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The Big Event is coming… 
and we want you there.

Saturday, November 4, the Stewardship 
committee is inviting you to an evening 
of fun. Come dressed up as we treat you 
to dinner, drinks, and entertainment. 
Let us thank you for being a part of, 
and supporting, the good work that  
St. James is doing. Without the faithful 
giving both of past generations and 
of our current membership, St. James 
would not even exist, let alone be the 
strong and vibrant community that it is. 
• Your gifts of money help us pay 
a dynamic staff and to care for this 
building, enabling all the good things 
that happen here: our preschool, 12 
step groups, music lessons, and more.
• Your gifts of participation make sure 
that God is worshiped here with at 
least three Holy Communion services 
every week, monthly evensongs, and 
pastoral services to care for families 
in both times of celebration and of 
difficulty.
• Your gifts of caring ensure that we 
reach out to all kinds of ministries 
doing God’s work in the world: 
feeding, finding jobs, providing shelter 
and clothing, building community, 
educating, and giving hope in a 
sometimes dark world.
• Your gifts sharing the abilities that 
God gave to you mean incredible 
music, an ever changing art 
gallery, those who teach and share, 
and services to the church from 
professionals in many different areas.

For all of this, we thank you. St. James 

is made constantly better because of 
the good things that you choose to 
share. And on Saturday, November 
4, we invite you to come and allow 
us to say that thank you tangibly 
and in person. Sometimes in the 
midst of making decisions about 
a budget, and looking at the next 
thing on the calendar, we get lost 
and forget that the purpose for all of 
these things is to help God’s people 
gather, worship, and better follow 
the one who made us and loves us.
This year, Stewardship is more 
focused on saying thank you, to 
God and to one another. After we 
express our thanks to you for your 
faithfulness and loyalty to this place, 
we will then be mailing out pledge 
cards. And the question we will ask 

The Spirit Yarn-Bombing Issue!

Keep an eye out for photos of the St. James Knitters’ amazing work which is on display 
as part of the city-wide “Birmingham in Stitches.” Can you find all these on the church 
grounds, too?

INSIDE:
A Day to Give Back - photos, p. 5

St. James Gallery - p. 7
...and more yarn bombing throughout!

is, how do you want to give thanks 
to God for all that has been done 
for you? What will be your tangible 
thank you that helps us continue to 
be a blessing to one another and to 
the world?
But before we get to that part – we 
invite you to come, and be thanked. 
Sign-up sheets will be available soon 
so we can plan appropriately. Please 
sign up. Please, come and join us for 
fun and frivolity as we are treated 
to a wonderful meal and a great 
evening together. Be a part of the 
Big Event.

Faithfully, 
—Josh
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The Reverend Joshua A. Hoover,  
Rector
St. James Episcopal Church
355 West Maple Road 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
www.stjamesbirmingham.org
Phone    248.644.0820

The Spirit is a monthly newsletter 
published for members and friends 
of St. James. We are always looking 
for photographs of church events! 
The deadline for submission is the 
15th of each month for the following 
month’s issue. Please email articles 
and/or photos to: churchoffice@
stjamesbirmingham.org or call the 
Parish Administrator, at ext.7200.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays 8 and 10 a.m. 
Wednesdays 7 a.m.  
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
PASTORAL CARE
For pastoral emergencies, please 
contact Fr. Josh Hoover at 810. 
620.5402
SUNDAYS
8 a.m.          Eucharist (Church)
9 a.m.          Educational          
                    Opportunities
10 a.m.        Eucharist (Church)
10:10 a.m.   Church School (Pre-K  
                    through 5th grades)
TUESDAYS
7 p.m.          Toastmasters 
7:30 p.m.     AA
WEDNESDAYS  
7 a.m.          Eucharist (Chapel)
7:30 a.m.     Fellowship & Coffee 
12 p.m.        Bible Study (Lounge)    
THURSDAYS 
12 p.m.        AA
SATURDAYS 
9 a.m.          Knitting (Lounge)

Two-Minute Theology
All Saints and All Souls
The Rev. Josh Hoover

Every year, the church celebrates on November 1 the feast of All Saints Day and 
on November 2 the Commemoration of All Faithful Departed (more commonly 
known as All Souls Day). Like Christmas, these days are always on the same day 
of the month no matter what weekday the fall on. However, All Saints Day is 
considered one of the great feast days of the church and, therefore, can be moved 
to the next Sunday.
It is the normal practice of St. James to observe All Saints on the Sunday of or 
after Nov. 1 each year and to also remember All Souls along with it. But these 
two are not the same. They are separate and distinct days on the calendar with 
a different focus. This year gives us the somewhat rare opportunity to mark 
that distinction by separating the two. We will celebrate All Saints Sunday on 
October 29, and All Souls Sunday on November 5. By doing so, we hope to learn 
the distinction between the two better. But what are these two and what do they 
mean to us?
All Saints Day – Throughout the year there are celebrations or feasts to lift up, 
remember, and learn from those who the church has labeled as saints. Many of 
these are more commonly known people like Patrick of Ireland, Francis Assisi, 
Mother Teresa, Joan of Arc, or our own James the Greater.  But the church’s cal-
endar contains less well known saints like John Mason Neale, Herman of Alaska, 
Hilda of Whitby, and Perpetua whose stories are just as inspiring as their better-
known brothers and sisters. And then, in the midst of all these amazing examples 
comes All Saints, the day on which we are reminded that we, also, are called to 
be the saints of God. 
On this day in particular we celebrate the fact that we are a part of the Great 
Cloud of Witnesses, that by virtue of our Baptism, we are already saints, adopted 
into God’s family and joining with all others in the inheritance of the heavenly 
kingdom. This is why All Saints uses the color white and is one of the five times 
a year when it is most appropriate to have Baptisms (which we are planning this 
year). It is also why our music is celebratory in nature. All Saints is a Feast Day.
All Souls Day – After our celebration of our inclusion in the saints of God, it is 
natural for our minds to turn to those we have loved who have died. This may 
include family members, members of St. James, friends or any who have inspired 
us on our spiritual journey. This day is a day of remembrance or, as it is also titled, 
Commemoration of All Faithful Departed. On this day we remember those we 
love who have died and express our faith in a God who is caring for them.
As part of our observation, we read the names of all those members of the 
church who have been buried from the church in the past year and lift them up 
in prayer along with others you will be invited to name. This year, our music will 
highlight this event as the choir sings the Faure Requiem Mass. This setting of 
the words we use in the liturgy is especially meant to help us mourn and to give 
thanks that those we have lost are at rest in God’s loving care.

Remembering those who have died
On November 5, at our All Soul’s observance, we will be lifting up the names of 
all those who have died in the past year. We will include all those buried from 
St. James, but if you would like another loved one mentioned, we encourage you 
to submit their name to Elaine, in the office, by Monday, October 30.
There will also be an opportunity in the service to name loved ones who died 
more than a year ago.
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Music Notes
GLENN BURDETTE—ext. 7206 
music@stjamesbirmingham.org
On the morning of September 10, 
things felt different in Birmingham, 
Michigan. People out walking dogs 
greeted their neighbors, some of 
whom they hadn’t seen for months, 
and wondered together where 
Hurricane Irma might hit. They 
recalled the weekend triumphs of 
their favorite teams. Yes, though cool, 
it was a clear and sunny day, Miggy 
was back, various birds were tweeting. 
And it was “opening day” at St. James. 
Back to hearing those marvelous choir 
singers, senior and junior; back to 
hearing the resounding tone of bells, 
large and small.
Of a sudden, the dreamer awoke, rose, 
and looked out the window. But – joy! 
– it had been no dream at all; it had 
been a mere foreshadowing of reality, 
a penumbra of a greater truth.

Financial Update
These are our financials updated through the end of August. Please feel free  
to talk to vestry, Peggy John, or Fr. Josh if you have any questions.

   Actual  Budgeted Difference
August Income  $ 19,351  $24,603  $ -5,251
YTD Income  $ 361,508  $ 368,911  $ -7,403
YTD Expenses  $ 483,236  $ 484,346  $ -1,111
YTD Over/Under  $ -121,728 $ -115,435 $ -6,293
Transfer Amount from Parish Fund to date: $ 89,622   
Budgeted Transfer for Year: $ 183,700 
5% of Parish Fund (goal number for transfers): $140,000

Vestry Update
At their September meeting, the vestry:

• Discussed plans for and participation in a Day to Give Back
• Heard plans for the 2017 Stewardship Campaign
• Gave thanks for a bequest from the estate of Nancy Platz and asked the 
Parish Fund Board for input about how it should be invested in the fund.
• Approved members of the Congregational Discernment Committee for 
Chris Gannon
• Directed the Personnel Committee to create a job description based on the 
current Preschool Director position, but encouraged those interviewing to 
also discuss ideas for future growth.

 

REMINDER:  Your 3rd Quarter St James statements will be mailed early October. Please look over your donations.  
Questions? Contact Peggy John, Monday-Friday 9a.m.-1p.m. ONLY, at 248-644-0820 ext. 7205.

To wit: the St. James choir will 
sing choral evensong on Sunday, 
October 1, at 4 p.m. Please come to 
join us in experiencing and creating 
this service of sound, silence, and 
meditation. 
On the first Sunday in November, 
as we mark the feast of All Faithful 
Departed, the choir will sing the 
Requiem setting of Gabriel Fauré as 
the service music for the 10 o’clock 
Holy Eucharist. 
Lessons and Carols for Advent  
will follow on Sunday, December 10 
at 4 p.m. 
The choir (and director) are pleased 
to welcome Sara Carlson into 
our ranks. She is a vocal music 
education major at Oakland 
University who is beginning her 
student teaching. She is leading 
our soprano section in the choir 
and assisting with the junior choir. 
Thanks to Lauri Christianson for 

serving as cantor and soloist on 
September 3; and also to Sophia 
Sutter for her beautiful playing of 
the slow movement of Beethoven’s 
Sonata Pathetique on September 
17. It was good to host the Detroit 
Chapter of the American Guild of 
Organists on Monday, September 
25 for its monthly meeting and 
installation of officers.
Actually, the (imagined) rafters of 
St. James are ringing with music 
throughout the week, every week. 
For instance, you might come 
across Janice LaMarre or Kate 
Rosen teaching young violinists and 
vocalists, respectively, in the chapel 
or choir room. If you were able to 
stay after the “Day to Give Back” on 
September 30, you heard some of 
the violin students in a recital. 
Come back on Sunday, November 
19, at 3 p.m., when the Oakland 
Choral Society will present a 
concert. The program, titled 
“Baroque Around the World,” will 
feature Spanish, Czech, Peruvian, 
French, Italian, German, and 
English music. 
—Glenn
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From the Associate 
for Formation and 
Outreach
CHRIS GANNON—ext. 7203 
chris@stjamesbirmingham.org

G.A.P. (God’s Awesome People)
Sunday, October 1 - Our usual GAP 
gathering time and place. We’ll be 
prepping care packages to send our 
college students. Be prepared to 
decorate some cookies!
Saturday, October 7, 10a.m-12p.m– 
YOUR HELP IS NEEDED…
The members of the Stewardship 
team would so appreciate it if you 
could join them to get the church 
ready for Oktoberfest! Your skills are 
needed to help prepare the meal and 
to decorate. I bet there will be some 
‘tasting’ involved. Please let Pastor 
Chris know that you can help. Note: 
please know that Pastor Chris can 
sign off on any necessary volunteer 
hours for school.
Sunday, October 15 – Our usual GAP 
gathering time and place.
Speak Up Show Love  
Saturday, October 14th from 10a.m. to 
3p.m. at St. John’s Royal Oak

Youth (6th grade to 12 grade) are 
invited to join us for this life-chang-
ing, inspiring event present by the 
Youth and Young Adult Ministries 
of the Episcopal Diocese of Michi-
gan (EDOMI YAYA).

Oktoberfest
Sunday, October 8 after the 10:00 service.
That’s right – your favorite coffee 
hour is back. Brats and mustards, 
potato pancakes and red cabbage 
will all be available as we enjoy this 
great German tradition thanks to 
David Stout, Mary Kale, and the 
Stewardship Committee. You won’t 
want to miss this fun celebration.
A special thank-you goes out to our 
youth who are helping set-up and 
prepare on October 7.

Blessing of the Animals 
Sunday, October 8 at 4 p.m., Maple Street

Bring your dog, cat, bunny, guinea 
pig, snake, hamster, lizard, dragon, 
horse, goat, sheep... All God’s crea-
tures are invited, including humans! 
Invite your friends, too – and ask 
them to bring their beloved animals!
Fifth Sunday Outreach Project 
Sunday, October 29 after the 10a.m. service

“Whatever you did for one of the least 
of these, you did for me.”  
(Matthew 25:40)

Jesus calls on us to love our neigh-
bors and to take care of one another. 
We invite you to join us as we try 
to do our part in the world. As a 
church we’ve designating the ‘fifth’ 
Sundays of the month (October, and 
December) to be Intergenerational 
Outreach Sundays. Young and old 
will join together for a hands on ser-
vice project to help address a specific 
need. Our project this month will 
depend on what work was done at 
our Day to Give Back. So stay tuned 
for more information.

It’s Socktober!
#SOCKTOBER is an annual, month-long national campaign 
designed to show people that ordinary acts of love can make a 
big difference. It all starts with socks.
Recent studies show that there are 600,000 people without a 
home on any given night in the United States. For the fourth 
year in a row, members of G.A.P., will join forces with Soul 
Pancake and Kid President to help the homeless in our own 
neighborhoods in the month of October.  
Please consider donating a pair of new socks (wool is best in 
cold, wet weather). Drop them in the collection bins in Cen-
tennial Hall, the Narthex or the Church Office. It’s that simple. 

Adult Forum
Sundays at 9:05 in the Lounge

In October, Adult Forum will 
continue its discussion on how to 
read the Bible, based on the book, 
Reading the Bible for all the Wrong 
Reasons, by Russell Pregeant. Books 
are available in the office or at Adult 
Forum. Topics include:
Oct. 1 – Biblical Ethics 
Oct. 8 – Do our beliefs come from the 
Bible? 
Oct. 15 - God’s grace, and expectations of 
disciples

As we finish the book and our dis-
cussions on how to read the Bible, 
we will move on to learn what is in 
the Bible. Starting Oct. 22, we will 
begin a survey that journeys through 
the genres of the Bible, discussing 
the different kinds of literature you 
can find, and sharing at least one 
passage, we bet you have never heard 
before. The first two topics are:
Oct. 22 – Torah – The first five books 
are the centerpiece of the Jewish 
faith and include what some call the 
Prehistory and the Law.
Oct. 29 – The Histories – While the 
entire Bible is not meant to be read 
as history, some books are.
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Thank You! 
With your help, St. James has raised $2,530 (as of 9/16/17) to help Episcopal 
Relief and Development give aid to victims of hurricanes. 
ERD’s ministry in the areas affected by hurricanes will continue as long as their 
services are needed – likely for years to come. You can donate any time at  
http://www.episcopalrelief.org/ 

KINDNESS ROCKS painted by St. 
James members at July’s Fifth Sunday 
Outreach Project have been disappearing 
from the Martin Street side of the church - 
and that’s a good thing! Keep spreading the 
kindness!

A Day to Give Back
On Saturday, September 30, St. James hosted a “Day to Give Back,” offering 
church members and the wider community an opportunity to hear speakers 
from local service organizations while participating in hands-on projects to 
help others. Speakers included: Coleman Yoakum from Micah 6, a community 
organization in Pontiac; Jim Gren from Pingree Farms, Detroit; Jessica West 
from The Empowerment Plan, which employs residents from local shelters to 
make coats which transform into sleeping bags to be given to homeless persons; 
and Austin Kralisz from South Oakland Shelter. The projects included paint-
ing Kindness Rocks; preparing denim to be made into shoes for Sole Hope; 
decorating plywood to be used to board up vacant houses in Detroit; knitting 
preemie caps to be shared with local hospitals; and assembling felt blankets for 
local emergency agencies to distribute to victims of fire and other crises.

Elaine Lindstedt (above) and Julia Hoover 
(below) try on a sleeping bag/coat from  
The Empowerment Plan.

Clockwise:  Coleman Yoakum from Micah 6 
tells attendees about his organization’s work 
revitalizing its community in Pontiac through 
community gardens, pop-up markets, small 
business development, and more; Betsy Aus-
tin-Harris assembles a warm blanket for use 
by first responders; Rachel Cryberg, William 
Hoover, and Pam Landgraf decorate plywood 
in bright colors.
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St. James Preschool
SHAR WICKENS—ext. 7103
preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org

We welcome 72 families along with 
14 staff members to a great start 
of another school year! The chil-
dren have adjusted well and some 
are falling into the routine much 
quicker than expected. The Kin-
dergarten Readiness children are 
becoming quite independent, and I 
am amazed at what an easy transi-
tion it has been for the threes and 
fours. Overcoming their separation 
anxiety is another story for some of 
the tots! 
Our theme has been “All About  
Me” – talking about what makes 
each child special and boosts their 
self-esteem. We will change the 
theme to be less focused on our-
selves and more focused on others 
later in the month.
You can plan on having Achatz  
Pies for your Thanksgiving Dinner! 
Our annual fundraiser starts this 
month.  We will have tasting and 
take orders in Centennial Hall on 
October 22 with delivery of our pies 
before Thanksgiving.
We also have some special activities 
planned for this month: fire fighters 
with their truck will come to talk 
about fire safety; some classes will 
visit the Nature Center, and a non-
scary Halloween Party is planned 
for October 31.
— Shar

 

5 Questions to ask Kids 
(Heck, ask everyone in the family!)
Stick this list up on your refrigerator or wherever you will see it often – and 
see if you can get into the habit of asking your kids at least one of these 
questions each day! It’s a great way to check-in with your kids during the 
craziness of the school year. We hope they help foster awareness of God in 
your midst and enrich connections between you and the young people in 
your life.

What made you laugh today?

As many of us know, work flow efficiency and checking off tasks on our 
lists can be all-consuming of our minds and time. Kids feel this, too, while 
in school and even over summer when schedules are busy. Many times, we 
can focus on what was done rather than the joy that we experience. Try 
this question and other similar questions to ask kids that help change focus 
from industriousness to freedom of spirit. And you might just find yourself 
laughing at a story you never would’ve heard otherwise.

When did you help someone recently?
Wherever we find ourselves and our families, we can inspire our children’s 
hearts toward serving others. By simply asking the question, children begin 
to anticipate it and turn their attention to the opportunities to assist those 
around them. Kids, even as young as toddlers, are proud when they speak to 
the good they’ve done in their world. 

What are you feeling grateful for this week?
We can learn a lot about what our children like by asking where their 
gratitude lies. They may be grateful for a longer story time before bed the 
night before, for example. We get a window into what they value and can 
cultivate more time to do those things together. Maybe it’s pizza… and 
who doesn’t want more pizza?! Also, there is deep wisdom in gratitude. It’s 
linked to the experience of sustained joy, which fosters resilience. And what 
a gift that is to our kids.

What’s been a challenging part of your day?
Of all on the list of questions to ask kids, this is one that can lead to great 
processing together. The response could be anything from an argument 
with a sibling to some difficult homework to the fear of try-outs for the 
team or school play. Helping our children recognize struggle can be a great 
way to begin speaking with them about God’s faithfulness and their abili-
ties to navigate hard things.

How have you experienced God this week?
Older children will have an easier time answering this question, of course. 
But younger children can listen in. They will begin searching for God in 
their own lives as they become ready and able to think more abstractly. If 
this is difficult for your children to answer, even the older ones, start by 
sharing with them over a couple weeks how you’ve experienced God. They 
will begin to understand and connect with God more as they hear from you.

Adapted from Illustrated Children’s Ministry.
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St. James crafters brought in work which is now displaed in the gallery. Be sure to stop by and take a closer look at these 
treasures made by Cathy Frost McMann, Diane A’Hearn, Peggy John, Jean Clark, Barb Spencer, Betty Hall, Joan Hayes, 
Mary Kale, and Mary Kale’s Grandma Beer!  

Diocesan Convention
On October 27th and 28th, four delegates from our congregation will attend 
Diocesan Convention in Novi. They will consider changes to the constitution 
and canons of our diocese, hear and approve reports from a variety of commit-
tees, vote on the 2018 budget, and discuss plans for the future of the Episcopal 
Church in South East Michigan. Please keep them and their deliberations in 
your prayers. 

Make a Joyful Noise
EDOMI Episcopal Church  
Women Fall Gathering 
Saturday, October 7,   
9 a.m.-2 p.m.  
St. Philip’s, Rochester

“Make a Joyful Noise” is the theme 
of this year’s gathering of ECW in 
the Diocese of Michigan. The cost is 
$15 for the event, which includes a 
continental breakfast at 8:30 a.m.
The keynote speaker will be the Rev. 
Julia Huttar Bailey, Priest-in-Charge 
at Trinity Church, Farmington Hills.
St. Philip’s Episcopal Church is 
located at 100 Romeo Rd in Roch-
ester. Phone 248-651-6188 For 
more information about the Fall 
Gathering, contact Ged Youngman, 
President at amyged@wowway.com.

All Saints Guild Welcomes New Members 
All Saints Guild members enjoy each other’s company while serving through 
Bake Sales, three social events, and a few informal meetings each year. 
St. James ladies, please come join us! See Rena Sutter for further information 
and meeting dates. 

Amazon Smile 
Preparing for Christmas shopping? Is there a birthday in your family coming 
up? If you’re planning to order online, remember that St. James can get a small 
percentage of any purchase you make from Amazon.com at no extra expense 
to you. All you have to do is go to https://smile.amazon.com/ and when asked 
who you want to support, type in “St. James Protestant Episcopal Church”. 
One small step can make a real difference. Thank you for continuing to support 
St. James!
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Our Mission 
INVITE you to the table 
ILLUMINATE our spiritual journey
SHARE Christ’s love with the world

St. James Vestry
2015–2018
David Lydy
Susan McDonald
Pam Righter
Nate Schmidt

2016–2019
Marty Bones
Lauri Christianson
John Everett
Daniel Righter

2017–2020
Ralph Castelli
Katie Haenggi
Pam Landgraf
Emily Johnson

Intercessions
IMMEDIATE PRAYER LIST: Kiera, Paul Kobb, Neil Everett, Ella, David K., 
Penny, Shirley, Carl Smith, Liam Kessel, the Hurd family, Maritza, Nancy, David, 
Mark Principe, John Slocum, Meghan Baxter, Danny, Barb, Pat Smith.
SUSTAINING PRAYER LIST: Ed Proctor, Jill, Steve, Michelle Wells, Richard 
Wells, Jeannine, Ted, Judy Hoeffler, Engel Metaj, Vince Cardinale, Bertha Pastor, 
Dot and Dave, Dad, Lucy, Truman, Logan Moralez, Merle Goatley, Elsie Righter, 
the Jensen family, Trevor Sullivan, the LaRocca-Hammond family, James Olson 
and family, James, Pat Semivan, Benjamin Ziogas, Eula Fyke, James, George 
Stannis, John Womack, Anne, George, Joe Hardig, Isabel Ziogas., Barbara Livy.
IN MEMORIAM: Philip Werner.
SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Bret Anstett, Andrew and Michelle Crowe, 
Kirk Jackson, Brian Hertenstein, Geoffrey Hertenstein, Theodore Moran, Jeff 
Schultz, Hugo Stange.

Mark your Calendar
G.A.P. (Youth)
Sundays, October 1 and 15, 1-3 pm

Evensong
Sunday, October 1, 4 pm

Blessing of the Animals
Sunday, October 8, 4 pm

Oktoberfest
Sunday, October 8. See p. 4 for details.

Speak Up Show Love
Saturday, October 14. See p. 4 for details.

All Saints Guild meeting with Eucharist
Wednesday, October 18, 1-3 p.m. in the 
Lounge

Achatz Pie Tasting & Order-Taking 
Sunday, October 22 during Coffee Hour

Diocesan Convention 
October 27-28 at the Suburban Showplace 
in Novi.

Feast of All Saints (Observed)  
Sunday, October 29 
Don’t miss the All Saints Guild’s 
annual Halloween Bake Sale during 
Coffee Hour!
5th Sunday Outreach Project
Sunday, October 29 after the 10 am service  
in Centennial Hall

The Big Event
Saturday, November 4

Time to “Fall Back”! 
Sunday, November 5

The first weekend of November is 
the time change when Daylight  
Savings Time ends and we fall back 
one hour. After you attend the Big 
Event on Saturday, November 4, 
don’t forget to set your clocks back 
one hour. If you come to church 
early, Fr. Josh might put you to 
work! 
All Souls (Observed)  
Sunday, November 5. 
The choir will sing Gabriel Fauré’s 
Requiem during the 10 a.m. service.

Benefit for St. Anne’s Mead 
November 9, 6p.m. - 8 p.m. at Birmingham 
Community House. RSVP by November 1. 
See Carrie Proctor for more infor-
mation.
Trivia Night
Saturday, November 11, 5-8 pm
An evening of team trivia fun for  
all members of the St. James com-
munity – church and preschool!
Ingathering Sunday 
November 19

Stewardship Calendar
October begins Stewardship season, and the Stewardship Committee has  
several great opportunities for you to celebrate the good things God is doing 
here, to ponder your own relationship to this church and God, and to consider 
how you want to support the ministries of St. James in 2018.
We start with the Oktoberfest on Sunday, October 8 after the 10 a.m. service. 
Over the following three Sundays, we will have speakers at both services talk 
about why they give to St. James. Then, on Saturday, November 4, we hope you 
will attend the Big Event (for more, see Fr. Josh’s front page article). Finally, 
we will invite you to pledge to St. James to help provide for a wonderful future. 
We will collect pledges at a celebratory ingathering on Sunday, November 19.

SAVE THE DATE – Advent Glow:  
An Evening for Women 
Friday, December 8, 6 p.m.

The women of St. James will host a 
quiet, stress-free evening of prayer 
and fellowship to set the tone for 
the season of Advent – a “warm 
glow” to carry through the season  
If you’d like to invite friends of all 
faiths to the event, please sign up 
to be a hostess. Simply invite your 
guests to your table of eight, deco-
rate your table with your creative 
centerpiece, and provide a dessert. 
Keep it as simple as you want. You 
do not have to fill your table; there 
will be other women who want to 
attend. Don’t want to be a hostess? 
No problem. Sign up to be a guest 
at someone’s table. Just come and 
bring your enthusiasm. 


