
Happening Today 

Santa’s Helpers Mark your calendars to help with the Santa’s Helpers 
outreach on Sunday, December 13 at 2 p.m. for the Gathering In and 
Monday, December 14 for the delivery to agency families. If you want to 
make a donation to this outreach- look for Santa’s Helpers (pink) pew 
envelopes and place in the offering plate. Please make checks out to St. James 
Church memo: Santa’s Helpers. Please join us in supporting this long standing 
St. James tradition. Questions? Contact Margo Campbell at 248.705.5719 or 
the Church Office. 

Adult Forum There will be no Adult Forum today. You are invited to join 
friends and Fr. Josh in Centennial Hall for coffee and fellowship. 

Christmas Flowers Our Altar Guild will continue the tradition of collecting 
Christmas flower memorial donations this year. The names of loved ones 
and thanksgivings will be listed in the Christmas bulletins. Look for flower 
donation forms in Centennial Hall. Altar Guild members will be on hand to 
collect after each Sunday service from November 29 to December 13 in 
Centennial Hall. Deadline for donations and names is Wednesday, 
December 16.  Questions? Contact Marianne Ganiard at 
msganiard@aol.com or 248.561.2253. 

Christmas Pageant Brunch Sunday, December 13 following the Christmas 
Pageant at the 10 a.m. worship service. Please sign up TODAY in 
Centennial Hall. Share this special Advent Sunday with a friend and 
neighbor. 

Achatz Pie Fundraiser! We are selling Achatz Pies as a fundraiser for the 
St. James Preschool. Today is the last day to place your order with Shar 
(Preschool Director).  Payment CASH or CHECK is due with the order.  All 
checks must be payable to St. James Church.  The pies will be delivered to the 
school on, December 14th and will be available to pick up from 11:00-3:00 
in the Breakfast Room.  
If you do not wish to participate, please consider a donation to St. James 
Preschool.  Thank you for your help in making our fundraiser a success! ~ 
St. James Preschool/ 248-644-0820, ext.7103; 
preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org 

Happening This Week 

Wednesdays Morning Eucharist Every Wednesday morning; 7:00 a.m. in 
the Chapel. 

Wednesday Bible Study Every Wednesday, 12 – 1:00 p.m. in the Lounge. 
Join us for an exploration of the coming weeks readings, as we discuss 
together the meanings we find in the book that is the foundation of our 
faith. The gospel this week is Luke 3:1-6. 

Giving Thanks for Food The St. James Gallery wall is now filled with 
images of food that St. James parishioners have painted, drawn, sculpted, 
photographed, needlepointed, knitted or collaged. Images of growing or 
preparing food, sharing food at a meal, or even art made out of food to 
celebrate this harvest time when we give thanks to God for the abundance 
given to us. 

 

Next Sunday 

St. Nicholas to Visit St. James  Join us as we celebrate St. Nicholas on this 
day in Advent with fun, festivity, and surprises. Learn more about the life of 
this follower of Christ who helps us remember Christmas is a feast of love, 
hope, kindness and generosity.  

St. James Christmas Concert Sunday, December 6; 4 p.m. in the Church. 
Enjoy great Christmas music with the St. James Choir, as they present 
Bach’s Magnificat and Handel’s Messiah with soloists:  Jeanne Bourget, 
soprano; Lauri Christianson, alto; Elaine Linstedt, soprano;  Josh Lovell, 
tenor; Susan McDonald, soprano; Luke Randall, bass along with the 
Orchestra of Baroque (trumpets, oboe D’amore, flutes, strings, timpani and 
harpsichord). Bring your family and friends and start your Advent off on a 
musical note! Free-will offering. 

Adult Forum Throughout the coming year we will be reading from the 
gospel of Luke. Join us at 9:00 for a discussion of major themes in this book. 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Church Office Volunteers Needed (Be a substitute or regular Church Office 
volunteer.) Our program year has been a busy one and the Church Office 
could use volunteers to answer the phones, door and do easy office work. 
Ask our current volunteers what it is like and look into your schedule to find 
some time to volunteer. The Church Office could use morning volunteers 
M-F from 10am-1pm. Let the Church Office know that you want to lend a 
hand.  

Greetings with a Smile! We seem to have no volunteers. With the Advent 
season upon us, it would be a wonderful hospitality to have a greeter at each 
of our doors every Sunday to welcome our fellow parishioners, but more 
importantly our many visitors who are coming to St. James. Duties are 
simple- we need folks who can welcome others with a smile and be able to 
point them in the right direction. Families are invited and encouraged to sign 
up together. Youth can do it as well. So can our older members, we can set a 
chair out if necessary! Please sign up in Centennial Hall or let the Church 
Office know you are interested. 

Save the Date 

Advent Glow: An Evening of Advent for All Women The women of St. 
James (along with friends and family) will gather for an evening of prayer 
and fellowship on Thursday, December 3, at 6:00 p.m. Questions on how to 
participate in this lovely experience? Contact Nancy Ward at 248.652.3581 
or Shay Pendray at 248.376.0410. 

Book Fair Thursday, December 10; 11 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. (with 
wine and appetizers) & Sunday, December 13; 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. in the 
Lounge. Just in time for the holidays! Usbourne Books will host the book 
fair as a fundraiser for St. James Preschool. Pick up a flyer in Centennial Hall 
for details. 

St. James Book Club Join us every second Saturday (December 12) of the 
month for good conversation and fellowship. The October- December book 
for discussion is Zealot by Reza Aslan. Join us for Part 3 on December 12th. 
All parishioners and their friends are welcome to attend. Please contact Barb 
Spencer with any questions. 

Greening of the Church Saturday, December 19 at 10am. Join us in the 
Church to hang the greens. Volunteers will be provided light refreshments 
(cookies and cocoa), so please let us know you are coming. 

From the Youth Pastor 

Pageant Rehearsal Dates See the November newsletter- The Spirit for 
more info. Save the dates for this year’s Christmas pageant rehearsals: 

 Saturday, December 5 from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday, December 6 following the 10:00 a.m. worship service. (A 

light lunch will be served first!) 
 Saturday, December 12 from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. DRESS REHEARSAL 

 Sunday, December 13 – Pageant during 10am service 

G.A.P. meets the first and third Sundays of the month from 1pm to 3pm. 
All youth in grades 6th through 12th are invited to join us, even if you’ve 
never been here before.  

Sunday, December 6 We’ll be enjoying a great lunch from Brooklyn 
Pizza courtesy of Fr. Josh, thanks to the Youth Group winning the 
CROP Walk Challenge! Join us for a time of fellowship and fun as we 
share some of our favorite inspirational YouTube clips! 
Sunday, December 20  It’s time for our Annual Christmas Party! There 
will be the Christmas Carol Quiz, Guess the Christmas Movie, and 
Reindeer Games! Bring a wrapped gift worth $10 for the traditional gift 
exchange. And yes, there will be food! 

For Our Little Ones – A Soft Space What is a “Soft Space”? It’s an area in 
a church where families with young children would feel comfortable and 
safe worshiping in our sanctuary. Here at St. James we have created a “soft 
space” in the back corner of the church. There is an area rug and several 
rocking chairs along with quiet toys, books, and coloring sheets. 

Many thanks to the Booth family, the Moss family, the Ward family, the 
Righter family, and the Wickens family for their donations. 

Outreach 

Thank you!  We delivered 384 pairs of socks to South Oakland Shelter. As 
Kid President would say, “Keep on being awesome!” 

What Is #Givingtuesday? We have a day for giving thanks. We have Black 
Friday and then Cyber Monday. Now, there’s #GivingTuesday, a global day 
dedicated to giving back. On Tuesday, December 1, 2015, charities, families, 
businesses, community centers, and students around the world will come 
together for one common purpose: to celebrate generosity and to give. 

It’s a simple idea. Just find a way for your family, your community, your 
company or your organization to come together to give something more. 
You can give a boost.  You can give some hope or some help. Give your 
time. Give until it hurts. Give because it helps. It doesn’t matter how much 
you give or what you give only THAT you give. Join us and be a part of a 
global celebration of a new tradition of generosity. 

Here’s the list of organizations that St. James supports with our time, talents, 
and treasures: Baldwin Center; Mariner's; PATH Lighthouse; Crossroads; 
Birmingham NEXT; South Oakland Shelter; Crossover Flint; Greenfield 
Union; Michigan United; Micah 6; Santa's Helpers. 
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STAFF 
 

The Reverend Joshua A. Hoover 
Priest-in-Charge 

josh@stjamesbirmingham.org 
ext. 7222/ cellphone: 810.620.5402 

 

Fred DeHaven 
Interim Director of Music Ministries 
music@stjamesbirmingham.org 

ext. 7206 

Chris Gannon 
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chris@stjamesbirmingham.org 
ext. 7203 
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Matt Horn 
Evangelism 
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Pam Righter 
Stewardship 

Nate Schmidt 
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OTHER OFFICERS 
Katy Noser 
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Intercessions 
 

IMMEDIATE PRAYER LIST: Suzy Williams, Nancy Johnson Smith, 
Sarabeth, Steve, Ann Carter, Elsie Righter, Judy Hoeffler, Ronda Harris, 
Karen Rohder 

SUSTAINING PRAYER LIST: Henry Moye, Joan Adams, Jeannine, Ted & 
Betty, Vince Cardinale, Phil Werner, Cathy Nelson, Michelle Wells, 
Richard Wells, Bertha Pastor, The Deneweth Family, Rosa Matthews, 
Alex, Jill, L.P. Jones, Pam Landgraf, Bob Pullar, Kathy, Ramiro Lopez, 
Ben, Engel Metaj, Trevor Sullivan, David Hayes, Neil Fichtenberg,  
Jessica Jensen, Aunt Cynthia, Mary, Less Lessenthien, Dick Remus, 
Megan Baxter, Ray McPartlin, Brian Wilson, Elizabeth Wilson, Dot, 
Dave, Mark Roby, Casey McComsey 

SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Bret Anstett, Andrew Crowe, Michelle 
Crowe, Kirk Jackson, Eric Kaltz, Brian Hertenstein, Geoffrey 
Hertenstein, Katie Koetting, Matthew Koetting, Jeff Schultz, Isabel 
Ziogas, Theodore Moran 

IN MEMORY: The prayers of the parish are requested for the repose of the 
souls of Rev. Bill Bones, Jim Clark, Mary Linabury, and Tracey O’Day 
(Sharon Frost’s cousin). 

ALTAR ARRANGEMENTS: The altar arrangement this Sunday is given to 
the Glory of God and in loving memory of Rev. Bill Bones and         
Jim Clark from their loving families. 

 

 

NOVEMBER 29, 2015 

 
How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! 

My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD; 
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. (Psalm 84:1) 

In the name of Jesus Christ, welcome to St. James. We are glad you are 
here, and hope you find in us a community that provides healing, 
proclaims hope, and practices God’s unconditional love.  

To our visitors: After services, we invite you to join us for refreshments 
and hospitality downstairs in Centennial Hall. Meet new friends and ask 
questions. If you want to know more about what we believe and do, we 
invite you to speak to the clergy, an usher, or a Vestry member. For more 
formal information, please fill out a welcome card in the pew and 
place it in the offering plate.  

Preparation for Worship 
Please refrain from conversation 
during the musical prelude; it is a time 
of prayer and meditation for many. 

Receiving Communion 
The Risen Christ welcomes you to His 
table to feast in the banquet of the 
Kingdom of God. We receive the sacrament at the altar rail either standing 
or kneeling. If you are unable to come to the rail, please notify an usher 
and communion will be brought to you. You may drink directly from the 
chalice or dip the bread into the wine. Gluten-free wafers are offered by 
indicating your need to the priest at the altar rail. 

Children and Youth 
Children of all ages are always welcome during worship. Please check out 
our ‘soft space’ in the back corner of the church. We do have a nursery for 
newborns – 3yr. olds if you prefer. Youth (grades 6-12) gather at 9am for 
Rite 13 and Journey to Adulthood classes. Children and youth, ages 3 to 
grade 5, leave the 10am worship at the beginning to gather in Chapel and 
then classes. They return for communion. We encourage all members of 
the body of Christ no matter their age to receive communion. The 
worship bags at the back of the church contain age appropriate materials 
for children to use during the liturgy. Please ask an usher if you need 
assistance finding one.  

Coffee Hour 
Please join us in Centennial Hall following worship for refreshment and 
fellowship.   

 

SERVERS IN SUNDAY 
 WORSHIP SERVICES 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2015 
8 a.m. 

EM         Bill Ward 
Lector     Carol Woolsey 

10 a.m. 
EM         Mark Parson   
               Nancy Schutte 
Lectors     Murray Christianson    
               Chuck Furchak 
Acolytes  Samantha Tousignant 
                Alexandra Tousignant 
               Shane Guenther 
               William Hoover 
               Sophia Sutter 

Altar Guild 
Barb Maertens, Mickie Frederick, Lauri 
Chrisitanson 

Ushers 
8 a.m.    Pete Kass & Gordon Fox 
10 a.m.  Rick Cowan and Usher Team 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2015 
8 a.m. 

EM         Mary Gospel 
Lector    Tim Fusco 

10 a.m. 
EM         Mark Parson   
               David Stout 
Lectors    Elaine Linstedt    
               Michelle Boice 
Acolytes  Vivian Righter 
                Daniel Righter 
               Abby Righter 
               Rachel Cryberg 
 

Altar Guild 
Barb Maertens, Mickie Frederick, Lauri 
Chrisitanson 

Ushers 
8 a.m.    Pete Kass & Gordon Fox 
10 a.m.  Rick Cowan and Usher Team 

http://www.stjamesbirmingham.org/

