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St. James presents:  A Day to Give Back
Every Sunday near the beginning 
of the 8:00 service I remind the 
congregation of what Jesus said 
when asked what is the greatest 
commandment. We call it the 
summary of the law: “Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart soul 
and mind,” and the second is just like 
it: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
Jesus tells us that the whole story of 
creation and our spiritual ancestors, 
the exodus story and living in the 
promised land, the wisdom of the 
prophets, all of it comes down to 
these two tenets.
Some scholars have argued that it is 
more than feasible to translate Jesus’ 
words to mean that the way to love 
God is by loving others. We say that 
same thing when we remind each 
other that the stranger we meet is the 
face of God. Part of our promise at 
Baptism is to “seek and serve Christ 
in others” and to “work for justice 
and peace among all people.”
More recently, studies have shown 
that we seem to be created for this very 
purpose. There are pleasure centers 
in our brains that almost never fire 
except when we help someone else. 
And the single human activity most 
highly correlated with happiness 
is acts of generosity. In fact, while 
there is some correlation between 
income or wealth and happiness 
that connection is greatly magnified 
when we factor in those who give out 
of their wealth as opposed to those 
who only grow it.

So we have Jesus, the church, and 
science all telling us the same thing. 
We are at our absolute best in terms 
of the kinds of people we are and how 
happy we are when we are making a 
difference in the lives of others. 
In response to this, St. James wants 
to offer an opportunity to give back –  
A Day to Give Back.  A day filled with 
opportunities to make a difference. 
On Saturday, September 30, from  
10 a.m. to 3 p.m., we will have 
multiple projects set up, right here in 
the church, that will make a difference 
in the lives of others. At the same 
time, we will have guest speakers 
here from a variety of organizations 
that we have supported in the past 
so you can hear about the good work 
being done. Of course, it wouldn’t 
be a St. James activity without great 
food to go along with it (catered by 
our own Khao San).
The vestry and I hope that not only 
you, but friends, neighbors and 
coworkers will join us on this exciting 
day. There will be projects available 

July’s 5th Sunday Outreach: Kindness Rocks! 

One of two 5th Sunday Outreach projects in July, 
members of the St. James community created 
“kindness rocks” to be placed around town for 
people to chance upon.  More photos, p. 7

for all ages and abilities, so bring the 
grandchildren. Invite someone you 
care about to come visit St. James… 
not in order to see how we worship, 
but to help us love others and make 
themselves happy in the bargain. 
Drop in any time during the day or 
stay for the whole event. This is an 
opportunity for us to show who we 
are by showing where our values are, 
by opening ourselves to the wider 
community and inviting them to 
help us make a difference.
A Day to Give Back is not just about 
Outreach, though it is certainly 
about that; nor is it only Evangelism, 
though we hope that some will learn 
more about who God is, and feel a 
piece of God’s loving presence. This 
is a day for us to be reminded that, 
in the midst of a troubled world, 
God’s people continue to follow the 
commandment to love and to be an 
example of God’s love for the world.

Faithfully, 
—Josh
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The Reverend Joshua A. Hoover,  
Rector
St. James Episcopal Church
355 West Maple Road 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
www.stjamesbirmingham.org
Phone    248.644.0820
Fax         248.644.4405
The Spirit is a monthly newsletter 
published for members and friends 
of St. James. The deadline for 
submission is the 15th of each month 
for the following month’s issue. Please 
email articles to: churchoffice@
stjamesbirmingham.org or call the 
Parish Administrator, at ext.7200.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays 8 and 10 a.m. 
Wednesdays 7 a.m.  
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
PASTORAL CARE
For pastoral emergencies, please 
contact Fr. Josh Hoover at 810. 
620.5402
SUNDAYS
8 a.m.          Eucharist (Church)
9 a.m.          Rite13 and J2A
                    classes—check weekly
                    schedule
10 a.m.        Eucharist (Church)
10:10 a.m.   Church School (Pre-K  
                    through 5th grades)
TUESDAYS
7 p.m.          Toastmasters 
7:30 p.m.     AA
WEDNESDAYS  
7 a.m.          Eucharist (Chapel)
7:30 a.m.     Fellowship & Coffee     
THURSDAYS 
12 p.m.        AA
SATURDAYS 
9 a.m.          Knitting (Lounge)

Two-Minute Theology
The Rev. Josh Hoover

 Reading the Bible
The Bible is not a single book, but a library of different books with many different 
authors and genres. And, despite reading more of it in worship than most other 
denominations, the Episcopal Church does not make faith statements about the 
Bible, except that every ordained person must state the following, “I do believe 
the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, 
and to contain all things necessary to salvation.” What it means to be the Word 
of God, however, is open to interpretation, and there are many different ways we 
can choose to read the Bible; so having some specific lenses to work from can be 
very useful.
If you can remember back to confirmation or catechumenate classes, you may re-
call the well-worn trope that says the Episcopal Church and Anglican Theology 
are built on a three legged stool. Do you remember what those legs are? Lucky 
for you, you can pretend like you did… they are Scripture, Reason, and Tradition.
As important as the Bible (Scripture) is to us, it cannot stand alone. With only 
the Bible to guide us, the church would fall into many errors of interpretation, 
such as taking things out of context, picking and choosing what parts to read or 
follow based on what we already believe, or not recognizing that some parts of 
the Bible are different genres than others. Scripture therefore, needs to be stead-
ied by the other two legs of Reason and Tradition. Through the lens of Reason, 
we look at what science has taught us, we ask questions about authorship of 
different books, we ask what was happening in the world at the time of writing, 
and all of this helps us to interpret the words we are reading. Through the lens 
of tradition, we ask what the church has taught over the centuries, how different 
doctrines came into being, and what it is that the early church can teach us about 
what we are reading.
Remembering that our church has always taught that we need to be mindful of 
the lenses we are using when reading it is important. That is why Adult Forum 
this fall will be focusing on how we do and don’t read the Bible and some of the 
content that may surprise you (for more details see the article on Adult Forum, 
p. 5). Scripture continues to be at the center of our church, but learning from 
it is not a simple task. We encourage you to join us on Wednesdays at noon to 
practice the craft or to let Fr. Josh or Pastor Chris know if you are interested in 
Bible Study at a different time.
Places to learn more include: 
 Reading the Bible for all the Wrong Reasons, Russell Pregeant
 Reading the Bible Again for the First Time, Marcus Borg
 Having Words with God, Karl Allen Kuhn
 Conversing with God in Scripture, Stephen J. Binz
 The Word is Very Near You, Martin L. Smith

Wednesday Bible Study 
Starting Wednesday, September 13 at noon 
On Wednesdays we meet to look at one or more of the lessons from our up-
coming Sunday lectionary. We are a casual group and invite you to bring your 
lunch. Coffee and water are provided. We are also a beginners group, asking 
more questions than we give answers. Prior knowledge of the Bible is complete-
ly unnecessary. Join us as we explore the Bible, ask it our questions, and learn 
together. You just might hear something you say in the Sunday Sermon.
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Music Notes
GLENN BURDETTE—ext. 7206 
music@stjamesbirmingham.org
Often people are somewhat sad when September rolls around again. Summer fun gives way to a time of greater intensity; 
light lessens, colder weather follows. But it really is a time to be glad, a time of newness. It brings in its wake a hope to avoid 
whatever unpleasantnesses belonged to the past, and the refreshing, liberating feeling of “getting to start all over”—a feeling 
that musicians share with every golfer, for instance. 
The St. James Senior Choir, the Junior Choir, and the St. James Ringers will all have some new and exciting challenges in 
store, to which I am sure they shall rise in their customary fashion. These groups are all a delight to work with, which you 
will find out yourself when you join us for our first rehearsal! Service to God, service to others on earth, and a delight to the 
soul: seldom can one attain all three at once. So give me a call at the church or stop by the organ after a service.
Our first choir Sunday will be September 10, when we warm up for the 10 o’clock service. After the service (and after visiting 
the shaved ice truck) the junior choir will have its first rehearsal. On Tuesday, September 12, the St. James Ringers begin 
their weekly rehearsals (Tuesdays 6:30-8) and on Wednesday, September 13 the senior choir begin their weekly rehearsals 
(Wednesdays 7:15-9:15). We’ll begin preparing for our first evensong on Sunday, October 8 (4 p.m.) and for an All Saints 
Day service on Wednesday, November 1. On Sunday afternoon, November 19, the Oakland Choral Society will be back for 
a concert at St. James. There will be plenty of (as-yet-undetermined) musical fun in December.
Many thanks to the St. James Ringers for playing a handbell prelude on July 16, and for all who joined our “y’all come” choir 
on July 30. For that morning’s 10 o’clock service we rehearsed and presented two—count them, two—anthems in a more 
-than-respectable manner, and led the congregation in the hymns and service music. Thanks also to the vocal quartet who 
sang on August 6: Elaine Linstedt, Susan McDonald, Chuck Furchak, and Rick Jackson; and to Steve, Michele and Debbie 
Wogaman who sang and played several pieces for the service on August 20.
—Glenn

Financial Update
These are our financials updated through the end of July. Please feel free  
to talk to vestry, Peggy John, or Fr. Josh if you have any questions.

   Actual  Budgeted Difference
July Income  $ 23,699  $ 28,558  $ -4,859
YTD Income  $ 342,157  $ 344,308  $ -2,151
YTD Expenses  $ 428,410  $ 427,601  $ -809
YTD Over/Under  $ -86,253  $ -83,292  $ -2,960
Transfer Amount from Parish Fund to date: $ 89,622   
Budgeted Transfer for Year: $ 183,700 
5% of Parish Fund (goal number for transfers): $140,000

Vestry Update
At their July meeting, the vestry:
• Extended the lease for Khao San for an additional 3 months
• Approved an Outreach Day for late September, to be called ‘A Day to 
   Give  Back’ 
• Discussed plans after Shar Wickens’ retirement and questions from the  
   Personnel Committee
• Approved the 2018 Pledge to the Diocese of Michigan 
• Received reports on Finances and Stewardship.

 

St. James Church and 
Preschool — Now  
Accepting Credit Cards 
Online
www.stjamesbirmingham.org/give/
We are delighted to share that the 
St. James website can now accept 
credit card payments. Whether for 
a one time donation or a pledge 
payment, it is easy to give with 
MasterCard, Visa, Discover or 
American Express. You can dedi-
cate flowers, put money into the 
Parish Fund, donate for music or 
youth, or give a gift in memory of 
a loved one. To give it a try, go to  
http://www.stjamesbirmingham.
org/give/
If you do use the new credit card 
feature on our website, the Finance 
Committee requests that you con-
sider adding an additional 3% to 
your gift. This will cover the fees to 
the bank and make sure that your 
entire gift is received by the church.  
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From the Associate for 
Formation and Outreach
CHRIS GANNON—ext. 7203 
chris@stjamesbirmingham.org

G.A.P. POOL PARTY 
Sunday, August 27th; 1 p.m. at Daniel and 
Claire Righter’s home. 

Immediately following our service and 
picnic at Beverly Park all members of 
GAP (entering 6th graders to 12th 
graders) and Church School families 
are invited to kick back and enjoy the 
afternoon at the pool of Daniel and 
Claire Righter. Join us as we get to 
know one another a little bit better! 
Bring a snack to share!
EPISCOPALOOZA 
Saturday, September 2 from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Youth of ALL Ages are invited to 
a back-to-school carnival, “Episco-
palooza,” at Spirit of Grace Church 
(2399 Figa Ave, West Bloomfield, 
MI). It’s a blast. This carnival will have 
lots of fun inflatable games like an ob-
stacle course, a climbing wall, as well as 
a giant slide and moonwalk.
There will be hot dogs, cotton candy, 
popcorn and other fun treats available 
during this 5-hour party designed to 
help kick off the year in great EPIS-
CO- style. The carnival is for all ages! 
And best of all IT IS FREE!!
Diocesan Missioner for Youth and 
Young Adults Eric Travis always is 
looking for young people to volunteer 
for the event. Please contact Eric if you 
can join him that day. Pastor Chris will 
be out of town and unable to be there. 
Sign up at:
ht tp : / /www.s ignupgenius .com/
go/20f0b4ca9a72fa6f58-episcopalooza 
RALLY SUNDAY
The fun begins at 9am!

Sunday, September 10 will be our kick-
off Sunday to our new program year. 
There will be activities for all ages be-
tween the 9am and 10am hour. Let us 
welcome you back from your summer 
fun and share with you the exciting 
things we have planned for this year.

BLESSING of the BACKPACKS
Sunday, September 10th at the 10am worship

The new school year is upon us, and on RALLY DAY, Sunday, September 10th, 
we will have the blessing of the backpacks. We encourage all of our students – 
young and older – to bring their backpacks to church that Sunday to bless the 
students, their backpacks and all their endeavors in this new school year.
SCHOOL SUPPLIES
There’s still time to drop off new school supplies to be donated to children head-
ing back to school this September. Once again, this year we will split the supplies 
between two schools with great need – Greenfield Union in Detroit and Caniff 
Liberty Academy in Hamtramck. While you are out shopping this month could 
you purchase at least one of the items below to give to a family in need?

• Box of #2 Pencils
• Box of 24 Crayons
• Glue Sticks
• Box of Tissues
• Pink Eraser
• Box of Broad Tip Markers

• Pair of Fiskar Scissors
• Pencil Case
• Wide Ruled Spiral Bound Notebooks
• Pocket Folders
• Box of 12 Colored Pencils 

Collection baskets are in Centennial Hall and the Narthex. Questions? Contact 
Pastor Chris.
COLLEGE STUDENT ADDRESSES
Several times during the school year, our youth at St. James send out Care Pack-
ages to our young adults in college and grad school – we want to let them know 
that we are thinking about them and praying for them as they navigate their way 
through the semester. We always include some homemade cookies, cards and 
notes of encouragement.
To do that we need the addresses of our students. Is your child or grandchild, 
niece or nephew in need of some love and support from the church? Send us 
their snail mail address and we’ll make sure that they feel the love! You can email 
Pastor Chris or drop a note in the offering plate.
FLIPPING THE CLASSROOM!
Our Rite 13 and Journey to Adulthood classes begin at 9am on Sunday, Septem-
ber 17th. These classes meet most Sundays. We ask that parents get their youth 
to church on time, since our time is very limited. This year both classes will be 
“flipped”. What does that mean, you ask? Over the summer the teachers have 
prepared the lessons for the week and have videotaped and compiled 5 to 10 min-
ute long sessions. These lessons will be emailed to the class at the beginning of 
each week. We ask that the youth take the time to watch the lesson before com-
ing to class that Sunday. This will give us more time in each class to discuss the 
concepts and ideas, and work on activities that will help bring the concepts to life.
G.A.P. BEGINS
Sunday, September 17th from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 

G.A.P., our Middle School and High School youth, meet on the 1st and 3rd 
Sundays of the month.  We begin the program year with a special celebration in 
the Upper Rooms (that’s the three rooms on the 3rd floor of the church).  There 
will be food, games, and amazing activities for all!  In case you missed it G.A.P. 
stands for God’s Awesome People – which is who we strive to be…always!
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ARE YOU BEING CALLED TO SERVE?
Are you willing to share your gifts and talents with our young  
people?
Have you been wondering where God is calling YOU to serve?
We are asking our parishioners to spend some time in prayer to dis-
cern if God is indeed calling you to work with our young people! 
We are looking for teachers to “team teach” (two teachers in the 
class each Sunday) all of our age groups. This means that for each 
quarter (September to Advent is our first quarter) we need at least 
3-4 teachers for each class (so that teams can rotate), for a total of 
9-12 teachers for the 3 classes that meet during our 10 a.m. service.

We understand that you have questions, like…
• How can I share my faith with kids when I still have questions? Jesus 
sent out the disciples, two by two, to share the Gospel message with 
the world.  We’re pretty certain that their faith was still a bit shaky at 
times. We know that some of them even doubted!
• What if they ask me a question that I don’t know the answer to? We 
do not expect that you have all the answers to the questions that 
might be asked by the youth. That’s okay. We encourage our teachers 
and youth to find out the answers together. You can go to Fr. Josh or 
Pastor Chris and ask. They might even have to look it up. Really, it’s 
okay not to have all the answers.

And you probably have some concerns, such as…
• I love Fr. Josh’s sermons, if I teach I’ll miss them. We understand your 
concerns, really! Fr. Josh’s sermons really do rock. Since we are look-
ing for teams of teachers you wouldn’t have to miss the sermons ev-
ery week. The team sets their schedule. Or you could set your Sunday 
alarm a bit earlier and come to the 8 a.m. service. There’s coffee at 
church.
• I’m an accountant (or fill in your profession), I wouldn’t know how to 
teach. We admit that it might be a bit intimidating to teach, but our 
curriculum is really easy to use and we offer training and suggestions 
to help you. It’s not rocket science.
• I don’t have kids, I wouldn’t know how to interact with them. No kids? 
No problem! The young people don’t care if you don’t have kids. They 
want someone who will listen to them. Someone who is interested in 
them. Each of us was their age at some point. It’ll come back to you. 
We promise. Just be yourself ! 
• I’m too old. I’ve done my time with the youth. Let the parents do it. 
Many of our current Church School teachers are the parents of the 
youth in the classes. We still need more teachers. If you’ve taught 
before you know how rewarding it can be. 

Are YOU being called to serve? Are you still unsure? Contact Chris 
Gannon, our Youth Pastor, at 248-644-2040 or email her at chris@
stjamesbirmingham.org. Ask yourself if God is calling YOU to work 
with our young people!

Adult Forum
Episcopalians are famous for not knowing 
their Bibles. This fall, Adult Forum will be 
focused on the tools to help remedy that 
situation. Welcome to Bible 101. Begin-
ning September 10 and going all the way 
until Christmas, we will be talking about 
the Bible. How do we read it and what is in 
it are the questions we will ask. To be clear: 
This is not a Bible Study. We encourage you 
to join our group Wednesdays at noon to 
spend time with specific passages and study 
the Bible.
Our course begins with a six-week study 
(Sept. 10 – Oct. 15) of the book Reading 
the Bible for all the Wrong Reasons by Russell 
Pregeant. In this book, Pregeant discusses 
the way we go about reading the Bible, the 
assumptions we make about it, and expec-
tations with which we start. He then tackles 
several issues, including biblical authority, 
the Bible and science, the Bible as fortune 
cookie or rulebook, and prophecies about 
the end of the world. Different parishioners 
will be leading the discussion of chapters 
each week. St. James has ordered several 
copies of the book and as soon as they 
arrive they will be available at $15 each. 
While reading the book is not necessary 
to take part in the course, it will enhance 
your learning. Fr. Josh will kick things off 
by covering chapters 1 and 2 (More than a 
Fortune Cookie and Neither Fact Book nor 
Catechism).
Starting Oct. 22, we will move from inter-
pretation to content. Each week between 
then and Christmas we will discuss one 
genre from the Bible, some of the high-
lights, and at least one story you almost cer-
tainly have never heard before. This, again, 
will not be Bible-Study/discussion-based, 
but a gloss on some of what the Bible cov-
ers with some stress on stories that are not 
read on Sunday mornings.
We hope you will join us this fall as we  
explore the central book of our faith to-
gether. We meet Sundays from 9:05 -9:50 
in the Lounge and hope to see many of you 
discussing, learning, and growing with us.
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St. James Preschool
SHAR WICKENS—ext. 7103
preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org

In June 2018 I will be retiring as the Director of St. James Preschool. The process has already started for my replacement.  I 
am looking forward to one more year of working with the amazing dedicated teaching staff.  I will be forever humbled by 
the magic they create on a daily basis. It is inspiring.
I take personal pride in the accomplishments of this school over the last 25 years.  My hope is that my efforts and love for 
St. James Preschool have created a positive impact and will leave a legacy of celebration.
I will help in making it a smooth transition next year.  I have genuinely enjoyed my employment and will miss working with 
the children, teachers, and my coworkers on the church staff when my retirement day comes.
The new school year will start on September 6. This year we have the highest enrollment in a long time.  New children will 
soon be involved in learning the rules, exploring new toys, playing games and singing songs to help learn each other’s names. 
Returning students will meet new teachers and stretch with new learning. Our rooms and hallways will be coming to life 
with artwork by the children and happy smiling faces will be everywhere in the building.
Glad to be back from summer vacation!
— Shar

Mission:Possible — Detroit2017
FUN IN THE D!

SUMMER INTERNS
Many thanks to Peyton Capp and Rachel Cryberg (pic-
tured, left) who volunteered with us here at St. James this 
summer. They gave over 100 hours of their time and energy 
to help organize the Teacher’s Resource Room, the storage 
room, and the third floor classrooms in preparation for our 
program year that begins in September. They even joined 
forces with Pam Landgraf, one of our Rite 13 teachers, and 
Pastor Chris to paint the Rite 13 classroom (right). It was 
truly a gift to have them ‘on staff ’ this summer.

For one week in August fifteen youth adults from the Diocese lived and volun-
teered in Detroit. Working with Rippling Hope, a non-profit in the city, whose 
goal is to serve the least---the lost---the lonely. We worked to be instruments 
of hope for those who despair due to the circumstances of their lives--to those 
that are affected by injustice, poverty and disaster. Over the week we worked 
with families at eight different houses. We painted garages, cleaned out gutters, 
scraped and painted storm doors, porch railings, and porches. We spent one day 
having ‘fun in the D’ experiencing the exhibits of 1967 Rebellion at three of the 
museums, riding the Q-Line, taking in the Tigers’ game, and enjoying Detroit 
Water Ice. We even staged our own Coney Dog Challenge at Lafayette and 
American Coney!
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July’s “5th Sunday” Outreach Projects: Kindness Rocks and Prayer Ribbons
On Sunday, July 30, we continued 
our new tradition of holding an out-
reach project after the 10 service each 
time a month has a fifth Sunday. As 
you can see from the photos on the 
right, it was a success, and we had 
lots of fun!
We painted “Kindness Rocks” with 
positive messages for people to find 
while out and about in the city. 
The other project was to create prayer 
ribbons, which we sent to Glacier 
Camp in Lakeside, MT. Earlier in 
the year, more than 40 people were 
injured at the camp when a deck 
collapsed. The first week of summer 
camp was canceled, and an orange 
fence erected around the site. Camp 
organizers asked for prayer ribbons to 
tie onto the fence so that it would be 
a sign of love and support rather than 
a reminder of the accident. Prayer 
ribbons poured in from around the 
country, and St. James was a part.
Earlier this year, we devoted a 5th 
Sunday to a project for Sole Hope. 
Our next opportunity for a 5th Sun-
day Outreach Project will be this 
October - so stay tuned!
Below: Detail from an image of prayer rib-
bons at Glacier Camp, from pccca.net.
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Our Mission 
INVITE you to the table 
ILLUMINATE our spiritual journey
SHARE Christ’s love with the world

St. James Vestry
2015–2018
David Lydy
Susan McDonald
Pam Righter
Nate Schmidt

2016–2019
Marty Bones
Lauri Christianson
John Everett
Daniel Righter

2017–2020
Ralph Castelli
Katie Haenggi
Pam Landgraf
Emily Johnson

Intercessions
IMMEDIATE PRAYER LIST: Cameron, Paul Kobb, Neil Everett, Ella, 
David K., Penny, Shirley, John Scott, Carl Smith, Barbara Livy, Liam Kessel, 
The Hurd family, Maritza, Jon Wickens, Nancy, David, Mark Principe.
SUSTAINING PRAYER LIST: Ed Proctor, Jill, Steve, Henry Moye, Phil 
Werner, Michelle Wells, Richard Wells, Jeannine, Ted, Trevor Sullivan, Judy 
Hoeffler, Engel Metaj, Vince Cardinale, Bertha Pastor, Dot and Dave, Dad, 
Lucy, Truman, Logan Moralez, Merle Goatley, Elsie Righter, the Jensen 
family, Pat Smith, the LaRocca-Hammond family, James Olson and family, 
James, Pat Semivan, Benjamin Ziogas, Eula Fyke, James, George Stannis, 
John Womack, Frank Wilson, Nancy, Anne, George, Joe Hardig.
IN MEMORIAM: Tim Reed, brother of Margaret Moran; Edward Gagish, 
brother of Layla Saba.
SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Bret Anstett, Andrew and Michelle 
Crowe, Kirk Jackson, Brian Hertenstein, Geoffrey Hertenstein, Theodore 
Moran, Jeff Schultz, Hugo Stange, Isabel Ziogas.

Mark your Calendar
EPISCOPALOOZA 
Saturday, September 2, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
 – See p. 4

First Day of Preschool 
Wednesday, September 6

 St. James Program Year Begins 
Sunday, September 10
Rally Sunday – At 9 a.m. our program year kicks off 
with a new Adult Forum (see p. 5 for information) 
and a Sunday School Registration Party.
Blessing of the Backpacks and School Supplies – 
During the 10 service we will bless the backpacks and 
pray for those students who will receive the supplies 
that you have been donating throughout August.
Festive Coffee Hour – To cap off the day we will have 
our favorite new tradition, the Kona Shaved Ice truck 
here for coffee hour after the 10 service.

G.A.P. BEGINS
Sunday, September 17, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 

A Day to Give Back 
Saturday, September 30, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Come for the full day or drop in when you can!  
– See p. 1 for information.

Of course Flat Jesus (lower right-hand photo) came along with the youth of St. 
James who attended the Episcopal Youth Event in Oklahoma this summer! In fact, 
we brought enough to share, distributing nearly a thousand “Flat Jesi” to fellow 
Episcopalians from all over the country! What we didn’t expect was to encounter 
the (rather less portable) Flat Presiding Bishop (top right)! But we also got to hang 
with the real Presiding Bishop Michael Curry (top left). The real Jesus? He was in 
our midst as well.

Episcopal Youth Event (E.Y.E.) 2017 in Photos

A note about our phones... 
It has come to our attention that our new 
phone system is misrouting calls from cell 
phones. All cell phone calls come to the 
Parish Administrator’s phone regardless of 
which extension or menu number you enter. 
Until this is resolved, Elaine is happy to 
route your calls during office hours; just be 
aware that any voice mail you leave from a 
cell phone will be left in Elaine’s mailbox, so 
be sure to specify who your message is for!
We are working to resolve this issue. Thank 
you for your patience! 
For your reference, here is a list of commonly 
used extensions:
7222 - Fr. Josh
7203 - Pastor Chris
7206 - Glenn Burdette / Music
7205 - Peggy John / Financial 
7103 - Shar Wickens / Preschool
7209 - Engrid Wicka / Preschool Financial
7100 - Quenten Matthews / Sexton


