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September always feels to me like a 
time of rebirth. This goes against both 
our liturgical calendar and the way that 
nature works. But so much of my life 
has been dominated by both school 
and church calendars that start in 
September, that I see the fall more as 
a time to begin anew than as a time to 
prepare for dormancy. I hope that you 
had a chance this summer to experi-
ence something of sabbatical time, to 
find rest and refreshment, or at the very 
least some new and life giving activities 
in the midst of your busy life. 
I am writing this from Vermont, where 
my family is vacationing. The weather 
has not been particularly cooperative so 
far, but the hummingbirds and gold-
finches are at the feeders, even if the 
fog is obscuring the mountains. I have 
hot coffee in my mug as I sit on the 
deck, and I can feel the stress leaving 
my body. Whether it is time up north, 
or in a pool, or vacationing someplace 
more distant, I hope you have had some 
of these moments. Time away is essen-
tial for our spiritual health.
Yet I only have to glance at my cal-
endar to see what September is about 
to bring: an ambitious schedule with 
all of our regular programs starting 
up again, plus multiple new activities. 
This September, we will start back up 
with Church School and Adult Forum, 
Wednesday Bible Study, GAP, and All 
Saint’s Guild. Committees will begin 
to meet more often, doing the work of 
caring for our church and building. We 
will again host a Day to Give Back; 
youth will begin fundraising for next 
summer’s pilgrimage; we will partici-
pate in the CROP walk; and planning 
will begin for St. James to host an ecu-

menical Good Friday service. To learn 
more about these things, take a look 
inside this month’s Spirit. 
There are moments when I wonder how 
I am to do all of these things, how I can 
ever make all of this happen. Which is a 
silly question, because, of course, I don’t 
make all these things happen. You do. 
It is because of your faithful dedication 
that we can do so much as a church, 
something for which I am continuously 
thankful.
And it is your role in all of this that I’d 
ask you to think about as you read The 
Spirit. In Eucharistic Prayer 2 of Rite 
1, there is a connection between the 
gifts we bring (our money, the bread 
and the wine) that are laid on the altar, 
and the call to give of our very lives. 
It reads, “And we earnestly desire thy 
fatherly goodness to accept this our 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
whereby we offer and present unto 
thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and 
bodies.” This is often a troubling mo-
ment for me, because despite that fact 
that we have just recently repented of 
our sins and accepted forgiveness, I 
am made aware of how much of my 
time is not lived for God. I am forced 
to face the fact that I only offer some 
small portion of my life to God – with 
the rest reserved for other things. 
If I am honest, I don’t want God to 
meddle in some parts of my life that I 
find comforting or quite enjoy since it 
might mean changing. 
This fall, I am working on creating a 
new pattern of life for myself. I will be 
rethinking how I spend my time and 
thinking about how I can create better 
patterns of prayer, study, and service to 
live more for God and less for myself. 
Maybe you, also, find that you are only 
bringing a portion of yourself, your 
soul and body to God. Maybe you, like 

From the Rector
JOSH HOOVER 
josh@stjamesbirmingham.org

me, want or know you need to find 
more of one of these areas in which to 
deepen your relationship with God or 
practice loving your neighbor. 
The purpose of our busy fall schedule 
is not to get more things done, but to 
give opportunities to become better 
disciples, to mold ourselves into true 
followers of Christ. Not all of the 
things on the calendar will be things 
that speak to you. Not everything 
will be something that you need or 
that feeds you. But I invite you to 
prayerfully consider all the good 
work of which we are a part, and 
to ask what new thing God may be 
calling you to, how you might best 
offer up your own life. Whether you 
need study for understanding or a 
new way to give yourself in service, 
we have opportunities for you. I pray 
that you will find the good work that 
God is calling you to do, that it will 
feed your spirit, excite and delight 
you, and lead you more and more to 
love the one who first loved you.
—Josh

Look who showed up at the 5th Annual  
S.O.S. End Homelessness Now 5K/10K

William Hoover, left, demonstrated how 
much easier it is to run when you’re not 
wearing a rochet and chimere and carrying 
a primatial cross. And it helps to not be 
made of cardboard. Both William and Jacob 
Sandy won for their age group!

mailto:josh@stjamesbirmingham.org
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The Reverend Joshua A. Hoover,  
Rector
St. James Episcopal Church
355 West Maple Road 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
www.stjamesbirmingham.org
Phone    248.644.0820

The Spirit is a monthly newsletter 
published for members and friends 
of St. James. We are always looking 
for photographs of church events! 
The deadline for submission is the 
15th of each month for the following 
month’s issue. Please email articles 
and/or photos to: churchoffice@
stjamesbirmingham.org or call the 
Parish Administrator.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays 8 and 10 a.m. 
Wednesdays 7 a.m.  
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
PASTORAL CARE
For pastoral emergencies, please 
contact Fr. Josh Hoover at 810. 
620.5402
SUNDAYS
8 a.m.          Eucharist (Church)
10 a.m.        Eucharist (Church)
10:10 a.m.   Church School (Pre-K  
                    through 5th grades)
TUESDAYS
7 p.m.          Toastmasters (2nd, 4th)
7:30 p.m.     AA
WEDNESDAYS  
7 a.m.          Eucharist (Chapel)
7:30 a.m.     Fellowship & Coffee 
7:30 p.m.     MA    
THURSDAYS 
12 p.m.        AA
SATURDAYS 
9 a.m.          Knitting (Lounge)

Two-Minute Theology
Adult and Infant Baptism
The church has used Baptism as its initiation rite since its foundation. This 
practice finds its roots in Jesus’ own Baptism in the river Jordan. It is also 
commanded of us by Jesus who, in his final moments with the disciples, com-
missions them to, “go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” From the Acts of 
the Apostles throughout church history all the way to today, Baptism is seen as 
the way to become a Christian and is one of two acts considered sacraments by 
Orthodox, Catholic, and Protestant Churches.
The one area of difference among churches is when someone should be bap-
tized, as infants or as adults. The foundations of this argument go back to 
the 4th century and are a complicated set of historical circumstances that are 
beyond the scope of this article (though Fr. Josh would be happy to have that 
conversation with you if you are interested). The question we are considering 
today is the current reasoning for each of these practices. Why only baptize 
those who are adults? Why allow children who cannot speak for themselves the 
rite of Baptism?
Adult Baptism – In the early church, those who were not Christians were forced 
to leave services before communion, so only the Baptized were present for the 
celebration of the Holy Eucharist. If these seekers sought to join the church, 
they had to undergo a formation program that was as many as three years long. 
Only with this show of commitment to and understanding of the faith were 
they allowed to undergo Baptism, and always at the Easter Vigil after fasting 
throughout the season of Lent. Remembering all of this, those who restrict 
Baptism to adults, also called Believer’s Baptism, do so because they teach that 
you must first believe and to truly believe you have to understand. Therefore, 
Baptism can only come to those mature enough to learn about the church and 
her teachings.
Infant Baptism – Jesus famously told the disciples to let the little children come to 
him. If Jesus didn’t want anything to come between him and the children, who 
are we to stop them from becoming full members of the church? Baptism is a 
gift of God, the act of grace by which God adopts us into the family. Our ability 
to understand how this works in no way effects God’s ability to act. Proponents 
of infant Baptism want all people to be welcome, no matter their age. Baptismal 
theologian John Westerhoff explained it this way, “do you wait to take a child to 
the dentist because they don’t understand? No, because it is good for them. Then 
why in the world would we wait to bring them to the Baptismal Font?”

Wednesday Bible Study
Starting Wednesday, September 12 at noon 

Do you find the idea of attending a Bible Study intimidating? Are you con-
cerned that you don’t know as much as you think you should and are afraid to 
admit it? Does the mere thought of trying to find where a passage is in the 
Bible start your knees knocking? Then we have the Bible Study for you. We 
often find Scripture passages by page number; we ask more questions than we 
answer; we laugh and share, and tease Fr. Josh for what he did or didn’t use from 
our discussion in his last sermon. Wednesday Bible Study starts up on Septem-
ber 12th at noon. You should feel free to bring a bag lunch, or not. Bring your 
Bible or not (we are a church, we have plenty).  But most importantly to bring 
yourself, to engage the text and one another, to ask your questions, to be in 
relationship with others and find ways to grow. 

www.stjamesbirmingham.org
mailto:churchoffice@stjamesbirmingham.org
mailto:churchoffice@stjamesbirmingham.org
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Music Notes
GLENN BURDETTE
music@stjamesbirmingham.org
“All beautiful the march of days, as 
seasons come and go...”  Summer 
in many ways is our yearly sabbath.  
It is a somewhat more restful and 
reflective time, a time to give thanks 
for blessings and gather strength 
for the year ahead.  Among the 
blessings for which we are thank-
ful must be included all those who 
have provided special music for our 
services this summer. In addition to 
those June musicians mentioned in 
the last Spirit, we have been blessed 
since with the talents of Patrick 
Behnke on July 1, Chris Peters on 
July 15, and Sara Carlson on July 
22. On August 5 Christina Castel-
lana shared her beautiful trumpet 
playing with us, and on August 12 
our “y’all come” choir sang offertory 
and communion anthems in a much 
more than respectable manner. 
Thank you to all of them. Jeannie 
Bourget will sing on August 19, and 
Lauri Christianson on September 2, 
with our annual Mass on the Grass 
in between on August 26. Thanks 
also to Mary Kale for her assis-
tance in getting the choir robes in 
good shape for another great year. 
Speaking of which, please consider 
joining one of our groups: mem-
bership in the senior choir is open 
to everyone by means of a simple 
audition. Contact me anytime and 
we can talk, maybe do lunch, no 
big whoop. The St. James Choir 
will come together for our first 
service on September 9, rehears-
ing at 9:15 and singing for the 10 
o’clock service. Our first rehearsal 
will be on Wednesday, September 12 
at 7:15 p.m. Among other new and 
exciting things, we will begin work 
on a presentation of John Rutter’s 
Requiem, which we’ll sing at Holy 
Name Church, Birmingham, on 
November 4, at 4 p.m., with their 
choir and the choir of St. Mary 
of the Hills, Rochester Hills.

The first rehearsal of the St. James 
choristers, also known as the ju-
nior choir, will be held after the 10 
o’clock service, from approximately 
11:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m. on Sunday, 
September 16. No audition or 
registration is necessary—just 
show up and join in the fun!  

The St. James Ringers will also 
return to work on Monday, Sep-
tember 10 at 6:30 p.m. If you have 
ever dreamed – and who hasn’t? – of 
joining our wonderful ringers, please 
contact me any time. 
—Glenn

The “Y’all Come Choir” during the service on August 12.

Financial Update
This is a summary of our financials through July, 2018. More details are avail-
able on the blue and green sheets in Centennial Hall. Please feel free to talk to 
vestry, Peggy John or Fr. Josh if you have any questions.
   Actual  Budgeted Difference
July Income  $   30,491      $   36,563 $  -6,072
YTD Income  $ 312,879 $ 309,740 $   3,139
YTD Expenses  $ 433,435 $ 431,115 $  -2,320
YTD Total vs Budget      $      819
Transfer Amount from Parish Fund to date: $106,643   
Budgeted Transfer for Year: $ 174,360 
5% of Parish Fund (goal number for transfers): $155,017

Vestry Update
Vestry had not yet met for their August meeting when the Spirit was published 
this month, but here are some of the things on their August agenda.
•	 Reports from Stewardship, Personnel, A Day to Give Back, Formation, and 

Preschool
•	 Deciding whether to approve a full building study meant to prepare us for the 

future
•	 Proposal to replant the Columbarium
•	 Approval of delegates to diocesan convention 

mailto:music@stjamesbirmingham.org
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From the Associate for 
Formation and Outreach
CHRIS GANNON 
chris@stjamesbirmingham.org
G.A.P. Pool Party  
Sunday, August 26, 1 p.m.  
at Daniel and Claire Righter’s home. 

Immediately following our service 
and picnic at Beverly Park all mem-
bers of G.A.P. (entering 6th graders 
to 12th graders) and Church School 
families are invited to kick back and 
enjoy the afternoon at the pool of 
Daniel and Claire Righter. Join us as 
we get to know one another a little 
bit better! Bring a snack to share!
Rally Sunday 
Sunday, September 9 
The fun begins at 9 a.m.!

Sunday, September 9 will be our 
kick-off Sunday to our new program 
year. There will be activities for all 
ages between the 9 a.m. and 10 a.m. 
hour. Let us welcome you back from 
your summer fun and share with you 
the exciting things we have planned 
for this year.
Blessing of the Backpacks 
Sunday, September 16 at the 10 a.m. service

The new school year is upon us, and 
on Formation Sunday, September 
16, we will have the blessing of the 
backpacks. We encourage all of our 
students – young and older – to 
bring their backpacks to church that 
Sunday as we bless the students, 
their backpacks and all their endeav-
ors in this new school year.
G.A.P. Begins 
Sunday, September 16, 1 p.m. - 3 p.m. 

G.A.P., our Middle and High 
School youth, meet on the 1st and 
3rd Sundays of the month. We begin 
the program year with a special 
celebration in the Upper Rooms, the 
three rooms on the 3rd floor of the 
church. There will be food, games, 
and amazing activities for all!  In 
case you missed it G.A.P. stands for 
God’s Awesome People – which is 
who we strive to be…always!

Rite 13 Class – Harry Potter and the 
Now Testament
Our Rite 13 class (grades 6-8) will 
be a pilot class for a new curriculum 
this year. Using the texts of Harry 
Potter and a podcast (Harry Potter 
and the Sacred Text), scripture, 
theological reflection, spiritual 
practices, games, and activities the 
class will learn how to navigate 
today’s journeys. This curriculum is 
designed to engage the class in the 
thoughtful practice of reading the 
Bible for its enduring themes and 
current life application. They will 
learn literary criticism, spiritual 
practices, and how to reflect theo-
logically about their lives. The class 
meets at 9 a.m. on Sunday morn-
ings. If you are interested in assisting 
our leaders – Pam Landgraf and 
Becky MacDonald – with this class 
please let Pastor Chris know.

Rite 13 and J2A Parents’ Meeting 
Sunday, September 16 from 4-6 p.m.

The members of Rite 13 and J2A 
will prepare dinner for their families 
after G.A.P. that Sunday. The parents 
will meet together with Fr. Josh, 
Pastor Chris, and the other Rite 13 
and J2A teachers to discuss the 
components of this year’s classes 
including expectations and responsi-
bilities. Please plan to be in atten-
dance.

Remind 101
Our youth programs (Acolytes, R13 
class, J2A class, G.A.P.) will be using 
the Remind 101 app to stay in touch 
this year. It’s like texting but easier, 
and more secure! This will enable 
Pastor Chris and Fr. Josh to send 
messages to youth and parents via 
text, email, or push notification…all 
without revealing anyone’s personal 
phone numbers. It will help us stay 
on top of any last minute changes 
with instant communication. Sign 
up will begin on Rally Sunday!

College Student Addresses
Several times during the school 
year, our youth at St. James send out 
care packages to our young adults 
in college and grad school – we 
want to let them know that we are 
thinking about them and praying 
for them as they navigate their way 
through the semester.  We always 
include some homemade cookies, 
cards and notes of encouragement.
To do that we need the addresses of 
our students. Is your child or grand-
child, niece or nephew in need of 
some love and support from the 
church? Send us their snail mail 
address and we’ll make sure that they 
feel the love! You can email Pastor 
Chris or drop a note in the offering 
plate. 

Acolytes Wanted
This is a fantastic opportunity for 
anyone (both young and older) to 
assume a leadership role in worship. 
The presence of acolytes are so 
important to our worship service. 
The experience gives the acolyte an 
opportunity to learn to love church 
even more. No prior experience is 
needed. Training is provided. On 
average, an acolyte serves once to 
twice a month.  Please contact 
Pastor Chris for more information.

mailto:chris@stjamesbirmingham.org
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The seven practices include:

•	 Turn: Pause, listen and choose  
to follow Jesus.

•	 Learn: Reflect daily on scrip-
ture, especially the life and 
teachings of Jesus.

•	 Pray: Spend time with God in 
prayer every day.

•	 Worship: Gather in community 
for worship every week.

•	 Bless: Share one’s faith and 
find ways to serve other people.

•	 Go: Move beyond one’s com-
fort to witness to the love of 
God with words and actions.

•	 Rest: Dedicate time for resto-
ration and wholeness.

Christian Formation for Grades 6-12
Both the Rite 13 (grades 6-8) and 
Journey to Adulthood (grades 9-12) 
classes meet at 9 a.m. It is important 
for the formation of the class for 
participants to arrive on time. 

Journey to Adulthood (J2A) Class
At the end of this class year, our 
J2A class will be setting forth on 
their Pilgrimage. The destination is 
still being worked out but that 
doesn’t mean preparations have not 
begun! This year we will begin with 
the practice of creating a Rule of 
Life – like the Rule of St Benedict 
– as a means of drawing into a 
closer relationship with God. Our 
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, at 
this year’s General Convention, 
introduced a framework – The Way 
of Love: Practices for Jesus-Cen-
tered Life – which outlines a Rule 
for the Episcopal branch of the 
Jesus Movement. Our class will use 
this framework and flesh it out in 
our own unique way. The class will 
receive an email to prepare for the 
lesson and discussion each week. 
We’ll explore the practices of Turn 
– Learn – Pray – Worship – Bless 
– Go – Rest (see below for details), 
and record it as a podcast. Stay 
tuned for an amazing year!

A Day to Give Back
Saturday, September 22nd  
Registration and breakfast beginning at 9 a.m.

This year’s Day to Give Back will focus on food insecu-
rity. Join us on Saturday, September 22 and be part of 
delivering 10,000 meals to those who need it most.
Our partner for this ambitious project is Rise Against Hunger an organization 
driven by the vision of a world without hunger. Their mission is to end hunger 
in our lifetime by providing food and life-changing aid to the world’s most 
vulnerable and by creating a global commitment to mobilize critical resources. 
They are committed to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal #2 
of ending hunger by 2030.
The assembly process we will use combines rice, soy, dehydrated vegetables and 
a flavoring mix including 23 essential vitamins and minerals into small meal 
packages. The meal packages will be shipped around the world to support 
school feeding programs and crisis relief. The food stores easily, transports 
quickly and has a shelf-life of two years. With your help, a Day to Give Back 
can package 10,000 meals in under 2 hours! And all of this in Centennial Hall.
Registration begins at 9 a.m., and a breakfast will be provided. Then it is time 
to get to work, packaging food for others and learning about food insecurity 
both at home and abroad. Spread the word! Invite your friends and neighbors 
to join us for this Day to Give Back. You can register online at http://events.
stophungernow.org/StJamesBirmingham2018. Our goal is 10,000 meals which 
means we need to raise $4100. You can also donate online as well.

Pics from Camp Chick
Youth from St. James enjoyed some time away 
this summer at Camp Chickagami in Presque 
Ile. Camp Chick is the camp of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Eastern Michigan, but it serves 
Episcopalians throughout Michigan. Fr. Josh 
and Pastor Chris went along as chaplains. 

http://events.stophungernow.org/StJamesBirmingham2018
http://events.stophungernow.org/StJamesBirmingham2018
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St. James Preschool
Melissa Wojciechowski—248.644.4071
preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org

As the summer comes to a close, 
we look forward to our first day of a 
new school year at St. James Pre-
school on Wednesday, September 
5th.  Quenten has done a great job 
on the floors and cleaning the rooms. 
The curriculum planning, ordering of 
supplies, updating of our staff poli-
cies and parent handbook, and new 
enrollment packets have all been 
completed.  Our dedicated staff are 
all returning and excited to begin our 
preschool year with new adventures 
and ideas planned. We will also be 
welcoming two new staff members 
to our team this year. The preschool 
is growing and blossoming!
During the first couple of weeks 
of school, we will focus on family, 
new friends and learning about our 
classroom environment.  An “apple” 
theme will be planned for the end 
of the month with a field trip to the 
apple orchard.

Preschool teachers We are excited to 
report that all of our fantastic teachers are 

returning this fall – plus two new staff 
members have been hired to meet the 
demands of our growing enrollment!

We have many new families joining 
our preschool this year and we look 
forward to getting to know them 
and welcoming them to our St. 
James family.
I am pleased to announce that our 
new website is up and running! The 
web address is stjames-preschool.
org. I encourage you to take a look 
and see what our preschool is all 
about.

I want to encourage parishioners to 
take an active role in the preschool. 
If you would ever like to come in 
and read to one of our classrooms, 
please email me at preschool@
stjamesbirmingham.org or call (248) 
644-4071. Also, feel free to stop in 
my office anytime. I look forward to 
getting to know each of you.
—Melissa

We’re Still Collecting School Supplies!
Did you know that the average family with children in grades K-12 plans to 
spend over $600 on electronics, apparel and other school needs this year? For 
many families this is a financial hardship.
With that in mind St. James is asking our parishioners to gather new school 
supplies to be donated to children heading back to school this September. The 
Back to School sales seem to begin earlier each year so as you shop, could you 
purchase one or two of these items below to give to a family in need? 
•	 Box of #2 Pencils  
•	 Pencil Case
•	 Box of 24 Crayons
•	 Box of 12 Colored Pencils 
•	 Glue Sticks 

•	 Box of Tissues
•	 Pink Eraser
•	 Pair of Safety Scissors 
•	 Box of Broad Tip Markers
•	 Pocket Folders

•	 Wide Ruled Spiral Bound Notebooks
Collection baskets are in Centennial Hall, at the Chester Street entrance (by 
the Preschool), and in the Narthex. Supplies will be donated to two schools: 
Greenfield Union Elementary School in Detroit, where our Tutors volunteer, 
and Caniff Liberty Academy in Hamtramck, where St. James member Mark 
Gable serves as Principal. 
Questions? Contact Pastor Chris.

Bubble Tea Thursdays

All through the month of August, Fr. Josh, 
Pastor Chris, and St. James youth stayed 
connected - and hydrated! - at Detroit 
Bubble Tea in Ferndale. 

mailto:preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org
http://stjames-preschool.org
http://stjames-preschool.org
mailto:preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org
mailto:preschool@stjamesbirmingham.org
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This ministry of St. James began in fall, 2006. Originally called “Weed and 
Seed,” it was begun as a program to “weed” the bad out of the area and “seed” it 
with good plans and ideas. The Bishop was encouraging parishes to “spread 
themselves” so Father Fred Elwood and parishioner Jim Green got involved, 
helped by the area police department. It was planned as a tutoring program 
separate from school instruction. Attendance was important and monitored 
closely. Parents were regularly contacted regarding their children’s participation.
Today, the tutors work with classroom teachers, helping learners with curricu-
lum provided by their teachers. 18 tutors worked about 528 hours this year. 
They gathered at Dakota Inn Rathskellar in Detroit for lunch on May 18, a 
tradition begun by group founder Jim Green. Now they are hosted by Jim 
Green Jr. Congratulations Tutors, for another year of helping young students!
—Susan McDonald
If you would like to see your ministry highlighted in The Spirit, please submit a photo and brief text to 
the Church Office.

Ministry Highlight: St. James Tutors Sunday Coffee Hours
Each Sunday Josh invites those in 
the congregation to join together in 
Centennial Hall for a cup of coffee 
and a bite to eat. This is an opportu-
nity to visit with each other and also 
to welcome visitors. The “goodies”, 
following both the 8 and 10 a.m. 
services are provided by volunteers.
The Vestry and parish committees 
sponsor one of the Sundays through-
out the year. Families, individuals 
and groups, such as The Nancys of 
St. James – a group of women all 
with the name Nancy – also volun-
teer. All those attending the 8 and 
10 a.m. services are invited to 
participate in providing one of the 
coffee hours.
This is an “easy to do” opportunity to 
serve and work together for St. 
James. It does not have to be elabo-
rate or fancy.
A sign-up sheet will be available in 
Centennial Hall and linked in the 
weekly St. James e-blast. 
— Louise Simpson

You’ve Been Flocked!
A Pilgrimage Fundraiser
It’s that time of the year when the 
kids go back to school, the air cools 
down, the leaves begin to turn 
colors, pumpkins are plentiful, and 
our yards are flocked with pink 
flamingos. 
Wait, what?
Yes, it’s true. A rather large flock of 
pink flamingos has descended upon 
St. James. One can only imagine the 
damage done if this flock stays 
indoors. That’s where YOU come in.
For a donation of $50 you can send 
a flock of 20 flamingos to the lawn 
of a friend, neighbor, or family 
member for 2- 4 days. Imagine their 
joy and surprise when they open 
their door in the morning to find 

these peaceful, loving flamingos in 
their front yard. What a gift!
Are you worried that a friend or 
loved one will send you a flock on 
your own lawn? Against HOA 
rules? No worries! We’re offering 
Anti-Flock Insurance for only $20 
per month.
The Flocking will happen from 
September through November, 
weather permitting.  Check out the 

Pink Flamingos of St. James Face-
book page for more info. https://
www.facebook.com/flockedbysj
Starting in September our specially 
trained Pink Flamingo Technicians 
will be in Centennial Hall every 
Sunday taking your orders for 
flocking and insurance. Contact 
Pastor Chris for more info.
In case you were wondering…In 
June of 2019 the Journey to Adult-
hood ( J2A) class will be embarking 
on their pilgrimage (destination 
TBD). The monies raised from the 
flockings will go towards the pil-
grimage costs. 

https://www.facebook.com/flockedbysj
https://www.facebook.com/flockedbysj
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Our Mission 
INVITE you to the table 
ILLUMINATE our spiritual journey
SHARE Christ’s love with the world

St. James Vestry
2016–2019
Marty Bones
Lauri Christianson
John Everett
Daniel Righter

2017–2020
Ralph Castelli
Katie Haenggi
Pam Landgraf
Emily Johnson

2018-2021
Bill Booth
Julee Parker
Bill Ward
Michele Wogaman

Intercessions
IMMEDIATE PRAYER LIST: Kiera, Ella, David K., Penny, Shirley, David, Pat 
Smith, Claire, Kathy, Jim, Nev Curtis, Lucy, Althea, Mary, Tom Woodside, Lisa, 
John, Steve, Natalie, John Slocum, Joe Walls, Horace Conley.
SUSTAINING PRAYER LIST: Steve, Michelle Wells, Richard Wells, Jeannine, 
Ted, Trevor Sullivan, Engel Metaj, Vince Cardinale, Bertha Pastor, Dot, Dave, 
Truman, Logan Moralez, Merle Goatley, Elsie Righter, the Jensen family, James 
Olson and family, Pat Semivan, Eula Fyke, James, George Stannis, John and Sue 
Womack, Anne, George, Joe Hardig, Barbara Livy, Elsie Overy, Jon Wickens, 
Meghan Baxter, Tommy, Rachel Heeren, Susan, the Joiner family, Pete.
SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Bret Anstett, Andrew and Michelle Crowe, Brian 
Hertenstein, Geoffrey Hertenstein, Theodore Moran, Jeff Schultz, Hugo Stange. 
IN MEMORIAM: Jeane K. Reid, Gloria Joiner, Keith Finnerty, Christine Gentile.

Mark your Calendar
G.A.P. Pool Party  
Sunday, August 26, 1 p.m.  
at Daniel and Claire Righter’s home. 
See p. 4 for details. 
Labor Day - Church Office Closed
Monday, September 3
Regular Church office hours (9 a.m. -  
4 p.m.) resume Tuesday, September 4. 
Preschool Year Begins
Wednesday, September 5
Registration in the Lounge Septem-
ber 5-7, 9 a.m. -12 p.m.
Rally Sunday 
Sunday, September 9, beginning at 9 a.m.
See sidebar for Adult Forum informa-
tion, and  p. 4 for additional details.
Wednesday Bible Study begins
September 12, 12 p.m. in the Lounge

Blessing of the Backpacks / 
Formation Sunday 
Sunday, September 16 at the 10 a.m. service
A celebration of all things educational. 
We will dedicate the school supplies 
you have so generously donated, bless 
backpacks, hear from our tutors, pray 
for teachers, and commission our 
Christian Formation leaders. Join us 
for a celebration of learning as we give 
thanks for God’s gift of minds to think, 
hearts to love, and hands to serve. 
G.A.P. (God’s Awesome People) 
Sunday, September 16, 1-3 p.m. 

Rite 13 and J2A Parents’ Meeting 
Sunday, September 16 from 4-6 p.m.
See p. 4 for details.
All Saints Guild
Wednesday, September 19, 1 p.m. in the 
Lounge

A Day to Give Back
Saturday, September 22

CROP Walk 
Sunday, September 23, 1 p.m.

Oktoberfest  
Sunday, October 7 during coffee hour

Blessing of the Animals 
Sunday, October 7, 3 p.m.

Adult Forum
Sundays, starting Sept. 9 at 9:05 a.m.
After a summer hiatus, Adult Forum returns this month. Leaders have read your 
feedback on topics and conversations and we have a meaningful fall planned. As 
always, we welcome your questions and ideas… and most importantly, we would 
welcome your presence at any or all of our meetings. This month’s offerings are:
September 9 - General Convention Recap
Hear from members of St. James who attended the General Convention of the 
Episcopal Church this summer. They will be sharing their experience, the things 
that most interested them, and what some of what was done this year might 
mean for our congregation.
September 16 – Greenfield Union Tutors
One of our oldest Outreach Programs is the tutoring of students at the Green-
field Union School. Dedicated members give of their time and talent to help 
underprivileged students. Come hear their stories, learn about a struggling public 
school, and how we might make a difference.
September 23 – The Heart of Christianity
Our group really enjoyed, and were challenged by, reading Marcus Borg last 
spring, so we have decided to read his deep exploration of the Christian faith. In 
The Heart of Christianity, we can explore new ways of thinking about faith, the 
Bible, the kingdom of God, and so much more. Books will be on sale beginning 
September 9 for $10 each.

Comfortable Conversations
A Different Kind of Book Group
Everyone is invited to join us for lively conversations and fellowship this fall as 
we continue our different kind of book group. We read small sections of a book 
each month which allows us to have in-depth discussions on spiritual topics 
and personal reflections. 
We will meet from 12-2 p.m. in the Lounge on the following Sundays:
September 23 October 21
November 18 December 16
Please watch The Light for the book we will be reading. For more information, 
contact Pam Landgraf at mikitchenlady@gmail.com, or 248-672-5047.

mailto:mikitchenlady@gmail.com

