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No matter what you have done, no 
matter how far short you have fallen, 
God loves you and has already 
forgiven you. This is the marvel-
ous good news toward which Lent 
points. Joy in the midst of this 
penitential season is absolutely ap-
propriate. Self-awareness leads us to 
gratitude for God’s great gift of for-
giveness and love. And this gratitude 
leads us to want to show our thanks 
to God, by learning more and doing 
more to follow this God who loves 
us so much. Lent works to create 
this desire, and we are encouraged to 
spend time in prayer in this season 
to ask how it is God is leading us as 
individuals and a church to discern 
God’s will for our lives.
Will Campbell, in his book, A Soul 
Among Lions, talks about the polite 
question we are always asked upon 
meeting someone – what do you 
do? He writes, “Of course, what that 
question means is, ‘what do you do 
for money? What kind of work do 
you do?’ Not important I think…

Jesus never asked people what they 
did for money. His concern was, 
‘How do you justify yourself ?’ The 
ultimate inference was, ‘At the end 
of the day, or at the end of your life, 
what have you done to leave the 
world a little better place than the 
one you entered?’”
Self-reflection is not only about how 
we have fallen short, but also about 
what good things we are blessed 
with, and how we will use them to 
serve the one who blesses us. The 
path of discipleship is one that 
challenges us to ask ourselves how 
well we are following Jesus and to 
consider what we might be called 
to do to build up God’s kingdom 
here in Birmingham. This is my goal 
for Lent this year, to spend time 
listening to the needs around us and 
for God’s voice so I might become 
a more faithful disciple and help 
spread God’s love in the world.
Faithfully,
—Josh

With Lent and Easter coming as 
late as they do this year, it is likely 
that the weather will begin to turn 
well before the Lenten season is 
over. Certainly, most of us hope that 
this will happen. And the com-
ing of the spring always brings me 
great joy, which can feel the op-
posite of what we are supposed to 
be experiencing in Lent. After all, 
on Ash Wednesday we are called to 
“the observance of a holy Lent, by 
self-examination and repentance; by 
prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and 
by reading and meditating on God’s 
holy Word.” Lent is the one season 
in the church year that focuses not 
on God or an act of Jesus, but on us. 
This move from the glory and good-
ness of God to our inability to live 
up to Jesus’ example can be depress-
ing and make us feel it is inappro-
priate to feel joy in this season.
Self-reflection and self-examination, 
however, are necessary to understand 
how badly we need Easter, how 
badly we need God’s forgiveness. 
It is only when we admit to our 
failings that we begin to understand 
the true depth of the gift God has 
given us. And it is only when we are 
honest about how we have fallen 
short that we have the opportunity 
to learn and grow. The purpose of 
focusing on our shortcomings is, in 
fact, so that we might know the joy 
of God’s forgiveness. The invitation 
on Ash Wednesday puts it this way, 
“Thereby, the whole congregation 
was put in mind of the message of 
pardon and absolution set forth in 
the Gospel of our Savior.”

From the Rector
JOSH HOOVER 
josh@stjamesbirmingham.org

We rejoice with 
Melissa Beauvais, 
Joseph Valentich, 
and big brother 
Alexander (not 
 pictured) at the 
baptism of Samuel 
Robert Valentich on 
February 3. 
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The Reverend Joshua A. Hoover,  
Rector  
josh@stjamesbirmingham.org
St. James Episcopal Church
355 West Maple Road 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
www.stjamesbirmingham.org
Phone    248-644-0820

The Spirit is a monthly newsletter 
published for members and friends 
of St. James. We are always looking 
for photographs of church events! 
The deadline for submission is the 
15th of each month for the following 
month’s issue. Please email articles 
and/or photos to: churchoffice@
stjamesbirmingham.org or call the 
Parish Administrator.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. 
Wednesdays 7:00 a.m.  
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
PASTORAL CARE
For pastoral emergencies, please 
contact Fr. Josh Hoover at  
810-620-5402
SUNDAYS
8:00 a.m.     Eucharist (Church)
10:00 a.m.   Eucharist (Church)
10:10 a.m.   Church School (Pre-K  
                    through 5th grades)
TUESDAYS
7:00 p.m.     Toastmasters (2nd, 4th)
7:30 p.m.     AA
WEDNESDAYS  
7:00 a.m.     Eucharist (Chapel)
7:30 a.m.     Fellowship & Coffee 
7:30 p.m.     MA    
THURSDAYS 
12:00 p.m.   AA
SATURDAYS 
9:00 a.m.     Knitting (Lounge)

Three-Minute Theology
Silence
Each Sunday we gather in church to offer prayers to God. We do this by read-
ing prayers, listening to prayers said on our behalf, hearing scripture read, and in 
singing. But we also pray in one additional way that can easily be overlooked… 
we pray in silence. Silence is recommended as a part of every service in the 
Book of Common Prayer. Leonel Mitchell says, “Being still before the presence 
of God reminds us that we really do have nothing to say. We need to listen to 
the voice of God, who will pray in us.”
In the Eucharistic service that we participate in every Sunday, there are four 
times that silence is either required or recommended. The first comes after the 
lessons to give us time to reflect on what we have heard. The second comes after 
some of the petitions in the Prayers of the People so members of the church 
can add people or situations that they are praying for. The third comes between 
the invitation to confess our sins and the actual prayer, this gives space for peo-
ple to reflect on what they need to confess. Finally, the rubrics call for silence at 
the fraction, the moment when the priest breaks the bread, this gives a moment 
for us to  reflect on Jesus’ sacrifice and the meal that we are about to receive.
These moments of silence are an important part of our prayer life as both 
individuals and as a community. Throughout the week when you take time to 
pray, it is important for you, too, to leave space for silence. If prayer is conversa-
tion with God, then there needs to be quiet in order for God to respond. In 
the powerful story of Elijah in his greatest need, he is waiting to hear what he 
should do next. He takes shelter on a mountain and is faced with a fire and 
whirlwind, but God is not in either. Only then is there a great silence, and it is 
in the silence that Elijah finds God. Silence can be uncomfortable, but learning 
to respect it and listen helps us better meet God.

Pulpit Exchange
On Sunday March 3, Fr. Josh will be away on a pulpit exchange as we welcome 
the Rev. Susie Shaefer to St. James. Rev. Shaefer is the Priest-in-Charge at St. 
John’s, Clinton Township. The purpose of pulpit exchanges is to deepen the ties 
we have with the rest of our Diocese. It reminds those of us in the pews that we 
are part of something more than just our congregation, and gives us the oppor-
tunity to hear from new voices with different perspectives on the gospel mes-
sage. Clergy get to experience different patterns of worship in new locations, 
and see the work being done by the body of Christ in these places. We hope 
you will welcome Rev. Shaefer to St. James.

Adult Forum
Sundays at 9:05 in the Lounge
March 3 is the final session in our series on difficult and transforming ques-
tions. We will be asking why we need Christian community. We hope you will 
join us. This series has gotten rave reviews; we will be considering new versions 
of it in the future.
In the meantime, Adult Forum is changing gears as the church changes sea-
sons. During Lent we will be exploring the Gospel of Luke. This is the primary 
gospel that we are reading this year, and the time of Lent with its call to study 
and reflection is a great time to learn some more Bible in a friendly, nonjudg-
mental atmosphere. We are grateful to The Good Book Club and Forward 
Movement for making this study available to us. The focus on Luke will start 
on March 10 and continue until April 7, the final Sunday before Holy Week.

mailto:josh@stjamesbirmingham.org
www.stjamesbirmingham.org
mailto:churchoffice@stjamesbirmingham.org
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Music Notes
GLENN BURDETTE
music@stjamesbirmingham.org
St. James Choirs
The intrepid choirs of St. James have 
plowed, literally and figuratively, 
through the travails of January and 
February. Though missing one re-
hearsal because of inclement weather, 
they sang every Sunday, which on 
February 17, however, consisted of the 
soprano and alto sections alone in 
several beautiful pieces that we don’t 
get to hear often. I’d like to thank the 
junior choristers also for singing twice 
in February, which included a Span-
ish piece on February 3 and a South 
African piece on February 24. Though 
missing a couple of rehearsals as well, 
our St. James Ringers played the 
prelude “In Ages Past” on February 10 
and will play again on March 3. 
On that same Sunday, March 3, the 
senior choir will offer the first even-
song of the year at 4:00 p.m. This 
will be on the last Sunday of the 
Epiphany season and will include 
the last (intentional) Alleluias you 

Financial Update
This is a summary of our financials through January 2019. More details are 
available on the blue and green sheets in Centennial Hall. Please feel free to 
talk to vestry, Peggy John or Fr. Josh if you have any questions.
   Actual  Budgeted Difference
January Income  $134,073           $135,165   $    -1,092
YTD Income  $134,073           $135,165   $    -1,092
YTD Expenses  $  72,354 $  70,743 $    -1,611
YTD Total vs Budget      $    -2,703
Transfer Amount from Parish Fund to date: $0   
Budgeted Transfer for Year: $ 242,734 
5% of Parish Fund (goal number for transfers): $142,000

Vestry Update
At their February meeting the vestry:
•	 Discussed some of the large property projects in our future
•	 Approved the 2018 Parochial Report
•	 Discussed possible liaison areas for different vestry members and the needs 

in each
•	 Received a report on plans for Lent, Holy Week, and Easter
•	 Received information about the new Diocesan Safe Church policy
For more detail, the approved minutes from vestry meetings are regularly 
posted, along with financial statements, in Centennial Hall. 

Using the Prayer Book  
in Lent
Those who attend the 8:00 service are 
used to opening up their prayer books 
to follow the service. This Lent, those 
who come to 10:00 will join them as 
we introduce a smaller bulletin that 
gives page numbers instead of prayers. 
This practice will continue through-
out Lent to help us remember the 
content of the Book of Common 
Prayer. It will also supplement our 
Thursday evening soup suppers in 
which we will be learning about and 
celebrating that very book. Fr. Josh 
and members of the vestry will look 
forward to what members think 
about this, but it is our full intention 
to return to a fuller bulletin for Holy 
Week and the Easter sesason.

Dan Belnavis / Kate Rosen Studio Master Class information:
Monday March 25, 6:00 – 9:00
You can purchase tickets to the master class at the link below. Use the discount 
code SJBirmingham to get 10% off (Please note that the code is case sensitive). 
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/katerosenvoicestudio

will hear until Easter. The choir is 
also busy preparing for its concert 
on Palm Sunday, April 14, 4:00 p.m., 
when they will present a great musical 
classic – the Solemn Vespers “de confes-
sore” by Mozart – along with several 
seasonally appropriate choruses from 
Handel’s Messiah and several newer 
anthems. These pieces are already 
coming along well, so please mark the 
program on your calendars and invite 
your friends to St. James.
Hamilton  Cast Member Offers Master Class
An even more one-of-a-kind event 
will take place at St. James on 
Monday, March 25. We will host a 
master class by Dan Belnavis, an 
original member of the first touring 
cast of Hamilton and a friend and 
former classmate of Kate Rosen, who 
teaches voice lessons at St. James. 
Kate’s students will sing pieces they 

have been working on for him and 
receive his comments and sugges-
tions, and he may perhaps demon-
strate some of his ideas for them. 
This will be from approximately 6-8 
p.m.; from 8-9 he will answer ques-
tions from them and speak about 
life as an ensemble member and 
George Washington understudy for 
the musical Hamilton, which will be 
in town from March 12. This will be 
a ticketed event. See the blue box 
above for details.
—Glenn

Eucharistic Minister 
(EM) Training
Sunday, March 10 following the 10:00 
a.m. service
Eucharistic Ministers assist with the 
distribution of communion by 
offering the chalice (cup) to their 
fellow congregants. If you are 
interested in this ministry, please talk 
to Fr. Josh or Pastor Chris. Training 
is required for diocesan certification.

mailto:music@stjamesbirmingham.org
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From the Associate for Formation and Outreach
CHRIS GANNON 
chris@stjamesbirmingham.org

Youth and Families
G.A.P. (God’s Awesome People)  
YOUTH FELLOWSHIP GATHERINGS

Sundays, March 3 and March 17 (1st and 3rd Sundays), 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Youth in grades 6-12 are invited to join us for an afternoon of fellowship and 
fun. At 12:30 p.m. we gather for a light lunch in Centennial Hall. 
On Sunday, March 3 we’ll be gathering to prepare the meal for S.O.S. that 
evening. On the 17th we’ll bake cookies and prepare “Boxes of Sunshine” for 
our College Students.
Girl Scout Sunday
Sunday, March 10
Are you involved in the Girl Scouts? If so, mark your calendars for March 10 
and plan on wearing your uniform. The birthday of the Girl Scouts, March 12, 
commemorates the day in 1912 when Juliette Gordon Low officially registered 
the organization’s first 18 girl members in Savannah, Georgia. And yes, the Girl 
Scouts will be selling cookies following the 10:00 a.m. service on March 10. 
Can you say “Samoas, please”?
Youth Education Lenten Program
Thursdays, March 14-April 11
During Lent our youth (all ages) can gather on Thursday nights, after having 
feasted at the Soup Supper, to learn about “Growing a Rule of Life”.
During our time together we’ll explore how we might grow in relationship with 
God, through relationships with ourselves, others, and creation. There will be 
prayer stations, opportunities for gardening, games, videos, music, and more.

National Day of  
Unplugging
Sundown Friday, March 1 –  Sun-
down Saturday, March 2.
Join with Fr. Josh and Pastor Chris in 
the National Day of Unplugging, a 
24-hour global respite from technol-
ogy. It highlights the value of discon-
necting from digital devices to 
connect with ourselves, our loved ones 
and our communities in real time.
It’s a respite from the relentless 
deluge of technology and informa-
tion. With roots in Jewish Sabbath 
tradition, this modern day of rest 
was developed as a way to bring 
some balance to our increasingly 
fast-paced way of life and reclaim 
time to connect with family, friends, 
the community and ourselves. Shut 
down your computer. Turn off your 
cell phone. Stop the emailing, 
texting, Tweeting and Facebooking 
to take time to notice the world 
around you. Connect with loved 
ones. Nurture your health. Get 
outside. Find silence. Avoid com-
merce. Give back. Eat Together.  The 
National Day of Unplugging runs 
for 24 hours, from sundown Friday, 
March 1, to sundown, Saturday, 
March 2.Euchre Night

Fundraiser For Pilgrimage – Saturday, March 9, 7:00 p.m. in Centennial Hall.
Help raise money for the J2A ( Journey to Adulthood) pilgrimage. $10 per 
person for an evening of fun and fellowship with our amazing youth. 
Questions? Contact Pastor Chris or Tim Catchpole.

Boxes Of Sunshine
Sunday, March 17
It’s that time of the school year, when 
the students need a bit more sunshine 
in their lives. Our plan is to send our 
college students a “Box of Sunshine” 
care package to help them make that 
push to get them through the winter 
blues. That’s where we need your help. 
On Sunday, March 17, could you 
bring in some snack or dessert items 
in bright yellow packages? 
Think anything that comes in 
primarily yellow packaging – such  
as Butterfinger candy bars or Peanut 
M&Ms, some granola bars, classic 
Lay’s potato chips, Juicy Fruit gum 
– you get the idea! Baskets will be 
available for you to drop off your 
donations.

Broadway Night
Fundraiser For Pilgrimage – Saturday, March 30, 7:30 p.m.
LIVE and direct from sold-out performances at Ferndale’s Slipstream Theater: 
Diana Turner - Life is a Cabaret!
Who is Diana Turner you ask? Well come find out as this beguiling songstress 
sings her life story just for you!
She will be singing Broadway repertoire from classic to contemporary with 
some operetta thrown in along the way accompanied at the piano by the incom-
parable Madelyn Sly. Also featuring some old St. James friends: Marc Meyers 
and Larissa Gleason-Clark!
Bring a friend AND you will be making a new friend in the amazing Diane 
Turner all while helping to support our youth and their pilgrimage this summer.
$25 ($20 for seniors and students) includes the show plus refreshments.

mailto:chris@stjamesbirmingham.org
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Ash Wednesday, March 6
The schedule of services is listed in the 
calendar section of the back page of this 
issue for easy reference.
Services at St. James and First Baptist
Ash Wednesday reminds us of our 
mortality as we begin our Lenten 
journey with Jesus to the cross. 
This season is a penitential time 
that pushes us to focus on ways we 
can learn and grow, focus on our 
relationship with God, and become 
better disciples. On Ash Wednesday, 
we will pray together for forgive-
ness and receive the sign of ashes on 
our forehead. This is not meant to 
be depressing, but an honest look at 
the human condition. Afterward, we 
will eat at the Eucharistic table as a 
reminder that, just as Easter always 
follows Lent, the end of our story 
also will be resurrection.
We will hold services in the chapel 
at 7:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon this 
year. Our 7:00 p.m. service will be 
hosted by First Baptist and we will 
be joined by any S.O.S. guests who 
wish to join us. There is a meal be-
fore the service at 6:30 p.m. at First 
Baptist. Please let the office know 
or sign up in Centennial Hall if you 
plan to join us. 
Ashes-to-Go – 8:00 - 9:00 a.m. at the 
corner of Chester and Martin
Ashes-to-Go is an invitation for 
people to stop for a moment in 
their busy lives and receive ashes as 
a reminder of their mortality. This 
does not replace the three services 
offered on this day, but does make a 
moment where we go out into the 
world in order to both mark this 
time and invite people to enter into 
Lent with us. In the short liturgy 
that we use, there is a brief confes-
sion and a promise to enter into 
a holy Lent, then participants are 
marked with the ashes. We use this 
opportunity to inform people about 
the Lenten programs at St. James as 
well. As a member of St. James this 
brief ceremony is open to you, but 
we encourage you to make one of 
the fuller services if at all possible.

Shrove Tuesday  
Pancake Supper
Tuesday, March 5, 5:00 - 6:30 p.m.
Join us on this the traditional last day  
of “fat eating” or “gorging” before the 
fasting period of Lent. Fr. Josh and 
Pastor Chris will announce their Lent 
Madness picks for this year’s “Golden 
Halo.” Good guess it will be St. James. Come and fill out your bracket and join 
the fun. Suggested donation is $10 per family; $5 for individuals. You can sign 
up online or in Centennial Hall to help as well as to attend.

Begins on Thursday, March 7
Lent Madness began in 2010 as a fun, engaging way 
for people to learn about the men and women comprising the Church’s Calen-
dar of Saints. This unique Lenten devotion combines a love of sports with a 
passion for the lives of the saints. This year marks the 10th Lent Madness!
The format is straightforward: 32 saints are placed into a tournament-like 
single elimination bracket. Each pairing remains open for a set period of time 
and people vote online for their favorite saint. 16 saints make it to the Round 
of the Saintly Sixteen; eight advance to the Round of the Elate Eight; four 
make it to the Faithful Four; two to the Championship; and the winner is 
awarded the coveted Golden Halo. The first round consists of basic biographi-
cal information about each of the 32 saints. Things get a bit more interesting in 
the subsequent rounds as the Lent Madness “celebrity bloggers” offer quotes 
and quirks, explore legends, and even move into the area of saintly kitsch. 
Our very own St. James is in the running for the Golden Halo this year and 
will be up against good ol’ Nicodemus in the first round on March 12. Copies 
of the bracket are in Centennial Hall and can also be found online at https://
www.lentmadness.org/bracket/

Lenten Soup Suppers and Formation
Thursdays, March 14 – April 11. Soup supper at 6:00 p.m., study at 6:45 p.m.
Many of us choose as a Lenten discipline to spend some time learning and 
working to grow our faith. Soup Suppers are a great way to help us do just this. 
This year we will be returning to our roots and discussing Anglican worship 
and particularly learning more about the Book of Common Prayer. Our prayer 
book not only guides what we do on Sunday mornings, but can also informs 
much of who we are and what we do the rest of the week. Join us for wonderful 
food and meaningful conversations, and learn more about the history, content 
and meaning of the book that is at the center of our church.
We will gather every Thursday beginning on March 14 and ending April 11 at 
6:00 for supper. The study begins at 6:45.

 

Lent-At-Home
Starting Ash Wednesday (March 6), families can pick up their very own  
“Lent at Home” supplies.

https://www.lentmadness.org/bracket
https://www.lentmadness.org/bracket
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Melissa Wojciechowski—248-644-4071
preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org
https://stjames-preschool.org/

Will the new month come in like a 
lion or out like a lamb? I am sure we 
are all hoping for some more mild 
weather than we have been having 
(and no more snow days!) However, 
we live in Michigan, so I am not 
convinced that winter is finished 
with us just yet.
March is National Reading across 
America Month. It coincides with 
Dr. Seuss’ birthday on March 2. 
In honor of Dr. Seuss, we declare 
the first week of March “Dr. Seuss 
Celebration Week”. We would like 
to invite you to come to the school 
and read to the children one of your 
favorite children’s books.  Please 
call (248-644-4071) or email me 
 (preschool@stjamesbirmingham.
org) to set up a time.

With St. Patrick’s Day right around 
the corner, the preschool will also be 
a sea of green! The children will be 
working on all things Irish and fo-
cusing on the colors of the rainbow 
that holds the pot of gold at the 
end. Will the preschoolers be able 
to catch that pesky leprechaun who 
turns their classroom upside down 
every year? 
Last month’s “Family Movie Night” 
was a success! It was so much fun 
seeing the children in their PJs and 
superhero costumes. (See photos, 
this page.) The children and parents 
alike enjoyed watching Incredibles 2 
while enjoying time among friends. 
Thanks to everyone who came out 
to join us!
Our 5th Annual Girls’ Night Out 
is being held on Friday, March 1 in 
Centennial Hall. There will be appe-
tizers and wine served, a Cabi fash-
ion show, 8 vendors to shop from, 
and a silent auction. All the staff are 
looking forward to seeing current 
and past preschool moms and all the 
wonderful women in their life. If 
you haven’t already purchased your 
ticket, they are available at the door 

for $40 the night of the event. Please 
join us!
We are also hosting a “Family Derby 
Night” this month, on Tuesday, 
March 19 from 6:00-7:30 p.m. This 
is a fun event for the whole fam-
ily. The children will race their own 
car on our race track. They will 
also make a craft and enjoy dinner 
together. It is sure to be a fun-filled 
evening for all!
May the luck of the Irish be with 
you!
—Melissa

mailto:preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org
https://stjames-preschool.org
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Eagle Scout Kyle Catchpole
Kyle Catchpole has earned the Eagle 
Scout ranking, the highest achievement 
in the Boy Scouts of America program. 
A participant in BSA programs since his 
early youth, Kyle is now one of only five 
percent of Boy Scouts granted this rank. 
The requirements necessary to achieve 
this rank take years to fulfill and include 
earning at least 21 merit badges, mod-
eling Scout Spirit, and demonstrating 
leadership within his troop or team. In 
addition, he must plan, develop, and lead 
a community service project – the Eagle 
Project – that shows both leadership and 
a commitment to duty. Then, each scout is interviewed by a Board of Review 
to determine if he meets the requirements. Kyle was approved and received his 
Eagle Scout medal and badge in October 2018. 
Kyle’s community service project took him back to his former grade school, 
Upton Elementary in Royal Oak. The school hosts a fund-raising carnival each 
year. Kyle decided to develop four carnival games for the school to use each year 
thereby saving the cost of renting the games. He appeared before the PTA and 
received approval for his project. Using templates he found on the internet, he 
developed a plan, obtained the materials and with help from a few of his fellow 
scouts, assembled the games. As of June 2018 when the completed project was 
delivered, carnival visitors now enjoy Tic Tac Toe, Plinko, Mini-Golf, and Bank 
Shot thanks to Kyle. 
Kyle believes that his participation in Boy Scout programs has been a learn-
ing experience teaching him different skills through his work to earn 24 merit 
badges and to plan and implement his community service project. 
We invite you to congratulate Kyle Catchpole on his Eagle Scout honor.

—Susan Kelly
In the St. James Gallery...
Lenten Reflections

Safe Church Training
Saturday, March 9 from 9:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. at St. David’s, Southfield
In September of last year, the 
Diocese of Michigan passed a new 
policy called Safe Church: Creating 
a Healthy Environment for Chil-
dren, Youth, and Vulnerable Adults. 
This policy comes from our deep 
love and caring for all people, and an 
awareness that churches have not 
always been a safe place for every-
one. In order to do this, we need to 
pay special attention to children, 
youth and vulnerable adults. The 
goal of the new policy is to keep all 
people, and these especially, free 
from sexual abuse, physical abuse, 
personal abuse, and exploitation. 
Pastor Chris is one of the facilitators 
for this Specialized Safe Church 
Training.
Vestry members, Eucharistic Visi-
tors, and all who work with our 
youth are asked to take this training.
You can register for the class here: 
http://www.edomi.org/whitaker/
programs/safe-church/.

During Lent, the St. James Gallery will 
present a show including many artists 
that have exhibited their work in the 
past. Parishioners were asked to share a 
piece that speaks to them of quietness, 
contemplation or meditation. As you 
reflect on the photo and paintings of 
quiet places, the imagined space in 
abstract drawings or the many quiet 
hours spent stitching Japanese embroi-
dery, we hope you are able to visualize 
your own Holy Lent. 
If you would like to share your art on the downstairs wall (St. James Gallery), 
please contact Nan Cowan nancowan1@gmail.com.
Image: An untitled work by Nan Cowan, who comments, “It is oil pastel on mylar, 
inspired by the woods and creek in back of our house.”

Church School Teachers 
Needed
We are looking for teachers to 
“team teach” (two teachers in the 
class each Sunday) all of our age 
groups. This means that for each 
quarter we need at least 3-4 teachers 
for each class so that teams can 
rotate. Right now some of our 
classes are so short-staffed the 
teachers cannot rotate back in to 
hear the sermons. Classes meet 
during the 10:00 a.m. service. 
Would you be willing to pray and 
consider if God might be calling 
you into this ministry? We are 
looking for at least four more 
teachers to add to our current group. 
Please contact Pastor Chris if you 
are interested.

http://www.edomi.org/whitaker/programs/safe-church/
http://www.edomi.org/whitaker/programs/safe-church/
mailto:nancowan1@gmail.com
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Our Mission 
INVITE you to the table 
ILLUMINATE our spiritual journey
SHARE Christ’s love with the world

St. James Vestry
2017–2020
Ralph Castelli
Katie Haenggi
Pam Landgraf, Jr. Warden
Will Yeats

2018-2021
Bill Booth
Julee Parker
Bill Ward
Michele Wogaman, Sr. Warden

2019-2022
John Hoeffler
Christina Lawson
Barrett Newgeon
Ed Sutter

Intercessions
IMMEDIATE PRAYER LIST: Kiera; Penny; Claire; Nev Curtis; Lucy; Althea; 
Mary; Lisa; Natalie; John Slocum; Alonna; Noah Russell; Mildred Smith; Grace; 
Nancy Binkley; Margot; Jason; Bobby; Martha; Marcia; Irene; Mark; Katey 
Yeats; Amy; Betty Hall.
SUSTAINING PRAYER LIST: Steve; Michelle Wells; Richard Wells; Jeannine; 
Trevor Sullivan; Engel Metaj; Vince Cardinale; Bertha Pastor; Dot; Dave; Logan 
Moralez; Merle Goatley; Elsie Righter; James Olson and family; Pat Semivan; 
John and Sue Womack; Joe Hardig; Barbara Livy; Jon Wickens; Rachel Heeren; 
David K.; the Joiner family; Pete; Jack Catchpole; Elsie Overy; Tom Woodside.
SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Bret Anstett, Andrew and Michelle Crowe, Brian 
Hertenstein, Geoffrey Hertenstein, Theodore Moran, Jeff Schultz, Hugo Stange.
IN MEMORIAM: Tommy Ganiard; Robert Booth; Horace Conley, Pat Smith.

Mark your Calendar
Girls’ Night Out
Friday, March 1, 7:00-10:00 p.m.
National Day of Unplugging
Sundown, Friday, March 1-Sundown, 
Saturday, March 2
Pulpit Exchange
Sunday, March 3, 8:00 and 10:00 a.m.
We welcome the Rev. Susie Shaefer 
from St. John’s, Clinton (www.
stjohnschurchclinton.org).
G.A.P. (God’s Awesome People)
Sunday, March 3, 1:00-3:00 p.m.
Choral Evensong 
Sunday, March 3, 4:00 p.m. 
Music by Mozart, Stanford, and 
Wolniakowski.
S.O.S. Week
March 3-10 at First Baptist Church
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
Tuesday, March 5, 5:00 p.m.
Ash Wednesday Services 
Wednesday, March 6
7:00 a.m. in the Chapel 
12:00 p.m. in the Chapel  
7:00 p.m. at First Baptist Church, 
preceded by a shared meal, 6:30 p.m. 
Ashes-to-Go
Wednesday, March 6, 8:00-9:00 a.m., 
corner of Martin and Chester Streets

Euchre Night
Saturday, March 9, 7:00 p.m.
Fundraiser for J2A pilgrimage. $10 
per person. See p. 4 for details.
Girl Scout Sunday 
Sunday, March 10
Girl Scout cookies will be available 
for purchase at Coffee Hour follow-
ing the 10:00 a.m. service.
Eucharistic Minister Training
Sunday, March 10 following the 10:00 
a.m. service
Lenten Soup Suppers Begin
Thursday, March 14 
Soup Supper begins 6:00 p.m. 
Educational programs begin 6:45 p.m.
Boxes of Sunshine
Bring your donations Sunday, March 17.
See p. 4 for details.
G.A.P. (God’s Awesome People)
Sunday, March 17, 1:00-3:00 p.m.
Preschool Derby Night
Tuesday, March 19, 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Dan Belnavis Master Class 
Monday March 25, 6:00 – 9:00.  
See p. 3 for details.
Broadway Night
Saturday, March 30. See p. 4 for details.
Palm Sunday Choral Concert
Sunday, April  14. See p. 3 for details.

Garden Of Cocktails
A Fundraiser for Micah 6
Friday, March 29 at 7:00 p.m.

Come and support Pastor Chris 
and Sara as they defend their 
Championship Cocktail Glass. 
They’ll face two other drink mix-
ers competing to create the best 
cocktail using a piece of fresh 
produce. You get to sample each 
cocktail and vote for your favor-
ite of the six cocktails. This is all 
for a good cause, to benefit the 
Micah 6 Community. Micah 6 is 
a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization 
serving the west side of Pontiac 
through community gardens, kids 
programs, affordable housing and 
other neighbor support such as 
grocery and utility assistance. They 
were founded in 2012 when a 
group of friends from all across the 
country decided to make Pontiac 
home and love on their neighbor-
hood. All proceeds go to support 
Micah 6 Community and their 
work in the Pontiac community.
The event is at Goldner Walsh 
Garden & Home at 559 Orchard 
Lake Road in Pontiac. 
Tickets are $35 ahead of time, $40 
at the door. A ticket gets you the 
following:
•	 6 drink samples
•	 1 raffle ticket for the 50/50 raffle
•	 Access to the silent auction
Non-alcoholic options will also be 
available.

www.stjohnschurchclinton.org
www.stjohnschurchclinton.org

