mother were evacuated from 
the hospital for their safety. The early 
1970’s were a chaotic period in Laos 
and Souri’s family made the deci-
sion to leave the country.  Because 
her father was in the military, he was 
evacuated first followed by Souri and 
her mother who left as stowaways on 
a Thai ship downward bound on the 
Mekong River.
After six months in a Thai refugee 
camp, they left for the United States 
sponsored by Church World Servic-
es. Souri and her family were fortu-
nate to be sponsored by the Kidron 
Mennonite Church located in Amish 
country, Ohio.
Coming to a rural farming area had 
special meaning for the family with 
fresh foods readily available. How-
ever, Lao customs, language and food 
were used at home. Once a month, 
Souri’s mother traveled to Cleveland 

Family and Lao Traditions Inspire Souri Gaillard 
of Khao San, Birmingham

to buy groceries at an Asian food 
store. Also, she wrote home request-
ing seed stock for Thai basics, e.g. hot 
peppers, herbs and apple eggplant. 
Souri’s mother grew up in the south 
of Laos near the Cambodian border, 
the youngest of seven children.
Her education in finishing school in-
cluded French culinary arts and Lao 
traditional cooking. It is easy to see 
how family influenced Souri’s inter-
est in sharing the special tastes and 
flavors of Thai – Lao foods. 
The Khao San name is well known 
in Portland, Oregon where Souri’s 
cousin started a successful street food 
restaurant after buying the rights 
to the street menu from a vendor 
in Thailand. Souri relates that she 
learned the business by taking over 
when her cousin went on a lengthy 
food buying trip. 
A graduate of Kenyon College, Ohio, 
Souri holds a BA in Biology (Pre-
Med) with a concentration in Asian 
Studies.  She and her husband have 
three children, Claudine (11), Arthur 
(10) and Charlotte Louise (7). 
Describing Lao cuisine as sweet, 
salty, spicy, sour with a bit of bitter-
ness, Souri  gears flavor combina-
tions to American tastes. She invites 
St. James parishioners to look at 
her menu choices, with ingredients 
changing with the seasons, and try 
some of the delicious recipes inspired 
by family tradition. 

How to Order Food from Khao San
Monday - Friday Hours:  
Lunch - 11 a.m. - 2 p. m. 
Dinner - 4 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
View the menu and place your order at: 
 https://squareup.com/store/khao-san 
Khao San is also on Facebook.
Get the St. James discount!  
Enter coupon code:  
KHAOSANCHURCH 

Souri Gaillard operates her new business, Khao 
San, out of the St. James kitchen.

Rachel Cryberg and Pam Landgraf
I first got to know Rachel when 
she was a freshman at Groves High 
School. An avid reader, she's pretty 
passionate about books that she 
likes, and would often visit me for 
new title, or a hug, or just to say 
hello. She swims both freestyle and 
butterfly on the girls varsity swim 
team, although shoulder injury 
and surgery has put her on the side 
of the pool in the past two years 
(“Shoulder Surgery—the Sequel”  
began in February). She made the 
choice to find another family/group 
at school, so joined the Groves Stu-
dent Congress, which is respon-
sible for events such as themed 
spirit week in the fall (ask her about  
Wylie’s Wildest Dreams) and char-
ity week in February. At St. James,  
Rachel is part of the confirmation 
class, is active in GAP, serves as an 
acolyte, and is our first youth Eucha-
ristic minister!  
What I’ve learned about Rachel is 
just how important creativity is to 
her. She loves watercolor painting, 
a passion that started with an after-
school class at Birmingham Cov-
ington School. She’s also a writer, 
using fan fiction websites such as  
archiveofourown.org to share her 
talent with others. And, if that wasn’t 
enough, she’s an outdoor enthusi-
ast—everything from being a black 
diamond snowboarder to hiking to 
camping in her own backyard. 
Rachel has a great laugh and an in-
fectious personality. She’s very open 
with how she feels about family, 
friends—well, pretty much every-
thing. I’m so glad she picked me to 
be her confirmation mentor! 

— Pam Landgraf
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St. James Preschool
SHAR WICKENS
ext. 7103
preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org
http//stjamesschoolblog.blogspot.com

It is March and the learning theme this month is all things Dr. Seuss. Not only are Dr. Seuss book’s loved by children the 
world over but they help introduce the fundamentals of reading. With Dr. Seuss’s simple word repetition and rhyming words 
a child can easily begin to hear it, learn it, and read it. Being able to identify rhyming words is a requirement for Kindergar-
ten and during this month we will be focusing on teaching the children to think up simple words that rhyme together. We 
are reading the story The Cat in the Hat. Sally and her brother let the Cat in the Hat in the house and he quickly caused 
lots of trouble with his Thing 1 and Thing 2. The moral of the story teaches children the importance of not opening the door 
to strangers and always listening to a parent. We will practice learning patterns with the Cat’s Hat art project and our fine 
motors skills with the stringing beads activity. A little blue and orange paint and silly Thing 1 and Thing 2 magically will 
appear out of the children’s handprints. Take a look at the hall bulletin board to see how we turned the children into Cat in 
the Hat characters!
We will once again celebrate Maple Syrup Time at the Stage Nature Center. They have a wonderful Maple Syruping pro-
gram the 4’’s and 5’s will attend on March 16th. They will learn where maple comes from, how it is made and who made it 
first. The program includes a simple discussion of photosynthesis and the three states of water. On the trail, the children 
will discover how sap is collected, taste sap if it is flowing, and find out how it is made into syrup. We will also participate in 
several trail-side demonstrations.
The Preschool staff will attend day training on March 4th that is made possible by the positive support of the Preschool 
fundraiser – Girls Night Out (GNO) which will be held of Friday, March 3rd. If you are unable to attend and would like 
to make a donation to the Preschool, please make out checks to: St. James Preschool, and note in memo: GNO Donation. 
Other special events happening this month for the preschool will be the “Crazy Hair Day”, St. Patrick’s Day, and Derby 
Date Night. 
I would like to take this opportunity to encourage you to be ambassadors for our preschool programs, as our 2017-2018 reg-
istration is ongoing. We hope to have a large amount of new applicants next year and you can help us with this by spreading 
the word, and encouraging a new family to visit our preschool.
Thank you, 
Shar 

Empty Bowls 
In February, St. James members painted 
bowls to be auctioned as a fundraiser for 
Cass Community Social Services. 
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the Heritage Society, we would not 
have been able to continue with the 
programs that we offer during this 
time. We are grateful to all of them.
Below, you will find a list of Heritage 
Society members who have died and 
whose gifts have come to St. James. 
Next month, we will publish a list of 
all members of the society known to 
us. If you have named St. James in 
your will and not notified us, we en-
courage you to contact us so we can 
thank you. 
If you would like more information 
about either the Heritage Society 
or the Parish Fund, I encourage you 
to speak to me or Margo Campbell, 
the current chair of the Parish Fund.  
St. James is a healthy and growing 
community with meaningful and 
beautiful worship, a fantastic forma-
tion program, and opportunities to 
serve our community. I am thankful 
for each of you, and for the deep faith 
of those who came before us, who 
gave of themselves to bring us to this 
place. This month, we remember and 
thank those Heritage Society mem-
bers whose gifts have been received 
by the church:

Janet Courtney
Phyllis Garner
John Graham

Elizabeth Graham
Madeline Hilton

Pell Hollingsworth
Fred Leet

Alice Matthews
Jim Nordlie

Everett Schafer
Helen Whittlesley

Anne Wilde

Faithfully,
Fr. Josh

Lenten Soup Suppers 2017
The Parish Fund of St. James presents:

Planning for the End of Life: A Series for Seniors and Their Children
Thursdays, March 9, 16, 23, 30, April 6

Dinner at 6:00 
Presentations and Discussion 6:45-7:45 

See p. 4 for the Youth Education Lenten Program.

It may sound morbid and depressing, but the longer that I have been in ministry, 
the more aware I am of how the many issues that need to be faced at the end 
of life come as a surprise to most people. Whether it is making decisions about 
medical treatments, or about wills and property, about wishes for a funeral or 
where we can find God at the end of life, we don’t talk enough about and there-
fore are ill prepared for the decisions and feelings that come at this time.
No matter your age, I encourage you to join us to learn more about your options, 
the things you may need to consider, and even the joys and spiritedness that can 
come from this final journey that everyone must go through. We will be joined by 
some amazing experts, detailed below, who will share what is happening in their 
fields and help us consider our own wants and desires.
-Fr. Josh

March 9 – Planning and Pre-Planning a Funeral with Paul Gramer 
Paul Gramer is the second generation president of Gramer Funeral Homes. He 
grew up in Clawson where he learned the business from his father and uncle. 
He will share with us some of the decisions and options that need to be made at 
the time of a loved one’s death, and ideas for pre-planning in order to make this 
moment easier on our family.

March 16 – Wills and Estate Planning with Joe Hardig III
Joe grew up a member of St. James and graduated from Seaholm and the Uni-
versity of Michigan where he received both his bachelors and law degree. His 
practice includes both family law and estate planning. He will share the impor-
tance of having legal documents prepared that share what you want done with 
your resources and who can make decisions on your behalf. 

March 23 – Where is God at the Time of Death? with Pastor Mary Austin
Mary Austin served on the staff of Frist Presbyterian here in Birmingham and 
is now pastor at Westminster Church of Detroit. Before attending Princeton 
Theological Seminary she worked for hospice.  Mary will discuss the emotions 
and spirituality that is part of death and the grieving process.

March 30 – What Are My Health Care Options? with Missy Hess
Missy Hess is a Registered Nurse with over 30 years experience in health care. 
For eleven years she has focused on helping people stay in their homes for as long 
as it is safely possible. She will talk about the aging process, about making dif-
ficult decisions, and about some of the options for care when independent living 
becomes difficult.

April 6 – Planning a Funeral with Fr. Josh and Glenn Burdette 
Josh and Glenn have now collaborated on over 20 funerals, and each has helped 
lead many more before they worked together. They will share some of their in-
sights and experiences, and talk about the decisions that need to be made when 
planning a funeral. They will also talk about making some plans ahead of time.

FR. JOSH continued from  p. 1
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Intercessions
IMMEDIATE PRAYER LIST: Logan 
Moralez, Carol Nicholas, Cameron, Paul 
Kobb, Neil Everett, Ella, James, David K., 
Elsie Overy, Nancy, Pat Semivan, Cinda 
Cochran.

SUSTAINING PRAYER LIST: Joe and 
Carolyn Hardig,  Cathy Nelson, Jill, Steve, 
Henry Moye, Joan Adams, Phil Werner, 
Michelle Wells, Richard Wells, Jeannine, 
Ted, Trevor Sullivan, Judy Hoeffler, Ray 
McPartlin, Engel Metaj, Vince Cardinale, 
Bertha Pastor, Dot and Dave, Dad, Lucy, 
Truman, Merle Goatley, Elsie Righter, 
the Jensen family, Dick and Pat Smith, the 
LaRocca-Hammond family, James, Sally 
Gebhardt, Mark Roby.

SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Bret 
Anstett, Andrew and Michelle Crowe, Kirk 
Jackson, Eric Kaltz, Brian Hertenstein, 
Geoffrey Hertenstein, Katie Koetting, 
Theodore Moran, Jeff Schultz, Hugo 
Stange, Isabel Ziogas.

IN MEMORIAM: Please pray for the 
repose of the soul of Irene Furcean, and 
comfort for Rick and Nancy.

Our Mission 
INVITE you to the table 
ILLUMINATE our spiritual journey
SHARE Christ’s love with the world

St. James Vestry
2015–2018
David Lydy
Susan McDonald
Pam Righter
Nate Schmidt

2016–2019
Marty Bones
Lauri Christianson
John Everett
Daniel Righter

2017–2020
Ralph Castelli
Katie Haenggi
Pam Landgraf
Emily Johnson

Mark your Calendar
March 5 
Congregational Evensong, 4:00 p.m. 

March 12 
Daylight Savings Time

April 2 
Congregational Evensong, 4:00 p.m.

Adult Forum Confirmation and Reception Classes
Sundays, March 5 – April 2  
9:00 a.m. in the Lounge

During Lent, Adult Forum will turn to deeper knowledge of the Episcopal 
Church and St. James. Learning about the history, theology, and worship of the 
church will help us better understand what it is we do in church and how the 
church attempts to speak to our lives. This Lenten study is open to anyone who 
wants to learn more about who we are, or to refresh their understanding. It will 
also help any adults who are interested in being confirmed or received into the 
Episcopal Church on the Bishop’s visit on May 7.
The current schedule is:

March 5—The Anglican Reformation
March 12—How Episcopalians read the Bible
March 19—What do Episcopalians believe, and how do we make decisions?
March 26—Anglican Theology (special session taught by Elaine Belz)
April 2 —The Prayer Book and Worship

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES

Palm Sunday: April 9 
Holy Eucharist at 8:00 & 10:00 a.m. in the Church

Holy Monday and Holy Tuesday:  
April 10 and 11 
Spoken Holy Eucharist 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel

Holy Wednesday: April 12 
Spoken Holy Eucharist 7:00 a.m.;  
Tenebrae 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel

Maundy Thursday: April 13 
Holy Eucharist and Agape Meal 6:00 p.m. in the Church and Centennial Hall 
Maundy Thursday Vigil: April 13-14

Good Friday: April 14 
Good Friday Liturgy 12:00 noon; Stations of the Cross 7:00 p.m. in the Church

Holy Saturday: April 15 
The Great Vigil of Easter 7:00 PM in the Church

Easter Sunday: April 16 
Holy Eucharist 8:00 & 10:00 AM in the Church

Pastoral Care to the Homebound
We love to share our Sunday Bulletin 
“care package” with those who we 
know are homebound or otherwise 
not physically able to come to St. 
James on Sundays or Wednesdays. 
This package includes the bulletin, 
The Light and any other inserts.
If you know of someone who cannot 
attend our services, please call the 
Church Office to let us know, and we 
will be happy to add them to our list.

A Note of Thanks
Rachel Herbst would like to thank 
the congregation for their prayers and 
for the cards and notes she received 
during her convalescence. 


