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While preparing for our All Souls’ 
remembrance on November 5, my 
mind has been on the amazing 
history of St. James. Our church 
launched Community House, still 
a vibrant part of Birmingham. We 
started St. Anne’s Mead, one of the 
first care facilities of its kind and 
still improving – they are expanding 
with a new memory care unit, and 
St. James members are helping. And 
we founded St. David’s Episcopal 
Church in Southfield, a church that 
is still thriving and with whom we 
partner in multiple ways.

These are the eye-catching things 
that are easy to brag about around 
Birmingham and the diocese. But 
lately, my mind has turned to more 
personal things. In her Stewardship 
talk on October 15, Rachel Cryberg 
talked about the relationships that 
she has experienced at St. James. 
She shared how deeply meaning-
ful  she found being accepted by the 
Early Birds (those who attend the 7 
a.m. Holy Eucharist and breakfast 
each week) and how she has been 
shaped and supported by her in-
volvement in our youth programs. 

This made me think of how I have 
heard similar stories from many 
people, both current members and 
those who’ve moved away, who grew 
up at St. James. From Frank Barnes 
as the voice of God in pageants and 
plays to experiences in choir and 
especially choir camp, St. James has 
helped shape the faith and very be-
ing of so many people.

The following week, Lou Simpson 
discussed the importance of the 
people of St. James to her. She de-
scribed being uplifted, challenged, 
comforted and loved by the mem-
bers of her church. This community 
has been one of the most important 
parts of her life, and she sees that 
tangibly in both the ways we treat 
one another, but also in the care 
people have taken as they give of 
themselves and their money to care 
for and add to the church building. 

Lou mentioned the bells in her talk 
and it reminded me of the anony-
mous caller who was concerned 
when our bells didn’t ring one day 
at noon (we had turned them off for 
a funeral). When our bells, given by 
members, ring or our fish, knit by 
some of the same people, hang out-
side, we are showing both the com-
munity and one another that there 
is life, joy, and community to be had 
in this place.

Finally, on October 29, Steve 
Wogaman, a newer member of our 
church, shared how St. James has 
become a part of his family’s life. 
Without St. James, Steve said, their 
Michigan would not be the same. In 
arriving at St. James and being in-
cluded in the life of this parish, they 
have found their home. 

Steve made me think about how 
my own family has grown in the 
three short years we have been at 
St. James. What does it mean to 
us to have the support of so many 
incredible people and programs for 
our children, and for Allie and me? 
We feel blessed to be here, and we 

accept the challenge to take a step in 
our giving this year. As Steve point-
ed out, there are some blessings that 
are worth far more than any pledge 
we could give the church; “how do 
we thank God for that?”

During the second week of Novem-
ber you will be mailed an invitation 
to pledge for 2018. Before you fill 
it out, I ask you to consider, what 
would you have said, if the Steward-
ship Committee had asked you to 
speak this year? What would you 
have shared about how St. James 
has helped you grow, supported you, 
inspired you, or simply been a refuge 
in the storm of life? Only then, in 
thanksgiving for all God’s blessings, 
decide what step you want to take in 
supporting your church, your home.

Faithfully,  
— Josh

Pastor Chris welcomes into the world 
Claire Margaret Osikowicz, daughter of 
Lisa and Bryant Osikowicz and grand-
daughter of Jim and Margo Campbell.

Welcome Baby Claire!



2 The Spirit

The Reverend Joshua A. Hoover,  
Rector
St. James Episcopal Church
355 West Maple Road 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
www.stjamesbirmingham.org
Phone    248.644.0820

The Spirit is a monthly newsletter 
published for members and friends 
of St. James. We are always looking 
for photographs of church events! 
The deadline for submission is the 
15th of each month for the following 
month’s issue. Please email articles 
and/or photos to: churchoffice@
stjamesbirmingham.org or call the 
Parish Administrator, at ext.7200.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays 8 and 10 a.m. 
Wednesdays 7 a.m.  
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
PASTORAL CARE
For pastoral emergencies, please 
contact Fr. Josh Hoover at 810. 
620.5402
SUNDAYS
8 a.m.          Eucharist (Church)
9 a.m.          Educational          
                    Opportunities
10 a.m.        Eucharist (Church)
10:10 a.m.   Church School (Pre-K  
                    through 5th grades)
TUESDAYS
7 p.m.          Toastmasters (2nd, 4th)
7:30 p.m.     AA
WEDNESDAYS  
7 a.m.          Eucharist (Chapel)
7:30 a.m.     Fellowship & Coffee 
12 p.m.        Bible Study (Lounge)    
THURSDAYS 
12 p.m.        AA
SATURDAYS 
9 a.m.          Knitting (Lounge)

Two-Minute Theology
Altar or Table
The Rev. Josh Hoover

At different times you have probably heard the furniture at the church called 
both a table and an altar. If you have read any of these articles before it probably 
won’t surprise you to learn that neither one is right or wrong. In typical Anglican 
fashion, we hold up two truths in tension with each other, focusing on what each 
says about the meaning of communion. While they are not opposites, they do 
imply very different things are happening when we approach and eat, and most 
of us want to keep the rich meaning of both words. So where do each of these 
come from and what does each imply about Holy Eucharist?
Altar – When we talk about an altar, we are in a long tradition in both Judaism 
and many other religions of offering up sacrifices to God. In Judaism, this was 
always done in the temple as one of several rituals depending on what the goal 
of the petitioner was. Meat, incense, grain, and even liquids were burned on the 
altar to earn forgiveness or God’s favor.
When we talk about altar in the Christian church it is because we no longer 
need to do these things. Jesus’s sacrifice by willingly going to the cross is the only 
sacrifice necessary. Eucharistic Prayer 1 says that Jesus, “made there, by his one 
oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, 
and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy 
Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death 
and sacrifice, until his coming again.” In other words, when we gather for com-
munion, we are reenacting and remembering that one sacrifice that means we 
don’t need to sacrifice any more.
Therefore, use of the word altar reminds us mostly that Jesus died on our behalf, 
and invites us to consider what that means for our life and relationship with God.
Table – Stress on the table, on the other hand, serves as a way to remind us that 
we are reenacting not just a sacrifice, but a meal. We use the words of institution 
( Jesus took bread, blessed, broke, and gave it) in order to focus on the teachings 
of Jesus and what it means to share in this moment when we take a part of God 
into ourselves.
Table moves the stress away from sacrifice to communion, the act of being one. 
Through the act, the priest does not make a sacrifice for the people, but joins 
them in being made one with God and each other. This may be best expressed 
by Paul in his letter to the Corinthians when he says, “We who are many are 
one body, because we all share in one bread, one cup.” This is also why we take 
communion out to those who are homebound or in hospital… we are sharing 
the meal and reminding them that they are a part of the community that is our 
church.
I stress again that neither of these interpretations is wrong, but that the richness 
of what God does for us in the sacrament of Holy Communion goes beyond 
what either word or any one teaching can describe. Whether we call it a table or 
an altar, may we all remember that it is in this act that we are connected both to 
the great cloud of witnesses and to Jesus’ sacrifice itself. 

Clean-up Day 
Sunday, November 12 after the 10:00 Service

The Property Committee seeks your help preparing our grounds for winter. Wear 
your jeans (or other gardening clothes) to church on the 12th and then help us 
trim, rake, clean, and bed down the plants around and in St. James to prepare for 
the cold weather. Some supplies will be on hand, but you can help by bringing 
some of your own. If you have any questions, contact Marianne Ganiard.
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Music Notes
GLENN BURDETTE—ext. 7206 
music@stjamesbirmingham.org
The choir did a superb job of offer-
ing choral evensong for the feast 
of St. Michael and All Angels on 
October 1, joined by several of our 
St. James Ringers for the appointed 
psalm. Thanks to David McDonald 
for leading the choir on October 
22 while I was out of town, to Sara 
Carlson for leading the junior choir 
on that day, and to Ray Stilwell for 
serving as organist. The junior choir 
sang beautifully on that day, and will 
next sing on November 12. The St. 
James Ringers recently welcomed 
Debra Lawson to the group. This 
is a good time to mention that we 
are always looking to welcome new 
ringers and new singers in all of our 
groups. Speak to me or any singer or 

Financial Update
These are our financials updated through the end of September. Please feel free  
to talk to vestry, Peggy John, or Fr. Josh if you have any questions.

   Actual  Budgeted Difference
September Income  $ 26,313  $30,258  $-3,945
YTD Income  $ 387,821  $ 399,169  $-11,348
YTD Expenses  $ 544,732   $548,841   $-4,109
YTD Over/Under  $-20, 250  $-24,706   $4,456
Transfer Amount from Parish Fund to date: $ 136,661    
Budgeted Transfer for Year: $ 183,700 
5% of Parish Fund (goal number for transfers): $140,000

Vestry Update
At their October meeting, the vestry:
• Debriefed A Day to Give Back and suggested changes for next year
• Discussed importance of participation in the 2017 Stewardship Campaign
• Heard updates from Personnel, Property, and plans for Winter Markt
• Approved members to serve on Nominating Committee
• Discussed need for a new treasurer to replace Katy Noser and a secretary 
of the Vestry
• Approved final delegation for Diocesan Convention

ringer at any time.
On November 5 the St. James choir 
and instrumentalists will present the 
Requiem setting by Gabriel Faure 
during the 10 o’clock Eucharist. On 
the following Sunday, November 12, 
the gentlemen of the choir will mark 
the 500th anniversary of the Protes-
tant Reformation by singing “Non 
moriar sed vivam” (I shall not die 
but live), Luther’s only specifically 
choral composition. 
Then on Sunday, November 19, at 3 
p.m., the Oakland Choral Society 
returns to St. James to present “Ba-
roque Around the World,” a concert 
featuring Spanish, Czech, Peruvian, 
French, Italian, German, and Eng-
lish music. 

Please save time in the usually busy 
month of December for Lessons 
and Carols for Advent. This year 
it will be on the second Sunday of 
Advent, December 10, at 4 p.m., and 
will be a good way, for a few mo-
ments, to set aside the trivial and 
ephemeral in favor of the important 
and eternal. 
Another way to do so, on any 
Wednesday evening, is to join our 
choir in offering the ancient prayer 
service of Compline at 9:00 p.m. in 
the church. Similar to evensong, but 
much shorter (about 15 minutes), the 
recitation of compline is a simple 
and meditative way of ending the 
busy and sometimes hectic day. 

—Glenn

Amazon Smile 
Preparing for Christmas shopping? Is there a birthday in your family coming 
up? If you’re planning to order online, remember that St. James can get a small 
percentage of any purchase you make from Amazon.com at no extra expense 
to you. All you have to do is go to https://smile.amazon.com/ and when asked 
who you want to support, type in “St. James Protestant Episcopal Church”.  
One small step can make a real difference. Thank you for continuing to support 
St. James!

Pledge Cards Due  
November 19
Our Stewardship finishes this month 
with the Big Event on Saturday, No-
vember 4. We look forward to seeing 
you there. After the Big Event, you 
will receive your invitation to pledge 
in the mail. Your pledges will be 
lifted up and blessed during both 
services on November 19. We ask 
that you get your pledge in by that 
date in order to help the Finance 
Committee and Vestry make an ac-
curate and timely budget for 2018.
The Stewardship Committee extends 
a special thank you to Shay Pendray 
and all who are organizing food and 
entertainment for the Big Event and 
to Rachel Cryberg, Lou Simpson, 
and Steve Wogaman who gave our 
Sunday morning Stewardship talks.
 

Thank you for your  
2018 pledge! 
For your convenience, pledge  
payments and other gifts to the 
church can be made online at 
stjamesbirmingham.org/give
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From the Associate 
for Formation and 
Outreach
CHRIS GANNON—ext. 7203 
chris@stjamesbirmingham.org
G.A.P. (God’s Awesome People)  
YOUTH FELLOWSHIP GATHERINGS
Our youth (grades 6th and up) meet 
on the 1st and 3rd Sundays for a 
time of fellowship, fun, prayer, and 
food, from 1pm to 3pm.  We also 
gather at other times, just because 
we love being together!
Sunday, November 5   
The theme is #LoveYourSelfie! We 
hope that ALL youth grades 6th 
and up can join us for this very 
special GAP!
Sunday, November 19 
In addition to our discussion and 
game time, G.A.P. will be preparing 
items for the upcoming Winter-
Markt where St. James will have  
a booth.

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT INFORMATION 
During the 10 a.m. worship service on Sunday, December 17.  
Please invite your friends and family and sign up to join us for our Annual 
Pageant Brunch. Please sign up for the brunch by Wednesday, December 13. 
Attention, parents of our youth: We will have five practices to get ready for the 
pageant.  Please mark your calendars and let Pastor Chris know if your young 
person wants to be involved.
Sunday, November 19 following the 10 a.m. worship service 
Sunday, December 3 following the 10 a.m. worship service 
Saturday, December 9, 9:30 - 11 a.m. 
Sunday, December 10 following the 10 a.m. worship service 
Saturday, December 16, 9:30 - 11 a.m. DRESS REHEARSAL

Adult Forum 
Sundays at 9:05 in the Lounge
We have finished our book about how 
we read the Bible and have moved on 
to learning more about what we can 
find in the Bible. This is being done 
by genre. We started October 22 with 
the Torah, or first five books, and then 
discussed the books of History on Oc-
tober 29. The schedule for November 
is listed below. We will talk each week 
about the assigned genre, what books 
or parts of books fit into it, and what 
we learn from reading it. Finally, each 
week, we will try to present at least one 
story that you may not be familiar with.
This is a survey. No knowledge of the 
Bible is expected. We think, in fact, that 
this is an excellent place to start.
     November 5 – Prophecy
     November 12 – Poetry
     November 19 – Gospels
     November 26 – No forum  
    (Thanksgiving  weekend)

In December we will cover Pauline 
letters and Apocalyptic literature before 
concluding our course. 

HAPPENING 
November 17 to 19 at St. John’s in Midland

Happening is a retreat weekend for 
high school students.  What can you 
expect?  Everything from praying to 
playing, and from singing to sleeping.  
There are talks, small groups, free time 
and fun.  We come together to praise 
God in an amazing environment, and 
invite all high schoolers to join us. 
Open to youth in grades 9-12.
Happening is more than a Youth Event.  
It’s an experience. You’ll find yourself 
telling your friends, your family, and 
even complete strangers of the things 
that you encountered at Happening! 
Please let Pastor Chris know if you are 
interested.  The deadline to register for 
Happening is Nov 8, 2017.

A Day to Give Back
St. James gives a huge thanks to all 
those who came out for a Day to Give 
Back. We did some good work, learned 
about some of the great work happen-
ing in the area, ate some great food, and 
had some laughs along the way. Over 
the course of the day, we created the 
following:
• Denim and plastic cut out for 27 

pairs of children’s shoes
• 4 boards painted to brighten strug-

gling neighborhoods in Detroit
• 5 Blankets tied to give out to children 

in emergencies
• 36 notes completed to go with relief 

kits for those affected by hurricanes
• 163 Kindness Rocks painted
• Work done on several preemie caps 

for local hospitals

Breakfast With Santa 
Saturday, December 2nd at 9 and 11:30am

Many of you might be familiar with 
Birmingham Youth Assistance’s trade-
mark holiday event “Breakfast with 
Santa”. This year we have the pleasure 
of hosting the event here at St. James! 
It’s a busy weekend in Birmingham 
with the Winter Markt but that makes 
it all the more exciting.
BYA is looking for volunteers (middle 
school on up) to help with the event 
that day. Youth can receive community 
service hours for their time. Young and 
older please let Pastor Chris know that 
you can help! Help us welcome these 
young families to our church.
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Pets Go to Church! 
Pictures from the Blessing of the Animals

Many churches hold a Blessing of 
the Animals on or near the feast of 
St. Francis (October 4), who, because 
of his love of all God’s creatures, is 
a patron saint of animals. St. James 
once again observed this annual 
tradition on Sunday, October 8, 
and many adorable pets brought 
their humans along! Gathered on 
the front steps of the church, we 
said prayers together, and each pet 
received a personal blessing (and a 
yummy treat). 
The congregation consisted mostly 
of dogs and their humans, but we 
also had a beautiful bird, and a tiny 
foster kitten – who was too shy to be 
photographed, but has already found 
her “forever home”!

Clockwise, from above: Fr. Josh with the 
Wogaman family’s bird (the rest of the 
Wogamans’ menagerie was blessed via 
iPhone); Marty Bones’ companion, Rocky; 
Annie Cardinale and Oscar; the Gannon-
Scott pups Dolly and Kennedy;  the 
Hoover family dog, Brynn; Margo and Lisa 
with  Maggie and Toskey.

“Live without fear: your Creator has 
made you holy, has always protected 
you, and loves you as a mother. Go in 
peace to follow the good road, and may 
God’s blessing be with you always.”  
— Blessing of the Animals

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
Sunday, November 19 5:00 at First Presbyterian Church of Birmingham

Giving thanks for the many blessings bestowed on us is not just an American or a Christian tradition. Rituals for thanks- 
giving can be found in cultures and religions around the globe. This makes our yearly celebration a great one to share 
with others in the community. On Sunday, November 19 we are launching a new interfaith service in Birmingham. We 
will gather with members of many churches, mosques, and synagogues to share parts of our various traditions and to give 
thanks together.
After the service, we will gather for a special meal (food being another thing that binds our disparate communities togeth-
er). It would be wonderful to see a strong group from St. James participating in this service. You will have a chance to meet 
new people and to experience new traditions. The service begins at 5:00 and the meal at 6:00 at First Presbyterian Church. 
We will also be collecting non-perishable food items to benefit Haven (which supports victims of domestic violence) and 
The Welcome Inn (Oakland County’s only low-barrier winter day shelter). Your contribution would be greatly appreciated!
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St. James Preschool
SHAR WICKENS—248.644.4071
preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org
What a gorgeous fall this year! The 
children have been able to walk 
to the park daily due to this warm 
autumn. Everyone has so enjoyed 
looking at the colorful fish out-
side the building, thanks to the 
knitting ladies of St. James. 
We would like to invite you to be part 
of a new science area! We ask that you 
bring in some indoor plants for the 
children to take care of at the science 
table. We can assure you that they will 
be loved and cared for by the children.  
We had a perfect day for the field 
trip to Stage Nature Center. Pictures 
(right) show the walk through the 
woods and pressing apples for cider.

We will be having our Feast Day to 
celebrate Thanksgiving with some 
residents from the Baldwin House 
this year. The five year old class will 
perform a little play for them about  
a “Big Turkey”!
Thank you for making our Achatz 
pie fundraiser such a success! Your 
pies will be available to pick up on 
Friday, November 10th from the 
Breakfast Room. If you have any 
questions call Shar Wickens, Pre-
school Director at 248-644-4071.  
 — Shar

Did you know...  

Trivia Night! 
November 11 at 5:00

Do you already know that it was 
Van McCoy who took The Hustle to 
number one on the charts in 1975? 
Did you have a history teacher who 
made you memorize the name of 
every president and vice president?  
Have you memorized the names of 
every Detroit Tiger to ever start in 
the uniform? St. James Trivia Night 
is the place where you can finally get 
credit for all the weird things rat-
tling around in your brain.
While we expect this to be a fun 
night full of laughter and good food, 
there is something more serious 
happening as well. One of our goals 
as a church is to build relation-
ship with others in the community. 
Preschool families are being invited 
to also join us so we can get to know 
these families who use our build-
ing a little better. If things go well, 
we may even expand to the general 
public. Cost is $10 per person and 
includes Trivia, food, and soft drinks. 
If you prefer other beverages they 
are BYO. Child care will be available 
at $5 per child. For more informa-
tion see Amanda Reister.

 

The Top 10 Reasons Why Children are Welcomed in our Church

10  Repeated exposure to the sights, sounds, and symbols of the Eucharist 
help form all Christians.
9     Children actually like sitting in those usually-empty front row seats so 
they can see and hear what’s going on.
8     It would be expensive to repaint all those signs to read, “The Episcopal 
Church Only Welcomes Adults.”
7     Practice makes perfect—teaching young children to enjoy and participate 
in the service helps them become active and receptive worshipping adults.
6     There are no pop quizzes at the Communion rail. We all experience the 
Eucharist as a mystery...you don’t have to be able to explain it in order to 
benefit from it.
5     Children have their own unique relationships with God. Being in church 
helps them learn how to pray, sing, worship, and otherwise strengthen that 
relationship.
4     If children aren’t in church, who are the candy-unwrapping, restless, 
coughing, whispering adults going to blame for the noise?
3     Sunday services make great family-togetherness time. Use the quiet space 
for extra hand-holding or snuggling time that may get lost during a busy 
week.
2     Children teach us what absolute joy looks like—and what better place to 
experience that than in church?
And the number one reason why children are welcomed in our church:

1     The circle of God’s family is incomplete without them!
 

Top 10 List by Tracey E. Herzer. Used with permission. www.NAECD.org

The Preschool now has its own telephone number!  The church office can still transfer your 
call, but if you’d like to reach the Preschool directly, the new number is 248.644.4071. 
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HandUp, a San Francisco startup 
providing fundraising software to 
human service organizations, has 
some big news: their platform has 
been acquired by South Oakland 
Shelter (SOS). Starting November 
1st, 2017, SOS will officially take 
ownership of HandUp’s technology 
and will keep its online products 
accessible to nonprofits in the Bay 
Area and across the country.
In 2013, HandUp launched as a 
public benefit corporation with the 
mission to use technology and the 
power of human relationships to 
fight urban poverty. It has raised 
$2.4 million in donations for 100 
nonprofits across the country, help-
ing 25,000 people meet basic needs 
like housing and medical care.
“This is a big milestone for us after 
four years of building HandUp and 
scaling across the country. We’re 
excited our mission and technology 
will live on with SOS,” says CEO 
Rose Broome.SOS became Hand-
Up’s first nonprofit partner outside 

of San Francisco in 2014. They were 
working to build their own fundrais-
ing platform when they discovered 
HandUp already existed. Three years 
later, SOS is one of HandUp’s most 
active partners and has spearheaded 
new initiatives using the platform. 
SOS secured $100,000 in grants 
from the McGregor Fund and The 
Community Foundation for South-
east Michigan to launch the Hand-
Up Detroit Collaborative.
SOS CEO Ryan Hertz writes, 
“HandUp’s tools have empowered 
us to better fulfill our own mission: 
building communities that end 
homelessness. We are proud to in-
herit and continue HandUp’s legacy 
as we extend our work into building 
digital communities.”
To learn more about the transition, 
visit blog.handup.org/sos-transition. 
To support homeless neighbors in 
need, visit handup.org.
Source: SOS news release available at 
http://southoaklandshelter.org/wp-content/
uploads/HandUp-SOS-Transition-Press-
Release-10-10-17.pdf

Exciting News from South Oakland Shelter!
Fundraising for homelessness startup, HandUp acquired by Metro Detroit nonprofit

Tutors Wanted — Tutoring has 
begun at Greenfield Union School 
and we’re happy to welcome Matt 
Horn and Father Josh as fellow 
tutors. Apparently, our reputation 
at the school is a positive one. A 
new first-grade teacher personally 
requested tutoring assistance for her 
class. We may be able to honor her 
request from our current group, but 
it would be even easier to provide 
help if additional volunteers could 
join us. Is this outreach work for 
you? Professional teaching experi-
ence is not required. Anyone willing 
to listen to a child and help him/her 
navigate school work already has 
excellent credentials. Please contact 
Susan McDonald at elizamc428@
comcast.net if this kind of experi-
ence speaks to you.

Church Officers Needed — We are 
looking for volunteers to fill the 
roles of Treasurer and Secretary to 
the Vestry. 
We are grateful to Katy Noser for 
several years of dedicated service 
as Treasurer, and would like to let 
her move on to other things. The 
Treasurer works with the Finance 
Committee in crafting a budget to 
recommend to the Vestry. In ad-
dition, he or she reports on the 
church’s financial performance to 
the Vestry.
The Secretary of the Vestry attends 
Vestry meetings and records minutes 
which are submitted to the Parish 
Administrator to be approved in the 
following Vestry meeting.
Interested? Speak with Fr. Josh or 
contact the Church office.

Opportunities to Serve 
Archivist Sought — Over many 
years, Nancy Platz did a wonderful 
job of keeping up our archives. She 
clipped newspaper articles, printed 
out obituaries, compiled pictures 
and made sure that we have a record 
of the good work being done at St. 
James. The office is currently looking 
for her successor. Ideally, this would 
be someone who could not only 
compile new items for the archives, 
but could also begin the process of 
digitalizing the good work Nancy 
did in the past. If this sounds like 
you, please contact Elaine, in the 
office, or talk to Fr. Josh.

Birmingham Museum 
Requests Local Stories
The People of Birmingham:  
Celebrating 200 Years of Stories
The Birmingham Museum invites 
St. James members and groups to 
share stories about people in Bir-
mingham’s past or present. This 
person can be anyone from the pres-
ent or the past—a friend or family 
member, an ancestor, a neighbor, or 
someone you remember growing up 
that made an impression on you.
These stories will be arranged by 
the museum onto panels displayed 
in 2018, which marks the 200-year 
anniversary of the first land purchase 
in what would become Birmingham.
For more information or to submit 
your stories online, visit  
http://www.bhamgov.org/People 
ofBirmingham2018Exhibit.
Deadlines are in mid-December 
and mid-March. Perhaps St. James 
groups could scour the archives to 
tell stories of folks from this church’s 
long history here in Birmingham!
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Our Mission 
INVITE you to the table 
ILLUMINATE our spiritual journey
SHARE Christ’s love with the world

St. James Vestry
2015–2018
David Lydy
Susan McDonald
Pam Righter
Nate Schmidt

2016–2019
Marty Bones
Lauri Christianson
John Everett
Daniel Righter

2017–2020
Ralph Castelli
Katie Haenggi
Pam Landgraf
Emily Johnson

Intercessions
IMMEDIATE PRAYER LIST: Kiera, Neil Everett, Ella, David K., Penny, Shirley, Liam Kessel, The Hurd family, Maritza, David, 
Mark Principe, John Slocum, Meghan Baxter, Danny, Barb, Pat Smith, Cynthia, Rich, Gwen, John and Sue.
SUSTAINING PRAYER LIST: Ed Proctor, Jill, Steve, Michelle Wells, Richard Wells, Jeannine, Ted, Trevor Sullivan, Judy Hoeffler, 
Engel Metaj, Vince Cardinale, Bertha Pastor, Dot and Dave, Dad, Lucy, Truman, Logan Moralez, Merle Goatley, Elsie Righter, 
the Jensen family, the LaRocca-Hammond family, James Olson and family, James, Pat Semivan, Benjamin Ziogas, Eula Fyke, 
James, George Stannis, John Womack, Anne, George, Joe Hardig, Barbara Livy, Isabel Ziogas, all those affected by hurricanes  
and forest fires.
SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Bret Anstett, Andrew and Michelle Crowe, Kirk Jackson, Brian Hertenstein, Geoffrey  
Hertenstein, Theodore Moran, Jeff Schultz, Hugo Stange.
IN MEMORIAM: Phil Werner, Sylvester Galczyk (family friend of Ed and Sachi Sutter), Jerry Heller, Lois Jones.

Mark your Calendar
The Big Event
Saturday, November 4

Time to “Fall Back”! 
Sunday, November 5

The first weekend of November is 
when we fall back one hour. After 
you attend the Big Event, don’t for-
get to set your clocks back one hour. 
If you come to church early, Fr. Josh 
might put you to work.
All Souls (Observed)  
Sunday, November 5. 
The choir will sing Gabriel Fauré’s 
Requiem during the 10 a.m. service.

Benefit for St. Anne’s Mead 
November 9, 6p.m. - 8 p.m. at Birmingham 
Community House. RSVP by November 1. 
See Carrie Proctor for more infor-
mation.
Trivia Night
Saturday, November 11, 5-8 pm
An evening of team trivia fun for  
all members of our St. James com-
munity – church and preschool! See 
p. 6 for more details.
Clean-up Day 
Sunday, November 12 after the 10:00
Service Ingathering Sunday 
November 19

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 
Sunday, November 19 5:00 at First Presby-
terian Church of Birmingham. See p. 5.

SAVE THE DATE – Advent Glow:  
An Evening for Women 
Friday, December 8, 6 p.m.

On Friday, December 8th, at 6:00 p.m., the women of St. James will host an 
evening of prayer and fellowship. Our hope is to set the tone for the season of 
Advent with a quiet, stress-free evening so that women can be inspired and 
leave with a “warm glow” of fellowship to carry through the season.
If you would like to invite some of your friends of all faiths to the event, please 
sign up to be a hostess.  Simply invite your guests to your table of eight, deco-
rate your table with your creative centerpiece, and provide a dessert. Keep it 
as simple as you want.  You do not have to fill your table; there will be other 
women who want to attend. 
Don’t want to be a hostess, no problem. Sign up to be a guest at someone’s 
table. Just come and bring your enthusiasm.

In the St. James Gallery... 
Paintings by Christina Lawson — “I've always dabbled a bit in art here and there, 
but I didn't start to work with oil paints until last fall. I wasn't necessarily in-
spired to do it. I was on a bit of an "art binge" after having found an old sketch-
book from my seventh-grade art class in my room, and I decided I wanted to 
start drawing again. It didn't take long for me to get bored with that and try 
painting instead. I started with acrylics, knowing from my mom's experience 
with them in college that they weren't easy to work with (and they weren't!). 

“I have been a fan of Bob Ross's Joy 
of Painting show on PBS since I was 
little, and I decided that I was going to 
switch over to oil paints and try to paint 
like he did. It ended up being extremely 
therapeutic for me at the time, because 
I was having a lot of trouble at work. It 
was nice to come home and play with 
my paints. Because of my current work 
schedule, it's hard to find time for paint-
ing or anything else, but I already have 
my next painting planned.”


