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CHILDREN IN WORSHIP

William G. Burrill was the bishop 
of the diocese of Rochester when 
I was in college. At the time I was 
involved in youth work both in my 
congregation and in the diocese. I 
remember him meeting with a group 
of youth at diocesan convention 
and saying two things. ! e " rst was, 
“Don’t let anyone tell you that you 
are the future of the church, you 
are the church right now.” And the 
second was that, “children belong in 
church and parents belong in Sunday 
School.”

At the time these statements were 
radical ones for me. I grew up in a 
church that wanted me there, but 
not to speak: ! at was happy to have 
me read a lesson on youth Sunday 
only, or sing in the choir, but did not 
really value my voice. At least that 
was how it felt. Even when we added 
a youth person to the vestry for a 
one year term, I was told, ‘you’ll learn 
a lot by sitting in that room.’ It was 
clear that I was expected to sit with 
the vestry, but not on it.

But Bill Burrill and others did not 
think this way. ! ey knew that 
youth and children are a part of 
the family right now, not just when 
they are old enough to pledge. 
! ey understood that the voices of 
our children are a vital part of the 
experience of worship and of church. 
! is concept lived with me from that 
time forward, in multiple churches 
and multiple roles. From the child 
who sat in front of us at St. Paul’s 
in Rochester, driving his car back 

Studies have shown that the single 
best way to predict that someone will 
participate in the church as an adult is 
by having them in worship as a child.

and forth on the pew while seated 
on the kneeler and, without losing 
a beat, reciting the Lord’s Prayer at 
the top of his voice to the 15 year 
old member of our own church who 
was just trained to be a Eucharistic 
Minister.

Our children belong in church 
with us. ! is is true for a number 
of reasons, some for us and some 
for them. We need them so that the 
entire voice of the church can be 
raised in thanksgiving, prayer and 
praise. We need them to help us 
see all of what God created and not 
just the parts that look like us. And 
they need worship to be connected 
to the church as whole, so that they 
can feel they belong in this place, 
not just in a side room, but in the 
whole building. ! ey need it because 
our long legacy of liturgy can only 
be learned and loved through 
experience, and if we rob them of 
that experience, then they will never 
know the beauty inherent in our 
worship.

Finally, studies have shown that 
the single best way to predict that 
someone will participate in the 

church as an adult is by having them 
in worship as a child, ideally with a 
role to play. We have a tremendous 
Sunday School and youth program, 
thanks to Chris Gannon’s great 
leadership, and some wonderful 
teachers. But while it may be what 
brings families to church and makes 
our children want to return, in the 
end, it is their participation in the 
Sunday service that will bring them 
back. If we want our youth today 
to be the future wardens, vestry, 
committee heads, choir members 
and clergy of the church, then we 
need to stop sending the message 
that this is a church they will one 
day inherit and show them that this 
is their church right now.

Faithfully,  Josh

Vestry Meeting 
Highlights
At their August meeting, the vestry:

• ! anked Tom King and Nan 
Cowan for putting together 
a new St. James Christmas 
Card and encouraged them to 
continue the project.

• Discussed allowing a new group 
to use Centennial Hall on 
Wednesday nights.

• Gave permission to buy a booth 
at this December’s Winter 
Market and discussed where 
proceeds from the booth will go.

• Scheduled and did initial 
planning for a New Member 
welcome.

• Gave Property the go ahead to 
replace the Maple Street Doors.

• Received reports on Finances, 
Property, and Fellowship.
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! e Reverend Joshua A. Hoover, 
Rector

St. James Episcopal Church
355 West Maple Road, 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
www.stjamesbirmingham.org
Phone    248.644.0820
Fax         248.644.4405

% e Spirit is a monthly newsletter 
published for members and friends 
of St. James. ! e deadline for 
submission is the 15th of each 
month for the following month’s 
issue. Please email articles to: 
churcho#  ce@stjamesbirmingham.
org or call the Parish Administrator, 
at ext.7200.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sundays 8 & 10 a.m.  and  
Wednesdays 7 a.m.  

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Monday- Friday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

PASTORAL CARE

For pastoral emergencies, please 
contact Fr. Josh Hoover at 810. 
620.5402

SUNDAYS

8 a.m.          Eucharist (Church)
9 a.m.          Rite 13/ J2A
10 a.m.        Eucharist (Church)
10:10 a.m.   Church School   
  Preschool–Grade 5
TUESDAYS

7 p.m.          Toastmasters 
7:30 p.m.     AA
WEDNESDAYS  
7 a.m.          Eucharist (Church)
Noon        Bible Study
7:30 a.m.     Fellowship & Co$ ee
THURSDAYS 
12 p.m.        AA
SATURDAYS 
9 a.m.          Knitting(Lounge)

Two Minute ! eology
THE FILIOQUE

A few people noticed that I often do 
not say a part of the Nicene Creed 
during the service and wondered why 
I skipped it. To answer this I need to 
discuss some Church History and in 
depth ! eology, so be warned that we 
are about to go into the theological 
weeds.

First, what part of the Nicene Creed 
does Fr. Josh skip? In the last paragraph 
of the creed we move on from the " rst 
two parts of the Trinity and state our 
belief in the third. ! e BCP states, “We 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son.” ! is last phrase, 
‘and the Son,’ is often dropped by Fr. 
Josh. It is called the Filioque, which 
is the Latin for that phrase meaning, 
literally, ‘And the Son.’

To understand why this phrase can 
or even should be dropped, we need 
to understand where the creed comes 
from. What we call the Nicene Creed 
was really built over two ecumenical 
councils, that of Nicea in 325 and 
the First Council of Constantinople 
in 381. It is best called the Nicene-
Constantinople Creed but that gets 
too wordy, so we tend to only use the 
council that began it and wrote the " rst 
two sections.

At the time of these councils, while 
there was a lot of argument in the 
church about the nature of God, the 
nature of Christ, and any number 
of other issues, the church was still 
one. ! ere had not yet been a split 
and so, those who gathered for these 
conferences came as ecclesiastical 
authorities over every Christian in the 
world. ! erefore, the statement of faith 
that they agreed upon is something we 
still hold up as the bedrock of what it 
means to be Christian. But the original 
creed did not have the words ‘and the 
Son,’ in it. ! e Filioque was added to 
the creed for the " rst time somewhere 
in the 5th or 6th century, and did not 
become a common part of the creed in 
the West until sometime near the turn 
of the 11th century.

So why do we care? For two reasons, 
one theological and the other 
ecumenical.

! eologically, there is much debate 
about what this phrase says about the 
Doctrine of the Trinity. ! e placement 
of the Filioque could describe a 
kind of hierarchy of the persons in 
the Trinity, that is that the Father is 
greater than the Son who is greater 
than the Holy Spirit. ! is is agreed to 
be heretical. Others have argued that 
adding the Son to the formula takes 
away from the primacy of the Father, 
and still others have pointed out that 
the Bible says only that the Holy 
Spirit comes from the Father.

More important than this, at least to 
me, is the e$ ect that the Filioque has 
had on the church. When it began to 
be added to the Creed, the Eastern 
Church immediately complained on 
some of the grounds I stated above. 
! ey always objected, and it was 
not until the East/West split, the 
" rst major division in Christianity, 
that the Filioque began to be used 
in the liturgy. ! is one small phrase 
has become a major part of the split 
between Orthodox on the one side and 
Roman Catholics and Protestants on 
the other.

To address this, the Anglican 
Communion has been moving away 
from its use over the last 50 years. ! e 
last several Archbishops of Canterbury 
have had it struck from the liturgy 
at their enthronement ceremonies, 
and several Lambeth Conferences 
(meetings of all Anglican bishops) 
have recommended dropping it from 
the creed. Finally, the Episcopal 
Church passed a resolution in 1994 
at General Convention to state 
that future editions of the Book of 
Common Prayer will have the Filioque 
removed from the creed. 

In part to get used to this, and in 
part to not o$ end our ecumenical 
partners is why Fr. Josh doesn’t say that 
one phrase of the creed on Sunday 
mornings.
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Financial Update
! ese are our " nancials updated through the end of July. Please feel free to talk to vestry, Peggy John or Fr. Josh if you have 
any questions.

July Actual Income: $37,187  July Budgeted Income: $32,058  Di$ erence: $5,129
Actual YTD Income: $337,377  Budgeted YTD Income: $348,848 Di$ erence: $-11,471
Actual YTD Expenses: $420,045 Budgeted YTD Expenses: $426,707 Di$ erence: $-6,662
De" cit YTD: $-5035   Budgeted De" cit YTD: $-9,843  Di$ erence: $-4,809

Transfer Amount from Parish Fund to date: $87,703
Budgeted Transfer for Year: $193,955
5% of Parish Fund (goal number for transfers): $140,500

Mass on the Grass at Beverly Park is 
Sunday, August 28 at 10:00 a.m.

New Member Welcome
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. services

It is such a delight to be a part of 
a growing church with so many 
good things going on. But is has 
been far too long since we have 
last welcomed new members to the 
church. In fact, we have people who 
have been here for 2 years and we 
still haven’t taken the time to thank 
them for joining. ! e vestry wants to 
change that, so we will have a new 
member welcome at both services 
on Sunday, September, 18, and a 
social event a little bit later in the 
fall.

If you think of yourself as a new 
member, or someone who started 
coming to St. James but never 
became a member, or if you are 
brand new and thinking about 
becoming a member, we invite you 
to stand up and be counted. We are 
so glad that you are here and look 
forward to o#  cially welcoming 
you, but more importantly, we look 
forward to having you be a part of 
life at St. James, the celebrations 
and the learning, the growing and 
the work we are doing to build up 
God’s kingdom. Please join us on 
September 18 and come forward so 
we can welcome you and celebrate 
your presence among us.

G.A.P. Pool Party
SUNDAY, AUGUST 28
1:00 p.m. at Daniel & Claire 
Righter’s home

Immediately following our service 
and picnic at Beverly Park all 
members of GAP (entering 6th 
graders to 12th graders) and Church 
School are invited to kick back and 
enjoy the afternoon at the pool of 
Daniel and Claire Righter.  Join 
us as we get to know one another 
a little bit better! Bring a snack to 
share!

Rally Sunday
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
! e fun begins at 9am!

Join us for our kick-o$  Sunday to 
our new program year. ! ere will 
be activities for all ages between 
the 9 a.m. and 10 a.m. hour. Let 
us welcome you back from your 
summer fun and share with you the 
exciting things we have planned for 
this year.

Mass on the Grass
SUNDAY, AUGUST 28 
10:00 a.m. at Beverly Park

Join us for our casual outdoor service 
at the pavilion in Beverly Park 
followed by a picnic lunch. 

! ere will be the usual 8:00 a.m. 
service at the church as well.

Sign up in Centennial Hall or email 
the Church o#  ce.

Blessing of the 
Backpacks
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
10:00 a.m. worship

! e new school year is upon us, 
and on RALLY DAY we will have 
the blessing of the backpacks. We 
encourage all of our students – 
young and older – to bring their 
backpacks to church that Sunday to 
bless the students, their backpacks 
and all their endeavors in this new 
school year.

Blessing of the Backpacks is Sunday, 
September 11 at the 10:00 a.m. service
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Music Notes
GLENN BURDETTE

 ext. 7206 

music@stjamesbirmingham.org

Although summers are always a 
good time to relax and recharge, 
even during the extremely hot 
ones, September always comes with 
the anticipation of new and fresh 
challenges ahead. We will " nd these 
at our " rst senior choir rehearsal on 
Wednesday, September 7 at 7:15 
p.m., preparing for our " rst choral 
service since June on the following 
Sunday.  ! e junior choir will begin 
rehearsing on September 11, and the 

Youth, grades 5 and higher, are invited 
to an acolyte training session.

St. James Ringers on September 13.

Our special musicians have been 
wonderful this summer: Chuck 
Furchak and Chris Peters ably 
served as soloists and cantors; and 
Elaine Linstedt, Susan McDonald, 
Chuck Furchak, and Rick Jackson 
formed a quartet on July 31 to 
sing a new piece, “Hold on to the 
Rock,” written in the style of a 
spiritual. Instruments also rang out 
their joyful sounds in the temple: 
the St. James Ringers kicked o$  
our St. James Day service on July 
24 with two short but elegant 
arrangements from Henry Purcell, 
played elegantly and con" dently. 
Patrick Behnke shared his beautiful 
viola playing with us on July 17, 
playing two pieces from the 1890s 
that are among my favorites, as well 
as among ice skaters and video game 
developers. Yet to come: Samantha 
Tousignant will play < ute for us on 
August 21; we’ll have Mass on the 
Grass at Beverly Park on August 28; 
and Lauri Christianson will sing for 
us on September 4. ! anks to these 
people, and everyone who shared 
their time and talents this summer.

It also takes time and talent to 
perform the myriad “Martha” tasks 
that make worship possible. ! ey are 
equally essential. So, many thanks 
to Frank Schmid, who fashioned a 
more permanent system of attaching 
the wooden medallions that cover 
candlestick brackets in the choir 
pews. ! ey look very even and 
secure. ! anks also to our St. James 
Ringers for polishing our handbells 
after our last rehearsal, especially 
to Anne Whitelaw for cleaning the 
polishing cloths afterward so we’ll 
be ready for the coming season. 

Finally, please consider joining one 
of our musical groups. “Wherefore 
with my utmost art, I will sing 
thee” the Renaissance poet George 
Herbert wrote, so why don’t you 
also, with your utmost (which 
doesn’t mean perfection), help us 
sing [or ring] God’s praises in St. 
James Church?

Our Mission 
INVITE 

you to the table; 

ILLUMINATE 
our spiritual journey;

SHARE 
Christ’s love with the world

Acolyte Training
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
Following the 10:00 a.m. service

Did you know that the word 
“acolyte” is derived from the 
Greek word akolouthos, meaning 
companion, attendant, follower, and 
helper? An acolyte’s primary duty 
is to serve God and the Church, 
and to assist the priest in whatever 
he or she needs or prefers. ! e 
ministry of acolytes has its roots 
in the Old Testament, where the 
prophet Samuel is seen assisting 
Eli, the Levite priest, and Elisha is 
seen assisting Elijah, the prophet. 
! eir duties include the lighting 
and extinguishing candles, carrying 
candles in procession, taking charge 
of the alms basin (o$ ering bowl), 
helping the priest prepare for the 
Eucharist, and generally fetching 
and carrying.

Do you know a young person, 
grades 5 and higher who might 
be interested? If so, plan on 
having them attend this fun and 
information training session led by 
our senior acolytes and Fr. Josh!

Consider joining the Senior choir, the 
Bell choir, or the Junior choir this Fall.
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From the Youth Pastor
CHRIS GANNON

ext. 7203

chris@stjamesbirmingham.org

College Student 
Addresses
Several times during the school year, 
our youth at St. James send out Care 
Packages to our young adults in 
college and grad school – we want to 
let them know that we are thinking 
about them and praying for them as 
they navigate their way through the 
semester.  We always include some 
homemade cookies, cards and notes 
of encouragement.

To do that we need the addresses 
of our students. Is your child or 
grandchild, niece or nephew in need 
of some love and support from the 
church? Send us their snail mail 
address and we’ll make sure that 
they feel the love! You can email 
Pastor Chris or drop a note in the 
o$ ering plate.

Episcopalooza
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Youth of ALL Ages are invited 
to a back to school carnival- 
Episcopalooza – at Grace Episcopal 
Church in Southgate! It was a blast 
last year. G.A.P. youth are needed 
to volunteer and will meet at St. 
James at 9am to travel down. Please 
let Pastor Chris know if you will be 
able to join us as a volunteer. 

G.A.P. Begins
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
1:00 - 3:00 p.m!

G.A.P., our Middle School and 
High School youth, meet on the 
1st and 3rd Sundays of the month.  
We begin the program year with 
a special celebration in the Upper 
Rooms (that’s the three rooms on 
the 3rd < oor of the church).  ! ere 
will be food, games, and amazing 
activities for all!  In case you missed 
it G.A.P. stands for God’s Awesome 
People – which is who we strive to 
be…always!

St. James Preschool

SHAR WICKENS

ext. 7103

preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org

http//stjamesschoolblog.blogspot.com

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
First Day of Preschool; 9:00 a.m. 

We are ready and excited for the 
start of school here at St. James 
Preschool.  ! e children will be 
greeted by their classroom teachers: 

Tots: 
Cathy Lloyd and Engrid Wicka

! ree’s:
Melissa Wojciechowski, Nancy 
Antwan, and Tracey Straith

Four’s:
Fabie Woodside and Ann 
Seraydarian

Kindergarten Readiness:
Peg Woodside, Karina Celia, and 
Renee Johnson

! e St. James Preschool invites 
parishioners to welcome preschool 
families and give a smile of 
understanding when their children 
wiggle or make noise during 
worship.

Meeting for 
Con" rmation Families
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
Following the 10:00 a.m. service

Come and " nd out all the details on 
this year’s Con" rmation classes from 
Fr. Josh and Pastor Chris. Dates and 
expectations will be shared. Parents 
and youth are strongly encouraged 
to attend this informational session 
together. Contact Pastor Chris with 
any questions.

Pilgrimage photos. Top to bottom: 
Pilgrims stop for a bit of good humor 
while in Washington, D.C.

Needlepoint made by Jean Clark 
and visited by our youth while at the 
National Cathedral in Washington, 
D.C.

Flat Jesus leads his Pilgrims to Central 
Park for a moment of contemplation.
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August learning about and serving 
the poor in Detroit. Listen to 
their experiences, what they were 
surprised by, and what it means for 
the way they intend to live out their 
faith.

% e Spirit

Wednesday Bible Study
STARTING SEPTEMBER 14
NOON - 1 p.m. in the Lounge

At noon on Wednesdays we meet 
to look at one or more of the 
lessons from our upcoming Sunday 
lectionary. We are a casual group 
and invite you to bring your lunch, 
co$ ee and water are provided. We 
are also a beginners group, asking 
more questions than we give 
answers. Prior knowledge of the 
Bible is not only unnecessary, but 
often gets in the way if you think it 
means easy answers. Join us as we 
explore the Bible, ask questions, and 
learn together. You just might hear 
something you say in the Sunday 
Sermon.

Wednesday Morning 
Eucharist
EVERY WEDNESDAY, 
7 a.m. in the Church 

Join Fr. Josh for Holy Eucharist 
followed by fellowship in the 
Lounge. 

We currently gather in the air-
conditioned church instead of the 
non-air-conditioned chapel, but will 
return to the chpael in October.

St. James Book Club
STARTING SEPTEMBER 10; 
EVERY SECOND SATURDAY
11 a.m. the Lounge

Join us at our " rst meeting back 
after the summer break. People of 
the Book by Geraldine Brooks will 
be discussed. Multiple copies of 
this book are available at Baldwin 
Library in the Book Club section. 
All are welcome as we would like 
to grow our monthly membership. 
Please come with ideas for future 
book club selections. Questions, 
contact Barb Spencer.

St. James Bridge
EVERY SECOND THURSDAY
1 p.m. in the Lounge 

Do you enjoy playing bridge? Join 
this great group that meets every 
second ! ursday of the month here 
at St. James. Call Rachel Herbst or 
Virginia Johnston for details of how 
you can get involved.

Church O#  ces Closed
SEPTEMBER 5

Have a safe and blessed Labor Day.

For pastoral emergencies, please 
contact Fr. Josh Hoover. at 
810.620.5402.

Adult Forum
SUNDAYS: SEPT. 11, 18, 25, 
AND OCTOBER 2
9:05 a.m. in the Lounge

Sunday morning beginning a few 
minutes after 9:00 we gather to hear 
a speaker or discuss di$ erent topics. 
! is is a great way to hear how 
people are living their faith lives and 
learn more about our traditions. We 
start on September 11 and hope to 
see you there.

September 11 – Mariners Inn. 
Stephanie Maurice, Head of 
Marketing and PR at Mariners Inn 
will be with us to discuss the work 
they are doing with homeless and 
addicted men in Detroit. Mariners 
was started in 1925 by our diocese 
and continues to be one of the best 
respected agencies in Detroit. 

September 18 – Tough Topics. 
We are in an election cycle that 
has brought out poor behavior in a 
number of people. Our country feels 
like it is increasingly polarized and 
disagreements can turn into physical 
confrontations. How do Christians 
respond? Can we disagree with 
someone and still love them? How 
do we talk about di#  cult subjects? 
Join us for a conversation geared to 
help us navigate these tricky waters.

September 25 – Regional Transit 
Master Plan. We are looking 
forward to welcoming Marie 
Donigan, a member of St. John’s in 
Royal Oak. Marie will be speaking 
about the need for better transit 
to connect Southeast Michigan 
and the proposed Regional Transit 
Master Plan due to be on the 
November ballot. A former State 
representative, she works for the 
Harriet Tubman Center’s DRIVE 
(Detroit Regional Interfaith Voice 
for Equity) coalition and ACT (A 
Coalition for Transit, comprised of 
more than 400 groups, including the 
Diocese of Michigan).

October 2 – Mission Possible. 
Two of our youth, along with 
Pastor Chris, spent a week in 

Adult Formation
September means the beginning 
of a new program year in all kinds 
of areas of the church, and that 
includes Adult Formation. Fr. Josh 
quoted Bishop Burrill in his front 
page article this month stating that 
“children belong in church and 
adults belong in Sunday School.” 
None of us are done. ! ere are 
always new things to be working on 
and new ways for us to be growing. 
It is an unfortunate accident that 
many people saw their con" rmation 
in the Episcopal Church as a 
kind of graduation, that you had 
learned everything you needed to 
learn about church. But imagine 
if you had stopped learning in any 
other area of your life at the age 
of 13. What would you be able to 
cook, how would you be at your 
profession?

St. James hopes to create life-long 
learners, people who never stop 
learning about what it means to be 
a disciple of Jesus and are always 
open for new ways of seeing God. 
We hope, therefore, that everyone 
will take part in one or more of 
the programs that we will o$ er 
throughout the year. In September 
we have two o$ erings, but look for 
more to come soon.



7September 2016

Pingree Farms
Come visit us at 301 E. Grixdale 
Road, Detroit, MI  48203
313.564.1484
www.pingreefarms.org

Stay connected with the events and 
updates of Pingree Farm through 
their website (www.pingreefarms.
org). You can also follow them on 
Facebook.

Praying for One 
Another

LIFT THEM IN PRAYER

Last month we began to pass 
out prayer slips to ask members 
to consistently pray for those on 
our prayer list. ! is has created 
a number of questions about the 
prayer list, we will share a few and 
the answers below.

Q. Who is on the prayer list?

A. Members of the church or their 
loved ones who are in particular 
need of prayer. ! is may be due to 
illness, addiction, depression, or any 
other hardship. ! ose with ongoing 
issues are placed on the Sustaining 
Prayer list.

Q. How do I get or put someone 
on the prayer list?

A. You can contact the o#  ce by 
phone or email, or any member of 
the sta$ . If you want to be sure the 
message gets through, we encourage 
you to write it down, we tend to be 
bust on Sunday mornings.

Q. Isn’t there a group who prays for 
our prayer list regularly?

A. Absolutely, they are called the 
Daughters of the King (DoK) and 
pray not only for our prayer list but 
also for our sta$  and many others as 
well. ! e church shares our list with 
them, and they share names given 
to them with the church unless 
asked not to. We encourage you to 
use their forms in the back of the 
church and Centennial Hall to be 
added to their list, and if you want 
to learn more, contact the o#  ce 
and we will put you in touch with a 
member.

St. James Christmas Card
PREORDERS BEGIN SUNDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 25

Share our St. James Christmas Card 
with friends and family.

Preorders will be taken for Christmas 
cards featuring our St. James nativity 
stained glass window beginning 
Sunday, September 25 through 
October 30 in Centennial Hall. 

! e 4.5”x6.25” folded card includes 
a Chuck Green photo of the Holy 
Family window, Christmas greeting 
inside and window history on the 
back. 

Your order will be ready early in 
November. Please contact Tom King 
tcking@wowway.com or Nan Cowan 
nancowan1@gmail.com  for any 
questions.

School Supplies
STARTING AUGUST 1 

Did you know that the average 
family with children in grades 
K-12 plans to spend over $600 on 
electronics, apparel and other school 
needs this year? For many families 
this is a " nancial hardship.

With that in mind St. James is 
asking our parishioners to gather 
new school supplies to be donated to 
children heading back to school this 
September. During the month of 
August could you purchase at least 
one of the items below to give to a 
family in need? 

• Box of #2 Pencils 

• Box of 24 Crayons

• Glue Sticks

• Box of Tissues

• Pink Eraser

• Box of Broad Tip Markers

• Pair of Fiskar Scissors

• Pencil Case

• Wide Ruled Spiral Bound 
Notebooks

• Pocket Folders

• Box of 12 Colored Pencils

Collection baskets will be in 
Centennial Hall and the Narthex. 
Supplies will be taken down to 
Green" eld Union Elementary 
School. Questions? Contact Pastor 
Chris.

Convention of the 
Diocese of Michigan
OCTOBER 21-22
! e Lansing Center, Lansing, MI

Join in on the 182nd convention. 
Volunteers are always welcome and 
information on how to become a 
volunteer is located in Centennial 
Hall.



8 % e Spirit

set your Sunday alarm a bit earlier 
and come to the 8:00 a.m. service. 
! ere’s co$ ee at church.

• I’m an accountant (or & ll in your 
profession), I wouldn’t know how 
to teach. We admit that it might 
be a bit intimidating to teach, 
but our curriculum is really easy 
to use and we o$ er training and 
suggestions to help you. It’s not 
rocket science.

• I don’t have kids, I wouldn’t know 
how to interact with them. No kids? 
No problem! ! e young people 
don’t care if you don’t have kids. 
! ey want someone who will 
listen to them. Someone who is 
interested in them. Each of us was 
their age at some point. It’ll come 
back to you. We promise. Just be 
yourself ! 

• I’m too old. I’ve done my time with 
the youth. Let the parents do it. 
Many of our current Church 
School teachers are the parents 
of the youth in the classes. We 
still need more teachers. If you’ve 
taught before you know how 
rewarding it can be. 

Are YOU being called to serve? 
Are you still unsure? Contact Chris 
Gannon, our Youth Pastor, Ask 
yourself if God is calling YOU to 
work with our young people!

Baptism

Amelia Jen Welch baptized Sunday, 
July 31. Parents Anne-Marie 
Vercruysse Welch and Robert 
Welch, Jr. and siblings Addison and 
Alexandria; live in Bloom" eld Hills, 
MI.

Wedding

Blessings to Keli Keat and Barret 
Newgeon on their Saturday, August 
5th marriage.

Intercessions

IMMEDIATE PRAYER LIST: 
Judy Hoe>  er, Ronda Harris, Ruth 
Matthews, Logan Moralez, Amy, 
Roger, Paul, Connie, Clayton, 
Carol Nicholas, Larry, Dick, Pat, 
Frank, ! e Jensen Family, Bridget 
Sawmiller, Michael MacFarlane, 
Kari Hall

SUSTAINING PRAYER LIST: 
Henry Moye, Joan Adams, Jeannine, 
Ted, Vince Cardinale, Phil Werner, 
Cathy Nelson, Michelle Wells, 
Richard Wells, Bertha Pastor, ! e 
Deneweth Family, Rosa Matthews, 
Alex, Jill, Bob Pullar, Engel 
Metaj, Trevor Sullivan, Mary, Ray 
McPartlin, Dot, Dave, Mark Roby, 
Dad, Pam, Sarabeth, Steve, Lucy, 
Truman, ! e Brainerd Family, Elsie 
Righter, Merle Goatley, Barbara 
Kaltz, Turner Family, Lauren

SERVING IN THE MILITARY: 
Bret Anstett, Andrew Crowe, 
Michelle Crowe, Kirk Jackson, Eric 
Kaltz, Brian Hertenstein, Geo$ rey 
Hertenstein, Katie Koetting, 
Matthew Koetting, Je$  Schultz, 
Isabel Ziogas, ! eodore Moran

In Memory
! e prayers of the parish are requested 
for the repose of the souls of Marcia 
Fraser, Jim Nordlie, Andy Park, 
Ti$ ani Schulte, Cynthia White, 
Laura Woodhouse. (Laura’s funeral 
service: Saturday, August 27 in the 
church at 11 a.m.)

! e Parishioners and Sta$  of St. 
James o$ er their deepest condolences 
to the family of Ti$ ani Schulte. 
Ti$ ani’s husband, Rick is the Director 
of Communications for our Diocese. 
Please remember Rick and his 
children, Sam and Hannah, in your 
prayers.

May Ti* ani rest in peace and rise in 
glory.

Are You Being Called to 
Serve?
Are you willing to share your gifts and 
talents with our young people?

Have you been wondering where God is 
calling YOU to serve?

We are asking our parishioners 
to spend some time in prayer to 
discern if God is indeed calling you 
to work with our young people! We 
are looking for teachers to “team 
teach” (two teachers in the class 
each Sunday) all of our age groups.  
! is means that for each quarter 
(September to Advent is our " rst 
quarter) we need at least 4 teachers 
for each class so that teams can rotate. 
For a total of 12 teachers for the 3 
classes that meet during our 10:00 
a.m. service.

We understand that you have 
questions, like…

• How can I share my faith with kids 
when I still have questions? Jesus 
sent out the disciples, two by 
two, to share the Gospel message 
with the world.  We’re pretty 
certain that their faith was still a 
bit shaky at times. We know that 
some of them even doubted!

• What if they ask me a question 
that I don’t know the answer to? 
We do not expect that you have 
all the answers to the questions 
that might be asked by the youth. 
! at’s okay. We encourage our 
teachers and youth to " nd out the 
answers together. You can go to 
Fr. Josh or Pastor Chris and ask. 
! ey might even have to look it 
up. Really, it’s okay not to have all 
the answers.

And you probably have some 
concerns, such as…

• I love Fr. Josh’s sermons, if I teach 
I’ll miss them. We understand 
your concerns, really! Fr. Josh’s 
sermons really do rock. Since we 
are looking for teams of teachers 
you wouldn’t have to miss the 
sermons every week. ! e team 
sets their schedule. Or you could 


