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From the Rector
JOSH HOOVER
josh@stjamesbirmingham.org
On September 23, the Vestry and I 
sat down and evaluated the Feasibility 
Study conducted for us by Horizons 
Stewardship. In those results from 
over 90 of our members, we saw a 
lot of things to be incredibly grate-
ful for. An overwhelming majority 
of St. James believe that the projects 
identified by the Vestry are impor-
tant and even necessary to the future 
health of the church, and to fuel our 
mission. You also told us that, despite 
some fears and concerns, we should, in 
faith, pursue a capital campaign. This 
is wonderful news to us, but an ad-
ditional thing caught my attention. A 
clear majority of members of St. James 
believe that we are stable and steady.
And we are stable. Recently, we experi-
enced five straight years with different 
clergy in charge of the congregation. 
This included an outgoing, retiring 
rector, an interim, a new rector who 
turned out to be a poor match for our 
congregation, and a priest in charge 
who had to deal with disciplinary 
action in an old diocese. St. James has 
gone through too much transition, 
some of which has greatly strained 
relationships, even to the breaking 
point. Stable, therefore, is something 
to be celebrated. It amazes me that 
after only four years as your priest, this 
congregation is as healthy as it is, even 
to the point of being able to consider a 
capital campaign.
Stable is not, however, what we are 
called to be. Even as we appreciate 
this moment, it is time for us to turn 
from the necessary work of heal-
ing relationships and begin to look 
beyond ourselves to the good things 

Pilgrimage Pictures 
In the St. James Gallery
It was an amazing experience 
for our pilgrims this summer. 
And if a picture is worth a 
thousand words then check out 
the St. James Gallery for the 
epic novel of the St. James Pil-
grims’ Adventures in Canada.

that God has in mind for us. The Vestry and I are confident that God has a much 
bigger vision for us than to simply be stable and steady. There is good work in our 
future that can and will transform us as individuals and a community into some-
thing vibrant and vital. We can be a church that makes a real difference in the 
Birmingham community and is known for more than bells. We can be a church 
that changes people’s lives, bringing healing and hope to the world. We have a 
glorious future in front of us.
In order to meet that future, we must let go of anxieties and fears and choose to 
trust God and one another. We must be bold in seeing ourselves as God’s people 
in the world who have all we need to do new and exciting things. If we choose 
trust, hope, and love, we can be an example of what it means to be God’s people 
in the world. We can be part of building God’s kingdom here, in our own time 
and place.
This is not an easy thing to do. In the midst of lost friends and family due to 
strife in the congregation and death, it is easy to give in to feeling that St. James’ 
best days are behind her. But if I thought that was true, I would never have 
agreed to be your rector. The question before us is if we will faithfully choose to 
follow God into the future or be content and comfortable as we are. The Vestry 
has chosen to follow God together, but they can only succeed if they have your 
support. They have created a three step plan over the next 18 months that we 
believe will prepare us to become the church we are called to be.
1. The Capital Campaign – We believe that we now have a solid foundation on 

which to build our future church, except when it comes to our building. The 
space that supports so much important ministry needs work in order to be 
the stable place on which our new ministries will depend.  
The groundwork for this campaign will begin immediately and we expect 
that the actual campaign will begin this winter.

2. Visioning – As soon as we complete collecting pledges the Vestry, along with 
other leadership, will embark on a visioning process. The entire church will be 
invited to join in. This visioning process will help us fully appreciate what we 
value and the gifts we have been blessed with. It will then invite us to imagine 
ways we can use them to share God’s love in the world.

Continued, p. 2
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The Reverend Joshua A. Hoover,  
Rector  
josh@stjamesbirmingham.org
St. James Episcopal Church
355 West Maple Road 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
www.stjamesbirmingham.org
Phone    248-644-0820

The Spirit is a monthly newsletter 
published for members and friends 
of St. James. We are always looking 
for photographs of church events! 
The deadline for submission is the 
15th of each month for the following 
month’s issue. Please email articles 
and/or photos to: churchoffice@
stjamesbirmingham.org or call the 
Parish Administrator.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. 
Wednesdays 7:00 a.m.  
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
PASTORAL CARE
For pastoral emergencies, please 
contact Fr. Josh Hoover at  
810-620-5402
SUNDAYS
8:00 a.m.     Eucharist (Church)
9:00 a.m.     The Bridge (grades 7-9)
9:05 a.m.     Adult Forum (Lounge)
10:00 a.m.   Eucharist (Church)
10:10 a.m.   Church School (Pre-K  
                    through 5th grades)
TUESDAYS
7:00 p.m.     Toastmasters (2nd, 4th)
7:30 p.m.     AA (Lounge)
WEDNESDAYS  
7:00 a.m.     Eucharist (Chapel)
7:30 a.m.     Fellowship & Coffee 
12:00 p.m.   Bible Study (Lounge)
7:30 p.m.     MA (Lounge)  
THURSDAYS 
12:00 p.m.   AA (Breakfast Room)
SATURDAYS 
9:00 a.m.     Knitting (Lounge)

Three-Minute Theology
Stress
Stress doesn’t sound like a theological topic. But when we live with chronic stress 
we are pushed out of balance in our relationship with God and others, and that is 
most certainly a theological issue. Stress in and of itself is not a bad thing. It al-
lows our bodies to respond positively in emergency situations, to have heightened 
enjoyment of a new experience, or to be fully engaged when in the midst of a deep 
emotional experience. All of these forms of acute stress are quite good for us, and 
signs of a healthy reaction to what is happening in our lives.
Chronic stress, on the other hand, is a health hazard. It comes when either the 
stimulus producing the stress response continues over a long period of time, or 
when our anxiety creates a stress response long after the initial emergency is over. 
Signs of chronic stress include sleeplessness, forgetfulness, aches and pains, upset 
stomach, and a need for drugs or alcohol to help one relax. It is important to pay 
attention to these because chronic stress can lead to serious illnesses including 
heart disease, diabetes, and depression or anxiety.
Often we are reluctant to talk about these things as a problem. We can wear our 
stress as a badge of honor, wanting to show how strong or important we are. The 
truth is that we are not being a good example to others or helping ourselves if we 
allow chronic stress to plague us. Life events, a broken relationship, difficulties at 
work, or being so aware of the needs of this world but feeling unable to make a dif-
ference are stressors everyone experiences from time to time. There is no shame in 
sharing the fact that we are struggling, or in getting help if we are heavily stressed 
or facing anxiety or depression.
One of the greatest blessings in my life right now is that I have found an excellent 
therapist who is making a very real difference in my own emotional health. And 
in the past few weeks, the church staff has helped several people find professional 
help in the midst of difficult times. If you or someone you love is going through a 
hard time, I encourage you to reach out to me or Pastor Chris—we have resources 
that might help. All of us were created to love one another, so no one would have 
to go through the difficult parts of life alone.
We were also given the deep gift of prayer, which many of us don’t use nearly as often 
as we should. If you are dealing with stress or anxiety, prayer can help to bring peace 
and quiet to both heart and mind. Practicing meditation has been found to be very 
beneficial in lowering stress levels and creating a measurable change in heart rate. 
I find many of the prayers for evening and night in the Book of Common Prayer 
incredibly helpful in slowing myself down at the end of a long day and preparing my 
body for the rest it so badly needs. One of my favorite prayers  Continued, p. 7

3. Invite, Welcome, Connect – Even while the Capital Campaign is in effect, the 
Vestry and staff will focus on a new resource called Invite, Welcome, Connect. 
This resource is meant to help us bring new people fully into the church by en-
couraging members to invite others, through a purposeful welcoming process, 
and by connecting them to ministries and members of the church.

As times unfolds, many more details about all of these will be shared with the con-
gregation. If you have questions or concerns, I encourage you to talk with me or one 
of the wardens. We don’t know what the future of St. James will be. That can make 
this a scary time. We do know that God isn’t done with us. We know that we have an 
amazing congregation full of dedicated, thoughtful, and faithful people. That makes 
this an incredibly exciting time. I encourage you in the months ahead to pray about 
how God has blessed you and how your gifts might be used to help us grow into a 
church that serves as an example of God’s kingdom.
Faithfully,
—Josh 

Continued from p. 1
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Music Notes
GLENN BURDETTE
music@stjamesbirmingham.org
“Wherefore with my utmost art, 
I will sing thee,” the Renaissance 
poet George Herbert wrote. So why 
don’t you also, with your utmost 
(which doesn’t mean perfection), 
help us sing or ring God’s praises 
in the services of St. James Church?  
Several brave souls have joined our 
groups—a great welcome to Ka-
thie Ninneman, who has joined the 
senior choir, Samantha Abraham the 
choristers, and Christina Castellana 
the St. James Ringers. We’ll make 
sure the time they spend in musical 
endeavors here is pleasing to God, 
humankind, all cattle, etc.  
The St. James Ringers will make their 
season debut on October 6 with an 
arrangement of the Spanish melody 
“Somos del Señor.” The Ringers 
provided a celebratory coffee hour on 

Financial Update
This is a summary of our financials at the end of August. More details are avail-
able on the blue and green sheets in Centennial Hall. Please feel free to talk to 
vestry, Elaine Belz, or Fr. Josh if you have any questions.   
   Actual  Budgeted Difference
August Income  $   17,442 $   23,276 $   -5,834
YTD Income  $ 368,080 $ 383,492 $  -15,412
YTD Expenses  $ 492,579 $ 494,459 $    -1,880
YTD Total vs Budget      $    -8,920
Transfer Amount from Parish Fund to date: $115,578  
Budgeted Transfer for Year: $ 242,734 
5% of Parish Fund (goal number for transfers): $142,000 

Vestry Update
At their September meeting the Ves-
try took significant time to discuss the 
results of the Feasibility Study regard-
ing a Capital Campaign. They took 
time to think about how St. James has 
been blessed and how it is a blessing 
to so many. They discussed both the 
great news they heard in the report 
and the challenges that St. James 
faces. After significant conversation, 
they chose to continue on in the rela-
tionship with Horizon Stewardship 
and prepare for a Capital Campaign 
to take place starting this winter. The 
Vestry will be working with the Parish 
Fund Board to educate the congrega-
tion about the purpose of the Parish 
Fund and how we will use it as part 
of this project. Vestry will also begin 
research into multiple ways to help 
fund capital improvements while the 
money is being raised
In addition, the Vestry received 
financial reports and a formation 
report, agreed to host a coffee hour, 
and encouraged continued participa-
tion in the Birmingham Winter 
Markt with a St. James booth. 

September 22 to thank Betty Hall, 
who is retiring from regular ring-
ing after nearly 25 years in the group 
(photos, above). We will have more 
celebrating to do in the fall. The 
senior choir is beginning to work on, 
or at least think about, the Christmas 
Oratorio by Camille Saint-Saëns for 
the afternoon of December 15. On 
October 27, for a change of pace and 
sound, the gentlemen of the choir 
will sing the 10:00 a.m. service. The 
ladies will reciprocate in the spring. 

The choristers are learning new 
pieces, with an emphasis this fall on 
world music.
Thanks to Mary Kale for checking 
and repairing the choir robes over 
the summer. 
Thanks to Luke Catchpole and his 
Boy Scout troop for their hard work 
and cheerful persistence in painting 
the three sides of the choir room 
that could be painted, all in the heat 
of summer. The result is a brighter, 
cleaner, and more musical room. 
Their heroic enterprise was deter-
mined, dared, and well done.
—Glenn

Your 2019 Vestry: Front row, L-R: John Hoeffler, Barrett Newgeon, Katie Haenggi, Julee 
Parker, Pam Landgraf ( Jr. Warden), Marianne Ganiard (Secretary), Christina Lawson.  
Back row, L-R: Fr. Josh Hoover, Ralph Castelli, Will Yeats, Michele Wogaman (Sr. 
Warden), Jason Schwanke (Treasurer), Bill Ward, Bill Booth. Not pictured: Ed Sutter.
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From the Associate for Formation and Outreach
CHRIS FENTRESS-GANNON 
chris@stjamesbirmingham.org

G.A.P. (God’s Awesome People)
Sunday, October 6 and Sunday, October 20, 1:00-3:00 p.m. 
God’s Awesome People (G.A.P.), our youth group for those in grades 6 to 12, 
meets on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month, from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Get it? The first and third Sundays, from 1 to 3! Easy to remember.
On October 6 we’ll celebrate the feast of St. Francis and take a walk on the 
wild side as we watch The Secret Life of Pets 2 before heading out to the 
front of the church on Maple to kiss some puppies!
On October 20 we’ll help out with the Oktoberfest and then get to work on 
decorating cookies for the College Care Packages that will go out the Mon-
day after Halloween. Our discussion time will center on sharing our gifts 
with the church.

National Acolyte Festival
Friday, October 11 – Sunday, October 13
Pastor Chris and a group of our 
amazing acolytes will be heading off 
to Washington, D.C. to join others 
from across the United States to 
celebrate the ministry of Acolytes. 
The National Acolyte Festival is an 
annual event put on by the Wash-
ington National Cathedral. We 
travel to D.C. on Friday on a charter 
bus and will be staying at Christ 
Church in Alexandria, VA for the 
two nights. Saturday begins with a 
service of Holy Eucharist and 
continues with a festive afternoon of 
workshops, behind-the-scenes tours, 
food, fun and games. Pastor Chris is 
hoping to see the Cathedral’s Lego 
Project! We are so grateful to the 
Diocese of Michigan and Youth and 
Young Adult Ministries for heavily 
subsidizing this trip.

Halloween Candy
Collected on Sunday, November 3
Are you worried about having too much leftover Halloween candy in the house 
tempting you to indulge? No worries! Bring your leftovers to church and it will 
be put in the College Care packages going out in the mail the next day. 

Let Pastor Chris Know
Is your child on a sports team? Are 
they involved in theater, dance, or 
band? If so, please consider letting 
Pastor Chris know their game or 
event schedule. She would love to 
try to get to see them outside of the 
church. It’s truly one of the favorite 
parts of her ministry!

Blessing of the Animals and Puppy Kissing Booth
Sunday, October 6, 3:00 p.m. for the Blessing of the Animals service; 
2:00 – 4:00 p.m. for the Puppy Kissing Booth
Make sure you bring your pet, or pets, back to the church at 3:00 p.m. on 
Sunday, October 6 for a special blessing on the front steps of the church. All of 
God’s creatures are welcome! Pets, please bring your humans too! This is a 
perfect event to invite your friends and neighbors to bring their animals as well.
We hold the Blessing of the Animals on a day close to the Feast of St. Francis 
(celebrated on October 4th each year). No saint is more closely associated with 
animals than St. Francis of Assisi, a great friar from Assisi, Italy.  St. Francis is 
the patron saint of the environment and animals because he loved all creatures 
and allegedly preached to even the birds. He rejoiced in the value and beauty 
animals bring to creation.
Don’t have an animal? No problem! You can still get some precious puppy 
kisses and cuddles at the Puppy Kissing Booth set up by Canine Companions 
Rescue Center (CCRC). They’ll be set up outside the church on Maple from 
2:00 – 4:00 p.m. that day. You can cuddle and kiss a puppy by making a finan-
cial donation of your choice. 
CCRC does great work in our communities and with area animal control 
agencies to promote the adoption of dogs without families. The Puppy Kissing 
Booth is a great way for them to raise funds needed to do this important work. 
During the month of October we’re also helping them by collecting items that 
are on their Wish List. You can bring the items on the 6th or drop them off in 
the baskets at church during the month of October!
WISH LIST ITEMS: plastic or wire crates, puppy pens, blankets, towels, 
collars, leashes, harnesses, metal bowls and buckets, balls, Kong toys, Nylabones, 
bleach and cleaning supplies, paper towels, and hand sanitizers. Blessing of the Backpacks—On 

Sunday, September 15, we blessed the 
backpacks of students returning to 
school. We also gathered in and blessed 
school supplies which have been 
donated to Caniff Liberty School in 
Hamtramck.
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Confirmation Mentors
In late September, our young people 
(in grades 10-12) began Confirma-
tion classes. The program is called 
Confirm not Conform, or CnC. 
Confirm not Conform is focused on 
helping young people ask tough 
questions and search out the an-
swers. Through innovative sessions, 
field trips, mentor relationships, and 
the challenge to do a whole lot more 
than just learn a few facts, CnC lets 
youth take real responsibility for 
understanding their faith and its 
power. When they do—when they 
see the church and faith as some-
thing that truly belongs to them—it 
builds a bond that lasts. 
The CnC program calls for each 
youth to have a mentor from the 
congregation—a non-family mem-
ber who will talk with the partici-
pant about issues of faith or life in 
general, answer questions (when 
they can), attend class events, and 
serve as a source of encouragement 
and support. This is an important 
part of the overall CnC program, so 
please prayerfully consider if you are 
asked. Mentors will meet with 
Pastor Chris for training and 
guidance.

Columbarium Research
A few months ago, Liz Smith Yeats 
contacted us with a proposal. She 
shared that her daily walk had taken 
her to a neighborhood cemetery that 
she adopted by picking up trash. She 
told us she’d always been a fan of cem-
eteries. Her interest led her to findag-
rave.com. Out of curiosity, she looked 
up St. James’ Columbarium, which she 
discovered had little documentation 
on that website. So she decided to get 
the data to them. She spent several 
days at St. James researching our files, 
both digital and paper, and taking pic-
tures of each plaque. She then format-
ted the information and uploaded it to 
the website at https://www.findagrave.
com/cemetery/2276615/saint-james-
episcopal-church-columbarium. 
Thank you, Liz!

Caniff Liberty School Thanks St. James Church
I am pleased to extend an enormous 
thank you to St. James parishioners for 
supporting children attending Caniff 
Liberty School in Hamtramck. Of the 
500 students, 80 percent were born 
outside the United States and are brand 
new to the public school system. Nearly 
all of the children have limited English 
speaking skills and have trauma from 
war-torn countries.
When asked what they want to be in 
America, many children say they want to 
be a doctor, teacher or engineer. Their 
families sacrifice everything to improve 
the lives of their students. Your dona-
tions of much-needed food and school 
supplies make a big difference. The 

parents typically work at small factories around the Detroit area. Their salaries 
average around ten dollars per hour and these wages cannot support families 
very well. 
Almost all of the children have never been to a restaurant, gone to a Walmart 
or even a movie theater. 
Children receive breakfast and lunch and due to a stronger need, dinner will be 
offered starting in Fall 2019. Offering these meals supports students attending 
classes from 8:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m.
Your continued support of these K-8 students and families will help to enhance 
the learning environment at Caniff Liberty School.
—Dr. Mark Gable, Principal

http://findagrave.com
http://findagrave.com
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2276615/saint-james-episcopal-church-columbarium
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2276615/saint-james-episcopal-church-columbarium
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2276615/saint-james-episcopal-church-columbarium
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2276615/saint-james-episcopal-church-columbarium
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Melissa Wojciechowski—248-644-4071
preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org
https://stjames-preschool.org/
I am excited to announce that in 
September, we welcomed 74 families 
with a combined 85 children into 
the preschool! The children have 
adjusted well and are falling into the 
routine of each program. 
Our theme has been “All About 
Me.” (See photos, above and 
right, for some of their art on this 
theme!) Each class is talking about 
what makes each child special and 
boosting their self-esteem. We will 
change the theme later this month 
so they can become less focused on 
themselves and more focused on the 
new friends they have made.
We have some special activities 
planned for this month! On 
Wednesday, Oct. 2, the children and 
their families will be taking a field 

trip to Westview Orchards to pick 
apples and enjoy cider and donuts. 
During fire safety week, local fire-
men will bring their fire truck and 
teach the children about the dangers 
of fire and how to stay safe.
Mad Science Detroit will be per-
forming at our annual Halloween 
Party on October 31 at 10:00 a.m. 
They will be treating us to an hour 
long “Fire and Ice” program. After 
the program, the children will trick-
or-treat around the building while 
the teachers and church staff pass 
out goodies.  
There are lots of great things hap-
pening at St. James. Preschool. Stay 
tuned!
—Melissa

Preschool Letter
Less than a month into the school year, our Preschool was saddened to learn that 
one of our new hires from last year needed to leave. This teacher was a young 
woman who had been trying to make it on her own far from home, with little 
support. She has moved on to a spot with more security, though she was very 
upset about leaving. I share the letter below with her permission and her name 
redacted. She posted it on Miss Melissa’s door on her last day. I share it to 
highlight two things: The first is that we seldom realize just how many people we 
are touching and just how large our impact is outside of Sunday mornings. The 
second is that we are often unaware of the needs around us, right under our noses. 
We are blessed here at St. James and sometimes we are gifted with the ability to 
use those blessings to bless others without even knowing it.   —Fr. Josh

To my St. James family,
You will never know how deeply grateful I am and always will be for all of you. 
Before here I had never had what I found here and I will miss it every day. This 
quickly became my home, safe place, and most importantly, my happy place. I 
wouldn’t have made it as long as I did without you (quite literally as sometimes I 
only ate because of you guys!). I learned a lot from everyone and hope I brought 
more to your lives than my chaos and dog pictures.
Thank you for everything.
Love always...

mailto:preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org
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Mass on the Grass Photos
Sunday, August 25 at Beverly Park, 
Beverly Hills.

comes from the night prayer service in 
the New Zealand Prayer Book and I will 
share it at the end of this article.
Being stressed out by the many things 
happening around us in our world today 
is completely natural. From climate 
change to another presidential campaign 
on the horizon, from natural disasters 
to simply having to commute to work 
through Michigan traffic and construc-
tion, from concerns about family mem-
bers to economic conditions, and all 
the many other things that surround us, 
we should be concerned about what is 
happening to and in God’s creation. But 
staying in a highly stressed place is not 
helpful either to us or the places where 
we are called to make a difference. I pray 
you may be willing to get the help you 
need and to find places peace and joy, so 
you might be the healthy child of God 
you were meant to be.

Night Prayer
Lord,
it is night.
The night is for stillness.
   Let us be still  
   in the presence of God.
It is night after a long day.
   What has been done  
   has been done;
   what has not been done  
   has not been done;
   let it be.
The night is dark.
Let our fears of the darkness  
   of the world  
   and of our own lives  
   rest in you.
The night is quiet.
   Let the quietness of your peace  
   enfold us,
   all dear to us,
   and all who have no peace.
The night heralds the dawn.
   Let us look expectantly  
   to a new day,
   new joys,
   new possibilities.
In your name we pray.
Amen.
—The New Zealand Prayer Book

Three-Minute Theology, continued from p. 2
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Our Mission 
INVITE you to the table 
ILLUMINATE our spiritual journey
SHARE Christ’s love with the world

St. James Vestry
2017–2020

Ralph Castelli, Finance
Katie Haenggi, Outreach
Pam Landgraf, Jr. Warden
Will Yeats, Worship
2018-2021

Bill Booth
Julee Parker, Fellowship
Bill Ward, Property
Michele Wogaman, Sr. Warden
2019-2022

John Hoeffler, Personnel
Christina Lawson, Formation
Barrett Newgeon, Property
Ed Sutter, Pastoral Care

Intercessions
IMMEDIATE PRAYER LIST: Kiera, Penny, Claire, Nev Curtis, Lucy, Natalie, 
Mildred Smith, Grace, Irene, Mark, Betty Hall, Bill, JoAnn, Leslie Davlin, 
Jerin and Micah, Dave, Sami and Leyla Saba, Richard and Sue, Henry, Kim 
Maynard, Tina Eubanks, Peggy John, Bob, Bud Panzera.
SUSTAINING PRAYER LIST: Steve, Michelle Wells, Richard Wells, Vince 
Cardinale, Bertha Pastor, Merle Goatley, Elsie Righter, Mary, Pat Semivan, 
John Womack, Lisa, Joe Hardig, Barbara Livy, Jon Wickens, Rachel Heeren, 
David K., Pete, Elsie Overy, Tom Woodside, Alonna, Noah Russell, Margot, 
Carol, Maryanna Kelly, Justin Kelly, Aleta, LaCrystal Johnson, Ralph.
SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Bret Anstett, Andrew and Michelle Crowe, 
Brian Hertenstein, Geoffrey Hertenstein, Theodore Moran, Jeff Schultz, 
Hugo Stange.
IN MEMORIAM: Dave Harris, James R. Belz.

Mark your Calendar
G.A.P. (God’s Awesome People)
Sunday, October 6, 1:00-3:00 p.m.
Blessing of the Animals
Sunday, October 6, 3:00 p.m. at Maple 
St. entrance to the Church
Puppy Kissing Booth  
Sunday, October 6, 2:00-4:00 p.m. at 
Maple St. entrance to the Church. See 
p. 4 for more information.
St. James Bridge
Thursday, October 10, 1:00 p.m. in the 
Lounge.
National Acolyte Festival
Friday, October 11–Sunday, October 13
National Cathedral, Washington, DC
Oktoberfest Set-up 
Saturday, October 19, 10:00 a.m. 
Oktoberfest Celebration
Sunday, October 20,  
after the 10:00 a.m. service
Join us for one of our favorite coffee 
hours of the year as David Stout and 
Mary Kale serve up delicious 
German sausages, latkes, applesauce, 
and red cabbage. During this 
celebration of the changing of the 
seasons, our minds turn to how 
deeply we have been blessed by God 
and this community. Join in the 
good food and great company as we 
eat and share together. 
G.A.P. (God’s Awesome People)
Sunday, October 20, 1:00-3:00 p.m.

Diocesan Convention
Friday, October 25 - Saturday,  
October 26, Suburban Collection 
Diamond Center, Novi
All Saints Guild Halloween Bake Sale
Sunday, October 27 at Coffee Hour fol- 
lowing the 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. services. 
All proceeds from the sale will go 
toward adopting a large family at 
Christmas time when the church 
sponsors the Santa’s Helpers pro-
gram. The Guild would appreciate 
your support. Please visit our table 
of homemade goodies in Centennial 
Hall during Coffee Hour. Thank You!
Preschool Halloween Party with Mad 
Science Detroit
Thursday, October 31, 10:00 a.m. in 
Centennial Hall. The parish is invited 
to come enjoy the show! See p. 6 for 
more details.
Retirement Celebration and Holy 
Eucharist in Honor of Bishop Gibbs
Saturday, November 9, 11:00 a.m.,  
Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Detroit 
(note revised location)
The entire diocesan household is 
invited to join with the Gibbs family 
and friends from around the church 
for this festive occasion. A reception 
will follow the service. Bishop Gibbs 
and Karlah have asked that in lieu of 
gifts, that you consider donating to 
the Wendell and Karlah Gibbs 
Youth & Young Adult Legacy Fund. 

The Big Event
Saturday, November 9, 5:00 p.m.
Join us for this celebration of St. 
James and thank you for your 
commitment to our congregation. 
Appetizers and drinks will be 
followed by a short program and 
dinner.
Cathedral Annual Veterans’ Service
Nov 10, 4:00 p.m., Cathedral Church 
of St. Paul, Detroit
This service, featuring bagpipes and 
organ, will be a very moving service 
that honors both our military and 
first responders. Our speaker will be 
our Bishop-elect, the Rev. Dr. 
Bonnie A. Perry, who is the daugh-
ter of a Marine Corps Lt. Colonel. 
A reception with light refreshments 
will follow. Free lighted parking is 
available via the Cathedral Lane 
entrance. All are welcome at this 
special service. 
All Saints Guild
Wednesday, November 20, 1:00 p.m. in 
the Lounge. Please note that there is 
no meeting in October or December.


