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In April I gathered with colleagues 
from around the diocese at the St. 
Francis Retreat Center in Dewitt  
for the annual clergy conference. 
While there we ate, worshipped,  
and spent time in conversation 
about our churches and lives. The 
presenter this year was the Rev. 
Whitney Rice from Zionsville, IN. 
Whitney reminded us that Jesus 
asks 307 questions in the Bible, but 
only answers three of them. Think 
about that for a moment – Jesus 
answers fewer than one percent of 
the questions that he asks.
We spend most of our time in 
church and in sermons discussing 
what it was that Jesus taught, and 
the stories of his life. My goal in my 
sermons is to show how the lessons 
we’ve heard that day are relevant to 
our lives; how they might change 
the way we think about the world or 
how we live. This is very important 
and a significant part of the liturgy. 
It does, however raise some issues. 
We tend to look for right answers 
from the text, to turn the gospels 
into morality lessons. Looking at the 
Bible in this way falls short of the 
deeper work that Jesus calls us to do.
While Jesus did a lot of teaching, 
he mostly used story, metaphor, and 
questions to help people find their 
own way to God. He didn’t give easy 
answers or formulas, but challenged 
people to start where they were and 
find how God would have them 
change and grow. Using questions 
in order to teach led to each person 
finding their own answers, at least 

for right now, and pushed them to 
take responsibility for their own 
spiritual journey.
At the clergy conference, we were 
invited to answer some of Jesus’ 
questions for ourselves. There were 
some clear overlaps to many of our 
answers, but there were also some 
important differences. These differ-
ences showed us the diversity of the 
group and of the communities in 
which we serve. For me, they were a 
reminder that there are often many 
good answers to Jesus’ questions, 
not just the ones that I am hearing 
right now. Further, when Whitney 
encouraged us to first answer the 
questions out of context, as if Jesus 
were just asking us them today in 
our own lives, we were given even 
more permission to own both the 
questions and our particular answers.
In sermons or future adult forums, 
I am hoping to share some of my 
learnings with you. More important-
ly, I hope that you will take some 
time to consider what your answers 
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St. James’ Knitters contributed knit hats for newborn babies at Henry Ford Hospital, 
Detroit. See p. 3 for the story.

to Jesus’ questions would be and 
what that means for your life. Here 
are a few to get you started:  
•	 What do you want me to do  

for you?
•	 Where is your faith?
•	 Who do you say that I am?
•	 Why are you afraid?
•	 Why do you call me ‘Lord, 

Lord,’ and do not do what I  
tell you?

As we continue to journey together, 
I am looking forward to exploring 
these and other questions with you.
Faithfully,
—Josh

Inside: 
•	 Peace Lab (Vacation Bible School)
•	 Margo Campbell on her needlepoint in 

the St. James Gallery
•	 Update from the diocesan Standing 

Committee regarding the episcopal 
transition process
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The Reverend Joshua A. Hoover,  
Rector
St. James Episcopal Church
355 West Maple Road 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
www.stjamesbirmingham.org
Phone    248.644.0820

The Spirit is a monthly newsletter 
published for members and friends 
of St. James. We are always looking 
for photographs of church events! 
The deadline for submission is the 
15th of each month for the following 
month’s issue. Please email articles 
and/or photos to: churchoffice@
stjamesbirmingham.org or call the 
Parish Administrator.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays 8 and 10 a.m. 
Wednesdays 7 a.m.  
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
PASTORAL CARE
For pastoral emergencies, please 
contact Fr. Josh Hoover at 810. 
620.5402
SUNDAYS
8 a.m.          Eucharist (Church)
9 a.m.          Educational          
                    Opportunities
10 a.m.        Eucharist (Church)
10:10 a.m.   Church School (Pre-K  
                    through 5th grades)
TUESDAYS
7 p.m.          Toastmasters (2nd, 4th)
7:30 p.m.     AA
WEDNESDAYS  
7 a.m.          Eucharist (Chapel)
7:30 a.m.     Fellowship & Coffee 
12 p.m.        Bible Study (Lounge)
7:30 p.m.     MA    
THURSDAYS 
12 p.m.        AA
SATURDAYS 
9 a.m.          Knitting (Lounge)

Two-Minute Theology
Eucharistic Visitation
On April 28, a group of parishio-
ners gathered to learn how to bring 
communion to members of our 
congregation. This training will lead 
to a license from the diocese that 
officially makes them Eucharistic 
Visitors. These members will go out 
from our church and share the same 
sacrament that we shared on Sunday 
with those who cannot gather with 
us.
This is, obviously, a pastoral action. 
We are reaching out to those who 
are sick or otherwise unable to at-
tend church and showing that there 
is a community that still cares and 
prays for them, that, in fact, they 
are not forgotten. It also gives these 
people, who often look at the same 
four walls most of every day, some-
one to talk with and a connection to 
the outside.
As important as all of this is, the 
sacramental nature of taking com-
munion goes even deeper. This is 
more than a visit, it is a Eucharistic 
Visitation. At its center is the join-
ing together by sharing of commu-
nion. Our Eucharistic Visitors do 
not only go out as themselves but as 
representatives of the church and, in 
some ways, the embodiment of the 
church herself. They are a reminder 
to those they visit that they are not 
only cared for by St. James, but still 
an integral part of our church com-
munity.

In the sharing together of the body 
and blood of Christ, those who 
cannot be present for our celebra-
tion can still be a part of the meal 
that we shared on Sunday. Our table 
is extended through both time and 
space and they are made a part of 
the body of Christ that worships in 
this place. The visitors who go out 
are, in fact, uniting us, making us 
more whole.
Eucharistic Visitors, therefore, 
are also a reminder to those of us 
who gather on Sunday that we are 
incomplete, that St. James is more 
than those gathered on any given 
Sunday. We are a community that is 
scattered, yet deeply bound together. 
When we commission our visitors 
to go out and take communion, we 
are sending them as our representa-
tives to serve the parts of the church 
not present. This goes deeper than 
simply serving those who, for no 
fault of their own, can’t be part of 
what we do. We believe to quote 
Ernest Falardau, “We are not saved 
in isolation. We are saved as a 
people. What we do for the Body, 
which is the church, is related to our 
holiness and salvation.”
A deep thank you to all those 
willing to serve St. James and her 
members as Eucharistic Visitors. 
You are extending the table, reunit-
ing the Body of Christ, and remind-
ing us all that we are part of a great 
community of saints.

Retirement Party  
for Shar Wickens and Peg Woodside
Open House in Centennial Hall  
June 9, 1:00-5:00pm

After 50 years of combined service, Shar Wickens, our Preschool Director, 
and Peg Woodside, the lead teacher of our kindergarten readiness program, 
will be retiring at the end of the school year. In order to thank them, we are 
throwing a party from 1:00 to 5:00pm on Saturday, June 9. We encourage 
you to stop by and thank them for their long career loving our children and 
caring for our families. 
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Music Notes
GLENN BURDETTE
music@stjamesbirmingham.org
Thank you to all of our St. James 
singers and ringers for an inspir-
ing Holy Week and Easter season. 
They led our hearts and minds 
through the somber darkness of 
Tenebrae to the joyful celebra-
tion of Easter, from plainsong of 
the early Church, through swirling 
counterpoint of Tudor composer 
William Byrd, to jubilant sounds 
of the 21st century, reminding us 
that we are part of an ancient and 
honorable company. Thanks also 
to Elaine Linstedt and Michele 
Wogaman for singing on April 8.
When you read this, the choir, 
returning to hard work post-Easter 
in good spirit, and the Michigan 
Sinfonietta will have presented 
Antonio Vivaldi’s Gloria, along with 
other great works by the English 
Restoration composer Henry Pur-
cell. This is the first program in what 
we could call a Baroque festival at 
St. James. On Sunday, May 13, at 3 
p.m., Spanish harpsichordist Yago 

Mahugo returns for a concert, and 
on Sunday, May 27, also at 3 p.m., 
the early music group Les Ecu-
ries du Roi will present a concert, 
featuring noted Baroque flutist 
Tom Moore in a program of works 
by Bach, Couperin, and others.
Our talented junior choir will 
offer a wonderful musical drama 
during the 10:00 service on Sun-
day, May 13. They will present “A 
Technicolor Promise: A Tale of 
Noah” recounting the story of 
Noah and his oft-mentioned ark 
“of specific size.” Colorful props 
and fierce animals will accentuate 
appropriate moments in the action.
The St. James Ringers played a 
beautiful prelude to the 10:00 service 
on April 22 to mark the 25th an-
niversary of the group. Thanks to all 
of them, and especially Pam Righter 
as organizer, for hosting the coffee 
hour that morning among various 
tintinnabulating decorations and a 
delicious cake. The tintinnabulating 
decorations remain in good shape. 
—Glenn

Vestry Update
At their April meeting, the vestry:
•	 Named	Marianne	Ganiard	as	new	clerk	of	the	vestry
•	 Discussed	goals	for	the	year,	progress	and	next	steps	in	achieving	them
•	 Discussed	Holy	Week	and	gave	feedback
•	 Nominated	Chris	Gannon	for	Holy	Orders

St. James Knitters Give 
New Moms Baby Hats

Above: Jean Clark displays the hats 
lovingly made by St. James knitters. 

On April 5, St. James once again 
participated in the Baby Shower at 
Henry Ford Hospital, Detroit. At 
this event, held the first Thursday of 
April every year, volunteers bring 
supplies for newborns – from clothes 
to blankets and even car seats – all 
the things a new mother needs to 
take her baby home. The items are 
stored at the hospital and distributed 
to families in need. 
St. James is one of only two subur-
ban groups that participate. Our 
knitters donated 70 hats this year. 
Thank you, ladies, for extending the 
love of Christ on our behalf to so 
many newborns and their families!Financial Update

This is a summary of our financials updated through the end of March. Please feel 
free to talk to a vestry member,  
Peggy John, or Fr. Josh if you have any questions.
   Actual  Budgeted Difference
March Income  $  69,796   $ 28,928 $ 40,868
YTD Income  $ 225,243 $ 188,430 $ 36,813
YTD Expenses  $ 199,287 $ 201,419 $ -2,131 
YTD Total vs Budget      $ 38,944
Transfer Amount from Parish Fund to date: $ 0   
Budgeted Transfer for Year: $ 174,360 
5% of Parish Fund (goal number for transfers): $155,017
Note : Almost the full $40,000 difference in income is due to the timing of an 
early pledge payment. We expect that number to come down to budget over the 
course of the year.

You Are Invited 
...to join the Preschool families for  
a special evening of musical fun! 
On Wednesday May 16, from 6:00 
-7:30 p.m., St. James Preschool is 
hosting “The Music Lady,” Beverly 
Meyer, for a participatory children’s 
music program. There will also be a 
pizza dinner. The cost is $10/family 
at the door. A great night out for 
families – and for your inner child!
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From the Associate for Formation and Outreach
CHRIS GANNON 
chris@stjamesbirmingham.org
G.A.P. (God’s Awesome People)
Sundays, May 6 and May 20 
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Our youth (grades 6th and up) meet on the 1st and 3rd Sundays for a time of 
fellowship, fun, prayer, and food, from 1pm to 3pm. Join us for some activities 
and discussions! 
Join us on May 6 for a Superhero Celebration! Come ready for Superhero 
challenges, activities, and discussions. On May 20 join us as we participate in 
the Birmingham Parade. We’ll march with the rest of St. James in the parade 
and play the Pay-It-Forward game “Sneaky Cards” as we walk along the route.  
Then there will be ice cream sundaes for us back at the church! 

Graduate Recognition
Sunday, May 27 at the 10:00 a.m. service

Graduating from high school or college this spring? We will recognize gradu-
ates during the 10 a.m. worship service on May 27, so mark your calendar now! 
A reception will follow the service in Centennial Hall. We’d like some informa-
tion and a photo of you for the June Spirit, so pick up a form in Centennial 
Hall, or click on the link in the weekly eBlast, and send information and photo 
to Elaine at churchoffice@stjamesbirmingham.org. Deadline to submit gradu-
ate information and photos for inclusion in the June Spirit is May 15th 
Peace Lab—Vacation Bible School

Monday, June 18 - Friday, June 22, 5:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Get ready for Peace Lab vacation Bible school, where children will discover 
God’s way of peace! Fun activities will help Bible stories come to life and lead 
children on an awesome adventure, equipping them to follow Jesus as compas-
sionate peacemakers.
Children ages 4 through grade 5 are welcome to this time of games, crafts, 
snacks, science, friends, and fun! We’re excited to be partnering with St. David’s 
again this year. Peace Lab will take place at St. David’s Episcopal Church from 
5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Monday, June 18th to Friday, June 22nd. Dinner is 
included for families every night!
Register now online!
https://stsjamesepiscopalchurch.formstack.com/forms/2018vbs

Peace Lab Volunteers Needed
Vacation Bible school is not just for children! There are a number of ways adults 
and youth can help with Peace Lab:
•	 Coordinate crafts
•	 Teach the classes
•	 Guide children from one area to another
•	 Help with registration
•	 Prepare and serve snacks
•	 Serve as prayer partners 
Let Pastor Chris know if you are able to volunteer. Check out the volunteer list 
here: stjames.rocks/2018vbs

General Convention for Youth  
July 5-10, Austin Texas

General Convention is the main 
gathering of the Episcopal Church, 
which occurs every 3 years. The 
General Convention in 2018 will be 
held in Austin, Texas from July 5 – 
13, 2018. This event is not like 
E.Y.E. or a youth event, and requires 
a commitment to operating in an 
adult environment and learning 
about the intricacies of how the 
Episcopal Church governs itself.
We will be traveling to Austin by 
airplane and attending the General 
Convention from Thursday, July 5 
to Tuesday, July 10. This excursion 
is open to those who have com-
pleted the 8th grade (summer 2018) 
through the age of 24. The cost will 
be $550/ person. There is a manda-
tory orientation on Saturday, May 
19 from 1pm – 4pm. Applications 
can be found at https://www.edomi.
org/yaya/genconvyaya/ Deadline to 
apply is Friday, May 4th. Fr. Josh 
and Pastor Chris are two of the 
adult leaders!

Mission: Possible Detroit  
August 5 - 10

A mission experience for Youth and 
Young Adults ages 12 and up. 
Participants can choose one of two 
ways to participate: One is for a 
student to stay for the entire week, 
including overnights, which costs 
$150. The other is for a parent/adult 
and student to attend 1, 2, or 3 days 
as commuter participants. The cost 
for both to attend is $25/day for the 
pair. If the day option is chosen, a 
parent/adult must drive the student 
to and from the mission site and 
stay with the group the entire time. 
We will typically be at the worksite 
from 9:00am until 3:00pm. Details 
about the location will be sent out to 
the parent/adult. More details will 
be coming soon!
—Chris
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St. James Church and 
Preschool to Join Parade
The annual Birmingham Hometown 
Parade, “A Bicentennial Celebration”
Sunday, May 20, beginning at 1:00 p.m.

Everyone at St. James is invited to 
participate! The St. James Preschool-
ers will be marching wearing t-shirts 
and carrying a banner with the new 
St. James Preschool logo on them. 
G.A.P. will be participating by 
marching in the parade with St. 
James Church Flags.  
To help you with early planning, I‘ve 
put a map of the parade route, along 
with a signup sheet on the table in 
Centennial Hall.  It is different from 
last year’s route because we need to 
avoid the construction on Maple.  
Please meet at Old Woodward and 
Frank at 12:30. 
More details will be announced in 
The Light as we get closer to the 
parade.
We are delighted to have St. James 
Preschool participating as a sponsor 
at the Parade Friend Level this year.
—Shar

Adult Forum
Epistles and Prophets
May 6, 13, and 20th 9:05 – 9:50 in the 
Lounge

At our last Adult Forum curriculum 
of the year, we will be looking at 
modern day prophetic epistles. 
Thanks to the work of Trinity 
Episcopal Church, Wall Street, we 
will hear from scholars about 20th 
century letters that continue to play 
a prophetic role in challenging our 
society today. Over three weeks we 
will hear from and discuss works of 
Thomas Merton, James Baldwin, 
Ruby Sales, and Martin Luther 
King Jr. About a 20 minute presen-
tation will be shared each week with 
opportunity for us to then discuss as 
a group what we have heard.

 

In the St. James Gallery
Needlepoint by Margo Campbell
Be sure to visit the St. James Gallery in the 
hallway outside Centennial Hall to see some 
remarkable, vibrant needlepoint by Margo 
Campbell! Here is her artist’s statement:

I first started needlepointing with my 
mother during the 1960s. That was when 
needlepoint canvases were mostly 
pre-made enabling you to fill in the 
background with tent stitch using wool 
skeins of yarn. Despite the thrill of 
making a chair cover or a piano bench cover, needlepoint was very boring to me.
Fast forward thirty years…we have hundreds of varying stitches and even more 
threads of fabulous fabrics and colors and I’m hooked. I make Christmas tree 
ornaments for each of my four grandchildren every year. Christmas stockings 
for when the kids turn four, small pieces for traveling and large pieces for 
staying home in front of the TV with Jim. I really enjoy the geometry of the 
stitches and their relationship to each other. 
I take a needlepoint class every Wednesday morning with Kathy Stolpin at the 
Needleworks in Adams Square. Another St. James member, Shay Pendray, is an 
instructor at Needleworks as well. Come and join us!
Pieces on Display in the Gallery:

The Flower (pictured above)– I loved this piece for the stylized flower and the 
bright colors.
Stars for a New Millennium – This was a charted piece that we worked on as a 
special class. I was allowed to pick out my own colors and the stitches are 
particularly interesting.
The Birds (pictured on p. 8) – Charley Harper (1922-2007) was a Cincinnati-
based American Modernist artist, and this is one of his drawings (“Mystery of 
the Missing Migrants,” 1990) converted to canvas. The challenge was to give 
every bird a different stitch. Charley’s original design had these migrating birds 
flying over palm trees so I stitched in pine trees for Michigan instead.
The Gleneagle – This was my first group class canvas created by a popular 
needlepoint artist named Jean Hilton. Directions to the stitches came in a 
30-page instructional manual and I learned that I really enjoyed this type of 
needlepoint charting. 
The Celtic Cross – This was a labor of love. Kathy, my instructor, made me work 
the entire left half of the canvas before I could repeat the stitches on the other 
side. This canvas has multi-layered stitches, many different types of threads, and 
beading added to the design.
Frank Lloyd Wright Window – This is a smaller piece that I bought to keep me 
busy on an airplane, but I loved the geometry of the stitches and would gladly 
do another piece like this some time. So many canvases, so little time!
The Purple Sunflower – I loved the modern design and purple threads called for 
in this piece. The flower stamens are made from Memory Wire and twisted with 
pliers before being stitched onto the canvas.

—Margo Campbell
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St. James Preschool
SHAR WICKENS—248.644.4071
preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org
With April Snow and Ice Showers 
behind us, we hope, it is now time to 
begin a new chapter in our investi-
gations of spring: Flowers! The 
children will learn about how 
flowers grow and about their basic 
structure. They will also investigate 
how different flowers look and 
smell, be exposed to the names of 
several different types of flowers, 
and learn about the importance of 
flowers in our world. We started the 
cleaning and planting of the court-
yard on Earth Day. We will have a 
variety of gardens in the courtyard 
this year: flowers, herbs, vegetable, 
and fairy. 
Be sure you take a peek at the eggs 
waiting to hatch in the incubator in 
the hall near the Preschool Direc-
tor’s office. It is an exciting and 
amazing process for the children to 
watch daily. Once the chicks have 
hatched, we will take them back to 
Bower’s Farm when we go on a field 
trip to visit all the anaimals. The 
chicks should be “in the House” for 
the St. James Preschool Open 
House and Ice Cream Social on 
May 8, 6-7:30 p.m.
We will have a Cinco De Mayo 
celebration lunch on May 4th! The 
children will make their own tacos. 
During the celebration we have 
sombreros, ponchos, a piñata, as well 
as lots of music to dance to.
Each class will make a special gift 
for Moms, learn some new songs, 
and prepare the food for the “Muf-
fins with a VIP” celebration on May 
11th. VIPs include mothers, aunts, 
grandmas, grandpas, dads, uncles, 

nannies – anyone who honors the role 
of mothering in a child’s life.
We would like your family to join the 
preschool families on May 16th for a 
pizza dinner. “The Music Lady” 
Beverly Meyer will entertain us with  
a hands-on children’s music program. 
Cost is $10.00/family at the door.
Another focus during May will be  
the transformation of caterpillars  
into butterflies. We will read the  
story, “The Very Hungry Caterpillar” 
by Eric Carle. Using paint and 
watercolors we will create caterpillars 
and butterflies for the hall bulletin 
boards. Each class will also have a 
butterfly habitat to watch caterpillars 
grow into beautiful butterflies to be 
released outside.
We hope to see you come join in  
the celebration and participate with  
us on May 20th marching in the 
Birmingham Parade. Our annual 
Preschool Picnic will be held on 
Friday, May 25th 10:00-2:00 at 
Beverly Park. Everyone is welcome  
to attend! There will be a scavenger 
hunt, games and craft projects. Bring 
your own picnic lunch. It is a good 
opportunity to come and talk with 
these young preschool families. 
—Shar

Photos: Preschoolers used recyclable 
objects to craft these projects, which were 

on display in April. In the process, they 
learned more about the importance of 

reusing and recycling materials.
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From the Diocese of Michigan Standing Committee: 
An Update on the Episcopal Transition Process
The Standing Committee is pleased to report that both the Search and Nomi-
nation Committee and the Transitions Committee have had their mandatory 
weekend retreat: the Search and Nomination Committee in March, and the 
Transitions Committee in April. The retreats gave each committee a chance to 
spend time learning about their role and responsibilities in the transition 
process from our election consultant, The Rev. Kimberly Jackson from the 
Diocese of Atlanta.
As you may remember, the first communications regarding the transition 
emphasized that a successful transition process must be characterized by prayer 
and discernment. The retreats immersed the Search and Nomination Commit-
tee and Transition Committee members in the details of the episcopal transi-
tion process, while maintaining a prayerful focus. Also attending the retreats 
were the chaplains appointed by the Standing Committee for each Committee: 
The Rev. Karen Lewis for the Search and Nomination Committee, and The 
Rev. Bob Alltop for the Transitions Committee.
The Standing Committee attended both retreats as well. We joined with 
committee members for some shared work, Bible study, and a closing Eucharist, 
but took time as well to work separately on issues relating to our own responsi-
bilities in the process of episcopal transition. We also delivered the charge from 
the Standing Committee specifying the role and responsibilities of each 
committee. You will notice that the two charges, provided as part of this 
communication, have some common elements but are very different in impor-
tant ways. This is a reflection of the unique role of each committee.
Now that the retreats are over, the Search and Nominations Committee and 
Transitions Committee are hard at work on the tasks that lie in front of them. 
Our goal is to have the transition process be transparent, and you will hear from 
each committee as their work progresses. In another update, a revised timeline 
for the episcopal transition process is attached. We will continue to update this 
timeline as move along in the process. Meanwhile, we ask that you join your 
prayers with ours, as we all focus on creating an environment for the episcopal 
transition that is one of prayerful discernment. Here is the prayer, created by 
the Standing Committee, for use by our diocese during this process of transi-
tion.

O God our help in ages past, our hope for years to come; You have journeyed with 
your people Israel and we pray you, journey with us now, in this time of episcopal 
transition and change. Walk beside us on the road that is ahead, calm our fears, 
awaken our hope, and open our hearts, as together we seek your guidance. Inspire 
us, and those appointed to search for candidates, to discern your will for the Diocese 
of Michigan. May we put our whole trust in you as we look to Christ, the great 
shepherd of our souls; who together with the Holy Spirit is alive and reigns now 
and for ever. Amen. 

With God’s peace and blessings,
Ms. Ann Putallaz (President), St Clare of Assisi, Ann Arbor 
The Rev. Deon Johnson, St. Paul’s, Brighton 
The Rev. Joyce Matthews, Christ Church Cranbrook, Bloomfield Hills 
The Rev. Paula Miller, St. Michael and All Angels, Lincoln Park 
The Rev. William T. Roberts (Secretary), Emmaus, Walled Lake 
Mr. Geoffrey Smereck, St. John’s, Westland 
Dr. Peter Trumbore, St. Mary’s in-the-Hills, Lake Orion 
Ms. Juanita Woods, All Saints, Detroit

Bishop Transition Listening Sessions
The Search and Nomination 
Committee invites all in the 
Diocese of Michigan to listening 
sessions. These sessions will gather 
information from you about the 
people and places, blessings and 
challenges, hopes and dreams of 
our diocese. Your participation is 
vital as we develop our diocesan 
profile, a document that provides a 
vision of who we are today, who 
we have been, and who we hope to 
become. The profile will be 
provided to potential candidates 
for Bishop of the Diocese of 
Michigan in the Fall.
Each listening session will be 
facilitated by members of the 
Search and Nomination Commit-
tee. Participants will meet in small 
groups to respond to a brief series 
of questions. Your responses will 
be recorded anonymously and 
common themes will be included 
the diocesan profile.
Registration is encouraged, but 
not required. Register at:  
bit.ly/BishopListening 

•	 Saturday, May 12,  9 - 11:30 a.m. 
St. Stephen’s, Troy

•	 Tuesday, May 16, 6 - 8:30 p.m.  
Christ Church Grosse Pointe

•	 Sunday, May 20, 5 - 7:30 p.m.  
St. Paul’s, Brighton  
(With YAYA Breakout Session*) 

•	 Thursday, May 24, 6 - 8:30 p.m.  
St. Paul’s, Jackson 

•	 Saturday, June 2, 9 - 11:30 a.m. 
Cathedral Church of St. Paul, 
Detroit  
(With YAYA Breakout Session*) 

•	
*Though both the May 20 and 
June 2 events have specific “Youth 
and Young Adults” breakout 
sessions, all ages are welcome at all 
listening events, but youth are 
specifically encouraged to attend 
one of the two events with YAYA 
Breakout Sessions. 
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Our Mission 
INVITE you to the table 
ILLUMINATE our spiritual journey
SHARE Christ’s love with the world

St. James Vestry
2016–2019
Marty Bones
Lauri Christianson
John Everett
Daniel Righter

2017–2020
Ralph Castelli
Katie Haenggi
Pam Landgraf
Emily Johnson

2018-2021
Bill Booth
Julee Parker
Bill Ward
Michele Wogaman

Intercessions
IMMEDIATE PRAYER LIST:  Kiera, Ella, David K., Penny, Shirley, Maritza, 
David, Mark Principe, Pat Smith, Claire, Kathy, Jim, Nev Curtis, Frank 
Wilson, Lucy, Althea, Yolanda, Penelope, Mary, Barb, Melanie, Russell, Tom 
Woodside, Jim, Lisa, Tommi.
SUSTAINING PRAYER LIST:  Steve, Michelle Wells, Richard Wells, Jeannine, 
Ted, Trevor Sullivan, Engel Metaj, Vince Cardinale, Bertha Pastor, Dot, 
Dave, Truman, Logan Moralez, Merle Goatley, Elsie Righter, the Jensen 
family, James Olson and family, James, Pat Semivan, Benjamin Ziogas, Eula 
Fyke, James, George Stannis, John and Sue Womack, Anne, George, Joe 
Hardig, Barbara Livy, Elsie Overy, Sharon King, Jon Wickens, Meghan 
Baxter.
SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Bret Anstett, Andrew and Michelle Crowe, 
Brian Hertenstein, Geoffrey Hertenstein, Theodore Moran, Jeff Schultz, 
Hugo Stange.
IN MEMORIAM: Hal Levine.

Mark your Calendar
G.A.P. (God’s Awesome People) 
Sunday, May 6, 1-3 p.m.

Preschool Open House
Tuesday, May 8, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
Ice Cream Social! See p. 6 for more 
information.
St. James Bridge Group
Thursday, May 10, 1:00 p.m. in the Lounge

“A Technicolor Promise”  
Sunday, May 13 during the 10 a.m. service 
Junior Choir musical. See p. 2 for 
more details.
Harpsichordist Yago Mahugo 
Sunday, May 13, 3:00 p.m. 
Spanish harpsichordist and record-
ing artist Yago Mahugo returns to 
St. James. 
“The Legacy of a Letter” 
May 16, 1:00 p.m. 
Presented by All Saints Guild; open 
to everyone. Susan Tisdel draws 
on her knowledge as a stationer for 
over 25 years to remind you of the 
power of putting words on paper. 

The Music Lady, Beverly Meyer
Wednesday, May 16,   
6:00-7:30 p.m.
Pizza dinner and musical  
fun for all ages. See p. 6 for 
details.
Comfortable Conversations
Sunday, May 20, 12:00 p.m.  
in the Lounge. 
See Pam Landgraf for  
information.
G.A.P. (God’s Awesome People) 
Sunday, May 20, 1-3 p.m. 

Birmingham Hometown Parade
Sunday, May 20, 1:00 p.m. 
See p. 5 for details.
Graduate Recognition 
Sunday, May 27 at the 10:00 a.m. 
service
See p. 4 for information.
Les Écuries du Roi 
Sunday, May 27, 3:00 p.m. 
The early music group Les Écu-
ries du Roi presents a free concert 
of works by Bach, Couperin and 
others. Noted Baroque flutist 
Tom Moore is a guest performer.

Retirement Party for Shar Wickens 
and Peg Woodside 
Open House in Centennial Hall ,  
June 9, 1:00-5:00pm
After 50 years of combined service, 
Shar Wickens, our Preschool Direc-
tor, and Peg Woodside, the lead 
teacher of our kindergarten readi-
ness program, will be retiring at the 
end of the school year. In order to 
thank them, we are throwing a party 
from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, 
June 9. We encourage you to stop 
by and thank them for their long 
career loving our children and car-
ing for our families. 
Choral Evensong
Sunday, June 10, 4:00 p.m.

Vacation Bible School:  
Peace Lab 
Monday, June 18-Friday, June 22 
St. David’s, Southfield. 
See p. 4 for details, to sign up your 
child, and to volunteer. 
YAYA (Youth and Young Adults)  
at General Convention 
July 5 - 10, Austin, TX 
See p. 4 for details.
Mission: Possible Detroit  
August 5-10 
See p. 4 for details.

Don’t miss Margo Campbell’s needlepoint 
in the St. James Gallery! See story on p. 5.


